3 a” 
MODERN 
+ PRACTICE of PHYSIC, 
. WHICH ee our a ‘ : 


CHARACTERS, CAUSES, SYMPTOMS, 
PROGNOSTIG, MORBID APPEARANCES; AND 
IMPROVED METHOD OF TREATING 
THE 


ee | DISEASES OF ALL CLIMATES, | 


By, ROBERT THOMAS, MD, 


\ Be 


pee 
pect 


, IN TWO VOLUMES. 


VOL, II. 


LONDON: 


PRINTED FOR MURRAY AND HIGHLEY, 92, FLEET-STREET. 
See a stink ba 


at 


t AN h ; 25m 
' : ig) j 
re a | \ - ‘ F we 
pels - 
3 a 


Na 


a 
in 


CONTENTS OF VOLUME H. 


Of NERVOUS DISORDERS, continued, 


OF the Dry Betty-Acu, or Cortca Picronums its 
charaéteriftics and caufes, p. 1. Symptoms and prog=- 
nolis, 2, Treatment, 3. Opium conveyed into the 
fyftem. by means of friction, 4e 


Of the CHotzra Morsus, 6, Cautes and ne 7 
Prognofis, and aPPSaIAHEES on difiection, 8. Treate 
ment, 8. 


Of a2 DiarrHoEA, or Loosengss, and its caufes, 11, 
Symptoms, prognofis, and appearances on dilfeBion, 12. 
‘Treatment, 13. 


Of the DiazeTes and its caufes, 19. Symptoms, 25, 
Prognofis, and appearances on difflection, 26. Treat, 
ment, 27. New plan recommended by Dr. Rollo, 30. 


Of the WHITES, or LEUCORRHOEA, 31. How to be 
diftinguifhed from gonorrhoea and its caufes, 32. Symp- 
toms and prognofis, 33. Morbid appearances on dif- 
fection, 34. Freatment, 34. 


Of Canine Mapness, or HypRropHosia, 37. Caufesy . 
38. Symptoms, 39. Prognofis, and appearances on 
diffeGtion, 41. Treatment, 41. New plan recom= 
jended by Dr. Pearfon, 48. 


Aa Ee aa 


iv CONTENTS, 


AOL, aes it: 


/ 


Of CACHECTIC DISEASES. 


4 


Of the Nervous Consumption, or ATROPHIA; its’ 
caufes and fymptoms, 52. Prognofis and treat- 
ment, 53: | 


Of Empuyysema, or CoLLection oF Arr in the CEt- 
LULAR MEMBRANE; its Caufes, fymptoms, and prog- 
nolis, 54 Treatment, 55. 


Of TyMPany, its caufes and fymptoms, 56. Marks by 
which it may be diftinguifhed: from afcites, 57. 
Treatment, $7. 


Of the DROoPsyY, or Hyprops 3. its different {pecies and 
caufes, 59. | 


Of Dropsy in the CELLULAR MEMBRANE, or ANA- 
SARCA, and its fymptoms, 60. Prognofis and. treat- 
ment, 61. | 


Of a Dropsy jn the Beviy, or AcITEs ; its caufes and 
‘fymptoms, 77. Marks by which it may be diftinguifhed 
from encyfted dropfy, 78. Prognolis, 79, Appearances 

on diflection, 80. Treatment, 80. 


Of a a Dropsy of the Ovaria, UTERus, and TUNICA 
VaGINALIs, with the mode of treatment lately recome 
mended by Mr. Earle in the lait of thefe, 81, 82. 


Of WATER in the Heap, or HyDROCEPHALUS; its pa~ 
thognomie fymptoms and caufes, 84. Various opini-+ 
ons with re{pect to its proximate caufe, 85. Prog- 
nolis, and the appearances. on diflection, 88, “Treate 


ment, PQ. 


CONTENTS. . ¥ 


Of a Dropsy of the CHEST, or HyYDRO-THORAX, 92. 
Caufes and fymptoms, 93. Prognofis, and appearances 
on diflection, 94. Treatment, 95. 


Of the Necro CacHExy, or CacHEXIA AFRICANA, 
99. Caufes and fymptoms, 100. Prognofis, and mor- 
bid appearances, 101. Treatment, 101. 


Of the Rickers, or Racuiris, and its caufes, 104. 
Symptoms, 10§. Prognofis, and morbid. appearances, 
306, ‘Treatment, 107. Alcaline meaicines and wafhes 
much recommended, i109. 


Of the Evit, or ScropuHuta, 11. Caufes, 112. 
Symptoms, 113. Prognofis, and morbid appearance'y 
E14. Treatment, 1154, 


Of the VENEREAL DISEASE, or Sypurtts, 120. 
Different forms under which it fhews itfelf, 122. All 
Ppaees to arife from the fame infection, 124. 


Of a Cuap, or GonoRRHOEA VIRULENTA, 126. Symp-' 
toms and confequences, 127. Ulcers in the urethra 
not always exifting, 131. “Treatment, #1. Phymofis 
and paraphymofis, 133. Chordée and inflammatory tu- 
mour in the perineum, 134. Ifchuria and difeafed prof- 
tate gland, 135. Hemorrhage from the penis, 139. 
Of inje@tions, 136. A ufe of mercury advifable in 
mott cafes of gonorrheea, 128. Opium likewife proper, 
13g. inflammation and {welling of the tefticle, r4o. 
Venereal warts, 142. Stritures in the urethra, with the 
neceflary rules to be attended to in making ufe of bougies, 
143. Methods of applying cauftic in cafes ef obitinate 
ftricture, 144. 408. and 412, Spafmodic conftriction 


of the urinary paflage, 147. Gleet, 148, Chancres, > 


150. Treatment, 151. ‘he nitric acid propofed as a 
fubftitute for mercury in the primary affections of fy- 
 philis, 153. Its effects on the cenftitytion, and the 

| mode of cl aa it, I a : | 
Of 


ym 


vi . CON TEN T.$. | 
Of a Buno, 155. Appearances and characteriftics, 156. 


Unfavourable termination when combined with eryfipelas 
or arifing in a fcrophulous habit, 157. 159. ‘Treat- 
_ ment, 1$7. | 


Of the ConsriruTionat Disease, or Lutes, 161; 
Symptoms, 162. Prognoftic, and morbid appearances, 
164. Treatment, 165. Different ways in which mer- 
cury may be introduced into the fyftem, 165; the moit 
judicious, 166. Employing it fo as to excite a faliva- 

tion, 174. Particular fymptoms ‘muft be attended to, 
173. Oxygenated muriate of pot afh, and the nitric 
acid {uppofed to poflefs fpecific effects in fyphilis ; with 
Mr. Blair’s fentiments en their ufe, 176. Other new 
remedies in fyphilisy 181. ‘ ? 


Of the S1pBENs, and its caufes and fymptoms, 1823 its afe 
finity to the yaws, 183. ‘Treatment, 184. 


: OF the YAws, or FRAMBOESIA 3;-its caufe and fymptoms, 
184. Duration and treatment,- 185. Confequences, 
187. Inoculation for the difeafe propofed, 188. 


Of the ELEPHANTIASIS, and its caufes, 188. Symptoms, 
189. Treatment, 190. Arfenic employed by the Hindoo 
phyficians, 191. 


Of the Leprosy, or Lepra, and its characteriftics, 192. 
Caufes and fymptoms, 194. Prognoftic morbid appears 
ances and treatment, 195. Leprous eruptions much re- 
lieved by a _ufe of fulphureous waters, both taken inter- 
nally and ufed. externally as abath, 197. Sulphuric acid. 
recommended in fimilar cafes, 198. 


Of the Puairep Harr, er Purca Pononica, and its 
caufes, 199. Mode of coming on, and treatment, 
201. ‘ | 


Of the Scurvy, or Scorsurus, and its caufes, 203. 
Symptoms, 204. Prognoftic and morbid appearances, 
205. Remidies and means for preveuting this and — 

io. other 


ONTENTS. | : vil 
other difeafes aimee feamen, 206; Treatment, 212. 
A folution of nitre in vinegar propofed as a remedy, 213. 
Introduétion of oxygen into the fyftem, a good auxiliary, a 
217. Particular fymptoms which it will be necellary to 
attend to, 217.’ Land air and land recreations not al-— 
ways proper for fcorbutic patients, 219. 


Ofthe Jaunpicr, or IcrERUs, 220. Caufes, 221. 
Symptoms,-222. Prognoftic, morbid appearances, and 
treatment, 223. Cheltenham water and thofe of Bath 

. ef much fervice in obfiructions of the liver, 230. Be 


SE Dy ASS AN, 
Of LOGAL DISEASES, Nae See 
Of Nicut Brinpness, or Nivicnanalek 3 its caufes and 


nature, 232. ‘Treatment, 233. 


Of Gutta SERENA, and its nature and cautes, 2340 
Treatment, 235. 


Of the Heap-acu, or CEPHALALGIA, and its caufes, 
238. Prognoftic and treatment, 239. MD 


Of a Gipviness in the HEAn, or VERTIGO; its caufesy 
mode of attack, and prognoftic,’ 241. Treatment, 242. 


Of the ae ooTH-ACH, or ODONTALGIA, and its caules, 
242. Treatment, 243. Means for preferving the 
teeth, 245. 


Of Dearngss, or PARACUSIS, and its caufes, 24% ae 
Prognoftic and treatment, 247. ; 


Of the Scaup Heap, or Tinea, and its caufe, 248, 
‘Treatment, a 
Of 


ae 


\ 


viii CONTENTS, 
Of the BRoNcHOCELE and its caufes, 250. Mode of 
coming on, prognoftic, and the morbid appearances on 


diffection, 251. “Treatment, 252. 

Of the \rcH, or Psora; its caufes and fymptoms, 256. 
Treatment, 257- | 

Of Herpss; its nature, caufes, and treatment, 258. 


“Of the Rinc Worm, or ImPETico; its caufes and fymp- 


toms, 259. Treatment, 260. 


Of the Guinza Worm, and its caufes, 260. Appears 


ances, prognoftic, and treatment, 261. 


Of a CANCER, or SARCOMA, and its charaCteriftics, 262. 
Caufes and fymptoms, 263, Prognoftic, 264. Treat- 
ment during the occult ftate of the tumor, 264, and Vol. I. 

«yoo. ‘Treatment after ulceration has commenced, 266. 
‘The application of carbonic’ acid gas, with the mode 
of employing it, as recommended by Dr. Ewart, 267. 
Different preparations of corrofive fublimate and arfenic 
much ufed, and amongft the reft Plunket’s celebrated 
powder, 26g. Chimney fweepers cancer, 263, and 
270, 


Of the CuILBLAIN, or PERNIO, 271. Treatment, 272. 


(/f Urcers and their caufes, 273. Cure, 274. New 
mode of treatment recommended by Mr. Baynton, and 
much approved of by other furgeons, 275. 


Of Sprains, 281. Treatment, 282. 


Of Scaups aud Burns, with the remedies ufually em- * 
_ ployed, 284. New made of treatment advifed by Mr, | 
Kentifh, 285, 


Of a Difficulty and Suppreffion of Urtne, or Dysurra 
and IscHURIA, and their caufes, 290. Symptoms and 
prognoftic, 291. ‘Treatment, 292. 


Of an INconTineNcyY of Urine, or ENEURESIS, and its 
caufles, 295. Treatment, 296% 


of 


7 


CONTENTS. — ix 
Of ImpoTENcy, or ANAPHRODISIA; its caufes, prog- 
noftic, and treatment, 297. 


Of Furor UTERinus; its caufes and treatment, 298. 
Of a Loss of APPETITE, or ANOREXIA, 299. 


Of the HEART-BURN, FLATULENCY, and EructTa- 
TIONS, 300. 


Of the CANINE APPETITE, or BuLIMus, and its caufes, 
300. A remarkable cafe of the ailcatc, 301 ; its treat- 
ment, 302. 


Of an INvoLUNTARY Emission of SEMEN, or Gonor- 
RHOEA DorMIENTIUM, and its caufes, 302. Prognoftic 
and treatment, 303. 


Of the GRAVEL and Stone, and their caufes, 304. 
Symptoms and prognoftic, 305. Treatment, 306. 


Of Worms, or VeRMES, their different {pecies, caufes 
_and fymptoms, 312. Prognoftic and ixeatmhent, 313. 


Of CosTIVENESS, or OssTIPATio; its concomitant fymp- 
toms and treatment, 317. 


Of IMMODERATE SWEATING, or ogee agent ; its caufes 
and treatment, 318. | 


/ 


Of Difeafes not referrible to any particular Clas. 


Of the Dirrerent Kinps of Poisons, 320. Of the 
mineral poifons, 321. Of vegetable poifons, 323, Of 
aerial and animal poifons, 325; Symptoms with ‘which 
the poifon of the rattle fnake is attended, 325. ‘Treat- 
ment, 326. Treatment of the bites of other venemous 
ferpents, 327. Symptoms and treatment of the bite of a 
viper, 328. “[reatment of the bites of mufquittos, fcor- 
pions, centipides, fpiders, and wafps, 329 and 330. Of 
poifonous fifth, 330. Suppofed caufes of this deleterious 
quality, 331. Symptoms which attend this poifon, 332. 

Vo. II. Yeon Prognoltic, 


x CONTENTS. 


| Prognoftic, 333. Tieatment, 334. Modes of diftin- 
guifhing fifh of a poifonous nature from thofe that are 
wholefome, 330. 


Of SuspENDED ANIMATION in confequence of drowning, 
fuffocation, and ftrangulation, 337... Means, to be em- 
ployed for the purpofe of re- animating perfons recently 
drowned, 339. Means to be ufed in cafes of frangut- 
lation and fuffocation, 341. 


Of the Diszases of PREGNANCY arnt its different 


_ ftages, 342. ‘Treatment of the trivial onés, 343. Of 
convullions, 349. 


Of Axsortions and FLoopines, 350. Caufes, 351 
eR, prognottic, and treatment, 352. 


? 


Of the DISEASES of the PUERPERAL STATE. After- 
pains, 356. Coftivencfs, and flow of the:lochia, 357. 
Suppreffion of the lochia and milk fever, 358. Inflam. 
mation and tumours in the breafts, 359. Excorations of 

the nipples, 361. Miliary eruptions, 362. 


Of an INFLAMMATION of the UTERUS or HYSTERITIS, 
and its caufes, 363. Symptoms, 364. Prognoftic and 
morbid appearances, 365. Treatment, 306. 


Of an INFLAMMATION of the PERITON.£UM, or - Peri 
TONITES, and its caufes, 369g. Symptoms, 370. Prog- 
noftic, 371. Morbid appearances and treatment, 372, 


Of the PUERPERAL FEVER, or Fepris PUERPERARUM, 
and the various opinions with refpect to its nature, 375. 
Symptoms, 377. Prognoftic, 378. Morbid appear- 


ances, 379. ‘Treatment, 380. Mode of prevention, 
5387s | 


a 


Pie 


oe Oe: T RUNCTS, Xi 


Of the DISEASES of INFANTS. 


of an eee CESSATION of Lire, or ASPHYXIA, 
and the means to be purfued for its reftoration, 368. 


Of the YELLow Gum, or lcrERus INFANTUM, 389. 
Of ExcoritatTions and ERUPTIONS, 390. 


Of Aciprrizs, Gripzs, and FLATULENCY, 391. Dif- 
ference of opinion amongft authors relative to the hu- 
man milk containing any fenfible quantity of curdy 
matter or not, 393 


Of the LocKED Jaw, or Trismus NAscENTIUM, and 
its fuppofed caufes, 394. ‘Treatment and mode of pre- 
vention, 397. 


_Of the es a or APHTHE, 398. 


Of a FALLING of the FUNDAMENT, or PROLAPSUS ANI, 
4.00. 


Of Dentirion, 401. Symptoms, 402. Treatment 
where much irritation is produced, 403. 


Of ConVULSIONS, 404, 


Of the Venereat Disezasz, and the fymptoms with. 
which it is attended in Infants, 406. aii 407. 


A Taste ofthe Proportions of Rilscuas and Opium 
in the different Compofitions of the Lonpon Poar- 
MACOPGIA, 410, 


A Taste of the Names altered in the Lonpon Poar~~ 


‘MACOP@IA - = - a = ats ted 
INDEX to the REMEDIES ‘- ie - ~ = 1422), 
INDEX tothe DIsEASES - ~ ~ 3) ge 432 


. 1.12. for myfentery, read mefentery. 
. 1.13. for mattrafs, read mattrefs. 

. 1.22. for envelloped, read enveloped. 
. 1. 12. for plaifters, read platter. 

-and 139. for pilule ex hydrargyro, read ila ex 


ERRA TAY 


. Lag. for on abforption, read on an abforption. 


], lait. for conditions, read condition. 


hydrargyro. 


eed for, “labize, read \abia, 

. 12. fer Veruce, read Verruce. 

. Lai. for advifeable, read advifable. 

fide ce ae aren read parched. 

. lz. of the 2d column of formule for Suille Pree 


‘parat. 2j. read 3}. 


;. and 303, 1. 2. 1ft column of formula, for tere, reag 


terantur, 
2. for preturnatural, read preternatural. 

. 6, for diaphore€tics, read diaphoretics. 

. g. for digitalis purperea, read digitalis purpurea. 
. 3. for tomour, read tumour, 

. 3. for Hyfleritus, read Hyfteritis. 

16. is billions, read bilious. 


PRACTICE OF PHYSIC. 


Of NERVOUS DISORDERS, 


continued. 


Of the Dry-Betty Acne, 
! or 
Corica Picronym. | 
“WNHE characteriftics of this difeafe are—obfti- 


nate coftivenefs, with a vomiting of acrid or 
porraceous bile, pains about the region of the navel, 
fhooting from thence to each fide with exceffive 
violence, ftrong convulfive fpafms in the intef- 
tines, and a tendency to a paralyfis of the extremi- - 
ties, ; 
Itis occafioned by long continued coftivenefs; by 
an accumulation of acrid bile; by cold applied either 
to the extremities or to the belly itfelf; by a free 
- ufe of unripe fruits, and by great irregularity in the 
mode of living.—From its occurring frequently in 
Devonfhire,and other cyder counties, it has been fup- 
pofed to ariie from an impregnation of lead received 
into the ftomach ; but this feems to be a miftake, 
Vou. IL B as 
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as it is a.very prevalent difeafe in the Weft Indies 
likewife, where no cyder is made, and where there 
is only a very fmall quantity cf lead in the mills em- 
ployedto extract the juice from the fugar canes. One 
or other of the caufes juft enumerated, may juftly 
be faid always to give rife to this fpecies of colic. 

The difeafe comes on gradually witha pain at the 
pit of the ftomach, extending downwards to the in- 
teftines, accompanied by eructations, flight ficknefs 
at the ftomach, thirft, anxiety, obftinate coftivenefs, 
and a quick contracted pulle. After a fhort time, 
the pains increafe confiderably in violence, the whole 
region of the belly is highly painful to the touch, the 
mufcles of the abdomen are’contracted into hard 
irregular knots or lumps, the inteftines themfelves 
exhibit fymptoms of violent {pafm, infomuch that 
a glyfter can hardly be injected from the. powerful 
contraction of the fphin¢cter ani; and there is conftant 
reftleisnefs, with a frequent vomiting of an acrid or 
porraceous matter, but more particularly after taking 
either food or medicine. 
- Upon a further increafe of the fymptoms, or their 
not being quickly alleviated, the fpafms become 
more frequent as well as violent, the coftivenefs 
proves invincible, and an inflammation of the intef- 
tines enfurés, which foon deftroys the patient by ter- 
minating in gangrene. In an advanced {tage of the 
difeafe, itis no uncommon occurrence me dyfuria 
to take place in a very high degree, 

The dry belly ache is always attended with fome | 
degree of danger, but which is ever in proportion to 
dhe violence of the fymptoms, and the duration of the 


i | '  difeafe. 
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difeafe. Even when it doesnot prove fatal, it is too 
apt to terminate in palfy, and toleave behind it con- 
tractions of the hands and feet, with an inability 
in their mufcles to perform their office; and in this 
miferable ftate of exiftence, the patient lingers out 
many wretched years. Such confequences are very 
frequent in warm climates, and many fell under my 
immediate care and obfervation, during my pra¢tice 
in the Weft Indies. ee. 
Diffections of this difeafe ufually fhew the fame 


morbid appearances as in common colic, only in a 


much higher degree. 
The atin tens of cure in the a ache feem 
to be, 


ift, To guard apainft the ei lode of inflam- 
mation, where the attack is fevere, and the Logand 


young and plethoric : 

adly, To take off the fpafm, by ‘means of various 
antifpafmodic powers ; and, 

3dly, To excite the adtion of the inteftines, by 
purgatives and other means. 

To anfwer the firlt of thefe intentions, if the fymp- 
toms are fo violent as to endanger the taking place 
of aninflammation of the inteftines, it will by all 
means be advifable to take away a quantity of blood 
proportionate to the age and habit of the patient, 
and that at an early period of the difeafe. Iam fen- 
fible that bleeding has been highly difapproved of by 
fome practitioners in this difeafe, on the fuppofition 
of its being purely fpafmodic ;- but as inflammation, 
and its fatal termination in gangrene, not unfre- 
guently enfue, it feems to be an advifable operation 

B 2 inh 


,, 
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in all cafes where the fymptoms run high at firft. 
In debilitated habits, elderly people, and mild 
attacks, its ufe may very properly be difpenfed 
with, 

- The ftep advifed being adopted, (if judged ne- 
ceflary) we fhould next refort to antifpafmodics for 
the purpofe of anfwering the fecond intention, viz. 
that of removing the fpafms. The remedies in 
general ufe for this purpofe are, fomentations ap- 
plied to the abdomen by means of flannel cloths 
wrung out in a warm decoétion of poppy heads 
with an addition of alkohol; frequent immerfion in 
a warm bath, and the internal ufe of opium in 
confiderable dofes. Where thefe means fail to 
procure ‘the defired effeét, it is ufual to have re- 
courfe to anodyne * or tobacco glyfters, either in 
the form of infuf&ien or fmoke, as advifed under the 
head of other colics, as likewife to the application 
of a large blifter to the abdomen. 

In thofe cafes where, from the great irritability of 
the ftomach, we cannot get opium to fit long _ 
enough on it, fo as to produce the defired effect, it 
probably might be attended with advantage to 
convey it into the fyftem, by means of Frid as 
in the form advifed below }, repeating it at fhort in- 
tervals of about two hours, till fome fenfible effe& 


1S 
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is obferved. This mode of introducing opium into 
the habit was originally fuggefted by the late Mr. 
Pott, in the treatment of a mortification of the toes 
and feet; and, on his authority, has lately been much _ 
practifed by Mr. Ward, furgeon to the Manchefter 
infirmary, in various other difeafes. He informs — 
us* that from frequent trials he thinks himfelf war- 
ranted in drawing the following inferences: 1ft, That 
opium, when diligently applied externally, fo as to 
be abforbed by the lymphatics, has powerful effects 
in allaying irritation, removing {pafm, and procuring 
fleep. a2dly, That it is capable of preducing thefe 
happy effects, where the exhibition of it internaily 
had not the fame falutary operation. 3dlv, That 
this mode of introducing it into the fyftem, may 
be \reforted to with advantage, when it cannot 
be given internally, or when it will not ‘fit on the 


feaansels 
As foon as the fpafms (aifFer fome relaxation, and 


the ftomach is fomewhat compofed, we then fhould 
advife fome tnild cathartic to be taken, fuch as the 
Oleum Ricini, Tin@ura Senne Compofita, or a fo- 
lution of common purgative falt, affifting the ope- 
ration of the medicine, by adminiftering a laxative 
elyfter every three or four hours, fhould the de- 
fired effe€&t not be produced fpeedily, and inter- 
pofing an opiate according to the feverity of the 

_pains.. 
When our endeavours to put a ftop to the vo- 
miting and B aalae as likewife to procure ftools, are 
crowned 


} 


- » See Medical and Phyfical Journal for July I 799» page 447. 
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crowned with fuccefs, we are then carefully to guard 
againft a return of the difeafe, by keeping the | body 
regular and Open, and by cautioning thé patient 
againtt expofing himfelf to cold, or any other oc- 
cafional caufe. 

Should a tingling fiinfation be felt down the fpine, 

together with a feeblenefs and numbnefs in the ex- 
tremities, the parts affected may be chafed or rubbed 
with fome kind of ftimulating application, as advifed 
under the head of Palfy ; befides which, the patient 
fhould frequently make ufe of warm bathing, al- 
“ways giving a preference to natural baths where they 
can be reforted to. In addition to thefe refhedies, 
a long continued ufe of Peruvian bark, bitters, 
chalybeates, and friction with a flefh brufh, affifted 
by electricity, may be employed.—Flannel fhould 
likewife be worn next to the fkin. 

In flight cafes of colica pictonum, Dr. Percival 
found alum adminiftered in dofes of fifteen grains 
every fourth, fifth, or fixth hour, to afford very great 
relief.—Metallic tonics, as advifed under the head 
of Epilepfy, fem well adapted to this diforder, and 
have indeed been ufed with confiderable fuccefs. 


\ 


Of the CHOLERA MORBUS: 


A rrequent and violent difcharge of bilious mat- 
~ ter, both upwards and downwards, with painful 

eripings, conftitutes this difeafe. 
In warm climates it ts met with at all feafons of 
i the 
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the year, and its occurrences are very frequent; but 


in England, and other cold climates, it is apt to be 
moft prevalent in the middle of fummer, particu- 
larly in the month of Auguft; and the violence of the 


difeafe has ufually been obferved to be greater in 


proportion to the intenfenefs of heat. Thete 
circumftances naturally induce us to prefume, that 
cholera morbus is the effect of a warm atmofphere 
producing fome change in the ftate of the bile; 
which change may Conti either in the matter of the 
bile being rendered more acrid, or its being fecreted 
in a cena quantity. In fome inftances, the 
difeafe has been obferved to proceed from an ob- 


ftructed perfpiration, as likewife from food which 


has paffed readily into the acetous fermentation ; 
but thefe caufes moft probably would not give rife 
to it without the predifpofition. acquired by preced- 
ing great heat. 7 

‘Tt - ufually comes on with forenefs, pain, diftention, ; 
and flatulency in the ftomach and inteftines, fuc- 
ceeded quic kly by a fevere and frequent vomiting 
and purging of bilious matter, heat, thirft, a bur- 
ried refpiration, and a frequent but weak and flut- 
tering pulfe, 
_ When the difeafe is not.violent, thefe fymptoms, 
after continuing for a day or two, ceafe gradually, 
leaving the patient in a debilitated and exhautted - 
ftate ; but where the difeafe proceeds with much 


violence, there arifes great depreffion of ftrength, 


with cold clamrny fweats, confiderable anxiety, a 
hurried and fhort refpiration, and hiccups, with a 
inking and scene of the pulfe, which quickly 

B 4, terminate 


: 
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terminate in death; an event tnat not unfrequently 
happens within the {pace of 24 hours. 

Our opinion muft ever be unfavourable, when the 
laft mentioned fet of fymptoms accompany the eva- 
cuations upwards and downwards; but when the 
" vomiting abates and fleep enfues, we may prefume 
to entertain fome hopes of the patient’s recovery. 

The appearances generally to be obferved on dif- 
tection, where cholera terminates fatally, are, an ac- 
cumulation of bile in the ftomach and inteftines, par- 
ticularly in the duodénum ; relaxation and diftention 
of the biliary ducts and choledochus, and a removal 
of many of the vifcera from their proper places, oc- 
cafioned probably by the violence si {training in 
vomiting. | 

From the very irritable ftate of the ftomach on 
the firft attack of the difeafe, it is almoft impofible 
for any kind of medicine to be retained on it, and 
every thing is thrown up again almoft as foon as 
fiaiowed To abate this irritation, and evacuate 
the redundant or acrid bile, #t will be neceffary, during 
this ftage of the diforder, to make the patient drink 
plentifully of diluent liquors, fuch as barley water, 
linfeed tea, rice gruel, chicken broth, or toaft and 
water ; and, to affift the effect of their operation, te- 
pid mucilaginous olyfters of the fame nature may 


likewife be injected. 
In addition to thefe means, flannel baits wrung 


out in a warm decoétion of poppy heads flightly 
bruifed, with an addition of about one fourth of {piri- 
tus camphoratus, may be applied to the region of the 
ftomach, taking care to renew them as often as they 


become cold. 
| As 
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As foon as the ftomach is fufficiently wafhed out 
by the diluents juft recommended, we fhould then 
endeavour to allay or put a {top to the irritation, by 
adminiftering opium in fufficiently large dofes, but, © 

at the fame time, in as fmall a bulk as poflible. 
Tt may be given in the quantity of a grain or a grain 
and a halfin the form ofa pill, and be repeated every | 
two hours, .as lone as the urgency of the cafe may 
require: If the pill j is rejected, about forty drops of 
tinétura opii may be added toa faline draught, {wal- 
lowed in the act of effervefcence; and this may be 
repeated as frequently as the former. In fome in-. 
ftances, where‘the fpafms have been fo violent as 
quickly to induce an alarming {tate of debility, I 
_ have known the quantity of opium to have been in- 
creafed to eight or ten grains in each dofe. , 

If opium, adminiftered by the mouth, fhould fail 
to abate the irritation of the ftomach, we ought then: 
to make trial of it in the form of aglyfter *. Should 
both ways fail, we then may introduce it into the 
fyftem by friction, in the manner mentioned under 

_ the head of Colica Pictonum. It is probable, that 
putting. the patient into a warm bath, might affilt 
the effect of opiates in all fuch defperate cafes. 
[have lately been informed by a medical friend 
who practifed many years in the Weit-Indies, where 
cholera is of frequent occurrence, as has before been - 
obferved, that he found large dofes of the acidum 

Vitriolicum » 


* IX. Decott. Avenz 3 x. 
Tind. Opii 4: Me 
ft. Enema, 
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vitriolicum dilutum, to abate the irritation of the 
ftomach more readily than even opium. 

Although we may have been fo fortunate as to 
procure a remiffion of the fymptoms, ftill as there 
is in this difeafe a great tendency in the fpafms to 
recur after the operation of the opium is over, it will 
by all means be advifable to continue its ufe for fe- 
veral days, in fuch a manner as to keep up a con- 
ftant effect. 

As the debility induced by the difeafe greatly 
favours the difpofition to fpafmodic affeions, it 
~ mav be proper, at the fame time that we ufe opiates, 
to employ tonics, a8 wine, bark, and chalybeates 
(fee Dyfpepfia) in order to reftore the tone of the 
ftomach, taking care at the fame time to obviate 
coftivenefs by fome gentle laxative, fuch as rhu- 
barb. 

As a vegetable srs and ftrengthener of the fto- 
mach, columbo root will be found a ufeful medicine, 
and may therefore be given*. 

On recovery, the patient fhould pay particular 
attention to his diet, carefully abftaining from all 
things which might promote a return of the difeafe, 
and ubne only fuch as are light and nutritive, and 
- which do not readily become acefcent. He is like- 
wife to guard againft expofures to cold, fhould ob- 
ftructed perfpiration have given rife to the difeafe, 


ae 7 ue Of 


* P .Infus Quaffie Zjfs. |. Pulv. Colomb. gr. x. 
Ting. Colomb. 3:14). ——Zingib. 
—— Card.C. 3j.M. Ferri Rubigin. aa. gr. v. 
£t. Hautes ter in diefumend:| Syrup. Rofz q. M. 
vel, ft. Bolus bis quoticie capiendus, 
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Of a DIARRHEA, 
or 
LOOSENESS. 


~Diarruca confifts in a frequent and copious 
difcharge of feculent matter by ftool, accompanied 
by griping, and often at firft, with a flight de- 
gree of vomiting, but unattended either by inflam- 
mation, fever, or -cOntaolo noe We prefence of thefe, 
with tenefmus and an evacuation of hardened balls, 
or {cybala, inftead of natural foeces, which prevail in 
dyfentery, will always enable the practitioner readily 
to diftinguifh the two difeafes from each other. 

In diarrhoea there 1s evidently a morbid increafe 


of the periftaltic motion ; which morbid increafe is. 


the effect of a variety of caufes applied cither to the 
body in general, or acting folely on the parts 
affected. 

Of the former may’ be noticed the application of 
cold to the furface of the body, fo as to give a check 
to the perfpiration, and thereby determine the flow of 
blood more to the interior parts ; as likewife paffions 


of the mind, and certain difeafes, as dentition, gout,’ 


fever, &c. | 

Of the latter may be enumerated, firft, matters 
taken into the ftomach, and acting either from their 
epancry as in the cafe of overcharging the organ, or 
from their nature on the ftate of the Raniick itfelf, 
producing fermentation, as acid fruits, oily and pu- 
trid fubftances, and purgative medicines: fecondly, 
matters generated in the body, and thrown into, the 


inteftines, as acrid bile, pancreatic juice, purulent 


matter > 


i2 2 PRACTICE or Purysic: . 


matter, water in dropfy, worms, &c.: thirdly, mu- 
cous matter poured from the mucous follicles of the 
inteftines themfelves, in confequence of an increafed 
excretion, and producing what is known by the name 
of diarrhoea mucofa. 

In diarrhoea, each difcharge is ufually preceded 
by a murmuring noife, and eee in the intef- 
tines, together with a fenfe of weight, and uneafinefs 
in the lower belly, which ceafe on the difcharge tak- 
ine place, but are again renewed before the one 
which is to fucceed, enfues. As the difeafe advan- 
ces, the ftomach becomes affected, and ficknefs, nau- 
fea, and vomiting prevail, the countenance turns 
pale, and the {kin is dry and rigid. If it continues 
for any length of time, unbveeal emaciation, drop- 
fy of the teoeed extremities, and relaxation of every 
part enfue, together with a great lofs of ftrength. 

In forming our prognoftic in this difeafe, we are 
to be determined by the particular cauie from which 
it arifes; whether fymptomatic of another diforder, 
and whether of a critical nature, as lhkewife by the 
degree of debility prefent in the fyftem, and the 
length of time it has continued. Where it attacks 
pregnant women, it 1s always to be confidered as 
attended with danger. : 
 Diffeftions of diarrhoea, which*have terminated 
fatally, have fhewn that where it prevailed as a pri- 
mary difeafe, ulceration of fome portion of the in- 
teftines is the morbid change moft ufually met 
with ; in which cafe, the inner membrane is often 
abraded for a confiderable extent, and its muicular 
coat laid bare. They have likewife fhewn that the 
follicular glands are the moft frequent feat of fuch 

ulcerations, 


! 
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ulcerations, and that they now and then become 
cancerous, and affume the fame appearance as 
_ fchirrus, and cancer in other parts. 

When it has been fymptomatic, the morbid 
changes of the organs belong to the primary difeafes, 
of which the diarrhea is merely a fymptom. 

In the treatment of diarrhcea, it will be neceflary 
to attend to the following indications: 

Firft, To obviate or remove the morbid caufe: 

Secondly, To fufpend the increafed action which 
conftitutes the difeafe : and, | 
Thirdly, To reftore the impaired tone of the 
parts. : 

When the difeate has arifen from excefs or re- 

pletion, the firft indication may be anfwered by 
giving a gentle emetic of ipecacuanha, Vomits, not 
only cleanfe the ftomach, but promote all the fe~ 
cretions. The day after the emetic, a {mall quantity 
of rhubarb * may be adminiftered. 

If it has proceeded from obftructed perfpiration, 

in confequence of expofure to cold, we muft then, 
endeavour to reftore it, by naufeating dofes of ipe- 
-cacuanha +, or of fome antimonial preparation, as 
the pulvis antimonialis, pulvis Jacobi vera, or a fo- 

lution 


* R. Pulv. Rhabarb. 3I fs, + RK. Pulv. Be Comp. gr. 
Aq. Cinnam. 3 ifs. v.ad xij. 


Tinct, Lav.C, 3 4.M. | . ——— Aromat. er. vi. 
ft. Hauftus. Vel Conferv. Rofee.. q.s. M. 
RK Pulv. Rhabarb. 9 j. ft. Bolus. 


--—— Aromat. gr. v. 
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lution of the antimonium tartarifatum, which may. . 
be repeated every two or three hours. 

- Along with thefe, we may recommend a free ufe 
of diluents and-demulcents, fuch as barley, rice, 
marfhmallows, quince, or calcined hartfhorn de- 
coétions, the emulfion of gum arabic, linfeed tea, 
or toaft and water, which will ferve both to wath 
out the offending matter, and to guard the inteftines 
againit.its faither action. | 

When. the difeafe is piscitanaea by acidities, it 
will be neceff fary to make ufe of abforbents as be- 
low *, and where a putrid fermentation is con- 
fpicuous (as in the cafe of fcurvy, and other putrid 
difeafes) we muft-employ acids, fuch as ripe fruits, 
or the acidum vitriolicum in a diluted ftate. 

In moft cafes of diarrhoea, purgatives are found to 
prove in yurious; but where it arifes froman acrimony, 
which is extremely tenacious, and that adheres 
clofely to the internal furface of the inteftines, or, is 
retained in their folds, thefe are the only remedies 


that 
* BR. Miftur. Cretac. Ziv. Ris tee Magnes. Alb. 51). 
Spirit..Cinnam. Zi. Pulv. Rhabarb. gr. viii. 
_ Ag. Ammon. Pur. 31. —— Aromat. gr. xy. M. 
Tint. Lav.C. 3fs.M.| ft. Pulvis mane et ‘vefp. fu- 
ft. Miftura cujus iumat. _ mend. 
Cochl. ij. wel ii}. pro re nata. Vel 
~ Vel : R. Pulv.e Cret: C. cum 
kK. Deco&. Corn. Cerv. fb 1. Opio gr. xv. 
oe die pro potu ordinar. Confery. Rof. q. s 
Fel ft. Bolus. 


R. Sal. Corn. Cerv. gr. x. 
Aq. Menth. Sativ. 3 ils. 
Syr. Rofe - - 31. M. 

ft. Haufius. 


Fel 
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that can remove the difeafe, and ought therefore, in 
fuch a cafe to be employed. The neutral falts will 
be the moft proper purgatives on this occafion, and 
more particularly the fal-catharticum amarum, na- 
tron vitriolatum, and foda phofphorata. 

Should diarrhoea proceed from acrid or poifonous 
fubftances taken into the ftomach, the patient muft 
drink plentifully of diluting liquors, with fat broths, | 
to promote a vomiting; and to carry the remainder 
downwards, a purge of the oleum ricini may im- 
mediately afterwards be adminiftered. To remove 
the irritation, fmall dofes of tinétura opii may like- 
wife be taken. | 

When gout, repelled from the extremities, falls on 
the inteftines, and occafions a diarrhoea, it muft again 
be folicited towards the extremities by warm fomen- 
tations, cataplafms, or blifters. The perfpiration is 
at the fame time to be promoted by drinking plen- 
tifully of wine whey. If thefe means fail, a gentle 
dofe of fome ftomachic purgative, fuch as the 
tin@tura rhabarb. compos. may be given, after 
which, the’ abforbent mixture juft recommended, 
may be ufed in frequent repeated dofes, with an 
addition of ten or twelve drops of tinétura opii to 
each. 

Should diarrhcea be occaftoned « worms, which 
may be known from the fliminefs of the {tools, 
_mixed with pieces of the decayed worms, medicines 
mutt be given to deftroy and carry off thefe vermin, 
as advifed under that particular head. 

When it proceeds from a ufe of unwholefome 
water, and the fituation of the perfon will not ad- 
mit of its being changed, the addition of a {mall 

quantity 


/ 
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quantity of quick lime, chalk, or the like, poffibly 
*may correct this effect, 

The diarrhcea which attends on dentition fhould 

never be checked, uulefs it prevails in fo high a de- 

gree as to prove hurtfulto the child; in which cafe 
four or five grains of toafted rhubarb, with about 
eight or ten of prepared chalk or magnefia, may 
be given in a little panado or any other food. This, 
if repeated three or four times, will gener ally cor- 
ret. the acidity, and put a oP to the griping 
ftools. 

A diarrhoea that is likely to prove critical or fa- 
lutary, is by no means to be rafhly ftopt; but when ~ 
it attacks pregnant women, the moft powerful re- 
medies ought immediately to be employed. 

To anfwer the fecond indieation in the cure of 
diarrhoea, viz. that of fufpending the increafed ac- 
~ tion which conftitutes the dueafe, it will be proper 

to have recourfe to opiates, which may either be 
‘given feparately, in fmall and repeated dofes, fo as 
to keep up a conftant effect, or be combined with 
whatever other medicines * we adminntiter. 

The third indication is effected by a ufe of aftrin- 
gents, and tonics. ‘Thefe remedies are efpecially 
adapted to thofe cafes where the irritability of the 
inteftines- depends .upon a lofs of tone, and which 

may 


* RK. Confed&. Opiat. gr. XV. 
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may occur, either from debility of the whole fyf- 
tem, or from caufes acting on the inteftines alone. 

The aftringents in moft ceneral ufe are, alum, 
logwood, catechu, and gum kino, which, may be 
adminiftered in any of the forms advifed below *. 
Yn habitual, and long protracted diarrhoea, fome 
patients have derived much benefit from drinking 
about a pint of lime water a day, mixed with an 
_ equal quantity of milk, in which about an ounce of 
gum arabic has been diffolved. 

The tonics which are moft likely to prove ufeful 
are, the Peruvian, Anguftura, and Cafcarilla barks, 
Columbo root, preparations of iron, and chalybeate 
waters, together with a proper quantity of Port wine 
taken daily. Thefe may be adminiftered as here 

recom-. 
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recommended *, or as prefcribed under the head of 
Dyfpepfia. | 

From whatever caufe a diarrhcea proceeds, when- 
ever itis found neceffary to check it, the diet ought 
to confift of rice boiled with milk, and flavoured with 
cinnamon, together with preparations of fago, with 
an addition of red port, and the lighter forts of meats 
roafted, as veal, lamb, or chickens. All kinds of 
fermented liquors fhould be avoided, except wine 
or brandy. 

‘Thofe who are liable to frequent returns.of this” 
difeafe, either from a peculiar weaknefs, or too great 
an irritability ‘of the bowels, fhould live temperately, 
avoiding crude fummer fruits, all unwholefome 
food, and meats of hard digeftion. They ought 
likewife to beware of cold, moifture, or whatever 
may obftruct the perfpiration, and they fhould 
wear flannel next to the fkin. 
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Of th DIABETES. 


Grear thirft, with a voracious appetite, gra- 
dual emaciation of the whole’ body, and a fre- 
quent difcharge of urine, containing a large’ pro- 
portion of faccharine and other matter, which is 
voided in a quantity far exceediag that of the ali- 
ment or fluid introduced, are the characteriftics of 
this difeafe. 

Thofe of a fhattered dieses and thofe who 
are in the decline of life, are moft fubje& to its at- 
tacks. It not unfrequently attends on hyiteria, hy- 
-pochondriafis, dyfpepfia, and afthma, but it is al- 
ways much milder when fymptomatic, than when 
it appears as a primary affection. 

Diabetes may be occafioned by a ufe of ftrong 
diueretic medicines, intemperance of life, and hard 
drinking ; excefs in venery, fevere evacuations, or 
by any thing that tends to produce an impoverifhed 
{tate of the blood, or general debility. - It has, how- 
ever, taken place, in many inftances, without any 

obvious caufe. | 

That which immediately gives rife to the difeafe, 
has ever been confidered as obfcure, and various 
theories have been advanced on the occafion. It has 
been ufual to confider diabetes as the effect of ré- 
laxation of the kidneys, or as depending on a ge- 
neral colliquation of the fluids. Dr. Ritcher, pro- 
feffor of medicine in the Univerfity of Goettengen, 
fuppofes the difeafe to be generally of a {palmodie 
nature, occafioned by a ftimulus acting on the kid-. 
neys ; hence a fecretio aucta urine, and fometimes ~ 
perverfa, is the confequence. Dr. Darwin thinks 

i 2 th 
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that it is owing to an inverted action of the urinary 
branch of the lymphatics ; which doétrine, although 
it did not efcape the cenfure of the beit anatomifts, 
and. experimental phyfiologifts, met neverthelefs 
with a very favourable reception on its being firft 
announced. ‘The late Dr. Cullen offered it as his 
opinion, that the proximate caufe of this difeafe 
micht be fome fault in the affimilatory powers, or 
in thofe employed in converting alimentary mat- 
ters into the proper animal fluids, which theory 
has fince -beén adopted by Dr. Dobfon, and ftill - 
later by Dr. Rollo, furgeon-general to the royal 
artillery. The liver has been thought by fome to 
be the chief fource of the difeafe; but diabetes is 
hardly ever attended with any affection of this organ, 
as has been proved by frequent diffections, and when 
obferved, it 1s to be confidered as accidental. 

The primary feat of the difeafe is, however, far 
from being abfolutely determined in favour of any 
hypothefis yet advanced; and from the moft atten- 
tive confideration of all the circumftances, the 
weight of evidence appears to induce the majority 
éf practitioners to confider diabetes as depending 
on a primary affection of the kidneys. 

Dr. Rollo informs us in his ingentous publication, 
that from having paid great attention to the moft 
remarkable circumftances and changes which took 
place during the cure in feveral cafes of this difeafe, 
he thinks himfelf authorized to draw the following 
inferences : » 

ft. That the diabetes mellitus is a difeafe of the 
ftomach, &c. proceeding from fome morbid change in 


abc natural powers o. - digettion and-affimilation. 
3 | ad. That 


~, 
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ad. That the kidneys, and other parts of the fyf- 
tem, as the head and fkin, are affected fecondarily, 
and generally by fympathy, as well as by a peculiar 
ftiimulus. 

3d. That the ftomach sSictkios confiftts in an ia- 
- creafed aGtion and fecretion, with a vitiation of the 
gaftric fluid, and probably in too active a flate of 
the lacteal abforbents. 

4th. That the cure of the difeafe is accomplifhed 
by regimen, and medicines preventing the forma- 
~ tion of fugar, and diminifhing the increafed action 
of the ftomach. | 

sth. That confinement, an entire abftinence from 
every fpecies of vegetable matter, or a diet folely of 
animal food, with emetics, hepatized ammonia, and | 
narcotics, comprehend the principal means to be 
employed. 

6th, That the fuccefs of the treatment in a va- 
_ miety of cafes, in a great meafure, eftablithes the five 
preceding inferences. 

7th. ‘That the faccharine matter of the difeafe is 
formed in the ftomach, and chiefly from vegetable 
matter, as has been fhewn by the immediate effects 
produced by the abftinence from vegetable matter 
and the ufe of animal food folely. 

8th. That acefcency is predominant in diabetic fto- 
machs, which continues even fome time after the en- 
tire abftinence from vegetable matter, and after the 
formation of fugar; and that while fuch acefcency 
remains, the difpofition to the difeafe — be fun- 
poled to continue. 
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oth. That the faccharine matter may be removed 
in taree days, and, by avoiding vegetable maiter, will 
not again be reproduced; but when the difeafe and 
the difpofitien to it will be finally removed, cannot 
be itated with accuracy. Such knowledge may, 
however, be acquired in thofe cafes where the 
patients adhere correétly to rules. 

10th. That there are two circumftances. to be 
confidered in this difeafe, which we may feparate in 
the progrefs of the treatment ; as it has been fhewn, 
that though the formation of fugar was prevented, 
yet the increafed action of the {tomach remained, 
and maintained the defect of affimilation, which 
prevented nutrition. Hence two objects occur in 
cure: for it is not yet determined whether the pre- 
venting the formation of fugar by an entire abfti-. 
nence from vegetable matter, and the ufe of animal 
food with fats, if properly perfevered in, might not 
ultimately comprehend the other, namely, the: re- 
moval of the morbid action of the ftomach. 

11th. That the lungs and fkin have no connec- - 
tion with the production of the difeafe. 

12th. That the quantity of urine is probably in 
proportion to the quantity of liquids taken in, and 
has but little dependance on abforption of fluids 
from the {urface of either fkin or lungs. 
_ 13th. That though the difeafe has been fhewn 
to confift ‘in an increafed morbid aétion of the fto- | 
mach, and probably too great a fecretion, with vi- 
tiation of the gaftric fluid, yet the peculiar or fpe~ 
cific conditions of either, as. forming the difeafe, is 

acknows 
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acknowledged to lie in obfcurity, and muft remain. 
fo, until the phyfiology of healthful digeftion is 
properly explained and eftablifhed. | 

The following are the objections which have been _ 
made to Dr. Rollo’ s theory of diabetes. 

1ft. That faccharine matter has not been detected 
in the blood, or in the ftomach. . 

edly. That the difeafe often fhews opioes of 
dy{pepfy, or weaknefs of digeftion. 

3dly. That the ftomach affection may be fympa- 
thetic of difeafed kidney, from the intimate confent 
between both : and, 

4thly. That the kidneys may be capable of form- 
ing or fecreting matter under a peculiar action, fimi- 
lar to the breafts of women. 

In anfwer to the firft of thefe objections, Dr, 
Rallo has replied, that it is dificult to afcertain the 
exact period in the procefs of digeftion, when this 
change may belooked for, and therefore an emetic 
might fail in affording the neceffary contents. With 
refpect to the blood, Dr. Dobfon affirmed the ex- 
iftence of faccharine matter in diabetic blood. In 
feyera] inftances, the ferum was turbid and wheyith, 
and it did not, on ftanding, undergo the ufual ARES 
of animal matter. | 

To the fecond objection which has been made to 
Dr. Rollo’s do&rine, he anfwers, that the increafed 
action of the ftomach is of a morbid kind,.and con- 
_ nected with debility: being, therefore, irreeular and 
imperfect, it does not seen metit disettiin: | 

To the third objection, Dr. Rollo has replied, 
that. the ftomach affeGtions which exift in diabetes, 


C4 are 
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are entirely different from thofe which take place im 
confequence of primary morbid conditions of the 
kidaey. He obferves, befides, that moft cafes of the 
difeafe have been preceded by ftomach derange- 
ment, or have been produced by caufes immediately 
operating on the ftomach, 

To the fourth objection he obferves, that the 
kidneys are not fecreting organs, but feparating only, 
and that a much greater change in their ftructure 
than has ever been found, muft take place, before 
they could become capable of fecreting faccharine 
matter. He further notices, that in fome inftances 
of diabetes, the ftructure of the seria has not 
been vifibly changed. | 

In fupport of the doétrine which Dr. Rollo 
advances, he has ufed the following arguments : 

1ft. The fact, that a ftomach affection generally 
precedes the urinary characteriftic eee of the 
. difeafe. 

adly. The faét, that a ftomach affection always 
attends the difeafe, which materially differs from 
that fympathetic of primary kidney affection. 

3dly. The fact, that a diet of animal foed, with 
an entire abftinence from vegetable or other matter, 
capable of forming fugar in the ftomach, removes 
fpeedily the general fymptoms, the faccharine mate~ 
ter, the quantity of urine, and its unnatural ftate. 

4thly. The fact, that diffection has fhewn no 
morbid condition of the kidneys, but what may be 
referrible to a continuance of increafed aétion from 
the application of a fimple itimulus, and probably 

fympathy, 
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fympathy, augmenting merely the capacity of their 
vefiels. 

‘Such are the arguments brougte forward by Dr 
Rollo in favour of his theory ; but a ftill ftronger than 

any of thefe is the fuccefs which has attended his 
mode of treatment, and which on his recommenda- 
tion has been purfued by other practitioners with a 
moft happy effect in this difeate. : 

Diabetes fometimes comes on flowly and i imper 
ceptibly, without any previous diforder, and it now 
and then arifés to a confiderable degree, and fubfifts 
long without being accompanied with evident difor- 
der in any particular part of the fyftem, the great 
thirft which always, and the voracious appetite which 
frequently occur in it, being often the only remark- 
able fymptoms; but it more generally happens, that 
a confiderable affection of the ftomach precedes the 
coming on of the difeafe, and that in its progrefs, be- 
fides the fymptoms already mentioned, there is great 
drynefs of the fkin, with a fenfe of weight in the 
kidneys, and a pain in the ureters, and the other uri« 
nary paflages. 

Under a long continuance of the difeafe, the 
body becomes sse0ich emaciated, the feer edematous, 
great debility arifes, the pulfe is frequent and fmall, - 
and an obfcure fever, with all the appearances of hec~- 
tic, prevail. 

The urine in diabetes, from being at firft infipid, 
clear, and colourlefs, foon acquires a fweetifh or fac- 

~charine tafte, its leading characteriftic; and when 
fubjected to experiment, a confiderable quantity of 
faccharine matter is to be extracted from it. : 


In 
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In fome inftances, the quantity of urine is much 

greater than can be accounted for from all the fources 
united. Cafes are recorded, in which twenty-five 
to thirty pints were difcharged in the fpace of a na- 
tural day, fér-.many fucceflive weeks, and even 
months; and in which the whole ingefta, as was 
faid, did not amount to half the weight of the urine. 
To account for this overplus, it has been alledged — 
that water is abforbed from the air by the furface of 
the body, as alfo that an extraordinary quantity of 
water is compounded in the lungs themfelves. To 
examine into the truth of thefe hypothefes, would 
be inconfiftent with the nature of this publication, 
It is fufficient that they are mentioned. 

It has been ufual to regard this difeafe as always 
attended with great difficulty of cure, and no incon- 
fiderable degree of danger, particularly where it at- 
tacks perfons advanced in years, or whofe conftitu- 
tions have fuffered much by any debilitating caufe 
whatever, efpecially hard drinking; but if we are to 
credit Dr. Rollo’s report, which feems both candid 
and ingenuous, and has indeed been confirmed by 
the teftimony of other practitioners, who have adopt- 
ed the mode of treatment he recommends, we may 
prefume that it need not in future be regarded in fo 
unfavourable a light, and that cures may be effected 
under the moft unpromifing circumftances, provi- 
ded a rigid compliance to his plan is obferved. 

Jiffeétions of diabetes have ufually fhewn the 

_ kidneys to be much affected. In fome initances, they 
have been found in a loofe flabby ftate, much enlarg- 
ed in fize, and of a pale afh colour; in others, they 
- have 


t 
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he 


have been difcovered much more vafcular than in dn 


healthy ftate, approaching a good deal to what takes 
place in inflammation, and containing in their infun- 
dibula, a quantity of whitifh fluid, fomewhat refem- 
bling pus, but without any fien of ulceration what- 
ever. Atthe fame time that hele appearances have 
been obferved in their interior, the fuperficial veins 
on their furface were found to be much fuller of 
blood than ufual, forming a moft beautiful network 
of veffels, the larger branches of which exhibited 
an abforbent appearance. In many cales of diffec- 
tion, the whole of the myfentery has been difcovered 
to be much difeafed, and its glands remarkably en- 
larged; fome'of them being very hard, and of an 
irregular texture; others fofter, and of an uniform 
fpherical fhape. Many of the lacteals have likewife 
been feen confiderably enlarged. ‘Che liver, pan~ 
creas, {pleen, and ftomach, are in general perceived 
to be ina natural ftate; when they are not fo, the 
occurrence 1s to be confidered as accidental. The 
bladder, in many cafes, is found to contain a quantity 
of muddy urine. 

The treatment of hae has hitherto been con- 
ducted on the principles of diverting the increafed 
difcharge elfewhere, and afterwards of reftoring the 
tone of the parts, 

The firft indication has been attempted by a ufe 
ef remedies, which open the pores, fuch as emetics, 
diaphoretics, the warm bath, additional cloathing, 
or the removal toa warm climate. Ass diaphoretics, 
the pulvis ipecac. compos. and antimonials, combined 
with opium, have principally been employed. _ 

The 
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The fecond indication, by aftringents and tonics. , 
The aftringents which have been moft ufedare, alum, 
zincum vitriolatum, gum kino, catechu, and the 
vitriolic, fulphuric, and nitric acids; but the firft and 
fecond feem to be the moft efficacious, and. may 
be combined together as below* or be given fepa- 
rately. “The tonics generally employed are, the dif- 
ferent preparations of bark, myrrh, and chalybeates, 
as advifed under the head of Dy{pepfia. 

The Brifto] hot-well waters, when drank at the 
fountain head, have long been celebrated for their 
good effects in this difeafe, and have by many been 
looked on as a kind of {pecific; they may therefore 
be reforted to, if the frtuation and circumftances of 
the patient will admit of it; but if not, he muft be 
content to fubftitute lime-water, which may be taken 
in the quantity of a pint or quart a day, mixed with 
an equal proportion of milk: By diffolving about 
half an ounce of gum arabie in each pint of milk, 
fome further advantages may poffibly be derived. 

The mephitic alkaline water has been much re- 
commended in this diforder, and it is probable that 
Schweppe’s foda water may beof fervice, as it is well 
calculated to relieve acidity in the ftomach. The 

-foda will be preferable to the vegetable alkali, as 
being lefs likely to act on the kidneys, 
Adminiftering 


mR: Alum. Rup, gr. xij. 
Zinc, Vitriol. gr. ij. adv, 
Conferv. Rofz, q. s. 
Opii. gr. fs, M. 


ft, Bolus ter quaterve in die fumendus cum 
Seri Aluminos. Ziv. 
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Adminiftering large dofes of opium have been 
found highly ufeful in this difeafe, in certain cafes.. 

The tincture of cantharides is a medicine which 
has fometimes been employed in diabetic cafes, 

Rubbing the fkin with oil, or any adhefive lini- 
ment, fo as to put a ftop to the fuppoied abforption 
of fluids thereby, has been much recommended in 
diabetic cafes. From an experiment made by Dr. 
Gerrard of the Liverpool Infirmary, it does not ap- 
pear, however, that there is any abforption of fluids 
by the fkin in this difeafe, for the body gained 
nothing by immerfion in a warm bath: this remedy 
feems therefore of a doubtful nature. 

To affift tne effeéts of the means which have been 
advifed, gentle exercife on horfeback, together with 
frequent friction over the kidneys, by means of a flefh 


-brufh or flannel, together with warm cloathing next 


to the fin, ought to be ufed. The patient is at the 
fame time to abftain from all ftrong drink, to make 
ufe of animal food as much as poffible, inftead of ve- 
getable, and by all means to avoid external cold, as 
any thing that checks the perfpiration cannot fail 
to determine a large quantity of fluid to the kidneys. 
Whilft we purfue thefe fteps, we are to obviate cof- 
tivenefs, and keep the body perfectly open, either 


with rhubarb or an infufion of fenna. 


When diabetes is fymptomatic of hyfteria, hy- 
pochondriafis, or afthma, the proper remedies for _ 
the primary difeafe, fhould be adminiftered. 

The mode of treatment which has juft been laid 
down is, with fome fmall improvement, that which 
has been purfued by moft practitioners; but’ it mutt 

be 
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be acknowledged to have proved in many inftances . 
very jaighteGieal, This being the cafe, it may not be 
improper to make mention of the plan recommend- 
ed by Dr. Rollo, which is faid to have often per- 
formed a cure under the moft unpromifing circum- 
ftances. ? 

The indications to be attended to, he fuppofes to 
be, to deftroy the faccharine procefs going on in the 
ftomach, to promote a healthy affimiation, to pre- 
vent a fuppofed increafed abforption by the furface, 
to diminifh the increafed action, andto change the 
imagined derangement of the kidneys. ’ 

To anfwer thefe indications, Dr. Rollo enjoins a 
diet, confifting wholly of animal food, abftaining ri- 
_ gidly from every kind of vegetable matter from 
which fugar may be produced; he likewife enjoins 
hepatized ammonia to be taken daily in the dofes 
hereafter to be mentioned; the fkin to be anointed 
with hogs lard; exercife to be avoided; antimonial 
wine with opium to be taken at night; an ulceration, 
about the fize of half-a-crown, to be formed oppo- 
fite to each kidney; and the bowels to be kept open 
by aloes and foap. ~ 

Dr. Rollo at firft was in the habit of ufing the 
kali fulphuratum ; but was induced to fubftitute the 
hepatized ammonia, under the fuppofition that the 
alkali of the former, had an improper effect on the 
kidneys. 

We are informed by Mr. Cruikfhank, chemift to 
the Ordnance, in fome obfervations added to Dr. 
Rollo’s publication, that the hepatized ammonia, 
which promifes to be a valuable medicine, is eafily 

prepared 
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prepared by making a ftream of pure hepatic gas 
pafs through the aqua ammon. Pharm. Londi- 
nenfis, until no further abforption is perceived, or 
until the alkali is faturated. ‘The hepatic or ful-. 
phurated hydrogene gas, fhould be obtained for this 
purpofe from artificial pyrites, or fulphuret of iron, 
_ and the muriatic acid. Weare further informed, that 
the eafieft method of making the artificial pyrites, 
is to raife a piece of iron in a {mith’s forge to a white 
heat, and then to rub it againft the end of a roll of | | 
fulphur; the iron at this temperature immediately 
combines with the fulphur, and forms globules of 
pyrites, which fhould be received into a veffel filled 
with water. Thofe globules are to be reduced to 
powder, and introduced into the proof, to which a 
fufficient quantity of muriatic acid is to be added. 
The dofe to an adult, fhould not at firft exceed three 
or four drops, three or four times a day, and this 
dofe to be gradually increafed, fo as to produce flight 

giddinefs. | 


Of the WHITES, 


LzucoRRHGA or FLuOR ALBUS: 


Tus difeafe is marked by the difcharge of a thin 
white or yellow matter from the uterus and vagina, — 
attended likewife with fome degree of fztor, 
fmarting in making water, pains in the back and 

loins, 
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loins, anorexia, and atrophy. In fome cafes, the dif 
_ charge is of fo acrid a nature, as to produce effects 
on thofe who are conneéted with the woman, fome- 
what fimilar to venereal matter, giving rife to ex- 
coriations about the glans penis, and preputium, and 
occafioning a weeping from the urethra. 

To diftinauith leuchorreea from gonorrheea, it will 
be very neceflary to attend to the fymptoms. In 
the latter, the running is conftant, but in a fmall 
quantity; there is much ardor urine, itching of the 
pudenda, {welling of the labia, increafed inclination 
to venery, and very frequently an enlargement of the 
glands in the groin; whereas in the former, the dif- 
charge is irregular, comes away often in large lumps, 
and in confiderable quantities, and is neither preced- 
ed by, nor accompanied with any samaphanaey af. 
fection of the pudenda, 

Immoderate coition, injury done to the parts by 
difficult and tedious labours, frequent mifcarriages, 
immoderate flowings of the menfes, profufe evacu- 
ations, poor diet, an abufe of tea and other warm 
flops, an inactive and fedentary life, and other caufes 
giving rife to general debility, or to a laxity of the 
parts more immediately concerned, are thofe which 
ufually produce the whites, vulgarly fo called, from 
the difcharge being commonly of that colour. 

Fluor albus, in yl cafes, indicates that there is 
a difpofition to difeafe in the uterus, or parts con- 
anected with it, efpecially where the quantity of the 
difcharge 4 is very copious, and its quality highly acri- 
monious, .By fome, the difeafe has been confidered 

2 as 
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as never arifing from debility of the fyftem, but as 
being always a primary affection of the uterus. 
Delicate women with lax fibres, who remove from 
a cold climate to a warm one, are however to my 
knowledge very apt to be attacked with it, without 
the parts having previoufly fuftained any kind of | 
injury. | 

The difeafe fhews itfelf by an irregular difcharge, 
from the uterus and vagina, of a fluid, which in dif- 
ferent women varies much in colour, being either 
of a white, green, yellow, or brown hue. In the 
beginning it is, however, moft ufually white and 
pellucid, and in the progrefs of the complaint ac-. 
quires the various difcolourations, and different de- 
grees of acrimony; from whence proceeds a flight 
degree of {marting in making water. Befides the 
difcharge, the patient is frequently afflicted with fe- 
vere and conftant pains in the back and loins, lofs of 
{trength, failure of appetite, dejection of {pirits, pale- 
nefs of the countenance, chillinefs, and languor. 
Where the difeafe has been of long continuance, 
and very fevere, a flow fever, attended with difficult 

 refpiration, palpitations, faintings, and anarfarcous 
{wellings of the lower extremities, often enfues. 

A perfect removal of the diforder will at all times 
‘be a difficult matter to procure; but it will be much _ 
more fo in cafes of long ftanding, and where the dif- 
charge is accompanied with a high degree of acri- 
mony. In thefe cafes, many diforders, fuch as pro- 
lapfus uteri, ulcerations of the organ, atrophy and 
Me are apt to take place, which in the end prove 
atal. 


eVox. I. D Where 
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Where the difeafe terminates in death, the inter- 
nal furface of the uterus appears, on diffection, to be 
pale, flabby, and relaxed ; and where organic affec- 
tions have arifen, much the fame appearances are to 
be met with as have been noticed under the head of 
Menorrhagia. ea a | 

The proper indications of cure.to be obferved in 
fluor albus, feem to be, to increafe the ation of the 
abforbents of the uterus and vagina, by reftoring the 


tone of the parts; to correct the acrimony of the 
difcharge, and alleviate other urgent and diftreffing 


fymptoms ; and, thirdly, to ftrengthen the fyftem, 
when the difeafe is complicated with general debility 
and relaxation. 
- The firft of thefe intentions is to be effeGted by 
aftringents adminiftered by the mouth, and likewife 
thrown up into the vagina and uterus, in the form of 
injections*. Alum, gum kino, and catechu, are the 
_aftringents which are moft employedas internal reme- 
dies, and thefe may be given either feparately, or 
combined with fome tonic, as advifed below}, or 
recommended under the head of Menorrhagia. 


Befides 
* R. Zinc. Vitriolat. 3). + K. Alum. Rup. Pulv. 3ij. 
Cerufs. Acetat. gr. x. Ras. Nuc. Mofch. 3fs. 
Aq. Diftillat. 15). M. Terr. Catechu 3}. 
ft. Inject. Pulv. Cinchon. 3{s, 
Vel Syr. Zingib, q. s. M. | 


ft. EleGtuarium cujus fumat 


RX. Decoé. Cort. Querc. thy: quant. juglandis ter in die. 


Aluminis 3}. M, 


é 
| Fea |X. Alum. Rap. Puly. gr, x. 
R. Gall. Contus. Ffs. pea Sn gr. ve 
Aq. Fervent. bij. M. ara paler a eae 


Conferv. Rofe gq. s. M. ft. 
Bolus ter quaterveindiefumend. 
Fel 
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Befides aftringents, it has been ufual to employ, 
in this difeafe, fuch ftimulating medicines as are 
moft commonly determined to the urinary pafiages, 
which from their vicinity to the uterus, have often 
been found to afford confiderable relief. Turpen- 
tine, and other balfams, fuch as bals. copaiv. with 
many more of a like nature, have been ufed on the 
occafion*. ‘The tincture of cantharides has likes 
wife been much adminiftered with the fame view. 
It may be joined with fome tonic, as below f. 


The 
Vel Vel 
R. Extraé&. Cinchon: R. Gum, Oliban. Pulv. 
- Gum. Kino aa 3j. Bals. Copaiv. aa Zs. 
_ Alum. Rap. 3s. P ulv. Rhabarb. 3}. 
Ras. Nuc. Moich. 9}. —— Gentian 3/s. 
: Syrup. Simp. q. s. M. ft. ~ Conferv. Rofe Ziij. 
Maffa in Pile] xxxvj. divid. qua- Syr. Zingib. q. s. M. ft. 
rum fumat ii}. bis vel ter in die | Eledt. cujus nuc, mofchat. mage 
cum Cyath. Seri Aluminos. nitud. fumat bis in die, 
. a Kel 
* KR. Terebinth. Vulg. 3fs. RL. Bals. Copaiv. 3}. MG 
Puly. Cinchon. 3vj. Vitell. Ovi. Nox. Ter. in 
Mel. Optim. 3). M. .. | Mortario marmor. et. adde 
ft. Blectuarium. Capiat. ij. gradatim. 
pro dos bis vel ter in die. Aq. Fontan. Zvii: 
. Vel Mellis Defpum. 3). 
RB. Terebinth. Vulg. 33. Ting. Cartharid. 3}. M. 
~ Pulv. Rad. Rhab. 3}. .. Capiat Cochl. ij. ter in’ 
——-— Aromat. 3{s, M. die. 
fiant Pilul. L. quarum fumat jj. meen 
ad iij. bis vel ter in die. + K. Infus. Gentian. C. Zi,’ 
Kel | Tiné. Cinchon. 31). 
RB. Zinc. Vitriolat. 3/6. mes age BE 


Pulv. Catechu ij. ; in di 
| Terebinth. Vulg. q. s. M. ie Fae ai lead 3 
ft. Pilul. 45. Capiat. ij. vel iij. : 
mane et velper. 
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The application of a blifter to the facrum, has 
in fome cafes been attended with advantage. 

Stimulating the inteftines and rectum, by giving 
{mall dofes of rhubarb, or the pilulz ex aloe cum 
myrrha, every night at bed-time, for a confiderable 
length of time, ie likewife been found fervice- 
able. 

Gentle emetics have alfo been fuppofed to be of 
fingular fervice in fluor albus, not only by cleanfing 
the ftomach and bowels, and making a revulfion 
of the humours from the inferior part of the body, 
but likewife by their exciting all the powers of the. 
conftitution to a more vigorous action, 

To anfwer the fecond intention of correcting the 
acrimony of the difcharge, a diligent attention muft 
be paid to cleanlinefs, by wafhing the parts fre- 
quently with cold water, and then injecting a little 
milk and water, or fome fuch demulcent, up the 
vagina. When there are excoriations either exter- 
ally or internally, the aqua lithargyr. acetata, di- 
luted fufficiently with water, may be employed as a 
wath. 

The pains in the back and loins are to be re- 
lieved by enveloping them with the emplaftrum 
thuris fpread upon coarfe linen or leather, and by 
avoiding a ftanding pofture of long continuance, 
much walking, dancing, or any-other violent exer- | 
tion. 

Languor, debility, and faintings, are to be ob- 
yiated by a generous nutritive diet, confifting of 
milk, with ifinglafs boiled up in it, jellies, eges 
fago, gelatinous broths, and light meats, tdaethet 
with 
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with cordial medicines, but more particularly red 
port wine. 

To ftrengthen the general fyftem, where the dif- 
eafe is complicated with univerfal debility, befides 
the reftorative means juft mentioned, we muft have 
recourfe to bitters of an aftringent and ftomachic 
nature, the Peruvian bark, preparations of fteel, the 
ufe of mineral waters, cold-bathing, and other to- 
nics, as advifed under the head of Dyfpepfia. 

Women that are afflicted with fluor albus, fhould 
by no means indulge in the ufe of tea, and other 
warm flops of a relaxing nature; they fhould lay 
on a mattrafs in preference to a feather bed; they 
fhould avoid too free an indulgence in fenfual gra- 
tification, and they fhould rife early, and take fuch 
daily exercife as their ftrength will admit. Where 
there is much languor, with a confiderable degree 
of chillinefs, it is probable that frictions with flane 
nels might afford much relief. 


i 


Of CANINE MADNESS, 
| or 
HYDROPHOBIA: 


Tivypropusosra is attended with fever, and a 


-» general diforder of all the functions; but is pars 


ticularly marked by a horror, or morbid averfion 
at all liquids, which, when prefented, excite con- 
vulfive {pafms of the throat. 
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It arifés from the introduction of a {mall portion 
of the poifon by the bite of a rabid animal, and that 
_commonly of the canine or .cat kind, as being 
—thofe which are moft domefticated. Many have 
doubted whether it can arife in fome animals with- 
out any preceding contagion, as alfo whether the 
contagion is of that fubtle nature as to be capable 
of being communicated in any other form. Some 
have even gone fo far as to doubt the exiftence of 
this affection, as arifing from the bite of a rabid 
animal; but this has been proved in the cleareft 
manner, in various inftances. A long continuance 
of intenfe dry and fultry weather, has been found 
capable of giving rife to the difeafe in the canine 
{pecies: - 

It does not appear, however, that madnef is fo 
prevalent among dogs in warm climates as in cold 
ones; for during a refidence of many years in the 
Welt Indies, I never heard of or met with a fingle 
occurrence of the kind. The difeafe feems to arife 
from a fpecific contagion, which, being once pro-~ 
duced by caufes unknown, continues to be propa- 
gated by the intercourfe which dogs have with one 
another, It is alledged that the diftemper is not 
communicable from one hydrophobous perfon to 
another, by means of the bite or any other way ; 
but this feems to require further confirmation. 

It has ‘been obferved, that this difttemper may lay 
dorinant for a confiderable time, before it produces 
any fenfible effeét, but in general ic makes its ap- 
pearance in two or thiee weeks from the time of 
being bitten.. In fome inftances, however, only a 

few 


Crass II. Of Nervous Disorpers, 439 
few days have elapfed, previous to the fymptoms. 
fhewing themielves. 

Hydrephobia, in a dog, 1s ufually preceded by a 


dull heavy look, hanging of the ears and tail, ftupor,. 


-furlinefs, and fnapping at bye-ftanders ; foon after 
which, his breathing becomes quick and laborious, 


his tongue hangs-out of his mouth, and changes toa , 


leaden colour ; he difcharges a frothy faliva, refufes 
all food and drink, runs about, bites at every thing 
that comes near him, and at laft becomes quite fu- 
rious,. This is the lait tage, in which he feldom 
lives slioue thirty hours. The nearer to this {tate, 
the more dangerous will be the bite, and the more 
direful its effects. 

Inthe human fpecies, the general elias at- 


tendant upon the bite of a mad dog, or other rabid 


animal, are ; 
The part bitten, after fome time, begins to be 
painful, then come on wandering pains, with an un- 


eafinefs and heavinefs, dift one fleep and frightful 


dreams, accompanied with oreat relents: fud- 
den ftartings and fpafms, fighing, anxiety, and alove 


for folitude. Thefe fymptoms continuing to in-— 


creafe daily, pains begin to fhoot from the place 
which was wounded, all along up to the throat, with 
a ftraitnefs and fenfation of Dapaleine: and a horror 
and dread at the fight of water and other liquids, 
together with a lofs of appetite, and tremor. The 
perion is however capable of {wallowing any folid fub- 
ftance with tolerable eafe; but the moment that any 
thing ina fluid form is brought in contaét with his 


Lidsss it occalions him to ae back with much dread | 
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and horror, although he labours, perhaps, under great 
thirft at the time. 

Dr. Vaughan, who has Gibouean the public with 
his opinions on hydrophobia, denies however that 
the excruciating pzin, which never fails to-attend 
every attempt to drink, ‘is felt in the fauces and 
throat. He fays, that it is the fcrobiculus cordis which 
is principally affected, this being the part to which 
the patient always applies his hand. From this cir- 
cumftance, therefore, from the prefence of rifus far- 
donicus, from the mulcles of the abdomen being for- 
cibly contracted, and from the fenfe of fuffocation 
which feems to threaten almoft immediate death, he 
is led to think, that in hydrophobia a new fympathy 
is eftablifhed between the fauces, the diaphragm, 
and the abdominal mufcles. 

A vomiting of bilious matter foon comes on in 
the courfe of the difeafe, and an intenfe hot fever 
enfues, attended with continual watching, great thirft, 
drynefs and roughnefs of the tongue, hoarfenefs of 
the voice, and the difcharge of a vitcid ialiva from the 
mouth, which the patient 1s conftantly {pitting out; 
together with fpafms of the genital and urinary or- 
gans, in confequence of which, the evacuations are 
forcibly thrown out. His refpiration is laborious 
and uneafy, but his judgment is unaffected, and as 
long as he retains the power of {peech, his anfwers 
are diftinét. In fome few inftances, a fevere deli- 
rium arifes and clofes the tragic fcene; but it more 
frequently happens, that the pulfe becomes tremu- 
lous and irregular, that convulfions arife, and that 

nature 
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nature being at length exhaufted, finks under the. 


preffure of mifery. 


Our prognoftic in this difeafe muft always be un-_ 


favouarable, asin moft inftances a cure has been 
attempted in vain, . 

The appearances to be obferved on ‘diffeAion j in 
hydrophobia, are unufual aridity of the vifcera and 
other parts; marks of inflammation in the fauces, 
gula, and larynx; inflammatory appearances in the 
ftomach, and an accumulation or effufion of blood 
in the lungs. Some marks of inflammation are like- 
wife to be obferved in the brain, confifting ina {e- 
rous effufion on its furface, or in a rednefs of the pia 
mater; which appearances have alfo prefented them- 
felves in the dog. 

In fome cafes of diffection, not the leat morbid 
appearance has been obferved either in the fauces, 
diaphragm, ftomach, or inteftines. The poifon has 
therefore been conceived by fome phyficians to act 
upon the nervous fyftem, and to be fo wholly con- 
fined to it, as to make it a matter of doubt whether 
the qualities of the blood are altered by it or not. 
In the treatment of canine madnefs, our attention 

Should be direéted to the ftopping fhort the difeafe, 
_ by preventing, if poffible, the abforption of the poi- 
jon into the fyftem. To effect this, we ought t 
extirpate the wounded part, then apply a cuppitl 
glafs with {carifications to it, fo as to make it bleed 
freely, and afterwards drefs it with fome irritating 
ointment, fuch as the unguentum cantharidis, in or- 
der that the wound may be kept difcharging for.a 
confiderable length of time. 
) Many 


“ a 
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Many perfons who have been treated in this man- 


‘ner, have been known to efcape the difeafe; whilft 


others, who have neglected thefe means, and who 
were bitten by the fone animal, have become af- 
fected. ‘The fooner, however, that the wounded 
part is extirpated after the accident, the better; but 
it will be right to do it, even at the diftance of 
feveral days, rather than that the perfon fhould. be 
debarred of the chance which extirpation affords, as 
there is great reafon to prefume, that the canine poi- 
fon does not enter the fyftem fo quickly as a variety 
of others are perceived todo. This conclufion we 
are fomewhat authcrized to draw, as in feveral well. 
attefted cafes, many weeks, nay months, have inter- 
vened between the accident of being bitten and the 
appearance of the difeafe. 

Where, either from the timidity of the patient, 


or the wounded part being fo fituated as to render the 


extirpation of it inadmiffible, other means muft then 
be adopted. It has been thought that the infectious 
matter or poifon may be removed from the wound 
made by the teeth of the rabid animal, by wafhing it 
well, quickly after the accident, with vinegar or fale 
and water, or cauftic alkali, fo diluted that it can be 
applied with fafety. Under the above circumftances, 

it will therefore be right to have recourfe to this re- 
medy; but previous to its ufe, it would be proper 
to dilate or enlarge the wound fuficiently. Having 
done fo, and wafhed it for a confiderable time, either 

the actual cautery or cauftic may be applied to it. 

In addition to this mode of prevention, it has 
ftrongly been recommended to commence, very 
fpeedily, 
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{peedily, a courfe of mercurial unction, which is to 
be continued regularly, and to.be applied in a con- 
fiderable ‘quantity at once, fo as to occafion fome 
degree of falivation, to expedite which, warm bath- 
ing may be ufed occafionally. 

Dr. Thomas Reid, in a pamphlet vie bears the 
title of Obfervations on the Application of warm 
and cold Sea Bathing, recites a cafe which ftrongly 
attefts the preventive efiect of mercury. He makes 
mention, that a man, a woman, and feveral dogs, 
were bitten by a fuppofed mad dog, who was foon 


after deftroyed. A fortnight after the accident, he » 


faw them; the woman was flightly wounded in the 


little finger, a black icab remained on the puncture: 


fhe had great pain in the arm, fhooting up to her 


head, particularly in the night, with difturbed and 


frightful dreams, and great depreffion of fpirits. 
The man had been bitten in the hand alfo, but had 
not fo much pain. Fie directed mercury for them in 
the manner publifhed by Dr. James. Ina few days 
the fymptoms abated, andas the woman’s mouth 
was fore, fhe defifted from ufing it. "The pain, how- 
ever, returned very foon, greatly augmented, and 
affected her head; fhe refumed the medicine, and 
every fymptom vanifhed: they both remained per- 
fectly well. Had any returnof the difeafe taken place, 
he is certain he would have been informed of it. 
Dr. Reid further informs us, that the fame medi- 
cine was given to the dogs; but by fome accident 
one of them was forgotten, and took none; he be- 
came raving mad the thirtieth day, and in that ftate 
he had him fhot; all the other dogs remained well, 
| | except 


~ 
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except a {mall lap-dog, which died of the falivation. 
Neither the man nor woman fuppofed the dog to 
have been mad, until they began to take the medi- 
cine; the mind therefore had no influence in pro- 
ducing the fymptoms that enfued. 

The faéts feem well authenticated, and ftrongly 
_ atteft the preventive power of mercury, when ufed 

at an early period. During the actual prefence of 
the difeafe, its inutility has been proved in number- 
lefs inftances. 

Dr. Richard Pearfon of Birmingham, in his 
treatife on hydrophobia, offers it as his opinion, 
that if the difeafe has ever been cured by mercury, 
it has been in confequence of a counter-impreffion 
communicated to the whole fyftem, and not in con- 
fequence of the falivation ; for a falivation is a con- 
ftant fymptom of the difeafe, fo that if it were 
curable by a flow of fpittle, it would cure itfelf. 
This feems, however, a vague mode of reafoning. 

Although medicine has hitherto proved ineffectual 
in all cafes where the difeafe has fully eftablifhed 
xtfelf} ftill it is neceffary to mention the plan which 
has ufually been purfued on fuch occafions. 

‘From certain fymptoms which attend on hydro- 
phobia, fuch as heat, thirft, reftleffnefs, fever, diff- 
culty of breathing, priapifm, watchfulnefs, and furor; 
from the inflammatory appearances ufually obferved 
on diffe€tion, and from the fuccefsful employment 
of venefection, in fome fuppofed cafes of rabies, this 
remedy has been much ufed by many practitioners. 
1 cannot fay, however, that I have ever feen any good 
effect derived from it; nor do I underftand, that in 

any 
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any cafe, where the true characteriftics of the dif- 
temper were prefent, it has afforded relief. Un- 

_ |efs the patient, therefore, is of a plethoric habit, and 
an athletic make, it may be as well not to have re- 
courfe to the lancet. 

The inflammatory diathefis, which has been fup- 
pofed to exift in this difeafe, has of late been difput- 
ed, and particularly by Dr. Pearfon. He obferves, 
that fome of the fymptoms are merely accidental, 
others fcarcely perceptible, and fome, even if prefent, 
would not denote the difeafe to be of a nature re- 
quiring the ufe of the lancet. | 

Under the idea that canine madnefs is an inflam- 
matory difeafe, warm bathing, and the reft of the 
antiphlogiftic plan, have been much ufed in its treat- 
ment ; but thefe means proving ineffectual, and from 
a fancied analogy between tetanus and rabies, fome — 
practitioners have been induced to recommend the 
purfuance of the tonic plan, viz. cold bathing, witha 
free ufe of wine. 

The firft of thefe remedies, it is probable, may be 
attended with a good effect in preventing hydrophobia. 
Dr.Ruffel makes mention, that winein large quantities 
has been adminiftered with fuccefs againtt the bite 
of a venomous ferpent; between cea diforder and 
rabies, we can readily allow fome degree of affinity. 
With refpect to cold bathing, this has been found 
to in Sal the difeafe, Sieh it has once abfolutely 
taken place, by exciting convulfions; but before it 
has fhewn unequivocal fymptoms, and is apparent, 

| this remedy may probably be ufed with advantage. 
That 
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That cold bathing poffeffes a degree of preventive 
power againft the effects of canine poifon, isan opi- 
niomhanded down by ancient writers, and is {till en- 
tertained by many of the moderns. 

From confidering that the. poifon of a rabid ani- 
mal produces an exceffive increafe, or morbid alter- 
ation of the natural fenfibility, and that thofe who are 
bitten by a mad dog, or other animal fo difeafed, 
are in a perpetual ftate of reftlefinefs, from the be- 
- ginning of the attack to: the end; that they can 
ill bear the impreffion of objects upon the fenfes ; 
that the leaft noife is offenfive, and that all feeling 
is painful, opium has been much employed ; and con- 
fidering that the poifon produces thefe effects, we 
might be induced to fuppofe that it would have 
proved a valuable and powerful remedy. Many 
cafes are however on record, where, although it 
was given to the quantity of 180 grains in the {pace 
- of fourteen or fifteen hours, it failed to produce any 
good effect. 

Whenever opium is saiantenat the dofe ought 
to be pretty confiderable, and its repetition fhould 
be regulated by the effect it occafions, without much 
attention to the quantity. Might not the external 
application of it, as advifed under the head of Teta- 
nus, be worthy of a trial? Where the patient lofes 
the power of deglutition, introducing opium into the 
fyftem, by means of friction, appears to be a very 
eligible plan. 

Befides opium, other antifpafmodics, fuch as mufk 
and camphor, have beer employed in the treatment 


of hydrophobia, but without much advantage. 
The 
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The beft way will be to unite their powers, by 
giving them combined as below *. 

“As - jpecacuanha, in {mall dofed) proves fervicea- 
ble in fome fpafmodic difeafes, it perhaps might be 
ufeful to give it in this. It fhould not, however, be 
adminiftered fo as to provoke vomiting, but only in 
fuch dofes as will be fufficient to promote a copious 
_ perfpiration, by exciting a flight degree of naufea. 
It is probable, that the pulvis ipecacuanha compo- 
fitus (in which there is a portion of opium) ought 
to be preferred to the fimple powder, as being 
ufually attended with a more certain diaphoretic 
effect. 

It is afferted, that fome cures have been performed 
by a liberal ufe of vinegar. We have likewife been 
affured, that anointing the body freely with fweet oil, 
and pouring repeated draughts of it forcibly down 
the throat, has lately been difcovered to be a very 
fuccefsful remedy in hydrophobia. The dread of 
Aluids is faid to diminifh in proportion to the quantity 
ef oil which is fwallowed. A method of prevent- 
ing the plague, fomewhat fimilar to this, has been 
noticed under the head of that difeafe. 

Amongft the medicines celebrated for their vir- 
tues in this difeafe are to be enumerated the Orm- 
fkirk powder, the Tonquin remedy, and the Carna- 

| tic 


ial Motch. Optim. gr. xij. 
Camphor. gr. v, 
~Opii gr. itj. ad dj. 
Bals, Peruv. q. s, M. ft, Bolus tertia hora 
fumendus, 


Cd 
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tic pill. The former of thefe feems perfectly inert. 


The principal ingredient in the latter, is arfenic. 
This mineral is much employed by the Hindoo 
phyficians as an antidote to hydrophobia. It enters 
into the compofition of the Eaft India fnake pill, a 
medicine communicated to the prefidency of Ma- 
dras by a native of Tanjore, and which we are told 
by Dr. Simmons, (one of the company’s furgeons) 
he has admuniftered with apparent fuccefs, to per- 
fons bitten by mad dogs. The Tonquin medicine 
confifts of twenty-four grains of native Cinnabar, 
with the fame quantity of factitious made into a 
_ powder, with fixteen grains of muik. It is direéted 
to be taken ina tea-cup full of arrack or brandy, and 
is faid to fecure the patient for thirty days, at the ex- 
piration of which it isto be repeated; but if he has 
any fymptoms of the difeafe, it muft be repeated 
in three hours. The firft dofe is to be taken as 
foon after the bite as pofiible. 

Dr. Pearfon is of opinion, that the exciting fome 
degree of fever, and inflammation, may have a fa- 
lutary effect in canine madnefs. He obferves, that 
there is no inftance of a perfon having recovered 
from an animal. poifon introduced into the fyftem, 
without more or leis inflammatory action. The 
poifon which produces the plague, is often moft 
fatal when it is accompanied with the leaft degree 
of fever; and {welling and inflammation of the 
bitten part, together with increafed heat ,over the 
whole body, are the ufual forerunners of recovery, 
in cafes of viper bites. ; 

ur On 
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On thefe grounds, he is induced to prefume, that — 
wine, ardent {pirits, and aromatics, may have a be- 
neficial effect in rabies, provided the averfion.to li- 
quids is not fo ftrong as to render the exhibition of 
wine impracticable. He fays, that perhaps the ni- 
trous or other mineral acids, of vinegar (as men- 
tioned by Dr. Ferriar) might be advantageoufly 
mixed with the wine. Befides giving wine, and vi- 
negar by the mouth, he fays they fhould lkewile 
be injected up the rectum. Theie things are to be 
adminiftered on the firft appearance of the fymp- 
_toms characteriftic of rabies ; for as the difeafe ad- 
vances, neither wine nor any other liquid can be 
fwallowed in quantities fufficient to produce a pow- 
erful effect ; and there is fometimes an equal impe- 
diment to the adminiftration of elyfters. 

Even in this ftate of things, he mentions, we are 
not without refource. Some of the concrete acids, 
fuch ‘as the effential falt of tartar, the effential fale 
of lemons, or even the flores benzoes, may be given 
joined with about half as much powdered capficum, 
er other {trong aromatic, and. divided into finall 
portions, to be enveloped in wafer paper, and formed 
into {mall bolufes. Not lefs- than 29 or 30 grains 
of the concrete acids, nor lefs than 8 or 10 grains 
of the capficum, fhould be given for a dofe. Dr. 
Pearfon further obferves, that while thefe things 
are adminiftered internally, topical applications are 
not to be neglected. Where the bite is in a part 
that will admit of it, a ligature, as propofed by Dr. 
Percival, fhould be applied above the cicatrized 

is Jai © ae i wound, 
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wound, This will prevent farther abforption. Af 
the fame time, the bitten part may be opened or 
deftroyed by the application of lunar cauftic, or 
concentrated mineral acids. After the corrofion of 
the cicatrized wound, by the means juft mentioned, 
the ligature, which had been pafied round the 
limb, fhould be removed. 

Such is the plan propofed by Dr. Pearfon, which 
being novel, it feemed right to notice. Whether 
ftimulants are really ufeful and powerful remedies 
in the treatment of hydrophobia, or not, can only 
be determined on trial, and not on any previous view 
of the nature of the difeafe, which theory may fug- 
gett. 

It now remains only to obferve, that during the 
furious ftage of the difeafe, the greateft care muft be 
taken that the patient is fo confined by means of a 
{trait wailtcoat, as to be rendered incapable of 
doing any injury either to his attendants or himfelf. 
As long as he can fwallow, his ftrength is to be 
fupported by things that are light and nutritive, 
and when deprived of this power, glyfters of 
animal broths muft be injected. To affuage 
his thirft, wine and water may be poured down 
his throat from the fpout of a tea-pot; but if 
his dread at liquids is infurmountable, a {ponge 
dipt in hot vinegar may be kept conftantly to his 
mouth and noftrils. 

If great coftivenefs prevails at any time in the 
courfe of the difeafe, it fhould be removed by a: 


laxative elyfter. - If it fails in procuring the defired 
8 eect, 


we 


effect, 


given. 
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the purgative pills advifed below * may be 


* RK. Extract. Cathart. gr. xxv. 
Calomel. gr. v. 
Ol. Carui. gutt. 11). M. ft. Mafla 
an Pilulas vj. dividenda, 
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“Cit ssenr 
OF CACHEXLA, 


or 
CACHECTIC’ DISEASES 


Of the Nirnvous ConsuMPTION, 
or 


ATROPHIA. 


HIS difeafe is marked by a gradual wafting of : 


the body, unaccompanied either by a difficulty 
of breathing, cough, or any evident fever, but 
ufually attended with a lofs of appetite and impaired 
digeition. 

The caufes which commonly give rife to it are, 
a poor diet, unwholefome air, excefs in venery, 
fluor albus, fevere evacuations, continuing to give 
fuck too long, a free ufe of {pirituous liquors, men~ 
tal uneafinefs, and worms ; but it frequently comes 
on without any evident caufe. 

Along with the lofs of appetite and impaired di- 
geftion, there is a diminution of ftrength, the face 
is pale and bloated, the natural heat of the body is 
fomewhat diminifhed, and the lower extremities are 


‘cedematous. ' 
Atrophy, 
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Atrophy, arife from whatever caufe it may, is 
ufually very dificult to cure, and not nee No 
terminates in dropty. 

, In attempting, however, to effect this, we fhould 
endeavour to find out the caufe from which it has 
originated, and to remove it, if poffible, If occa- 
fioned by worms, thefe muft be deftroyed by the ver- 
mifuge medicines advifed under that particular head ; 
if by fenfual exceffes, or the continuing to give fuck 
too long, thefe muft wholly be difcontinued; if 
from other fevere evacuations, thefe mutt be fup- 
preft; if from an impoverifhed diet and unwhole- 
fome air, thefe mutt be quickly changed ; and if 
from a venereal taint, which is Stiles the cafe, 
we muft then refort to a ufe of mercury, with the 
decoctum farf~e and other auxiliaries, as recom- 
mended under the head of Syphilis, ‘together with 
a milk diet. 

In all cafes of atrophy, the patient fhould make 
ufe of food that is nutritive and eafy of digeftion, 
and it fhould: be taken frequently, but in fimall 
quantities at a time. He fhould likewife breathe a 
pure, dry, and wholefome air ; taking, at the fame 
time, fuch moderate exercife every day on horfe- 
back as his ftrength will admit. 

To afift the a Aive powers, it will be proper to 
put him under a courfe of {tomachic bitters, the 
bark and chalybeates, as advifed in Dyfpepfia. Gen- 
tle vomitings, with the vitriol. cupri, as mentioned 
under the head of Phthifis Pulmonalis, might poffibly, 
by theirftimulus, prove of infinite fervice. The myrrh 
mixture, recommended in the cure of the fame dif- 
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eafe, would be likely to prove a powerful auxi- 
liary. 

When there 1s a difpofition to ceedematous fwel- 
lings of the legs and feet, we fhould combine diurg- 
tics with whatever tonics we adminifter, as advifed 
in. Anafarca. 


Of EMPHYSEMA. 


Tus difeafe confifts in a collection of air in the 
cellular membrane. Jn general, itis confined to one 

place ; but in a few raft, it {preads univerially, over 
the whole body, and occafions a ees cheam de- 
gree of {welling. 

It fometimes arifes fpontaneoufly, which is how- 
ever a rare occurrence, or Comes on immediately - 
after delivery, without any evident caufe ; but it is 
-moft generally induced by fome wound or injury 
done to the thorax, and which affects the lungs; in 
which cafe, the air paffes from thefe, through the 
wound, into the furrounding cellular membrane, 
and from thence fpreads fometimes over the whole 
body. 

Emphyfema is attended with an evident crack- 
ling noife, and elafticity upon preffure ; and fome- 
times with much difficulty af breathing, oppreffion, 
and anxiety. 

We are to confider it as a difeafe by no means 
unattended by danger; but more probably from 

the 
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the caufes which give rife to it, than any hazard 
from the complaint itfelf, | 

The intentions of cure which we fhould have in 
view mutt be, firft, to remove'the caufes of the dil- 
eafe ; fecondly, to relieve the urgent fymptoms; and 
thirdly, to evacuate the collected air. 

To anfwer the firft of thefe, the affiftance of fur- 
gery will be neceflary, as arifing moft commonly 
from a wound or other injury done to the thorax, 
which at the fame time affects the lungs, as in the 
cafe of a fractured rib, the ragged edges of which 
penetrate the pleura and fubftance of the lungs, and 
thereby admit of an extravafation of air into the 
cellular membrane. | | 

Violent dyfpnoea and anxiety are to be relieved 
by bleeding and laxatives; and the pain and unea- 
finefs arifing from the diftention, by relaxing ap- 
plications to the fkin, fuch as the ungentum {fper- 
matis ceti. 

The air is to be evacuated by fcarifications into 
the cellular membrane, made in different parts of 
the body, as circumftances may require, affifted by 
proper preflure with the hand, 
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Of T YM Pr AUNoy, 
| ees 
TYMPANITES. 

Tympany confitts in a violent diftention either 

of the inteftines, or cavity of the abdomen, by wind. 

In the former inftance, it has been fuppofed to arife 

from the fudden fuppreffion of diarrhcea, or dyfen- 

tery, or as a confequence of febrile difeafes, or the 
fudden drying up of long continued difcharges ; 
from cutaneous eruptions, or a ufe of crude vegeta- 
ble aliment; and in the latter, from an erofion of the 
inteftines, the effect alfo of preceding complaints. 
The difeafe fometimes comes on fuddenly in fe- 

vers, and is ulually preceded (be the caufe what it 
may) by unvfual Gatulency, borborygmi, and a fre- _ 
quent expulfion of air upwards and downwards, 
attended with colic pains, As it advances, the ab- 
domen becomes confiderably dittended, and retains 
the fame fioure under every variation of pofition. 
The fwelling does not yield much to preffure, and 
in what it does, it foon recovers its former ftate ; 
it feels very elaftic, and founds like a drum, but no 
fluctuation can be perceived. ‘The urine at firft is 
not altered either in quantity or quality ; but in the 
advanced ftage of the difeafe, a change takes place 
in both refpedts, and dyfurid, and even ifchuria, 
fometimes come on. The body 1s ufually yery cof 
tive, the appetite is impaired, thirft, heat, and py- 
rexia attend, and general emaciation ent{ues. 


Ta 
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In time, the refpiration becomes difficult, with 
much anxiety and cough; the ftrength 's exhaufted, 
_the belly becomes enormoufly fwelled, and the pa-_ 
tient is at length frequently deftroyed in confequence 
of fupervening gangrene. . 

Tympanites is eafily to be diftinguifhed from 
afcites, by the abfence of fluctuation, and by the 
- ftate of the bowels and urine. 

It is, almoft in every inftance, an obftinate and 
dangerous difeafe, flow in its fymptoms, marking a 
total relaxation of the fyftem, and therefore it fre. 
quently terminates in dropfy, fhewinge the’ fame 
emaciation of countenance, dry cough, and heétic © 
{tate, in the end. | | 

When the wind is confined within the inteftines, 
its evacuation 1s to be attempted by carminatives, 
{tomachics, and tonics, which may be joined as in 
the following forms *, or as advifed under the head 
of Dyfpepfia; and, when coftivenefs prevails, by an 
occafional ule of laxative medicines or glyfterst. 


Anti- 
* &. Palv. Aromat. gr. x. Vel 
Extra@. Gentian. pj. | RK. Infus. Quaffie 3). 
Spe are te Tina, Colomb. 
O}. Anifi gute. ij. piri wet? Diag 
ee pirit, Caruj aa 31). 
Syrup. Zingib. q.s. M. Ol. Anis (fapr. facch. / 
ft. Bolus 4¢? quaq. hor. fumend. infil.) gutt. 4, M. 
Vel ft, Hauftus. 
¢ 
K. Infus, Cort. Peruv. 3]. + K.Sem. Anis. Contus. 331}. 
- 'Tinét, Cardam. C. Flor, Chamemel. 3{s. 
Bes Sa eae Coque exAq.Fontan fbifs.ad 3x}, 
SP aon a4 Bi. Colat. adde » | | 
—~-— Lav. Comp. 3/s.M. Natron. Vitriolat. fs. 
ft, Hauitus, Ol. Olive 3). M. © 


ft. Enema, 
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Antihyfterics of the ftrongeft kinds, fuch as afa- 
feetida, ether, &c. with infufions of horfe-radith and 
ginger, together with chalybeates, are remedies 
which have fometimes proved uleful in tympanites. 

To excite the action of the diftended inteftines, 
it has been recommended, along with thefe reme- 
dies, to apply cold fubftances, fuch as water or fnow, 
to the belly, after which it is to be bandaged tight 
with flannel, It is probable that frictions with fome 
of the warm oils, or the lintmentum camphor and 
the hand, might afford fome relief, and excite the 
inteftines, when affifted by other proper means, to 
difcharge the accumulated air. | ; 

Tt has been propofed as a query *, whether the 
cold bath continued long enough to become antif- 
pafmodic and relaxant, might not produce good 
effects in this difeafe, as well as in trifmus? 

To afford relief in defperate cafes, where the air is 
diffufed in the cavity of the abdomen, it will be ne- 
ceflary to have recourfe to the operation of paran- 
centefis or tapping. In this cafe, tonics will like- 
wife be advilable. 

During the continuance of the difeafe, that food 
which is leaft apt to prove flatulent, fhould be taken, 
and fuch things be given as will check the fermen- 
tation of the food. The mineral acids, and {mall 
quantities of ardent fpirits, will have this effect. - 

Should we be fo fortunate as to remove the dif 
order, the patient muft pay particular attention to 
his diet, avoiding all food of a flatulent nature, and 
ufing only fuch as is light and eafy of digeftion. 

7 ) He 


¥ SteDr, Temple’s Praftice of Phyfic, page 234. 
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He is at the fame time to guard againft coftivenefs, — 
by an occafional ufe of fome ftomachic aperient, and 
to invigorate his body by gentle exercife, and the 
other tonic means advifed under the head of Dyf- 
pepfia. 


Of th DROPSY, 
or 


HY DROPS, 


Drorsy is a preternatural colleétton of ferous or 
watery fluidin the cellular fubftance, or different ca- 
vities of the body, and receives different appellations, 
according to the particular fituation in which it is 
lodged. 

When it is diffufed through the cellular mem- 
brane, either generally or partially, it is called ana- 
{arca. 

When itis depofited in the cavity of the cranium, 
it is called hydrocephalus. 

When in the cheft, hydro-thorax, or hydrops pee-. 
toris, 

When in the abdomen, afcites. 

In the uterus hydrometra, and within the fcrotum 
hydrocele. 

The caufes of thefe difeafes are, a family difpofi- 
tion thereto, frequent falivations, exceflive and long 

continued 
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continued evacuations, a free ufe of {pirituous li- 
quors, (which never fail to deftroy the digeftive pow- 
ers) {chirrofities of the liver, fpleen, pancreas, me- 
‘fentery, and other abdominal vifcera; preceding dif- 
eafes, as the jaundice, diarrhcea, dyfentery, pathifis, 
afthma, gout, intermittents of long duration, fcarlet 
fever, and fome of the exanthemata; a fuppreffion 
of accuftomed evacuations, the fudden ftriking in of 
eruptive humours, offification of the valves of the 
heart, polypiin the right ventricle, aneurifm in the 
arteries, tumors making a confiderable preffure 
on the neighbouring parts, permanent obftruétion 
in the lungs, rupture of the thoracic duct, expofure 
for a leneth of time to a moift atmofphere, laxity of 
the exhalents, defect in the abforbents, topical weak- 
nefs, and general debility. 


Of DROPSY inthe CELLULAR MEMBRANE, 
or 


ANASARCA. 


"Lats fpecies of dropfy’ fhews itfelf at firft with a. 
{welling of the feet and ancles towards evening, 
which for a time difappears again in the morning. 
The tumefaction is foft and inelaftic, and when 
preffed upon with the finger, retains its mark for 
fome time, the fkin becoming much paler than 
ulual, : 


ae eee 
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By degrees, the fwelling afcends upwards, and oc- 
cupies the trunk of the bosly and at lait, even the 
face and eye-lids appear full and bloated: the breath- 
ing then becomes difficult, the urine is fmall in 
quantity, high coloured, and depofites a reddifh fe- 
diment; the belly is coftive, the perfpiration much 
obftructed, the countenance yellow, and a confider- _ 
able degree of thirft, with emaciation of the whole 
body, prevails. ‘Tothefe fymptoms fucceed torpor, 
heavinefs, a troublefome cough, and a flow fever. 

~- In fome cafes, the water oozes out through the 
 poresof the cuticle ; in others, being too grofs to pafs 
by thefe, it raifes the cuticle in {mall blifters; and 
‘fometimes the fkin, not allowing the water to efcape 
through it, is compreffed and hardened, and is at the 
fame time fo much diftended as to give the tumor 
a confiderable degree of firmnefs. 

The difeafe isalways to be regarded as admitting 
more readily of a cure, when itarifes from topical 
weaknefs or general debility, than when it has been 
occafioned by vifceral obftruction; as likewife when 
recent, than where it has been of long continuance. 
The fkin becoming fomewhat moift, with a diminu- 
tion of thirft and an increafe in the flow of urine, are 
to be regarded as very favourable fymptoms. In 
fome few cafes, nature makes powerful efforts of 
her own accord, and the difeafe goes off by a {pon- 

taneous crifis, either by a vomiting, purging, or an 
unufual difcharge of urine; but sis does not often 
happen. Wr 

In the cure of anafarca, we are to Keepy in view 
the three following indications: 


1ft. 
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ift. Tio remove the remote caufes of the difeafe } 

odly. To evacuate the ferous fluid already col- 
lef&ted: and, 

3dly. To reftore the tone of the fyf{tem, and 
ftrengthen the general’ habit. 

We fhould always carefully inveftigate, in drops 
fical cafes, whether the difeafe is an original one, or 
prevails as a fymptom of fome other ; for by remov- 
ing the caufe, we fhall often be enabled to perform: 
acure. For inftance, if it has arifen as the confe- 
quence of intemperance, a free ufe of {pirituous li- 
quors, expofure to a moift atmofphere, or the hav- 
ing had recourfe to large evacuations, particularly 
by bleeding, thefe ought carefully to be avoided in 
future; or if it has proceeded from long continued 
intermittents, obftructions in. the abdominal or thos. 
racic vifcera, and the like, thefe fhould be obviated. 

In the treatment of anafarcous fwellings, arifing 
from the preffure of a tumor on fome large lym- 
phatic, the only thing that can be done is to remove 
the tumor. When weaknefs of a limb, in confe- 
quence of a fprain or fome contufion, has given rife 
to thefe fwellings, the beft method of cure will be 
to fupport the weakened parts, either with a laced 
ftocking or a flannel roller, to prevent their yielding 
to diftention, cill in the courfe of time, and by the 
effects of cold bathing and moderate frictions, they 
recover their natural tone. 

When cedematous fwellings come on in confe- 
quence of any of the lymphatic veffels of a limb be- 
ing cut, asfometimes happens in extirpating indu- 

rated 


Ciass II]. Of Cacnserie Distases. 64 


tated glands from the axilla, fmall punctures made 
in the under part of the limb will atford immediate 
relief. | 

The treatment of the difeafes on which dropfy 
may depend, has already been pointed out in various 
parts of this treatife, each under its diftinét head; 
but unfortunately it may and does fometimes de- 
pend on difeafes which areincurable, fuch as polypi 
of the heart, offifications of its valves and great 
veffels, erofions of the thoracic duct, and {chirrofity 
of the liver, fpleen, &c. In fuch cafes, medicine 
will avail but little. 

To anfwer the fecond indication, of evacuating the 
ferous fluid already collected, we miuft either have 
recourfe to openings made immediately into the cel- 
lular membrane, or we muft endeavour to excite cer- 
tain ferous excretions. 

The openings moft frequently ufed in anafarca 
are, either flight fcarifications or fmall punctures. In 
having recourfe to thefe, we fhould however take 
care to avoid them in parts that are dependent, and 
they fhould be made fo fuperficial as to extend to 
no greater depth than the cellular membrane, as deep 
inciffions in dropfical parts are very apt to become 
eangrenous. To promote a difcharge of the water 
by the feveral orifices, the parts may be bathed three 
or four times a day with fome kind of emollient fo- 
mentation*, : 


* XR. Fol. Malve 
Flor. Chamemel. a4 3:fs. - 
Aq. Fontan. iBiv. Paulis per Coque, ep Got. 
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At an early ftage of dropfy, iffues made wich 
cauitic below one or both knees, have fometimeés 
been employed to evacuate the water from the up~ 
per parts ; but they are by no means fo fafe as {mall 
punctures or flight fcarifications, and if inferted in 
parts that have loft their tone, might terminate in 
gangrene. 

With the like intention of drawing off the water 
from anafarcous limbs, blifters have ina been 
applied; but the objection which has been urged 
againft the ule of iffues, applies equally to thefe, and 
therefore they fhould be reforted to with great cir- 
cumfpection and caution. 

The ee of colewort leavesto the legs and 
feet of anafarcous perfons, is another way which has 
been propofed for drawing off the water; but al- 
though they become imbued with moifture, full 
their iefteeti is too trifling to be depended upon. 

An excitement of ie different excretions, is the 
other mode which has been propofed for carrying off 
the Auid diffufed throughout the cellular membrane. 
This is to be done by emetics, purgatives, diapho- 
retics, and diueretics, all of which, by their evacu- 
ating effects, tend to increafe the power of the ab- 
forbents. 


Emetics* have been much adminiftered in droge: 
9 


tay’. 
* XK. Vint Antimonii Zifs. Fel 
ey & Oxymel Scillit. 3}. 
IX. Oxymel. Scillit. 3vj. Antimon. Tartanfat. gr. j- 
Vin. Ipecac. iss M. Aq. Menth. Sativ. 3{s.M 


ft. Hauftus. ft. Hauilus. 
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éal cafes, on the fuppofition that they sreatly pro- 
mote abforption, and in many inftances, they have 
certainly been attended with a. very good effect. 
To employ them, however, with advantage, we 
ought to repeat them frequently. If they are found 
to weaken the patient, without procuring any miti- 
gation of the diforder, we fhould then defift from 
ufing them. or 
An emetic of vitriol. cupri, as advifed under the 
head of Phrthifis, or below *, appears ‘to be the 
moft proper, as having a lefs tendency to exhautft, 
than any other ufed in common. | 
Purgatives are likewife much employed in drop- 
fical cafes, with the view of carrying off a portion of 
the water by {tool, and of exciting abforption; and 
as the ftimulus of thofe which are of a draftic na- 
ture ¢ is moft readily communicated to the fyftem, 


10% 
* KR. Vitriol. Cupri or, v.ad x, | Vel 
_ Pulv. Ipecac. gr. iv. M. | R. Gum Gambog. grs. iij. Te- 
ft. Pulv. fecunda vel tertia rito bene cum goin 
quag. die fumend, Tin&. Senne Comp. 3is. et 


adde Ting. Jalapii 31). 
Syrup. Zingib. Ziij. M. 
ft. Hauftus. 


+B. Scammon. gr. xy. Vel 
Calomel gr. v. R Elaterii or. i. ad at 
| _ KB. Elaterii gr. j. ad iij. 
| Pulv. Zingib. gr -x. 
ulv. Zingib. aa ors, xv. M: Ol. Junip. gutt. iij 
ft. Pulvis. pro dos. Syrup ie q. s v ? 


Vel ft. Bolus. | 
: Vel 
. Pulv. Jalapii < KX. Extra&. Colocynth. c. Dj. , 
—— Scammon. a3 xij. Elaterii gr. j. 
—— Aromat. grxvi Ms _ OL. Caryophil. gutt. ij. M. 
ot Palv.:'* hte ee . fiant Pilul. y. pro des. 
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fo thefe are more generally employed than thofe of 


a mild kind. Cream of tartar is, however, a pur- 
gative of this nature, which has been given with con- 


fiderable fuccefs, but it is more ufual ta combine it 
with fome of the draftics, {uch as gamboge *, than 
to give it alone +. 

T 9 adminifter purgatives with the greateft advan 
tage, they ought to be repeated at as ; thort intervals. 
as the patient can bear; for when purging is not 
carried to the degree of quickly exciting abforption, 


the evacuation weakens the fyftem, ite thereby in- . 


creafes the affux of fluids to the hydropic parts. 
Diaphoretics are another clafs of medicines which 
have been employed in dropfy. In a few inftances, 
fweating, may perhaps have produced a good effect; 
but in general, it proves inefficacious, and only 
tends to add to general debility. On this account, 
diaphoretics are not much ‘employed 1 in dropfical 
cafes, particularly where there is great weaknefs, 


and general relaxation of the fyftem. Should the 
practitioner wifh to make trial of them under the , 


failure of other remedies, he can, adminifter them as 
here [ advited, direCting the patient at the fame time 


to 
+R. Cryftal. Tartar 3iij. t Bé. Pulv, Ipecac. c. grs xij. 
Gambog. gr. lj. Conierv. Rofeg. s. M- 
Pulv. Nuc. Mofch.gr.x. M. ft. Bolus tertia hora. fumend; 
eT | Kel 
ft. Pulvis. R. Camphor. grs v. 
| a Pulv. Antimonial. gr. ij. 
,Confe&. Aromat. gr. xij. M. 
+ &. Cryftal Tartar, 3). ft. Bolus. 
In Chartul. iv. diftribuend. . ve Bat wai re 
“ene mn atid quac: hora. » Fuly, jacob. Ver. gr. Ve 
Capiapunam 3"% quaq. hora, pro dos, 7 
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to be laid between blankets, with a fhirt and trow- 
fers of flannel next to his fkin, and to drink plenti- 
fully of tepid liquors, of which none may probably 
be more proper than muftard whey. 

Another method of promoting a diaphorelis, and 
of thereby increafing abforption from the cellular 
membrane, is by warm air, or by warm fleam. iL 
the fwelled legs of a dropfical patient are inc clofed in 
a box, the air i: which is made warm by a lamp or 
two, a copious fweat 1s foon produced by the in- 
creafed action of the capillary glands, which is 
feen to ftand on the fkin, as it eannot readily exhale 
in fo {mall a quantity of air, which is only changed 
fo faft as may be neceflary to permit the lamps to 
burn. At thé fame time, the lymphatics of the cel- 
lular membrane are ftimulated by the heat into great- 
er actions, as appears by the fpeedy reduction of the 
‘eumid legs. | 
Poffibly, it might be well worth trying an experi- 
ment upon a perfon labouring under a general ana- 
farca, by putting him into a room filled with air, 
heated to about 120 degrees, which would probably 
excite a copious general diaphorefis, and a univerfal 
cellular aeforbHon, both from the lungs and every 
_ other part, ‘That air of fo great heat may be borne 
for many minutes without much inconvenience, has 
See been 


X 


Vel 

K. Aq. Ammon. Acetat. caP 
—— Raphan. Zis. 
Vin. Antimon. gutt, 1. 
Spirit Aither. Nitros. 36. 
—— Ammon. c. gutt xx, 
Syrup. Zingib, 3. M. 

ft. Hauftus. 
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been demonftrated by the experiments made in. 
heated rooms by Dr. Fordyce. 


Another experiment of ufing warmth in anafarca 


“and other difeafes, might be, by immerfing the pa- 


tient in warm air, or in warm fteam, received into 
an oil.fkin bag, or bathing-tub of tin, fo managed, 
that the current of warm air or fteam fhould pafs 
round and over the whole of the body, except the 
head, which might not be expofed to it; and thus 
the abforbents of the lungs might be induced to act 
more powerfully by fympathy ie the fkin, and not 
by the ftimulus of heat*. : 

By employing ftimulants, we fometimes are we 
to increafe the action of the abforbent veffeis, and ° 
thereby occafion watery fluids to be abforbed from 
their cavities. As fuch, mercury. has fometimes 
been made ufe of; but it is apt to leave a great de- 
gree of weaknefs behind it, and to prove thereby 
highly prejudicial. . If mercury will cure the difeafe, 
on which dropfy depends, then it will bea proper 
remedy, but not otherwife. ° 

The parts affected with dropfy, have been fti- 
mulated by rubbing them very well every morn- 


__ ing with warm dry flannels, and the practice is cer- 


tainly productive of a very good effect. . Volatile li- 
niment, and fuch other ftimulating applications, can 


only prove ufeful in partial dropfies. | 
The evacuation, which will be attended with 
| the 


* This and the former experiment have been propofed by the 
ingenious Dr. Darwin. See Vol. i. of his Zoonomia, arti- 
ele iv. Sorbentia. 
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the leaft danger of inducing debility, and at the 
‘fame time with the beft:. effet, is the excretion by 
the kidneys; and it is on this account that diuere- 
tics are more generally employed in all cafes of 
dropfy, than any other clafs of medicines. Even 
thefe often fail however, but not unfrequently we 


may prefume, from their ufe being difcontinued too 


foon, a 
‘Of the clafs of diueretics, none feems to be more 
active than the digitalis. Its power of increafing 


the difcharge from the kidneys, and of fucceeding | 


in effecting a lafting cure of dropfical affections, in 
confequence of the increafed evacuation produced 
by it, has of late been clearly afcertained in a great 
variety of inftances, On account of its acting pow- 


erfully on the nervous fyftem, deftroying its mobi-, 


lity, and weakening the vital powers by repreffing 
arterial action, it has however by fome practition- 
ers beén thought an ug remedy in droply ; 
but even large dofes of it have been given in this 
- difeafe spithiout any of thofe Seas AN and 
dangerous effects, which are faid to deter many 
from its ufe, being obferved to enfue, : 
It may not here be unworthy of notice to ob- 
ferve, that where the fox glove is given in fuch 
dofes as to excite naufea, or to produce evident nar- 
_cotic effects, it does not then operate as a diueretic. 
In a long ufe of it, its narcotic effect feems to pre- 
clude its action as a diueretic. A diarrhoea fuper- 
vening on the ufe of this remedy, is likewife found 
to ftop its diueretic effect. 
Fi off 
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If the digitalis daes not anfwer within the firft 
fortnight, the beft way will be to change it for 
fome other diueretic; as it not unfrequently hap~ 
pens, that where we have failed with one remedy, 
we fhall be fuccefsful with a fecond or a third. 

In employing the fox glove in dropfy, we may 
give it either in infufion or faturated tincture, as 
menage under the‘head of Phthifis, or we may 
give it in fubftance *, wafhing it down with a tea~ 
cup full of any of the diueretic infufions. 

Cream of tartar is another diueretic,. which is 
often employed in dropfical affections with a very 
happy effect. As poffefling no deleterious quali- 
ties, and being eafily managed by practitioners of 
the fmalleft fuderenc, a preference over the digi. 
talis, has been given to it by fome. Whether it 
pofiefles as great an anti-hydropic power, has not 
been fatisfactorily afcertained. The experiments of 
Dr. Home + and Dr. Ferriar x feem to aflure us 
that it does; but from my jee, experience, I am 
induced to conclude that it dees not. 

In fome cafes, however, cream of tartar dimi- 


nifhes the fwellings very fpeedily. It produces an 


increafe of urine F with watery {tools ; and for the 


moft 
i 


t Clinical Obfervations, Experiments, &c. p. 349. 
t Medical Hiftories and Refletions. 
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* BR. Pulv, Digital. Purp. gr. r—ifs, 
Confect. Aromat. gr. x. M. - 
ft, Bolus mane et vefp. fumend. 
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moft part, leffens the patient’s fize more quickly 
than the increafe of uririe would lead us to expect. 
‘When it is likely to prove fuccefsful, it ufually ope- 
rates very early, producing in general an increafed 
flow of urine within 24 hours ; “burs ies falutary. ef- 
fects have been known to have been delayed to 
the end of the third or fourth week. Ic is given in 
dofes of from two drachms, to oné or two ounces 
a day, as by habit, it lofes a good deal of its effect. 
When the quantity is co! ‘\fiderable, it will be beft to 
divide it into three or four dofes, inftead of taking 
it all at once, as few ftomachs will bear it. In con- 
junction with gamboge, as before adyifed, it forms 
a powerful diuerétic, and, according to circum- 
ftances, may be made either to affift or take the 
lead of the digitalis. : 
__ A total abftinence from drink has long been con- 
fidered as highly neceflary in all cafes of dropfy; 
but in many inftances, the praftice has been carried 
to a confiderable length without any advantage. 
It feems: however to have fallen a good deal into 
difcredit, as large quantities of watery liquors are 
often now allowed, where diueretics, but more par- 
ticularly the cryftals of tartar, are given. This 
mode of treatriert feéms indeed by far moge proper _ 
than the former, as thefe medicines can hardly be 
carried in. any quantity to the kidneys, without being 
accompanied with a large portion of water, When — 
upon a fair trial, the quantity of urine is not found 
to be increafed by drinking water or other watery 

: Uma A liquors, 
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liquors *, their ufe may in that cafe be difcontinued. 
The different preparations of {quill + have been 


ufed 


* RX, Bacc: Junip, Costus, 


Rad. Raphan. Incif. aa 3). 


Aq. Fontan. ibij. Coq. 
ad ib}. Col. et adde — 
Kali Acetat. Ziij. 
Spirit. Junip. Zi. M. 
Capiat cyath, un. iecund. vel 
3%4 Hora. | 
nuit ites Vel 
RX. Semin. Lini 3}. 
wee Sinap. Zs. 
Aq. Fervent. iby... 
Sal. Nitri, 31). 
Spirit. Raph. ij. M. 
ree ee a4 
R. Rad. Raphan. 
Sem. Sinap. c, aa 3{s, 
Aq. Bullient. tbj. 
Infund. per horas xij. etadde 
liguor. colat. | 
Kal..Preparat. 311). 
Spirit. Junip. 31j. M. 
Pats Fel . 
RL. Bace. Junip. Cont. Fj. 
Crytftal. Tartar. Zfs. 
Aq, Diftillat. ibiv. Decog. 
ad fb1j. et liquor colat. adde 
Spirit. Raph. c. 7ij. 
- Libra una bibatur quotidie. 
| Vel ~ 
R. Ciner Geniftz Fij.- 
-.. Baeci Junip. Cont. 
Sem. Sinap..Cont. aa 3]. 
Beem macetate ety. 
Infund. in Vin. Rhen, i6 
iv. per horas xxx. Col. et 
‘famat Cochl. iij. ter qua- 
terve in die. ~ 


| Fel 
‘-K. Nitri Purificat. dij. 

\ Aq. Fervent. 3 xij. 
Spirit. Junip. c. Zils. 
Syr. Cort. Aurant. 3). M. 
Cap. Cyath. 4'* vel 6'4 

quaq. hor. 

+ RK. Oxymel Scillz 3ij. 
Confeé&. Aromat. 9). 
Aq. Nuc. Mofch. Zifs. 
Spirit. Junip. c. uj. M. 

ft. Hauftus bis vel ter in die 
fumend. 
: Fel 
RK. Kal. Acetat. 2fs. 
Acet. Scillz gifs. 
Aq. Feenicul. 33. 
Spirit. Raph. c. Zij. 
Ting. Lav. c. 3fs. M. 
ft. Hauftus. 
Vel 
RK. Pulv. Scillz gr. ij. 
—-—— Aromat. | 
——WNitr. Purif. aa ors.viij, 
_ Syrup Zingib. q. s. M. 
ft. Bolus ter in die fumend. 
Fel 
K. Scill2Exficcat, Pulv. er.ij. 
Pulv. Zingib. gr. x. 
Ol. Junip. gutt. v. 
_ Confery, Aurant. q.s.M. 
ft. Bolus. | 
Fel 
K. Pulv. Scill. gr. ij. 
Cryftal, Tartar. 3ij. 
Sacch. Alb. Pulv. 3j.M. 
ft. Pulvis mane et vefp. fus 
mendus, 
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ufed very much in dropfical cafes; but although 
this medicine has fometimes procured a good effect, © 
{till the advantages to be derived from it are by no 
means fo certain as thofe we ufually obtain from the 
digitalis, or cryftals of tartar, A combination of 
{quill and calomel has been tried, but ic has not been 
found to diminifh the {welling gs, iN proportion to its 
diueretic effect. 

The fpiritus ztheris nitrofi* is another powerful 
diueretic, and may be had recourfe to when other 
medicines of this clafs fail. 7 
_ A decoétion of green broom, drank in large 
quantities, is alfo a diueretic of confiderable powers, 

particularly in anafarcous cafes. It may therefore 
be ufed with other remedies, as has already been 
advifed. 

_ Bacher’s pills + (which confift principally of fees 
lebore) are amongft the diueretics often employed in 
dropfy. Whenever So produce a difcharge of 


water, 


# FR, ie Ammon. Acetat.3fs. ) + &. Extract. Helleb. Nigr. 


—— Raphan. 3}. gees 
Spule: Bther! biitress si. Myrrh. Solut. aa Z{s. 
‘Tina. Lav. c. 3{s. - Pulv. Card. Benedict. gifs.M. 
Syrup. Zingib. ByeM ft. Maffa.in pilal. fingul. gr. iz. 


ft. Hauftus terin die fumend, difttibuend. quarum famat 


_Fel _V. pro dos, 6'§ quaq. hor. 
R. Decoc&t. Hordei 3ils. , 
Spirit. Junip. c. 3ij. 
—— Atther. Nitr. 31 
Oxymel. Scill. zij. M 


£t. Hauttus. - 
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water, they dimimh the fwellings; but in cafes 
of long ftanding, they evidently weaken the patient, 
however cautioully given, . 
The tobacco tincture * is another remedy which 
has in fome inftances proved highly diueretic, when 
others have failed. Its ufe has been recommended 
by Dr. Fowler of York. Various other medi- 
cines ¢ are to be included in the lift of diueretics, 
which may be reforted to in cafes of need. 


Cantharides will be likely to prove a ufeful and | 


powerful remedy of this clafs, becaufe they debih- 
tate neither the general fyftem, nor the parts upon 
which they immediately act, In the dropfical com- 
plaints of elderly people, with whom their ftimulat- 
in@ power is not likely to be fo active as with thofe 
who are young, they are particularly indicated. 
‘The third indication which has been propofed 
: for 


+ 


Fel 

» B. Pulv. Sem, Sinap. 3j: 
Spirit. Terebinth. gutt. v, 
Syrup. Zingib, q. 5. M, 

ft. Bolus ter quaterve im dig 
fumend, cum Cochl. iij. vel 
iv. Infus. Ciner. Genift, 

Fel 
KX. Millep. Preparat. ij. 
Sapon. Venet. 3{s. 
Gum. Ammon. Zij. 
Ol. Junip, gutt.. xv. 
Syrup. q. s. M. 

Kiant Pilul. x.e fing, drachm, 
quarum fumat. v. ter in die 
fuperbib. cyath. Infus. Bace.. 
‘Juniper. 


* Fol. Nicotian. Zfs, 
Aq. Bullient.. %vj. 
Spirit. Vin. 3). M. 

Capiat gutt. lx. ad cxx. pro | 
dos, 


+ BR. Confea. Aromat. dj. 
Aq. Pimento Zils. 
-—— Kali gutt. xxx, adi zj. 
Spirit. Junip. 3.M. 
ft. Hauftus ter in die fumend. 
Fel 
R. Aq. Foenicul, Zifs. 
Tinct, Cantharid., gutt. xx, 
Spirit. Aether. Nitr. 3fs, ~ 
_ _ Syr. Cort, Aurant, 31). M. 
ft. Hauftus, ! 


Siete = + ahaa a 
Se ee ee ae 
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for the cure of anafarca, is to ftrengthen the fyftem, © 
When the difeafe is in its incipient ftate, and per 

feétly recent, we may often be able to arreft its pro- 

_~grefs, by employing, at an early period, proper means 

~ for effecting this purpofe; bur when it has been of 

Jong ftanding, then we fhall in general be obliged 

to wait until the water has been evacuated by the 

means which have been propofed. | 

. The tonic remedies. beft adapted for dreniohon: 
ing the fyftem, have already been fully noticed pace 
the head of Dyfpepfia. Thefe therefore, when ~ 
proper, mutt be had recourfe to, together with mo- 
derate daily exercife, friCtions every Morning with 
warm flannels; and fupporting the integuments of 
the lower extremities, either by banduces or a laced 
ftocking. If a preference is given to bandages, great 
care fhould be taken, in applying them, not to make 
a greater comprefiion on the upper part of the limb, 
than on the lower. 

In fome cafes of dropfy, but more particularly 
in thofe where general debility has occafioned the 
difeafe, it may be proper to join diueretics to the 
tonics, as in the manner here * advifed, | 


The 
* Ri. ati. eras e. %. Fel 
Tinét. Cort. Peruv. c. 3iij. | BR. Infus. Cort, Anguftur. 3}, 
—— Cantharid. gutt.xv.M. | Tind. Colomb. 31}. 
ft. Hauftus ter in die fumend, Kali Acetat. ats, 
Fel Spirit. Raphan, 33. M 
BR. Pulv. Myrrh. fs. | ft. Hauttus. 
. Aq. Pimento 3). . Fel 
Spirit. Junip. ¢. 31). _ KK. Infus. Quaflie Jus. 
Perxi Vitriolat, gts. viij, ' |. Tingt. Cardam.c. ij. 
Kali Preparat. gr. x. | --——-Digital.Purp, gutt.xv.M, 
Ting. Digital. Dias | ith xv. [| ft. Hanftus, 
Syrup. Zingib. 34.M Vel 
_ ft. Hauitus. ; } | 
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The diet in this difeafe ought to be light and 
nourifhing, confifting chiefly of meats which are. of 
ealy dig seition, and pungent aromatic vegetables, as 
garlic, muftard, onions, creffes, horfe-radith, fhalot, 
é&c. For common drink, the patient may ufe any 
of the diueretic infufions before recommended. If 
wine ts wifhed for, Rhenifh will be moft proper. 
If he lives in a damp fituation, he ought to be re- 
moved into a dry one, and, if poffible, into a warmer 
climate, | Sea 


cS Whilft fpeaking of the fox glove in the preceding 
pages, I fhould have obferved, that the digitalis lutea has 
been found, by Dr. Careno of Vienna, to poffefs fironger 
diueretic powers than the digitalis purpurea, and that with- 
ut producing any of the ufual noxious effects. He ob- 
ferves, he has fucceeded in curing many dropfies with the 
digitalis lutea, after the other fpecies had failed. —Sde Me- 
moirs of. the Royal Academy of Berlin for 1794-5. 


Vel Kel 
®. Gum. Myrrh. Pulv. R. Pulv. Zingib. 


Ferri Vitriolat. —— Aromat. aa Zi}. 


bat aa Ait —~—— Myrrh. 
ne Sratee a fat . Ferri Vitriolat, A 3}. 
Tiné Scillez.. Kal. i reeparat. 3{s. ; 
Spirit. Aither. Nitr. aa 3ifs.M. Ol. Junip. gutt. x. 


Syrup. Aurant. q. s. M. 
ft. Maffa in Pil. cx. diftribu- 
end. quarum fumat iv. ter 


ft, Miftura cujus fumat Cochl. 
larg. ii. 48 horis, 


7 Fel in die cum cyath. Infus. 
R. Pulv, Aromat. gr. x. Genifte. 
—-— Gentian. gr. xv. Feb 
—— Digital. gr.j. M. RK. Extrad Cinchon. 
ft. Pulv. mane et vefper.{umend. —— Gentian 24 3j. 
Vel Ferri Vitriolat. zfs. 
. Kal. Preeparat. ers, 
parat. prs. xv. 
R. Pulv. Colomb. Syrup. Zingib. q.s. M. 
——— Zingib. aa gr. x. ft. Pilul. xxxvj. Capiat iij. vel 
‘Cryttal. Tartar. 31). M. iv. ter in die cum cyath, 


ft. Pulv. ter in die fumend. Decott. Bacc. Juniper. 
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Of a DROPSY of the BELLY, 
3 | or | | 


AS OhT ES. 


‘Tuts difeafe is marked by a tenfe fwelling of the 
abdomen, accompanied by an evident fluctuation. 

The water is ufually collected in the fac of the 
peritoneum or general cavity of the abdomen; but 
fometimes it is found entirely without. the perito- 
nzum, and between this and the abdominal mufcles. 
Collections of water, in fome’ inftances, begin by 
facs formed upon and connected with one or other 
of the vifcera, as happens frequently in the ovaria 
of women. Thefe form that difeafe which has been 
termed encyfted dropfy.. Hydatides have been ol 
pofed to give rife to them. 

Ar acre me in the liver, or in fome of the 
other vifcera of the abdomen, is the moft frequent 
caufe of. this fpecies of dropfy; but it may how- 
ever be occafioned by any of the caufes which have 
been mentioned, as being productive of anafarca. 

Afcites is often preceded by lofs of appetite, flug- 
eifhnefs, inactivity, drynefs of the fkin, oppeffion at 
_the cheft, cough, diminution of the natural difcharge’ 
of urine, and ‘coftivenefs., . Shortly after the appear- . 
_ ance of thefe fymptoms,; a protuberance is. perceived 
in the hypogaftrium, which extends gradually, and - 
keeps on increafing, ‘until the whole abdomen be- 
‘comes at length uniformly fwelled and tenfe. 


q 


The 
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The diftention and fenfe of weight, although con- 
fiderable, vary fomewhat according to the pofture 
of the body, the weight being felt the moft on that 
fide on which the patient lies, whilft at the fame time, 
the diftention becomes fomewhat lefs. on the oppo- 
fice fide. In general, the pra€titioner may be fenfi- 
ble of the fluctuation of the water, by applying his 
left hand on one fide of the abdomen, and then ftrik- 
ing on the other fide with his right. In lorie cafes, 
it Witt be obvious to she der. . 

As the colleftion of water becomes mote confi- 
derable, the difficulty of breathing is much incréafed, 
the countenance exhibits a pale or bloated appear- 
ance, an immoderate thirft arifes, the fkin is dry and 
parched, and the urine is very feanty; thick, high 

coloured, and depofités a lateritious fediment. 
“With refpeé to the pulfe, it is variable, beifig fome- 
times confiderably quickened, and at ether times; 
flower than natural. 

The principal difficulty which prevails if ateites, 
is the being able to diftineuith with certainty, when 
the water i in the cavity “ot the abdomen, or when 
it isin the different ftates of encyfted dropfy. ‘To 
form a juft judgmient, we fhould attend to the fol- 
lowing circumftances: 

When the preceding fymptoms pive fufpicion 
of a general hydropic diathefis; when at the famé — 
time, fome degree of dropfy appears in other parts’ 
of the body; and when fron its firft appearance, the 
{welling has been equally diffufed over the whole 
belly, we may generally prefurne that the water 1s in’ 
the cavity of the abdomen.. But whetvan afcites has 

2 not 
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hot been preceded by any remarkable cacheGic ftate 
of the fyftem, and when, at its beginning, the tumour 
and tenfion had appeated in one part of the belly 
more than another, there is reafon to fufpect an en- 
cyfted dropfy. Even when the tenfion and tumour 
of the belly have become general, yet if the fyftem 
of the body in general appear to be little affected ; 
if the patiént’s ftrength be little impaired ; if the ap- _ 
petite continue pretty entire, and the natural fleep~ 
be little interrupted; if the menfes in females con- 
tinue to flow as ufual; if there be yet no anafarca, 
or though it may have already taken place, if it be 
fill confined to the lower extremities, and there be 
no leucophlegmatie palenefs or fallow colour in, the 
countenance; if there be no fever, nor fo much thirft 
or fcareity of urine, as occur in a more general af- 
ection; then according as more of thefe different 
circumftances. take place, there will be the ftronger 
grounds for fuppofing the afeites to be of the encyft-. 
ed kind*, : 

Adcites is always to be confidered as of very dif-— 
ficult cure, let the caufe have been what it may; bug 
when it hastaken place in confequence of a feirrho- 
fity of the liver, or other confiderable affections of 
the abdominal wifcera, the only thing that we can 
promife is, that of affording, perhaps, a ternporary 
relief by the operation of the paracentefis. When 

- dropfy 


/ 


_® Thefe remarks are taken from Dr. Cullen’s firft lines of — 
the Practice of Phyfic, as conveying the moft clear idea of the. 
diftinguifhing marks between Afcites and Encyfted Dropfy, 
that can poflibly be given. 
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dropfy is of the encyfted kind, it generally terminates’ 
fooner or later in the deftru@ion of the patient. 

The ufual appearances to be obferved in diffec- 
tions of thofe who have died of afcites, are {cirrho+ 
fities in the liver, fpleen, and mefenteric glands. In 
fome few cafes, the pancreas has likewife been found 
in a firnilar ftate, but this does not often happen. 

In the treatment of afcites, we are to attend to the 
two following indications : 

if. ‘To evacuate the accumulated fluid. 

~adly. To prevent any frefh collection. 


To anfwer the firft of thefe intentions, it has been. 


cuftomary to have recourfe to purgatives of a draf- 
tic nature, or to diueretics, with the occafional ufe 
of emetics, in the fame manner ‘as has been fully 
noticed under the head of Anafarca, and to which I 
mutt beg leave to refer the reader, in order to fave 
the Hise of recapitulation. 

Before. we have recourfe to:the paracentefis, we 
fhould give a fair trial to each of thefe claffes of me- 
dicine, and if any particular diueretic does not fuc- 
ceed in promoting the withed-for difcharge by urine, 
we ought after a proper time to change it for fome 
other, in the fame manner as has ban recom-~ 
mended in anafarca. 

A fingular method which has been recommended 


“for procuring a difcharge by. urine in afcites, is by, 


long continued gentle friction of the abdomen with 
the fingers dipped in oi]; which operation is to be 
repeated daily. The only effect to be derived from 
the oil,, appears ‘to be that of peevontne an excori- 
ation of the fkin, | 


If 


va 
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If all means fail, and the preflure and tenfion of 
the. abdomen: become infupportable, or. if we have 
reafon. to fufpedt the preffure of the water upon the 
kidneys prevents the diueretics from having a due 
effect on them, we muft then refort to tapping... ‘This 
‘mode. of evacuating the water, is undoubtedly the 
moft ready, but it has no: difpofition to eradicaté the 
difeafe.. The operation.is confidered by fome as 
not being likely to be attended with injurious -con= 
fequences, and is by a few practitioners advifed as 
the firft ftep to be purfued; ‘but as eryfipelatous in-. 
flammation, terminating in gangrene, has not unfre- 
guently arofe in the wound, it-would feem beft to 
make trial of other means, before we have recourfe 
to it. In drawing off the water, a proper degree of 
preffure fhould be made on the abdomen by rneans 
of a broad bandage, and this ought to:be kept up 
for a confiderable time. 

By giving afmart purgative the day after the per 
formance of the operation, and repeating ie two or 
three times, with an interval of a few days between 
each dofe, I have,in.afew initances, prevented any 
frefh accumulation of the water, and in a great ah 
very much retarded it. 7 7 
- When afcites is combined with asafarca; and has: 
arifen from,general debility, we thould: always, alter 
tapping, employ tonics combined wich “ter bstcs; as 
advifed under the latter head, together with fridtions 
and exercife. 

It has been mentioned, sia partial dropfy often 
meek pret Collections of water of this. nature, 
_fometimes occupy the ovaria in women, and the 
» Vou. T, G. womb 
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womb itfelf is not unfrequently diftended with water 
ina fimilar way. Sometimes hydatides form in the 
cavity of the abdomen. Thefe to appearance con- 
fit of membranous bags, the coats of which are fo 
thin as to be femi-tranfparent, and to have no vifible 
mufcular ftructure. From the effeéts produced by 
the different parts of thefe bags, while the animal is 
alive, being exactly fimilar to the contractions and 
relaxations of the mufcular fibres in the human body, 
we have great reafon to conclude, however, that thefe 
membranes are poflefied of a fimilar power. 

The hydatid, from its apparent want of mutfcles; 
and other parts which generally conftitute an ani- 
mal, was for a long time denied its place in the ani- 
mal world, and confidered as merely the production 
of difeafe; we are however at prefent in poffeffion of 
a fuficient number of facts to afcertain, not only 
that it is an animal, but that it belongs to a genus, 
of which there are feveral different fpecies. 

Encyfted dropfy of every kind is to be treated in 
the fame manner as afcites, however unfuccefsful our 
endeavours may be likely to prove. 

In hydrocele, the point we with to obtain is, the 
obliteration of the cavity of the tunica vaginalis. To 
effect this, various methods have been propofed, 
fuch as excifion, incifion, feton, tent, cauttic, and 
the injeéting of vinous or other liquors, having pre- 
vioufly difcharged the water by a trocar. 

This laft eres of treating the difeafe has been - 
of late particularly recommended by Mr. Earle. It 
is however by no means 2 modern invention, as we 
find it advifed by Monfieur Lambert in his GZuvres 

Chirurgicales, 
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Chirurgicales, publifhed near a century ago at 
Marfeilles. He ufed a {trong folution of corrofive 
fublimate in lime water, and enumerates many 
cafes in which it proved fuccefsful. We are in- 
formed by Mr. Bell *, that in Scotland, fpirits of 
wine, fome time after this, were employed for the 
fame purpofe, but that the violent pain and inflam- 
mation which thefe excited, foon occafioned their 
being laid afide. 

The injeCtion employed by Mr. Earle 1s red wine, 
diluted with a fourth or fifth part of water. Not- 
-withftanding what Mr. Earle has afferted on the 
fubjeét, Mr. Bell affirms, that it is not near fo cer- 
tain a remedy as either of the other ways, and that 
the pain, which is faved in the operation, is not 
worth confideration, when put in competition with 
the certainty of a cure. Befides the uncertainty of 
the cure, he enumerates the following objections. 

The inflammation may fometimes arife to fuch a 
height as to produce fuppuration within the cavity ; 
when this happens, befides the pain and rifk attend~ 
ing the inflammation, an incifion, equally extenfive 
for difcharging the matter, will be neceffary, as if 
the mode of cure by incifion had been adopted at 
firt. It does not admit of an examination of the 
teftis with accuracy. The ftrength of the injection 
neceflary for producing inflammation of the tunica 


vaginalis may be more than the teftis can bear, 
Under 


= 


* See his Treatife on Hydrocele, and other Difeafes of the 
 'Teftis, 
G 2 
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» Under ita a diverfity of opinion, experience alorié 
can determine at laft-incfavour of one or other of 
the methods propofed, fimple incifion’ being that 
recommended by Mr. Bell, 


Of WATER in the HEAD; 
| Or ne 


HYDROCEPHALUS: 


Pink’ in the head, aatticetarly acrofs the ane ftu- 
por, dilatation of the pupils, naufea, vomiting, pre- 
ternatural flownefs of the pulfe, and convulfions, 
are the pathognomic fymptoms of this difeafe, which 
have been laid down by the generality of writers. ~ 
| “Hydrocephalus i is almoft peculiar to children, be- 

ing rarely known to extend beyond the age of twelve 
or yatreel and it feems more frequently to arife in 
thofe of a ferofulous and ricketty habit than in 
others. {tis an affection which has been obferved 
to pervade families, affecting all or the greater. part 
ofthe children at a certain period of their life, which 
feems to fhew, that in many cafes it depends more 
on the general habit, than on any local affection or 
accidental caufe. 


The difeafe has generally been fuppofed to arife in © 


confequence cither of injuries done to the brain itfelf, 


by blows, falls, &c.; from fcirrhous, tumors, orexcref- . 


fences within the fkull; from original laxity or weak- 
sl nels 


‘ 
a 
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nefs'in thebraih, or ror ing lla ai ane an 
impoverithed fate of the’ Blood? ~ 

WRK refpect to its’ “proximate: ‘cafe; very appo- 
pote opiniohs’ are fil” “énfertained By medica! 
writers, which in conjunétion with the equivocal na* 
ture of ifs fymptoms, prove a fource of ae = 
embarraffment to the young’ ‘practitioner. a 

Dr, Beddoes fays, he believes it to belong to in- 
flammations,. -and that at an early period, he fhould 
be nae to bleed as largely’ as in pneumonias — 

r, Withering obferves, that in'a eféat many | 
aa if Not in<all, conjeftion or flight inflammation, 
‘ate the precurfors. to the aqueous accumulation. | 

Dr. Ruth thinks,” ‘that taftead of its being confi. 
dered att iiepathic dropty;” it fhould be confidered 
only as'an effec of? a ‘primary inflammation, or 
conjeftior6f Blgod in the brain: It appears’ (fays 
he) that\'thé difeafe in its firtt® ftage, is thé eHea ‘of 
caufes which’produce a lefs degree of that’ ‘inflam- 
ration? whieh" conftitutes: phrenitis 5 and~that its fe- 
cond ‘ftage;8"'a lefs- degree Of that effufion® which 
produces ferous apoplexy ‘in sdults.’ The former 
partakes of the nature of the chronic inflammation 
of Dr. ' Cullen, and che altheni¢ inflammation of 
Dr. POW ALo 2919926970 

There’ are others again who view. the fabjee j in a 
Wery different light. Dr. Darwin’ fuppofes inactivity « or 
torpor of the abforbent velels’ of the brain to be 
the caufd of hydrocephalus” ‘internus ; “but, he con- 
feffes, in another-part of his work, that the torpor of 


the abforbent vefiels ee often exif as a a fecondary 
effect. 


{ 
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Dr. Whytt, who has publifhed an ingenious trea 

tife on the difeafe, obferves, the immediate caufe of 
every kind of dropfy is the fame; viz. fuch a ftate 
of the parts as makes the exhalent arteries throw 
out a greater quantity of fluids than the abforbents 
can take up. From what he afterwards mentions, 
“he evidently confiders this ftate as confifting in de- 
bility. 
_ Asmany cafes are accompanied with an. increafed 
or inflammatory action of the veffels. of the brain, 
and others again are obferved to prevail along with 
general anafarca, it feems rational to allow that hy- 
drocephalus is, in fome inftances, the confequence 
of congeition or flight inflammation in the brain; 
and that in others, it arifes either from general de- 
bility or topical laxity. In admitting thefe as in- 
controvertible facts, I am at the fame time induced 
to fuppofe, that the cafes of its occurring. from 
mere debility, are by no means frequent. - 

The great analogy fubfifting between the fymp- 
toms hich are characteriftic of infammation, and 
thofe which form the firft ftage of the acute fpecies 
of. hydrocephalus, (for the difeafe has been divided 
into the chronic and acute by fome writers) together 
with the good effects often confeguent on blood-let- 
ting, and the inflammatory appearance which the 
blood frequently exhibits, feem to point out ftrong 
proofs of the difeafe being in moft inftances an 
active inflammation, and that it rarely occurs from 
mere debility, as a primary caufe. 

The progrefs of the diforder has by fone been 
divided into three ftages. 


When 
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When it is accompanied by an increafed or in- 
flammatory action of the brain, as not uncom- 
monly happens, its firft {tage is marked with many 
of the fymptoms of pyrexia, fuch as languor, in- 
activity, lofs of appetite, naufea, vomiting, parched 
tongue, hot dry fkin, flufhing of the face, head-ache, 
throbbing of the temporal arteries and quickened 
pulfe; which fymptoms always fuffer an exacerba- 
tion in the evening, but towards morning become 
milder. 

When it is unaccompanied by any inflammatory 
action of the brain, many of thefe appearances ure 
not to be obferved. In thefe cafes, it is marked by 

a dejection of countenance, lofs of appetite; pains 
over the eyes, forenefs of the intezuments of the 
cranium to ‘the touch, propenfity to the bed, aver- 
fion to being moved, naufea, and coftivenefs. The 
difeafe at length makes a remarkable tranfition, 
which denotes the commencement of its fecond 
ftage. ‘The child fcreams out without being able 
to affien any caufe; its fleep is much difturbed ; 
there is a confiderable dilatation of the pupils of the 
eyes, without any contraction on their being expofed 
to light ; lethargic torpor with ftrabifmus, or per- 
haps double vifion, enfues, and the pulfe becomes 
flow and unequal. 2 

In the third ftage, the pulfe returns again to the 
febrile ftate, becoming uncommonly quick and va- 
riable, and coma, with convulfions, enfue. When 
the accumulation of water is very great; and the 

child young, the futures recede a confiderable way 

G 4 from 
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fronmench. other, and the head,’ towards the. ently bes 
comes: much enlarged. | offs. lo ele ove 


 Wihenwecoveries» havye'adbually taken: sainiad ‘in 
Be eriihes we ought-pnobably to: atrribute mote 
to» ris vt of nature than’ tothe interference of 
hnvevery. ipttabees: ate ‘isto: be regarded: vas of 

ye (OMCs! « teen chart 
-Amaceumutation aoe swatercin shes venitricles off the 
be dso. ene of, the, melt common appearances to 
be obferved on diffection. In different cafes, : this 
is.accumulaced.in -greateror-lels quantities, Itfome- 
iimes amounts: only toya, few-;ounces, | and occafion- 
ally to:fome pints.; When the quantity of water i 1S 
confiderable, the fornix is.,raifed at, its anterior ex 
tremity 1a. confequence: ofsi its accumulations, and-an 
immediate opening of-communication ds thereby 
formed, between the lateral. ventricles. «id-he- water 
‘is, ofja purer) colour, .and ,.more limpid than: what 
iS. found i in the. dropfy,of, the, therax.or, abdemen, 
_It.appeats, howerer to. beg general] ly of the fame nar 
ture) with: th e water thattis accumulated-in thefe Ca- 
yities. . In, aa inflances,, the’ water ia hydrece- 
phalus contains. a, very: fall, :propertion, Of coagus 
lable, smatter;andsin ophiersy it is entirely ftee from .it, 
When the, water 1s. accumulated to avery large 
quantity in the ventricles, the fubftance,of the brain 
_appeais:to be.a fort of.pulpy bag » containingia Auuid, 
The feull, upon fog ennbionss is very-much -eri+ 
dJarged in.fize, and;alcered: in, its fhape, and it ap- 
pears, exceedingly large ,in. proportion «to the face. 
On removing, the icalp, the hones are found to be 
‘ | Very 
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very thin, and-there are frequently broad {pots of 
membrane in the bone... Thefe appearances are, 
however, only. to be obferved, where the difeafe has 
been of fome years’ continuance. - : 

In fome cafes, -where the quantity of water col. 
lected is not great, the fubftance’ of the brain has 
appeared to be indurated, and in others. foftened. 
At-times the ‘organ has, been found gorged with 
blood’; collections alfo of a vifcid tenacious, matter 
have been difcevered in cyfts upon its external fur- 
face, and: tumours: have been Quad attached to its 
fubitance. - 
jo The: treatment:to be icetire in the fir ftage of 
this difeafe; fhould vary according to the {fymptoms 
which are prefent. If it is marked by an increafed 
Orinflammatory! action in the veffels of the bratn, 
we fhould by all means recommend bleeding, but 
more particularly from the neighbourhood of the 
part... The neceffiry of -blood-letting in fuchycaies 
feems very obvious, and it ought to be carried:to 
fuch an extent as to anfwer a side inate ends viz. 
that of leffening topical congeftion, and dimrmufhing 
arterial action. Opening the temporal artery .or 
jugular vein will be the moft advifeable way of 
drawing off bleed ‘in thefe cafes ;-but where this can- 
not be done, we muft then have recourfe to the appli- 
cation of three, four, or more leeches to each temple. 

When the difeafe feems to have arofe from to- 
pical weaknefsjor general debility (which, as before 
obferved, does not often happen) and is of courfe 
“unaccompanied by any febrile fymptoms, or when | 
it is advanced into its fecond ftage, bleeding would 
be improper. 

Purgatives, 


go PRACTICE OF Puysic: 
Purgatives, by leflening the determination to the 
head, will likewife be proper, where the fymptoms 
point out an increafed or inflammatory action in the 
veffels of the brain. Jalap combined with calomel, 
or cryftals of tartar with oamboge, as advifed under 
the head of Anafarca, may be taken in dofes pro- 
portionate to the age of the child. | 
In every ftage of the difeafe, and let the caufe 
have been what it may, blifters appear to be highly 


advifeable from the great difcharge which they oc- - 


eafion from the vefiels of the head. Of late, it has 
been recommended to apply them in the courfe of 
- the futures, and to keep up a difecharge by means of 
an iffue; but as the unguentum cantharidis is capa- 
ble of exciting a proper difcharging furface, it ap- 
pears, preferable, its application being much lefs 
troublefome than that of an iffue. 

Where much thirft with univerfal heat prevails, 
we may give fmall dofes of antimonials, as advifed 
under the head of Simple Fever, together with refri- 
-gerants, and the faline medicine. 

Cold applications to the head, fuch as linen cloths 
wetted in vinegar and water, and renewed as often 
as they become warm and dry, have been recom- 
mended by fome practitioners. That they may not 
interfere with bliftering, we ought, in having re- 
courfe to them, to apply them always to the tem- 
ples. 

To occafion a re-abforption of the effufed fluid, 


it has been long cuftomary with many practitioners. 


é0 employ mercury either in the foxm of calomel, 
given in fmall dofes, or by unétion applied as near 
, | is BS 


Crass Ill. Of Cacuectic Diszaszs. 91 


as poffible to the feat of the difeafe. At one time, 
this medicine was indeed looked upon as a fpecific 
in hydrocephalus; later experience has, however, 
fhewn that it more frequently fails than fucceeds. 
From my own experience, I am induced to con- 
clude, that when employed without the affiitance 
of other remedies, it produces very rarely any good 
effect. 

The fox eibve or digitalis has been fuggefted as 
a remedy in this difeate but it has not yet received 
the fanction of experience. ‘To what particular 
{tate of the difeafe it may be adapted, whether it 
might relieve by diminifhing arterial action, or by 
its power as a diuéretic, on the fame principle that 
it fucceeds in the cure of dropfy, is uncertain, and 
only to be afcertained by further trials and obfer- 
vation. Its exhibition in any of the forms advifed 
under the heads of Phthifis and Anafarca, with the 
external application of about half a drachm of the 
unguentum hydrargyr. fort. might probably be at- 
tended with good effects, when either remedy given 
feparately might fail. 

A difcharge from the nofe, oulatt at the fame 
time to be promoted, by caufing the patient to fnuff 
up the powder of afarabacca, white hellebore, or 
the like *. 

Small 


+ K. Folior. Exficcat. Afari. 
Majorane, 
Mari Syriaci. ' 
F loram 'Exficcat. Lavend. aa 3{s. 
Simul in pulverem tere. Fiat Pulv. Sternutatorius, 
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Slight electric fhocks. pafied through othé ‘head, 
twice a day, have ben found ulefal aniofome au: 
which were fuppofedto:depend ondebilitynby. i 
_ At-has been propofed asra) query, whether frequerit — 
vomiting might not be .dikely in hydrocephalus, ds | 
-well'as in. analarca and, afeites, ‘to act» powerfully 
| in promoting the ablepption?: Invdlb:cafesoof en- 
eyfted dropfy, I fhould apprehend that but hitle 
advantage, was likelyice tobe. derived, from the tiftlon 
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ss nace of. Lorne na eo when in.an 
horizontal, potture,, fudden ale from fleep, with 
anxiety, and palpitations at the hear cough): pale~ 
Reon nefs of vifage, anafarcous fwellings of the lower ex- 
te ‘tremities, thirft, and a fcarcity of urine, are the cha- © 
~yacteriftic fymptoéms of hydro-thorax ; but the one 
i which is more decifive .than:all theorelt, ts a fluc 
| tuation of water being parceived 1 in the cheft, ei- 
a SVB. 1 TES) sss { ther. 
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ther by the patient himfelf, or‘his medical —— 
on certain motions of the body: 

\ The caufesowhich. give ‘rife to the. ene are 
sieiery miuch the fame ne thefe which are produc 
tive of the other fpecies ofidropfy. In fome. cafes, 
it exifts without any other; kind of dropfical affecs 
tion being prefent, but it ities very often as a 
part of more univerfal dropfy. . | 

It frequently takes place to a confiderable ids 
eree before it becomes very perceptible ; and its pre= 
fence is not. readily Known; the. fymptoms, like 
thofé of hydrocephalus, not. being always very di- 
ftinét. In fome inftances the water is collected: in 
both facs of the pleura, but at other times, it is 
only in one. Sometimes: it is lodged: in the peri- 
cardium aloneé ; but for the molt part it only appears 
there, when at the fame time a collection is prefent 
in one or. both cavities. of the thorax. Sometimes — 
the water is effufed in the cellular texture of the 
lunes, without any being depofited in the .cavity of 
the thorax. Ina few cafes, the water that is col+ 
lected isenvelloped in {mall cyfts. of a. membra- 
nous nature, ‘known by the name. of hydatides, 
which feem to float in the cavity ; but more fre~ 
quently they. are connetted with and_ attached . to 
particular parts of the internal furface of the 
pleura. | sic 
Hydro- thorax fle Acomics.om suithy. a fenfe of. un~: 
eafinefs at the lower end of the fternum, accom- 
panied by a-difficulty of breathing, which is much 
increated by any, exertion, and which is always moft 
confiderable dunne meht, when the. body,asin aa 

horizontal 
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horizontal pofture. Along with thefe fymptoms, 
there is a cough thatis at firft dry, but which, after 
a time, is attended with an expectoration of thin 
mucus. There ts likewife a palenefs of the com- 
plexion, and an anafarcous fwelling of the feet and 
legs, together with a confiderable degree of thirft, 
and a diminifhed flow of urine. Under thefe ap- 
pearances, we have juft grounds to fufpect that 
there is a colleGtion of water in the cheft; but if 
the fluctuation can be perceived, there then can re- 
main no doubt as to the reality of its prefence. 

During the progrefs of the difeafe, it is no un- 
common thing for the patient to feel a numbnefs 
or degree of palfy in one or both arms, and to be 
more than ordinarily fenfible to cold. With regard 
to the pulfe, it is ufually quick at firft, but towards _ 
the end becomes irregular and intermitting. 

Our prognoftic in hydro-thorax, muft in general 
be unfavourable, as it has feldom been cured, and 
in many cafes, will hardly admit even of alleviation, 
the difficulty of breathing continuing to increafe, 
until the action of the lungs ts at laft entirely im- 
peded by the quantity of water depofited in the 
cheft. In fome cafes, the event is fuddenly fatal, 
but in others, it is preceded, for a few days previous 
to death, by a fpitting of blood. 

Diffections of this difeafe fhew, that in fome 
cafes the water is either collected in one fide of the 
thorax, or that there are hydatides formed in fome 
particular part of it; but they more frequently dif- . 
cover water in both fides of the cheft, accompa~= 
nied by a collection in the cellular texture, and prin< 
: eipak 
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cipal cavities of the body. The fluid is ufually of 
a yellowifh colour; poffefles properties fimilar to 
ferum, and, with refpect to its quantity, varies very 
much, being from a few ounces to feveral quarts. 
According to the quantity, fo are the lungs com- 
prefied by it; and where it is very confiderable, 
they are ufually found much reduced in fize. When 
univerfal anafarca has preceded the collection in the 
cheft, it is no uncommon occurrence to find fome of 
the abdominal vifcera in a {cirrhous ftate. 

The treatment of hydro-thorax 1s to be conducted 
on the fame general plan with that of anarfarca; 
viz. by emetics, purgatives, and diueretics. With 
refpect to the two former, they do not feem how- 
ever fo well calculated to affofd relief as the laf 
clafs of medicines. 

Where general debility attends on the difeafe, or 
feems to have given rife to it, we may adminifter 
tonics and diueretics combined together as here * re- 
commended, or as advifed in the treatment of ana-~ 
farca. 

The diueretic, which formerly has chiefly been 
employed in this fpecies of dropfy, is the fquill, 
becaufe, befices this effect, it likewile pofleffes that 


of 
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of promoting an evacuation from the glands of the 
lungs. In adminiftering it, we fhould puth it to 
as large a quantity as the ftomach will bear without 
exciting naufea, Any of the forms recommended 
under the head of Anafarca, may be employed. 

If, after a {uficient length of time, we fhould fail to 


procure any good effects froma ute of the fguill, we’ 


ought then to make trial of the digitalis, as advifed 
haces the fame head, and that ix Phthifis; and if 
this fhould likewife fail, we muft then have. recourfe 
to the cryftals of tartar, either feparately or com- 
bined with gamboge or:the digitalis *, 

In thofe cafes, ee great thirft, with drynefs of 
the fkin, prevail, we may perhaps employ diaphore- 
tics with advantage. Small dofes of antimonials, or 
of the pulvis eR NT compofit. repeated every 

two or three hours, may. be given for this purpofe, 
wafhing them down with fome warm diluent 
liquor. 

At the fame tirne that we have recourfe to thefe 
means, we fhould apply blifters to the cheft, {hifting 


them from one fide of it to the other; whenever they | 


fhew a difpofition to heal up, to,prevent which, they 
ought to be drefied with fome kind of {timulating 
ointment. | 

In a letter from Mr. Barr of Birmingham, to 


Dr. 


* BR. Fol. Digital. Purp. Exficcat. gr: vj. 
Cryftal. ‘Vartar. 3Vj. 
Pulv. Aromat. OF. 1 M. 
ft, Pulv.in Chartulas vj. difribuend, quarum fumat unam 
bis terve dé die: 
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Dr. Beddoes *, we are informed of the happy effects 
which were Bee | in a cafe of hydro-thorax from 
the aid of pneumatic medicine in conjunction with 
‘other remedies, which of themfelves had availed 
nothing. 2 
He ftates, that his patient’s face was become pale 
and emaciated, his eyes ftared as if taking a laft con- 
{cious view of their objects, his legs were fwelled to 
fuch a degree that the fkin was become much inflam- 
ed, and in danger of burfting; he hada continued 
tenefmus, and base very little urine; he could not 
endure a horizontal pofture for a moment, but was) 
under the neceflity of being bolftered upright in bed 
through the night; even then, he flept little, and that 
little was difturbed and unretrefhing, for he frequently 
{tarted from his fleep under an impreffion of imme- 
diate fuffocation. : 
Under thefe circumftances, he direGied one ° quart 
of oxygene, mixed with nineteen of atmofpheric air, 
to be inhaled every day; but as the fymptoms were 
very urgent, he thought it right to join the ufe of 
thofe active medicines he had before preferibed for 
him to no effect. He ordered hiin to take half'a 
grain of digitalis in fubftance every evening, and 
four ounces of a decoction of anguftura bark in the 
_courfe of each day. 
On the third night after infpiring the faCitious air, 
he found himfelf more compoted, he could remain 
longer 
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longer in one pofture; and the fiartings during Nees 
feemed both lefs frequent and lefs violent. Every 


night he was fenfible of amendment; in ten days he — 


could bear the removal of feveral of the pillows that 
bolftered him up in bed, and he could fleep for three 
or four hours without one ftarting fit. The fwellings 
_of his legs began now to fubfide, the tenefmus was 
entirely. removed, the quantity of urine was much 
increafed, and he could walk up ftairs with much 
eafe; his appetite and cheerfulnefs began to return; 
and the pale face of difeafe to give place to the florid 
countenance of health: 

In the courfe of the fecond week, the quantity of 
oxygene had gradually been increafed to two quarts 


a day, diluted as before. In four weeks from the 
patient’s beginning to infpire the vital air, not a vef= . 


3 me 2 
tige of the diforder remained, except weaknefs; he 


could lay his head as iow in bed as when in. perfect 
health, and fleep the whole night; no fwelling of 
the legs remained, no difficulty of breathing upon or- 
dinary exertion, and every function was performed 
with regularity and eafe. He difcontinued the ufe 
of all medicines; except a laxative pill occafionally, 


and at the age of fixty, feemed to poflefs uncommon . 


ftrength, ech, and vivacity. 
Such is the report made by Mr. Barr, of the offelts 
of vital air in hydro-thorax, which from having proved 


fo highly beneficial, we ought, under failure of the. 4 


ufual means, certainly to employ as an auxiliary. 


“If all our endéavours to carry off the water, or — 
promote its re-abforption, prove fruitlefs, and a_ 
flu€tuation is evidently perceptible, we fhould then. 


' perform a paracentefis of the thorax, Where it is 
| . loofe 
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Toofe in the facs of the pleura, we may, with the af 
fiftance of diueretics joined with tonics, On ef- 
fect a cure by means of this operation; but where it 
is accumulated 1 in the pericardium, in: hydatides, : or 
in the cellular texture furrounding the bronchiz, we 
will derive no advantage from it. Wen 

‘The pradtice of evacuating water contained in the 

thorax by an incifion, is of as ancient a date as the 
days of Hippocrates; and when done by a {fkilful 
furgeon, is attended with little or no danger. For 
the mode of performing the operation, I beg leave 
to refer to Mr. Bell’s Syftem of Surgery. 


\ 


Of the NEGRO CACHEXY;, 
ee ar 
CACHEXIA AFRICANA. 

Tus Difeafe, known by the name of Mal d’Efto- 
mach amongtt the French, and by that of ditt eating | 
in our Weft-India colonies, from this fymptom which 
- invariably attends on it, is frequently to be met with 
amoneftneeroes, but more particular ey thofe i import 
éd from Africa, Monf. Sonnini makes mention, in 
his Travels through Egypt, that a propenfity for eat- 
ing earth is a difeafefrequently to be met with amonett 
the Egyptians. Between it and chlorofis, there is in 
manyrefpects agreat fimilarity; but they differ in this 
circumftance, that the latter only affects females, and 
‘that principally about the age at which menftruation. 
ought to commence; + eee the former affects 

| i H 2 . males. 
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males as well as females, and is oftento be met wirkt 
in children of fix or feven years old as I have feen 
happen i in various inftances. 

It evidently arifes from a want of due energy or 
vigour in the fyftem, induced by various debilitating 
caufes, as orief, defpondency, poor diet, hard labour, 
and harfh treatment. With fome the difeafe is con- 
ftitutional, and proceeds from general relaxation, a 
vitiated ftate of the ftomach, and bad digeftion. 
Negroes imported from the coaft of Africa, who are 
‘of an inactive indolent habit, and children of lax 


fibres, and who have been badly. nurfed and afters. 


wards neglected, are moft liable to its attacks. 
Cachexia Africana fhews itfelf by a fondnefs for 


folitude, and an indulgence in grief and defpond- 


ency ; together with a lofs of appetite, conftant pain 
in the ftomach, difficulty of breathing wa the leaft 
bodily exertion, palenets of the face and palins of the 
hands, whitenefs of the tongue, with an appearance 
like ftains of ink upon it, whitenefs of the lips, drow- 
finefs, inactivity, wnwillingnefs to attempt and in- 
ability to perform motion, and general debility. 
‘The tunica adnatais of a glafly whitenefs, the tkin 
of an olive complexion and cold to the touch, the 
eye-lids, face, and extremities fhew evident figns of 
an extravafation of water in their cellular membrane, 
and the unhappy fufferer can only breathe in an 
erect pofture, from water being likewile collected in 
‘the cheft and cavity of the abdamnen: The ftools 


are at the fame time of a white or clay colour, the 7 


urine is fcanty, and the pulfe is always fmall, and 
generally becomes quicker as the night approaches. 
: In 
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“In confequence of the vitiated ftate of the gaftric 
juice and impeded digeftion, a morbid acidity pre- 
vails, and a fymptom arifes from this caufe, which 
with fome, has given name to the dileafe, viz. a 
habit of eating alist: chalk, or whatever will obtund 
acrimony. | 

This vitiated abdon’ is propagated shvowaloot the 
whole alimentary canal; the la¢teals are abraded by 
acrimonious fluids, and no longer poffefs the power 
of abforbing healthy chyle; hence the lymphatic 
elands become indurated and inflamed. The blood, 
poor, vapid, and colourlefs, no longer ftimulates 
the heart.and arteries to ation; hence afphyxia and 
fudden death. 

Fatal confequences ufuaily attend this difeafe. 

On diffe@tion, the ftomach is’ ufually found much 
enlarged and thickened in its coats, the liveris of 
an created 6 fize, {cirrhous, and always preternaturally 
white ;: biliary concretions are fometimes met with 
in the gall bladder; the bile is never of a healthy 

appearance, but ufually of a thin watery confiftence 
and of a flightly yellow or frefh colour; the mefen- 
teric glands are indurated and fcirrhous, and poly- 
pous concretions are found in the heart. 

The proper indications of cure feem to be, firft, 
to ftrengthen the general fyftem, and give due ener- 
gy to the conftitution ; and fecondly, to correct the 
morbid acidity which prevails, | 

To obtain the firft of thefe purpofes, 2 the atid 
mult be allowed a generous and nutritive diet, con- 
fifting principally of animal food and wine, or weak 
_ fermented liquors, Cane liquor boiled to the con- 
Hee | fiftence 


‘ 


i 
{O02 PRACTICE or Parse: . 


fiftence of a thin fyrup (as in the firft procefs of fugar 


making) ,is alfo of a very reftorative nature, and 


ought, during crop time, to be allowed liberally. 
With a generous diet, the patient fhould be made. 
to take moderate exercife daily, as a want of this. 


will not fail to increafe the general debility and 


add to the difeafe.. Warm cloathing, with occafional . 


frictions by means of flannels, will Heras be, 
proper. 


To affift the effects of thefe means, we muft put . 


the patient under a courfe of bitters joined with aro- 
matics, different preparations of the Peruvian bark, 
with myr rh, and chalybeates, as advifed under the 


head of Dyfpepfia. 


The antihectic mixture of Dr. Griffiths (fee 


Phthifis) will be likely to prove a moft valuable re- 
medy in this difeafe. 


‘The fecond indication i is to be Jalweied by alka. - 


lies and abforbents, as recommended under the fame 
head. is he exhibition of an emetic of the vitriolum 


 cupri, once or twice a week, as adviféd in 


phthifis, feems likewife advifable. 
When coftivenefs prevails, it ought to be removed 
by a ule of fome warm ftomachic (a fuch as 


the tin@ura rhabarbi compofita, or tintura aloes 


compofita. 


If the difeafe has been of fuch ftanding as to be 


attended with anafar cous fwellings, ee ufing the 
means already recommended, we mutt have scccnae 
to diueretics, as advifed in dropfy. 

Where it is accompanied with a retention of the 


_menfes, we muff endeavour to promote thefe by 


calling 


F 


. 


| 


oe 


ra 
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¢alling in. the affiftance of the emmenagocues, 


See Chlorofis. 
In order that the depravity of appetite may not 


be indulged, the patient fhould be lodged in a room 


which has a boarded floor, and where he cannot pof- 
fibly get at any dirt ; and when he goes out for exer- 
cife, he fhould be cones a by an attendant, who 
will not permit him to eatin 


Dr. Chifolm, in his ingenious effay on this dif-. 
ale *, fays, it-is remarkable, that negroes, who are 


fabject to it, have been much benefited by living ia 
a low fituation, near marfhes, which quickly prove 
fatal to whites; and he had long obferved this before 
he formed any theory on the fubject. He adds, 


perhaps the hydro carbonic air may act as a cordial ; 


it is perhaps the nervous zther itfelf. It has been res 


marked by medical writers, that the attack of re- 


mittent marfh fevers is frequently, preceded by an 
unufual flow of fpirits. 
From my own obfervations, during a long refi- 


dence in the Weft-Indies, Iam ready to admit with © 
Dr. Chifolm, that mountainous fituations do not 


agree with cachectic negroes fo well as low ones ; 
ut I cannot with him aerate the effect to the in- 
fluence of marfh effluvia. Noxious vapours arifing 
from ftagnated waters and marfhy erounds, acted 
upon by a powerful fun, prove, in warm climates, a 
never failing fource of difeafe under all ee. 
ces, and under every Eon of the body. Th 
sichecie 


* See the New-York Medical Repofitory. 


104 Practice ofr Puysic: 


cachectic negro cannot endure the cold, chilling o, and 
damp air of a mountainous fituation; but in a low 
one (the more remote from marfhy grounds or ftag- 


nant waters the better) he feels warm and comfort« 


able, and breathes-a pure dry air, moderated in its 
temperature by: the refrefhing and reviving breezes 
which come off the fea. 


Of the RICKETS, 


or 


q 


RACHITES. 


Tne diftinguithing marks of this diféafe are, anun- 


common fize of the head, {welling of the joints, flat- 
_ tened ribs, incurvation of the fpine, diftortion of the 


cylindrical bones, protuberance of the belly, and ge- 
neral emaciation. 

Univerfal laxity and debility of i fyftem, an here- 
ditary difpofition entailed by the parents, but more 
particularly the mother, being fuckled by a nurfe 


of a {crofulous habit, impoverithed milk, too long 


a continuation at the breaft, want of due exercife 
and cleanlinefs, a moift unwholefome atmofphere, and 
a prevailing acidity either in the milk of the nurfe 
or ftomach of the child, have been affigned as the 
remote caufes of the rickets, 
a , A want 
¢ ; 
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' A want of due energy in the conftitution to pre- — 
pare a proper quantity of offious es oad feems to be 
its proximate caufe. 

The difeafe feldom appears before the ninth 
month, and very rarely fhews itfelf after the fecond 
year of achild’s age. It is more frequently met 
with amoneft the children of the poor than in thofe 
of higher rank, and feems to be almoit folely confin- 
ed to coldclimates where much moifture prevails, 
which feems to indicate that a peculiar atmofphere 
has a great fhare in giving rife to it. 

It ufually comes on flowly, and the firft appear- 
ances of it to be obferved are, a flaccidity of the © 
_flefh, emaciation of the body, palenefs and lofs of 
colour in the cheeks, if they have been rofy, and a 
flight degree of tumefaction of the face. The head 
at the fame time appears large with refpect to the 
_ body, and the futures and fontanelle are preternatu- 
rally open. The head continuing to increafe in fize, 
the forehead becomes at length auf ually prominent, 
and the neck appears very flender in proportion to 
the head. Dentition is at the fame time very flow, 
-and much later than ufual ; and the teeth that do ap- 
pear readily fpoil, and are apt to fall out. The ribs 
lofe their convexity, the flernum protrudes in the 
form of a ridge, the fpine becomes incurvated, and 
the epiphyfes at the feveral joints of the limbs be- 
come fwelled, whilft at the fame time, the limbs be- 
tween the joints appear to be more flender than be- 
fore, and from their inability to fupport the weight 
of the body, become very flexible, and at laft iach | 

diftorted, 


With 
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With thefe fymptoms, the child experiences a 


great diminution of its ftrength, is averfe to making: 


the leaft exertion, and is unable to walk. . Its appe- 
tite is not often much impaired, but its ftools are 
ufual ly frequent and loofe, and its abdomen appears 
uncommonly full andtumid. With regard to its 
mental faculties, the underftanding is moft general- 
ly very mature, but ina few cafes, ftupidity or fatu- 


ity enfues. At the firlt commencement of the dif- 


eafe, there is no fever prefent; but in its more advan- 
ced flage, a frequent pulfe, with other febrile fymp- 
foms, attend, 

In fome cafes, the difeafe proceeds no further, aad 
the child gradually recovers its health and ftrength, 
leaving the limbs, however, in a diftorted_ ftate. 
In others, it continues to increafe, till at laft every 
_ function of the animal ceconomy becomes affected, 
and the tragic fcene is clofed by death. 7 

The rickets, although attended with much dif- 


tortion of the bones, and various other unpleafang 


fymptoms, very feldom proves fatal; and we are 
only to regard it as attended with danger, where 


~ the diftortion becomes fo great as to affect-the ‘office » 


of the lungs and other organs ; or where the enlarged 
fize of the head fhews that it contains a confiderable 
quantity of water within it; or where the food is 


paft unchanged by digeftion, which denotes a highly 


difeafed fate of the mefenteric glands. 

Various: morbid affeétions of the internal- parts 
are to be ob{erved on opening the bodies of thofe 
who have died of this difeafe. The brain has com; 
| monly been difcovered i in a flaccid tate, with effu-; 
fions 
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fions of a ferous fluid in its cavities. The lungs 
have been found in a morbid ar feemingly Fam 
fome inflammation that had comé*on towards the 
clofe of the diforder, and mott of the vifcera of the 
abdomen have been found to be preternaturally 
enlarged. The bones have univerfally been per- 
ceived fo much foftened as to be readily cut by a. 
knife. With refpect to the fluids, they have ufu- 
ally been difcovered ina diffolved ftate. The muf> 
cular parts have been found very foft and tender, 
and the whole of the dead body without that de- 
~gree of ngidity which is fo common in almoft all 
others. 

Inthe cure of the rickets, we muft proceed on 
the plan of i invigorating the fyftem. For this pur- 
pofe we mutt have recourfe to fuch medicines as 
_poflefs a tonic power, together with frequent i im- 
merfion in cold water, the effects of which may be 
much increafed by frictions with flannels, a free, 
open, and dry air, a generous nutritive diet, and - 
proper exercife by sehanan | in an horizontal pof 
ture. An erect one might be apt to increafe the 
deformity, which fhould be further prevented or 
removed by iron machines properly fitted to the 
limbs and fpine. 

As children cannot eafily be prevailed upon to 
take the Peruvian bark, or any kind of bitters, for 
the purpofe of invigorating the fyftem, the metal- 
lic tonics muft be eaploved. The moft proper of | 
thefe are the rubigo ferri, ferrum  ammoniacale, 
and zincusn calcinatum, which may be given as ad- 


vifed 
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vifed below *, together with a Hei grains of rhu- 
barb to keep the body fufficiently open. The 
quantity of this, is to be increafed or diminifhed ac- 
cording to its effects, and the dofe of the rubigo 

ferri, ferrum ammoniacale. and zincum calcinatum, 
may be augmented gradually. | 

Where the child can be perfuaded to take the 
cinchona, it may likewife be given either in decoc- 
tion, infufion, or fubftance, with the addition of a 
few drops of the acidum vitriolicum dilutum. | 

To afiift the effect of thefe remedies, a gentle 
emetic fhould be given occafionally, but more par- 
ticularly in thofe oe where the appetite, and di- 
eeftion are confiderably impaired. The moderate 
agitation of the abdominal vifcera afforded by thefe 
dnedictnes: will greatly tend to remove the ob- 
ftruction of the mefenteric glands. 

Abforbents have been employed by fome practi- 
fioners, it is faid, with confiderable fuccefs, and 


- 


may 
* &. Vin. Ferri outt. xx. ad Ix. Vel 
_ ex Cochi.ij. Decott. Cort.) py Fer riAmmoniacal, gr.iv.addj. 
_ Perav. bis in die fumend. Conferv. Rofz. q. s. M. 
Fel ft. Bolus, 
RB. Rubig. Ferri gr. vj. Paes 


Pulv. Rhabarb. gr. iv. sia’ : 
Sacch.Alb. Pulv. gr.viij.M.| + Zine. Calcinat, gr. iv. 


- Dy} = Pulv, Aromat. gr. xxiv. 
ft. Pulv. mane et vefpere fumend. \ Bacch, All. Ste MG 


Fel ft, Pulv, in Chartul. No. xij, . 


BR. Tind.FerriAmmoniaca].3j.| dividend. quarum capiat 
Capiat. Cochl. min. j.ex Ag. -unam hora decubitus et 


/ - frigid. cyath. bis in die. mane quotidie. 
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may therefore be combined wich the ¢ tonics ac ad- 
bes | 

r. John Veirac, furgeon at Redan: in his 
a on the Rickets, which obtained a premi- 
um from the Society of Arts and Sciences at 
Utrecht, afferts that the acidity of the milk, in the 
ftomachs of infants, is incorporated with the mafs of 
blood, and: infinuates itfelf into the very fubftance 
of the bones. We are informed by him, that the — 
blood in thefe cafes, after death, effervefces . with 
the fpirit of fal ammoniac. The cure he re- 
commends, correfponds with this theory, and éon-— 
fifts in the exhibition of alkaline medicines. | 

Citizen Bonhomme of Paris, in his Memoir on 
_the Nature and Treatment of Rachites *, advifes 
a fimilar mode of treatment. According to this 
gentleman, the nature of the diforder ses, on the 
one hand, from the developement of an acid, ap- 
-proaching in its properties to the vegetable acids, 
particularly the oxalic, and on the ones, from the 
‘defe&t of phofphoric acid, of which the combina-, 
tion with animal calcareous earth, forms the na- 
tural bafis of the bones, and gives them their foli- 
dity. From this opinion he infers, that the proper 
treatment of rachites muft turn on two principal 
points, viz. to. prevent the developement of the 
oxalic acid, and to re-eftablifh the combination of 
the phofphoric with the bafis of the bones. 
| Thefe 


-* See Dr. Duncan’s Annals of Medicine for 1797. 
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- Thefe intentions, he thinks, may often be accorm:= 
plithed by the internal ufe of phofphate of lime, ~ 
and phofphate of foda; and by the external ufe of 
alkaline lotions: In this Memoir, he relates feveral 
cafes,-in which thefe practices were apparently at- 
tended with the beft effeéts. A powder was formed 
of equal parts of phofphate of lime and phofphate 
of foda,; and taken by infants twice a day, to the 
extent of a fcruple for a dofe. The alkaline folu- 
tion was made; by diffolving half an ounce of com- 
mon pot afh or falt of tartar, in a pound of very 
pure {pring water. When this folution is to be 
ufed, the {kin muft firft be rubbed with a diy cloth; 
or a piece of fine flannel. After this precaution, 
the difeafed parts. are to be waflied carefully with - 
the warm folution, and at length wiped, fo as to 
leave no trace. of moifture. This wafh muft be 
repeated at leaft twice a day. 

We are further informed by Citizen Bonhomme; 
that he Has feen various inftances of children cured 
of their difpofition to rachites, merely by wafhing 
with the alkaline liquid, but he confiders the inter- 
nal remedies as poffefling fuperior efficacy. 

He contends, that the calcareous phofphate, taken 
ibternally, is really tranfmitted by the Eee 
paflages; and contributes to offification, and that 
the internal tife of the calcareous phofphate; whe- 
ther alone or combined with the phofphate of foda; 
powerful ly contributes to reftore the natural pro- 
portions in the fubftances of the bones, and: thereby 
accelerates the cure of rachites. In fupport of thefe 

opinions; 


~ 
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opinions, he relates various experiments made on 
young fowls, fome of which took a proportion of 
calcareous phofphate with their food. After an 
exact compariion;. there could (he tells us) be no 
doubt of the efficacy of calcareous phofphate, 10° 
favouring the progrels of offification. 


Of SCROPHULA. 


Scropuuta confifts in hard indolent tumors of the 
conglobate glands in various parts of the body ; but 
particularly in the neck; behind the ears, and under 
the chin, which after a time fuppurate and degene- 
rate into ulcers; from which, inftead of pus, a 
white curdled matter, fomewhat refembling the co- 
asulum of milk, is difcharged. 

The firft appearance of the difeafe 1s mott ufually 
between the third and feventh year of the child’s age; 
but it may arife at any period between thefe and the 
age of puberty ; after which; it feldom makes its firft 
attack. It moft commonly affeéts children of a lax 
habit, with fmooth fine fkins, fair hair, and rofy 
cheeks. It likewife is apt to attack fuch children as 
_fhew a difpofition to rachites, and marked by a pro- 
tuberant forehead, enlarged joints, and a tumid ab- 
domen. Like this difeafe, it feems to be peculiar 
to cold and variable climates, being “sheds met with 
in warm ones. ; 


SOR is by no means a contagious difeafe, 
but 
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but beyond all doubt is of an hereditary nature, and 
is often entailed by parents on their children. 
There are indeed fome practitioners, who wholly 
deny that this, or any other difeafe, can be acquired 
by an hereditary right; but that a peculiar ternpe- 
rament of body or prudifotion in the conftitution 
‘to. fome difeafes, may extend from both father and 
mother to their offspring, is, I think, very clearly 
proved ; for example, we very frequently meet with 
gout in young perfons of both fexes, who could 
never have brought it on by intemperance, fenfu-. 
ality, or improper diet, but muft have acquired the 
predifpofition to it in this way. 

Where there is any predifpofition in the conftitu- 
tion to fcrophula, and the perfon happens to contract 
a venereal taint; this frequently excites into aétion 
the caufes of the former, as a venereal bubo -not 
vunfrequently becomes fcrophulous, as foon as the 
virus is deftroyed by mercury. 

The late Dr. Cullen fuppofed crophula to depend 
upon a peculia ur conftitution of the lymphatic fyftem, 
The attacks of the difeafe feem much affected or 
influenced by the periods of the feafons. They be- 
gin ufually fometime in the winter and {pring, and 
often difappear, or are greatly amended in fummet 
and autumn.. The firft appearance of the diforder, 
is commonly in that of fmall oval, or fpherical tu- 
mors under the fkin, unattended by any pain or dif- 

colouration. Thefe appear, in general, upon the 
fides of the neck, below the ear, or under the chin; 
but in fome ies. the joints of the elbows. or ancles, 
or thofe of the fingers and toes, are the parts firft 
affected. 


- 
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affected. In thefe inftances, we do not, however, 
- find {mall mioveable fwellings; but on the contrary, 
a tumor almoft uniformly furrounding the joint, and 


interrupting its motion. 
After fome length of time, the tumors become 


Live: and more fixed) the fkin which covers them 
acquires a purple or livid colour, and being much 
inflamed, they at laft fuppurate and break into little 
holes, from which at firft, a matter fomefhat puri- 
- form oozes out; but this changes by degrees into 
a kind of vifcid ferous difcharge, much intermixed 
with {mall pieces of a white iuiatrape, refembling 
the curd of milk. 

_ The tumors fubfide gradually, whilft the ulcers 
at the fame time open more and fpread unequally 
in various directions. After a time, fome of the 
ulcers heal; but other tumors quickly form in dif- 
ferent parts of the body, and proceed on, in the fame’ 
flow manner as the former ones, to fuppuration. In 
this manner the difeafe goes on for fome years, and 
‘appearing at Jaft to have exhaufted itfelf, all the ul- 
cersheal up, without being fucceeded by any freth 
fwellings; but leaving behind them an ugly pucker- 
ing of the fkin, and a fcar of confiderable extent. 
tT ity is the moft mild form under which fcrophula 
ever appears. 

- In more virulent cafes, the eyes are particularly 
dhe feat of the difeafe, and are affected with ophthal- 
mia, giving rife to ulcerations in the tarfi, and inflam- 
mation of the tunica adnata, terminating not unfre-, 
quently in an opacity of the tranfparent cornea. 

In fimilar cafes, the joints become affected, they 
; Vou. II. I {well 
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{well and are incommoded by excruciating deep~ 
feated pain, which is much increafed upon the flight- 
eft motion. ‘The {welling and pain continuing to 
increafe, the mufcles of the limb become at length 
much wafted. Matter is foon afterwards formed, and 
this is difcharged at {mall openings made by the burft- 
ing of the {kih. Being however of a peculiar acri= 
monious nature, iterodesthe ligaments and cartilages, 
and produces a caries of the neighbouring bones. 
By an abforption of the matter into the fy{tem, hectic 
fever at laft arifes, and in the end, often proves fatal. 

When fcrophula is confined to the external furface, — 
it is by no means attended with danger, although on — 
leaving one part, it is apt to be renewed in others ; 
but when the ulcers are imbued with a fharp acrimo- 
ny, fpread, erode, and become deep without fhew- 
ing any difpofition to heal; when deep-feated collec 
‘tions of matter form amoneft the fmall bones of the 
hands and feet, or in the joints; or tubercles in the 
lungs, with hectic fever arife, the confequences will 
be fatal. 

On opening the bodies of perfons who have died 
_of this difeafe, many of the vifcera are ufually found 
in a difeafed flate, but more particularly the glands 
of the mefentery, which are not only much tumefied, | 
but often ulcerated. The lungs are frequently dif 
covered befet with a number of tubercles or cyfts, 


which contain matter of various kinds. Scrophulous — 


glands, on being examined by diffection, feel fome- 
what fofter to the touch, than 1n their natural ftate;_ 
and when laid open, they are ufually found to con- 
tain a foft curdy matter, mixed with pus. 

Scrophula 
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-Scrophula 1s a difeafe the cure of which is of ac- 
knowledged difficulty. The remedy which has been 
employed with the greateft fuccefs is fea-bathing, 
drinking at the fame time a {mall quantity of the wa- 
ter daily. Some pra¢titioners are unwilling, how- 
ever to allow it any fuperior efficacy over fimple cold 
bathing, and more particularly Dr. Cullen; but the 
majority feem to give it a decided preference. 

Mineral waters (efpecially thofe of a fulphureous 
and chalybeate nature) have been much recommend- 
ed inthis difeafe. Upon the fame principle of giv- 
ing tone to the fibre, and reftoring the general health, 
the Peruvian bark has been much ufed, together 
with different preparations of fteel and myrrh, va- 
rious forms of which have been inferted under the 
head of Dyfpepfia. ° The inhalation of oxygen gas, 
has lately been reported to have been attended with 
much efficacy * in a great variety of cafes. 

_ To add to the effects of thefe tonic remedies, the 

patient fhould make ufe of a light, nutritive, and ge- 
nerous diet, and he fhould breathe a pure dry air, em- 
ploy frictions, and take moderate exercife every day. 

The juice of the frefh leaves of the tuffilago or 
coltsfoot, has been faid to have been given with much 
advantage. Where it cannot.be procured in the 
frefh ftate, a {trong decoction of the dried leaves 
may be fubftituted. 

Alteratives, fuch as s the hydrargyrus cum ful- 

phure 


* See a Treatife on Scrophulous Difeafes, fhewing the good 
effects of fattitious airs; by C. Brown. 
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phure*, Plummer’s pill, and fmall dofes of calomel f, 
as likewife antimonials, with decoctions of guaiacum, 
farfaparill a, faafras, and mezereon, together with 

the Lifbon diet drink (which is a combination of all 


thefe) have hkewife been much employed, but ufu-. 


ally without any feeming advantage. 7 

Muriated barytes is faid to have been given in 
fome cafes of fcrophula with fuccefs. The proper 
dofe is, from three to ten or twelve drops twice a day, 
according to the age of the perfon. 

Medicines-of the narcotic tribe, but more een 
cularly hemlock, haye alfo been ufed for the cure 
of fcrophula,’ both in the flage of fwelling, as well 
as in that of ulceration. From my own experience 
of hemlock, ‘as well as the report made of it by 
others, it appears, when adminiftered internally T, to 
prove often ferviceable in difcuffing fwellings ‘of this 


nature ; and it lhkewife appears, in : ene es oful- 4 


ceration, to have afforded relief by. being employed 
externally either in the form of poultice, or fomen- 
tation, or both. ‘As an internal remedy in the ulce- 
rated ftage of fcrophulous tumors, it feems to be 


ineficacious. | ‘ 


Lime 


Ea! B. bebe cum S Sulpl aur. {+ RB. Calomel. 
gr. xv. | Sulph.Antimon.Precip.aa gfs. 
| Gi Ammon. 3}. 
ale, Antimon. er. iijM. Bals. Peruv. q.s. M. 
ft. M jafla 4 in pilulas xxx. diftri- 
buenda quarum capiat j. 
vel ij. omn. note. 


fi. Pulv. no¢te etmane fumendus. 


. Barred | ate 10ns Bu. 
—e— Cicute. 3j. M, 


ij—iij, bis vel ter de die. - 


Fiant Pilul, xx. quarum fumat, 7 


” 
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- Lime water and alkaliés, as the-fal. fode. are enu- 
merated amonett the remedies often ufed in this dif 
eafe, and adminiftered, no doubt, under the fuppo- 
fition of an acid acrimony prevailing in the fluids. 

_ Different neutral falts, fuch as the kali tartarifa- 
tum, kali vitriolatum, and polychreft falt, have alfo 
been employed. From their ufe, I muft acknow- 
ledge, J have in many inftances obtained a con- 
fiderable temporary relief. They may be given 
feparately, or be combined with other medicines, as 
ordered below *. : 
~ Burnt fponge is another remedy, which has been 
much adminiftered in fcrophula, and frequently 
- with advantage. It may be given either in the 
form of a bolus or draught +. A more active me- 
dicine, however, is the natron praparatum, which 
Is now employed in lieu of the former, of which, 
indeed, it is the bafis. “The dofe, in thefe cafes, is 

| : from 


v 


‘* Bl. Kal. Tartarifat. 3{—z}. t R. Spong. Ut. Si—s. 
mane fumend. quotidie. Puly. Rhabarb, gr. iij. 
Vel Mel. Optim.'q. s. M. 


| : ft. Bolus bis in die ff : 
BR. Sal. Polychreft. gr. xij—9j. Sadat pee: i umend a 
Puly. Rhabarb. gr. iv. M. 


ft, Pulv. bis in die famend. ise 
Kel _ &. Spong. UR. 5). 
KK. Decoét..Cinchon, 3). Confe&. Aromat. gr, x. 
Tine. Ejufd. 33). | Aq. Menth, Sativ. 3j. M. 


Kal. Vitriolat. erm. . fe -Haufus. 
Pulv. Rhab, gr. iij. M. ee 
ft, Hauitus mane et vefpere 

- fumend, 
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from ten or twenty grains to a drachm, twice or 
thrice a day *. 

Befides employing medicines internally to 
ftrengthen the fyftem, and correct the cachectic 
ftate of the fluids, we are often obliged ikewife to 
make ufe of external applications. 

~ Upon the firft appearance of any tumor, it will 
always be advifable to difcufs it, if poffible. The 
difcutients commonly employed are, different fatur- 
nine applications, the aqua ammonia acetata, a 
mixture of frefh bile with faponaceous liniment, 
plaifters of foap, ammoniac and mercury, fea water 
poultices, hemlock, mercurial ointment, and elec- 
tricity, as likewife blifters. “The quercus marinus 
or fea tang bruifed, and made into a poultice, is an 
application much recommended. Thefe may be tried 
jn rotation,and where one fails, another may probably 
fucceed. Where fea-bathing can be obtained, it~ 
will prove the moft efficacious of all remedies. 

Poultices, and other warm applications, have lit- 
tle effeét in bringing fcrophulous tumors forward ; 
and when long ufed, they weaken and relax the 
parts fo much, that the fores which enfue, are ren- 
dered of very difficult cure. Even the external ap- 
plication of hemlock. in the form of poultice, as a 
difcutient, fhould not be reforted to in the ftage of 


{welling, 
- 
* Bl. Natri. Praeparat. Buys <4 és ae 
; Pulv. Cinchone Zits. R. Decoét. Cinchon. 3vj. 
Mucilag.Gum.Arab.q.s.M. Tina. Card. C. 33). 


fi. Ele@uarium cujus fumat Natri. Preparat. gr. xv. M. 
quantitatem nuc, Mofchat. | ft. Hauftus bis vel ter de die 
ter in die. fumendus, 
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{welling, however it may afterwards be ufed in that © 
of ulceration. 

_ Where tumors are fituated upon any of the large 
joints, or in the cavities of the thorax or abdo- 
men, the matter fhould be difcharged by making 
an opening with a lancet or trocar, or by pafling a 
feton through them, which probably may be the 
moft preferable way ; but where they are fituated fo 
as thatno harm can arife from the matter remaining 
in them, they ought always to be fuffered to brealc 
of themfelves ; becaufe the fcrophulous matter islia- 
‘ble to be rendered more acrid by communication 
with the air, and the ulcers ufually prove more te- | 
-_dious and difficult of cure, when the tumors are 
opened, than when they are allowed to difcharge 
their contents fpontaneoufly. 

To correct the difcharge, promote a proper fup- 
puration, and difpofe the ulcers to heal, it is ufual 
to employ gentle efcharotics, fuch as the hydrarg, 
precipit, rubr. verdegris,and burnt alum, which may 
either be fprinkled over them, or be applied to 
them mixed up with fome mild ointment, as the 
unguentum cere. | 

The application of linen cloths dipt in cold water, 

_fea water, or lime water, and\renewed as frequently as 
_ they become dry throughout the courfe of the day, 
with that of fome mild plaifter or ointment: fpread 
upon fine lint by night, isa mode of treatment much 
recommended in fcrophulous ulcers. 
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Of the VENEREAL DISEASE, 
or 


SYPHILIS. 


Tue part of the world where this difeafe firft ori- 
einated, has been much difputed, fome looking upon 
it as of French extraction, and others fuppofing it 
_ to have been brought from America by the foldiers 
of Chriftopher Columbus. Be this as it may, it 1s 
certain ; that it was firft obferved at the fiege of Na- 
ples in the year 1493, and that from ‘thence, it 
fpread very rapidly throughout France, Spain, Ger- 
many, and other kingdoms. 


The fyphilitic poifon is peculiar to the human . 


fpecies, and produces no effect whatever on any of 
the brute creation, as has inconteftibly been proved 
by repeated experiments, from whence we might 
infer, that it was intended not only as a check againtt 
any deviation from the rules of connubial chaftity, 
but likewife as an incentive (if I may be allowed 
the expreffion) to the gay and young, to form at 
an early period of life, a fatisfactory and honoura~ 
ble alliance, by which they may be enabled to gra- 

tify the paffions implanted in them by nature, with- 


out the rifk of difeafe, but with the happy effect of 


propagating the fpecies. 
This poifon cannot, as happens in other eruptive 
complaints, fuch as the {mall pox, moeafles, &c. be 
9 conveyed 


| 


. ‘ 
ee ee ee 


ae ween 


Crass II]. Of Cacuzctic Diszaszs. 124 


conveyed in the form of vapour, or, in other words, 
by breathing air which is contaminated by a perfon 
labouring under it. To give rife to fyphilis, it is 
— neceflary that the matter or poifon fhould be applied 
“to fome part, which is foft or covered with a mu- 
cous membrane, or elfe to fome place, where 
there exifts either an excoriation, ulcer, or wound. 

It has been doubted whether it is poffible for the 
difeafe to be communicated from the mother to the 
infant in utero. However rare fuch an occurrence 
may be, ftill it is very poffible, and many well au- 
thenticated cafes are on record to fubftantiate the 
affertion. — 3 

Venereal matter is always fure to occafion a con- 
verfion of the mucus of the part, or of the fluids of 
the wound, or ulcer to which it has been applied, 

into matter fimilar to itfelf; and when a fufficient 
quantity has been produced, it excites an inflam- 
mation in the mucous membrane or glands, or in 

_ the wound or ulcer, and is then abforbed into the 
fyftem, and but very feldom before. Inftances have 
however occurred in praétice, where abforption has 
taken place without any apparent effect of this kind 
being produced : ‘they are however very rare... 

The infection is almoft always fure to fhew itfelf 
firftin that part to which the matter is applied; and 
as fyphilis moft generally arifes in confequence of an 
intercourfe between the fexes, fo the fymptoms ufu-, 
ally fhew themfelves firft in, or about the organs of 
generation, Where a child at the breaft communi- 
cates the contagion to its nurfe, hes nipples and 
breatts will be the parts firft affected; and on the. 
contrary, where it is the nurfe that infects the in- | 

fant, 
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fant, then its Hps and other parts of its mouth, will 
fhew the firft fymptoms of the difeafe. In like 
manner, if the infection is conveyed to an accou- 
cheur, in confequence of having a flight fcratch on 
any of the fingers of the hand, with which he offici- 
_ates, the wounded part will fhew the firft ap- 
pearances of the difeafe, by becoming inflamed, 
foon after which the glands in the axilla of the fame 
fide will fwell, be painful, and indurated. 

Venereal matter, by being applied to the body, 
produces in the courfe of time either a local 
or a conftitutional affection. By the former is 
meant, an affection confined folely to thofe parts to 
which the poifon was firft applied; and by the latter 
is to be underftood, a general taint of the whole 
fyftem and mafs of fluids. Syphilis is therefore 
generally fure to fhew itfelf in both fexes, either as 
a local affeCtion under the form of a gonorrhcea or 
chancre, or elfe as a conftitutional one, under that 
of a confirmed lues venerea, 

- Betwixt alocal anda conftitutional affection, there 
are however certain appearances, which are apt to 
take place in the abforbent vefiels and glands near- 
eft in fituation, to the parts affected with ulceration, 
and produced no doubt, by the pafiage of the ve- 
nereal matter through them. When the former be- 
‘come affected, a hard red inflamed line, fomewhat 
fimilar to a cord, may be felt running all along the” ~ 
back of the penis, and when the latter are affected, 
which more ufually happens, an induration, fwelling, — ; 
and inflammation of the glands themfelves, will 
take place, and a bubo will be the confequence ; 
and as in moft inftances, the matter is applied firft 

it to 
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to the parts of generation, in confequence of an in- 
tercourfe between the fexes, fo of courfe, the glands 
of the groins are moft ufually the feat of this fymp- 
tom. 

‘By a gonorrhcea virulenta, or clap, is to be under- 
ftood a fecretionand difcharge of matter fromthe ure- 
thra, mucous membrane, and glands of the private 
parts, in confequence of an application of venereal 
matter to them. Bya chancre, is meant a venereal 
ulcer, the nature of which is to be much inflamed, 
to be very painful and fore, to be unequal at 
the bottom, to have prominent edges of an afh 
colour, and to fhew no kind of difpofition what- 
ever to heal when left to itfelf, but on the contrary. 
to {fpread very much; and by a lues venerea, is 
implied an affection of the whole habit and mafs of 
fluids, in confequence of an abforption of the poi- 
fon into the conftitution, which produces certain 
effects on various parts of the body, whilft diffued 
in the circulation. | 

Although a gonorrhoea and a chancre are tiott of 
them local affections on their firft appearance, ftill 
there is this material difference between them, that 
as in the firft, there is a formation of matter: with- 
out any breach in the folids, and in the latter there 
is always a breach, fo the firft may go on for fome 
time without degénerating into an affection of the 
whole fyftem, and may at laft effect its own cure; 
whereas the latter is never attended with this happy 
effect ; but on the contrary, affords great reafon to 
fear, that in thofe cafes where the virus is not cor- 
rected by a timely ufe of pipes antidotes, an ab- 

forption 
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forption of the matter will take place, and in due 
time, give rife to a confirmed lues. 

In mentioning this diftinétion between a clap and 
a chancre, I by no means wifh, however, to be un- 
derftood to. mean, that the former never terminates 
in, or occafions a taint of the whole fyftem. In 
fome cafes, where a gonorrhcea has been of long 
fanding, it has been attended with this effe&, owing 
moft probably to the formation of fome little ulcer in 
the urethra; not but that I conceive it poffible for 
abforption to take place without ulceration. The 
application of venereal matter for any confiderable 
length of time, toa part that is of a foft and {pungy 
ature, like the glans penis, may, in fome inftances, 
I apprehend, be productive of a conftitutional taint, 
without the exiftence of any previous ulceration. 

It has been difputed whether or not the matter fe- 
creted in a clap, is of a fimilar nature with that fe- 
creted from a chafcre, and whether or not it is ; 
poflible, for a perfon- labouring under the one or the * | 
other, to communicate to a healthy fubject, a differ- 
ent fpecies of the diforder from that with which he 
is infected. ‘That a gonorrhoea, chancre, and con- 
firmed lues, all arofe from the fame original infec- 
tion, may I think readily.be admitted; and that the | 
matter produced both in gonorrhoea and chancre are | 
of the fame nature, cannot, I prefume, admit of the 
leaft deubt, as daily obfervation muit convince thofe — 
who are frequently confulted in venereal cafes, and — 
who have given themfelves the trouble to invefti- J 
gate the nature of the complaint, which the perfon © 
‘laboured under, who propagated.the infetion, that © 

| . them 
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the matter from a gonorrhoea may and often does 
give rife either to a clap, chancre, or confirmed 
lues, and that the matter fecreted from a chancre, 
will do the fame. The event depends, moft af- 
furedly, on the ftate of the parts, and the confticu- 
‘tion of the patient, together with other accidental 
circumftances at the time the poifon is applied, and 
not on any difference in the nature of the matter 
fecreted in the one, or the other affection. 

When a perfon labouring under the venereal dif- 


eafe, forms a connexion with another who is free | 


from it, and who happens to have any little exco- 
: riation, ulcer, or wound, about the parts of cenera- 
tion, it is probable, that ifthe poifon is bined 
to the healthy fubject, it will be moft likely to thew 
itfelf under the form of a conftitutional affection ; 
as in this cafe, the matter is applied fo as readily 
to be abforbed into the fyftem, in a manner fimilar 
to what happens in the {mali pox; whereas if it is 
applied to a part that is fpungy, or to a furface co- 
vered with a mucous membrane, and where nei- 
ther excoriation, ulcer, or any wound exift, then 
the moft probable confequence will I be, either a go- 
‘norrheea or chanere. : 

_ In offering this as my opinion, I by no means 
with to be nnderitood that I mean to affert, this will 
invariably be the cafe. Much (as has already been 
obferved) will depend on the ftate and irritability of 

the parts at the time the poifon is applied, as alfo on 
the habit of the perfon, and other accidental cir- 
| cumftances, 7 


Another 
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Another remark which may be added on the na- 
ture of the venereal poifon is, that there feems to 
prevail in fome conftitutions, a greater fufceptibility 
to be infected by it, than in others, as two men 
having been. connected with a difeafed woman, 
within a very fhort fpace of time, one of thern fhall 
contract infection from her, and the other fhall 
efcape with impunity. 


Cg 


\ 


Of Gonorraa@a VIRULENTA. 


No certain rule can be laid down with regard 
to the time, that a clap will take before it makes 
its appearance, after infection has been conveyed. 
With fome perfons, it will fhew itfelf in the courfe 
of three or four days; whilft with others, there will 
not be the leaft appearance of it before the expira- 
tion of fome weeks. It moft ufually is perceptible, 
however, in the fpace of, from fix to fourteen days, 
and, in a male, begins with an uneafinefs about the 
parts of generation, fuch as an itching in the glans 
penis, and a forenefs and tingling fenfation along 
the whole courfe of the urethra; foon after which, 
the perfon perceives an appearance of whitifh mat-! 
ter atits orifice, and alfo fome degree of pungency 
upon making water. 

ie theceourdle OF a few dye ‘the difcharge of 


. 


3 


matter will increafe confiderably ; will aflume moft 4 


probably a greenifh or yellowifh hue, and will be- 
come thinner, and lofe its adhefivenefs ; the parts 
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will alfo be occupied with fome degree of rednefs 
and inflammation, in confequence of which, the 
glans will put on the appearance of a ripe cherry, 
the ftream of urine will be fmaller than ufual, ow- 
ing to the canal being made narrower by the in- 
flamed ftate of its internal membrane, and a confi- 
derable degree of pain, and fcalding heat will be 
“experienced on every attempt to make water. 

Where the inflammation: prevails in a very high 
degree, it prevents the extenfion of the urethra on 
the taking place of any erection, fo that the penis 
is at that time, curved downwards with great pain, 
which is much increafed, if attempted to be raifed 
towards the beily, and the f{timulus occafions it of- 
ten to be ereéted, particularly when the patient is 
warm in bed, and fo deprives him of fleep, predu- 
cing in fore cafes, an involuntary emiffion of fe- 
men. 

In confequence of the inflammation, it fome- 
times happens, that at the time of making water, 
owing to the rupture of fome {mall blood vefifel, a 
ficht hemorrhage enfves, and a {mall quantity of 
blood is voided. In confequence of inflammation, 
the prepuce likewife becomes eften fo fwelled at 
the end, that it cannot be drawn back ; which fymp- 
tom 1s called a phymofis, or that being drawn be- 
hind the glans, it cannot be returned, which 
known by the name of a paraphymofis. Now and 
then, from the fame caufe, little hard {wellings arife 
on the lower furface of the penis, along the courfe of 
the urethra, and thele Beriaps fuppurate, and form 
into fiftulous fores. 


The 
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The adjacent parts fympathizing with thofe al- 
ready affected, the bladder becomes irritable, and in- 
capable of retaining the urine for any length of 
time, which gives the patient a frequent inclina- 
tion to make water, and he feels an uneafinefs about 
the icrotum, perinzeum, and fundament. More- 
over, the glands of the groins erow indurated and 
enlarged, or perhaps the tefticle becomes fwelled 
and inflamed, in confequence’ of which, he experi- 
ences excruciating pains, extending from the feat of 
the complaint up into the fmall of the back, he 
gets hot and reftlefs, anda {mail fymptomatic fe- 
ver. arifes. 

Where the parts are not occupied by much i in= 
flammation,- few or none of the ‘aft- hentia 
fymptoms will arife, and only a difcharge, with a 
flight heat or fealding in making water, will pre- 
vail. 

If a gonorrhcea is neither irritated by any irregu- 
larity of the patient, nor prolonged by the want of 
timely and proper affiftance, then in the courfe of 
about a fortnight or three weeks, the ee ae 
from-having been thin and difcoloured at firft, 
wilt Bitene thick, white, and of a. ropy So 
ence, and-from having gradually began to diminifh 
in quantity, will at Taft. ceafe entirely, together 
with every inflammatory fymptom whatever ; 
whereas on the contrary, if the patient has led a life 
of intemperance and fenfuality, has partaken freely 
of the bottle and high feafoned meats, and has. at 
_ the fame tme’ neglected to purfud the neceffary 
| means, it may ret continue for many weeks or . 
\ months, 
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months, and on going off, may leave a weaknefs or 
sleet behind it, befides being accompanied with the 
rifk of giving rife, at fome diftant period, to a con- 
flitutional affection, efpecially if there has been a 
negle&t of proper cleanlinefs; for where venereal 
matter has been fuffered to lodge between the pre- 
puce and glans of the penis, fii any time, fo as to 
have occafioned either excoriation or ulceration, 
there will always be danger of i its having been ab- 
forbed. 

Another rifk arifing from the long continuance 
of a gonorrhea, efpecially if it has been attended 
with infammatory fymptoms, or has been of. fre- 
quent recurrence, is the taking place of one or more 
ftrictures in the urethra. Thefe are fure to occa- 
fion a confiderable degree of difficulty, as well as 
pain in making.water, ‘and inftead of its being dif- 
charged in a free and uninterrupted ftream, it {plits 
into two, or perhaps is voided drop by drop. Such 
affections become, from negle&t, of a moft ferious 
and dangerous nature, as they not unfrequently 
block up the urethra, fo as to induce a total fup- 
*preffion of urine. 

Where a gonorrhoea has been of long ftanding, 

warty excreffences are likewife apt to arife about 
the parts of generation, owing to the matter falling: 
and lodging thereon, and they not unfrequently 
prove both numerous and troublefome. 

Having noticed every fymptom which ufually 
attends on gonorrhcea in the male fex, it will only 
be neceffary to obferve, that the fame heat and 
eyo. il. K forenefs - 
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forenefs in making water, and the fame difcharge of 
difcoloured mucous matter, together with a flight 
pain in walking, and an uneafinefs in fitting, take 
place in females as in the former; but as thé parts 
in women, which are moft apt to be affeéted by the 


venereal poifon, are lefs complex in their nature, and © 


fewer in number than in men, fo of courfe, the for- 
mer are not liable to many of the fymptoms which 
the latter are; and from the urinary canal being much 
. fhorter, and of a more fimple form in them, than in 


men, they are feldom, if ever, incommoded by the | 


taking place of ftrictures. 

With women, it indeed often happens, that all the 
fymptoms of a gonorrhoea are fo very flight, they 
experience no other inconvenience than the dif- 
charge, except perhaps immediately after menftru- 
ation, at which period, it is no uncommon occur- 
rence for them to perceive fome degree of agera- 
vation in the fymptoms. | a 

Women of a relaxed habit, and-fuch as have had 
frequent mifcarriages, are apt to be afflicted with a 
difeafe known by the name of fluor albus, which 
it is often difficult to diftinguifh from gonorrhoea 


virulenta, as the matter difcharged in both, isin ~ 


many cafes, of the fame colour and confiftence. The 


fureft way of forming a juft conclufion, in inftances. 


of this nature, will be to draw it from an accurate — 


inveftioation, both of the fymptoms which are pre- 
fent, and thofe which have preceded the difcharge ; 


as likewife from the concurring circumftances,-fuch . 


as the character and mode of life of the perfon, and 
. | the 


ae 
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the probability there may be of her having had ve- 
~ nereal infection conveyed to her by any connection 
in which the may be engaged. 

Not long ago, it was generally fappofed that 
- gonorrhoea depended always upon ulcers in the 
urethra, producing a difcharge of purulent matter; 
and fuch ulcers do indeed occur, in confequence of 
a high deeree of inflammation and fuppuration; - 
but many diffeCtions of perfons who had died whilft 
labouring under a gonorrhoea, have clearly fhewn 
that the difeafe may, and often does exift, without 
any ulceration in the urethra, fo that the difcharge 
which appears, is ufually that of a vitiated mucus, 
thrown out from the mucous follicles of the urethra. 
- On opening this canal, in recent cafes, it ufually 
appears red and inflamed, its mucous glands are 
fomewhat enlarged, and its cavity 1s filled with mat- 
ter to within a {mall diftance from its extremity. 
Where the difeafe has been of long continuance, its 
furface all along, even to the bladder, is generally 
found pale and relaxed, without any erofion. 

In the cure of a gonorrhea, we are to be dire&ted 
by the fymptoms which are prefent, and by the ftate 
of the difeafe at the time that advice is applied-for. 
If at the commencement of the difeafe, the patient 
fhould experience much pain, heat, and difficulty in 
making water, together with other inflammatory 
fymptoms, and he is at the fame time of a full ple- 
thoric habit, it may be advifable to have recourfe to 
antiphlogiftic means, fuch as bleeding, keeping the 
body open with gentle purgatives, allaying irritation 
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by means. of fedative injections *, drinking cos 
pioufly of mucilaginous diluting liquors, fuch as 
barley water, linfeed tea, or folutions of gum ara- 
bic in milk; making ufe of a very fpare regimen ; 
abftaining from all kinds of fermented and fpi- 
rituous liquors, and avoiding exercife; but if an 
inflammatory diathefis does not exift, nor any great 
degree of ardor urine prevail, it then will be unne- 
ceffary to have recourfe either to general bleeding 
from the fyftem, or to purging. 

In avoiding purging when not neceffary, we are, 
however, to take care not to run into the oppofite 
extreme, by fuffering coftivenefs to prevail, as the 
lodgement of indurated foeces, as well as the voiding 
of them, might prove a ftimulus to the urethra. In 

every ftage of gonorrhoea, it therefore will be advi- 
fable to keep the body perfeétly open, by a regular 
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ufe of fome mild laxative *, that is by no means of 
an irritating or draftic nature. 

Among the fymptoms attendant on gonorrheea, 
it has been mentioned, that phymofis and paraphy- 
mofis are fometimes prefent. In fuch cafes, it will 
be neceffary to nave recourfe to emollient fomen- 
tations, together with the application of poultices 
compofed of linfeed meal, or crumb of bread, mix- 
ed up with a ftrong folution of the ceruffa acetata, or 
a fufficient quantity of the aqua lithargyri acetati 
compofita with common water, which are to be laid 
on cold; and the patient is at the fame time to keep 
as much as poffible in a recumbent pofition; or if 
obliged to walk about, he fhould fupport the penis 
up to the belly, by means of a proper bandage. 
Where a high degree of inflammation accompanies 
either of thefe affections, it will be advifable, previ- 
ous to adopting the foregoing means, to make ufe 
of topical bleeding, by applying two or more 
_Jeeches to the part. Where the inflammation runs 
high, and aconfiderable degree of ftri€ture attends, 
che divifion of the prepuce may i pate be ne- 

ceflary.. 
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In phymofis, befides purfuing this plan, it will 
be right to injeét every now and then, a little warm 
milk ‘aid water between the prepuce and glans _ pe- 
nis, for the purpofe of wafhing off any matter that 
may have lodged there, and which, if fuffered to re- 
main for any length of time, might produce ulce- 
ration, and of courfe endanger a conftitutional af- 
fection by its abforption. 

Where a chordeé attends, rubbing the parts with 
a ftrong folution of opium, or the tinétura opii, and 
keeping linen pledgets, dipt in the fame, conftantly 
applied (taking care to renew them however as often 
as they become warm) will greatly tend to remove 
both the pain, and the {pafmodic contraction. The 
moft certain method of preventing this unpleafant 
fymptem, is to give the patient an opiate draught at 
bed-time, confifting of at leaft fifty or fixty drops of 
Jaudanum, in one ounce of camphorated mixture. 
~ In confequence of the inhammation running high, 
and extending a confiderable way up the urethra, a 
tumor fometimes forms in the perineum. In this 
cafe, we fhould endeavour to difperfe it.by means 
both of general and topical bleedings, but more par- 
ticularly the latter; by the application of faturnine 
poultices, fuch as before mentioned ; by frequently 
adminiftering laxative medicines, and by making 
ufe of a very fpare regimen. Rubbing sarourial 
ointment on the part, has been advifed in cafes 
of this nature; but it is feldom attended with a 
good effect. 

Where the inflammation fhews no difpofition to 
remit from adopting thefe ee but on the con- 
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trary feems to proceed with hafte to a fuppuration, 
the evacuation of the matter fhould be promoted, to 
prevent its opening into the urethra. f 

Sometimes the bladder becomes affected in con- 
fequence of the inflammation extending to ir, in 
which cafe, the patient is troubled with a frequent 
inclination to make water, without the ability of 
voiding it, together with pain in the organ itfelf, and 
- a confiderable degree of tenfion over the os. pubis. 
To remove this affection, it will be neceffary to have 
recourfe to general bleedings, copious dilution, and 
emollient fomentations and glyfters, &c. as advifed 
under the head of Ifchuria. 

The proftate gland, as well as the bladder, is fome- 
times affected alfo in confequence of gonorrhoea, and 
an inflammation arifes in it, which is known by a 
pain and heat in the perinzeum extending into the 
rectum, but more certainly, by the introduction of 
the fingerin ano. To obviate this, we fhould make 
ufe of topical bleedings, by the application of feve- 
ral leeches to the perinzum, together with emollient 
fomentations and poultices, and we fhould keep the 
patient’s body open with laxative glyfters. Where 
there is great pain and irritation, we may employ ano- 
dynes, both by the mouth, and by adding them to 
the glyfters. 3 

If thefe means prove ineffeCtual, and an enlarg- 
ment or fcirrhus of the gland enfues, the difeafe is 
to be regarded as incurable. As palliatives, mer- 
cury, cicuta joined with the Peruvian bark, meze- 
reon, fea water, &c. have, however, been much 
uled. 1m 
| K 4 Ie 
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It feldom happens that a hemorrhage of any con- 
fequence takes place, but when there does, it is to 
be lupprefied by injecting fedatives and aftringents 
into the urethra, fuch as a folution of ceruffa ace- 
tata, or zincum vitriolatum, in rofe-water ; by the 
application of pledgets, dipt in the fame, externally, 
and by keeping the body at reft. Where thefe 
means prove infufficient to ftop the hemorrhage, 
we muft apply a fuficient preffure. 

Practitioners who aim at Popian by endea- 
vouring to make hafty cures of gonorrhoea, are 
much in the habit of employing aftringent injec- 
tions on its firft appearance. A frequent confe- 
quence, however, of this mode of praétice is, that 
although the difcharge is perhaps fpeedily fupprefied, 
the Oo is foon afterwards attacked with an inflam- 


- mation and {welling in one, or both of the tefticles. 


Such confequences being obferved too frequently 
to arife from this treatment, it feems proper to ob- 
ferve, that previous to a ufe of aftringent injections, 
we fhould take care to remove every inflammatory 
fymptom whatever, by a ftrict purfuance of the anti- 


‘phlogiftic plan; and that in employing them after 


we have effected this, we ought to make them only 
of a moderate degree of aftringency at firft. 

During the inflammatory ftage, it will be moft 
proper to employ thofe of a fedative nature, as before 
~advifed; but on its going off, any of the aftringent 
ones * here recommended may be fubftituted. 3 
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Some furgeons are much in the habit of employ- 
ing injections of a mercurial nature; but in recent 
cafes, and during the inflammatory ftage of gonor- 
rhoea, they are equally as improper, as thofe of the 
aftringent kind. When the inflammation has fome- 
what abated, and the difcharge ftill continues in a 
virulent form, as likewife in thofe cafes, where there 
is reafon to.fufpect that there are ulcerations in the 
urethra, mercurial injections * willbe likely to be 
attended with a very good effect. 

Under the idea, that gonorrhcea is wholly a local 
complaint, in which there is no danger of an abforp- 
tion of the matter taking place, fo as to occafion ataint 
of the whole habit; and that it is a difeafe which will 
be fure to wear itfelf out, and at laft affect its own 
cure, many practitioners have been induced to neg- 
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lect the giving any medicine, with the view of coun- 
feracting or deftroying the venereal virus. The im- 
propriety of proceeding thus, and the many injuri- 
ous confequences which frequently refult from. it, 
mutt be too apparent to require my dwelling on them. 
Experience mult have convinced the prudent fur- 
geon, that in order to guard againft any difagreeable 
confequence, and infure a perfe& cure, it will be ad- 
vifable, in moft cafes of gonorrhoea, to make ufe of 
a proper quantity of mercury, or fome other an- 
tidote, fuch as the nitric acid. 

In making this obfervation, I by no means with 
to infer, however, that a clap can in no inftance ef- 
fe&tually be removed without mercury. In thofe 
cafes, where the difeafe is recent and perfectly mild, 


and where neither excoriation or ulceration have 


taken place, it probably may continue a local affec- 
tion, and at laft effect its own cure; but as we can- 
not difcriminate thofe cafes, in which the matter will 
not be abforbed into the fyftem, from thofe in which | 
it will, it appears to be the fafeft and moft advi- 
fable plan to have recourfe to mercury in moft ca- 
fes of gonorrhaea, as by fo doing, we fhall thereby 
be enfured againft all unpleafant confequences, which 


whenever they enfue from neglecting to do fo, will 


be fure to hurt the praCtitioner in the efteem of his 
patient. 

As foon, therefore, as we can procure an abatement | 
of the inflammatory fymptoms, we may begin with 
a ufe of mercury, as well as of aftringent injeCtions, 
regulating the dofe according to the effect it Produ- 
ces. If we give the pilulz ex hydrargyro, in pre- 

ference 
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ference to any other preparation of this medicine, 
we may begin with one confifting of about five grains 
every nibhe, which is to be colina until ohne a 
-coppery tafte i is perceived in the mouth, or the gums 
become flightly affetted. On the taking place of 
either of theie, the pill is then to be taken only every 
fecond or third night, which will be fufficient to fa- 
turate the fyflem, and effectually deftroy the ve- 
nereal virus. 
If the pilula ex hydrargyro occafions a purging, 
we may fubfticute one compoled of a combination af 
calomel and opium *, or of the hydrargyr. calcina- 
tus t, as advifed here, or directed in the trearmens 
of confirmed lues. If thefe likewife purge, we muft 
then have recourfe to mercurial ointment, half a 
drachm of the ftrongeft kind of which fhould be 
rubbed into the hams and groins every night, till 
the mouth becomes affected in either of the ways 
before mentioned. Whatever preparation of mer- 
cury we may employ, it ought by all means to be 
continued for fome fhort time after the difappear- . 
ance of every fymptom, during the whole of which 
period, the patient is cautioufly to avoid any expo- 
fure to cold. 
Upon the plan of diminifhing the irritability of the 
fyftem, as well as of the i particularly affected, 
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opium has been much ufed in gonorrhoea, not only 
by injecting a watery folution of it frequently up the 
urethra, throughout the courfe of the day, but like- 
wife by giving. it by the mouth every night towards 
bed-time. This practice is certainly attended with 
very good effects, and ought therefore to be adopted 
more yas than what itis. 

In confequence of a fympathy of the parts affected, 
or the having imprudently ufed any fevere exercife, 
or had too early recourfe to ftrong aftringent in- 
jections, it fometimes happens, that inflammation 
and {welling attack one of the tefticles, fhewing 
themfelves at firft, by a fimilar affection of the fpers 
matic veffels and epididymis. 

In thefe cafes, we muft rigidly purfue an antiphlo- 
giftic mode of treatment, by bleeding from the fy 
tem, where an inflammatory diathefis feems to pre- 
vail, and by topical bleeding by means of leeches 
where it does not; befides which, we fhould give the 
patient a brifk purge * every thirdor fourth day, and 
confine him to a very fpare regimen, and toa re- 
cumbent pofture. 

To abate the {welling and inflammation, the parts 
may be bathed feveral times a day with any of the 
difcutient embrocations ¢ here advifed, and after- 
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wards be covered with fmall pledgets dipt in the fame, 
which are to be renewed as often as they become 
dry or warm. By night, a poultice of linfeed or rye 
meal, moiftened with a folution of the ceruffa 
acetata, may be kept to the part; but it is alfo tobe | 
applied cold; and in order that the tefticles may not 
at any time hang by their own weight, the fcrotum 
fhould be fupported by a fufpenfory bandage. 

During the continuance of the inflammation and 
fwelling, it will be advifable to omit the ufe of 
mercury, and to employ in its ftead, cooling medi- 
cines, fuch as nitre* ; and in order to allay irrita- 
tion, we fhould give an opiate every night at bed- 

. me. 

Almof every cafe of inflamed tefticle will termi- 
nate favourably, by paying proper attention to this 
plan; but when, either from improper treatment, or 
any untoward circumftance, a fuppuration has en- 
fued, the matter muft be difcharged by making an 
opening into the moft desendenie part of the abcefs, 
and the remainder of the treatment. muft be 
the fame, as in collections of pus, in other parts of | 
the body. 

Emetics have been much ailaninitlesed in infam- 
mations of the tefticle, but they feem to afford moft 
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relief in thofe cafes where the fwelling is unaccom- 
panied by any hardnefs. The Vitriol. Cupri may 
be employed as advifed under the head of Phthifis, 
when we judge vomiting to be proper. 

Where a hardnefs remains after the inflammation 
and {welling have fubfided, the application of ci- 
‘cuta poultices, and its ufe internally joined with the 
Peruvian bark, together with the application of 
mercurial unction every night, will be the moft 
likely remedies to remove it. 

The matter. difcharged in gonorrhoea, being in 
fome inftances of an acrid and virulent nature, is 
apt, by lodging between the prepuce and glans pe- 
nis in men, and on the labie pudendi in women, 
to occafion an excoriation and ulceration in thefe 
parts. To prevent fuch confequences, it will be 
right to pay ftrict attention to cleanlinefs, by wafh- 
ing them at leaft twice a day. When they 
take place, we muft employ lotions * of cerufia 
acetat. or the aqua lithargyri acetati, fufficiently di- 
luted with water, fufpending the penis at the fame 
time to the abdomen, by means of «a proper ban- 
dage. | | 
Warty excreflences are very apt to appear 
about the external organs of generation in both 
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fexes, as a confequence of gonorrhoea and chancres. 
They are of various fizes, appearance, and con- 
fiftence, adhering fometimes by a narrow bafe and 
fometimes by a broad one. Wherever a ligature 
cannot be applied round them, from the broadnets 
of their bafe, or their being very numerous, they 
may either be touched with cauftic, or be deftroyed 
by the frequent application of other ftimulants, fuch 
as a folution of corrofive fublimate, {al ammoniac, 
' or favine powder mixed with an equal proportion 
of calomel. : 

’ In confequence of inflammation, certain parts of 
the urethra are apt to become contracted, and to 
occafion ftrictures, which caufe the urine, inftead of 
flowing in a free and direct ftream, to {plit inte two, 
or to be voided drop by drop. The moft ufual 
way to remove thefe is, by a regular and long-con- 
tinued ufe of a bougie, and were all fuch as are af- 
flicted with thefé complaints, not to neglect this re- 
medy, we fhould feldom, if ever, meet ‘with thofe 
dreadful cafes of fupprefied urine, which occur in 
practice. . 

In making ufe of bougies, it will however be ne 
ceflary to attend to the following rules: . 

ift. To begin with one of a moderate fize, and 
fo to increafe it very gradually: 

adly. To employ no force in introducing it; but 
where we meet with great refiftence, to be content / 
with merely fuffering its point to prefs againft the 
{tricture, for a fhort time each day, with the hope that 
by a perfeverance in this plan, a dilatation of the 
contracted pare may at laft be affected: 


3dly. 
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adly. To wear it at firft, only for about -half an 
hour, eradually increafing the time, as the parts can 
bear it without irritation: 

athly. Never to pafs it into the bladder, except 
at firft to afcertain the extent of the difeafe, but 
merely to carry its point fomé {mall diftance beyond 
the ftri€ture or ftrictures : 

sthly. To guard again its flipping 3 into the blad- 
der, by bending its cade and tying it with a cotton 
thread faftened tothe penis: — 

6thly. To avoid all excercife during its introduc- 
tion: and 

sthly. To continue its ufe for a confiderable length 
of time after the difappearance of the ftri€ture, and 
again to have recourfe to it, on the leaft return of 
obftruction. 

In thofe_cafes, where a bougie even of the fimall- 
eft fize cannot be paffed, as likewife in thofe which 
are of fuch Jong ftanding, as to preclude the hope of 
a perfect recovery from its ufe, ithas been propofed 
to make ufe of cauflic. This was firft advifed by 
the late Mr. John Hunter, and fince his time has 
been much urged by Mr. Everard Home. It ap- 
pears from the report of this gentleman, that. Mr. 
‘Hunter, fully fenfible of the many inconveniences 
which attended the application of cauftic to ftriGtures 
in the urethra, by means of a canula, as firft practifed, 
had for fome years previous to his death, adopted a _ 
more improved mode of applying it, and that he 
himfelf has continued to make ufe of-it ever fince, 
without having ever found it, to be attended with 
difadvantage. 

This. 
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This improved mode of applying-the cauftic is 
thus managed: take a bougie, of a fize that can 
readily be paffed down to the ftricture, and infert a 
{mall piece of lunar cauftic into the end of it, jetting 
the cauitic be even with the furface, but. furrounded 
every where laterally by the fubftance of the bougie. 
This fhould be done fome: little time before it is 
required to be ufed; for the materials of which the 
bougie is compoted, become warm and foft by 
bane handled, in inferting the cauftic ; and there- 
fore Ae hold the bougie has of the cauttic, is ren= 
dered more fecure, ice it has been allowed to cool 
and harden. This bougie, fo prepared, is to be 
oiled and’made ready forufe ; but previous to paf- 
fing it, a common bougie of the fame fize is to be 
introduced down to the ftricture, to clear the canal, 
and to meafure exactly the diftance of the ftriture 
from the external orifice; this diftance being 
marked upon the armed bougie, it is to be pafled 
down to the ftri€ture, immediately upon withdraw- 
ing the other. .When it is found in contact with 
the obftruction, it is to be fteadily retained there, 
with a moderate degree of preflure at firft, and lefs 
as it is longer continued, fince the bougie becomes 
foft by remaining in the urethra, and readily bends 
if the preflure is too great. ‘The time it is to re- 
main, depends a good deal upon the fenfations of | 
the patient, and the length of time the parts have 
been difeafed ; but on the firft trial, it fhould not be. 
for more than a minute, as it then gives - greater 
-pain than.on. any future application. The pain 
produced by the cauftic, is not felt fo immediately 
Vou. Il. i, a3 
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as it would be natural to expect; the firft fenfation 
arifes from the preffure of the bougie on the ftric- 
ture, a little after, there is the feeling of heat, and 
then the parts become painful. 

As foon as the cauttic begins to act, the furgeon 
who makes the application, is made fenfible of it 
by the fmaller arteries of the parts beating with un- 
ufual violence, which is very diftinctly felt by the © 
finger and thumb that grafps the penis. | 

After the cauftic has besn withdrawn, it is de- 
firable that the patient fhould make water, as in 
that way, any of the remains of the diffolved cauttic 
are wafhed off; but it fometimes happens that no 
water will flow at the firft effort. When that is 
the cafe, it fhould not be urged, as it is not of any 
great confequence. 

It happens not unfrequently, that at ive firft time 
of making water, fome blood pafies along with it; 
this is alfo of no bad confequence, but is ‘gather fa- 
vourable; as when that has happened, the ftricture 
ufually proves to be fo far deftroyed, that at the 
next trial, the bougie pafles on to the bladder. 
Every other day, appears in general, to be as often 
as it is prudent to apply the cauftic. 

By this mode of arming the bougie, ftri€tures ‘in 
the membranous part of the urethra, may have cauf- 
tic applied to them, which cannot be-done by a: 
Gilver catheter, unlefs made flexible, and even in 
that ftate, it is liable to many objections, | 

Jt appears that Mr. Hunter made ufe of cauttic 
only in cafes of impervious ftricture; but Mr, 
Home, from a number of facts, thinks it efta- 

blithed 
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blifhed as a general principle, that the irritable 
ftate of a ftricture is kept up, and even increafed, 
by a ule of the bougie, but lefiened and entirely 


‘deftroyed by the application of lunar cauftic : hence 


he recommends the ufe of the cauftic in many 
cafes, likewife of {pafmodic firiture, in preference 
to the bougie. In {peaking of the comparative ef- 
fects of the bougie and cauftic, he obferves, that 
from what he has hens he thinks we may fafely in- 
fer, that the cauftic is a mode of cure more exten- 
fively ufeful, milder, quicker, more effectual, and 
more permanent than the bougte. 

So genera] and inclsicrierinaie a ufe of crate, as 
is here recommended by Mr. Flome, appears to me 


to be injudicious, and likely, in many ences to 


& 


Caruneles and excreffences in the urethra fome- 
times arife as a confequence of gonnorrhcea, but 
they are. ufually fituated towards its extremity, 


be productive of injurious effects. » Sen Auge s?t 


and never any length within it. They are to be 


removed by the bougie and cautftic, as well as ftric- 
tures. 

Where’ a fpafmodic woakteldtienr of the urinary 
paflage enfues in gonnorrhoea (whieh is known by - 


its fuddenly taking place without any previdus ap- 


pearance of interruption, and its being as fuddenly re- 
moved) we muft have recourfe to emollient applica- 


“tions, fuch as fomenting with flannel cloths wrung out 
in a warm infufion of camomile flowers and bruifed 
poppy heads, and rubbing the penis with laudanum 


and zther combined.” Where thefe fail, a warm 
i eee. bath, 


148 Practice or Puysre: 
bath, together with theinternal ufe of opium, in con~ . . 
fiderable dofes, muft.be employed. Where the con- 
traction will allow of a bougie being pafied without 
much violence, it fhould ee be done. 

In fuppreffions of urine arifing from f{pafm, it 
has been obferved under the head Rat Ifchuria, that» 
the profeffion is much indebted to Mr. Cline 
for the difcovery of a new and very efficacious re- 
medy. This is'the tinétura ferri muriati, which 
we are inftructed to give in dofes of ten drops, 
repeated every ten minutes, until fome fenfible ef- 
fect is produced. . After fix dofes, the urine ufually 
flows freely, the patient previoufly becoming a lit- 


tle fick and faint. As the tobacco clyfter ({ce colic) 


produces fimilar effeéts, it probably might be of fer- 
vice in cafes of this nature, fhould other means fail. 
In confequence of the repeated attacks of a go- 
norrheea, and the debility of the part occafioned — 
thereby, it not unfrequently happens, that a gleet or 


_ conftant fmall difcharge takes place, or remains be- 


hind, after all danger of infection is removed. In 
recent cafes, the difeafe may, in general, eafily be 
removed; but in thofe of ee ftanding, where 


the mucous glands have faffered much relaxa- 


tion, or where there is either a ftri€ture or callo- 
fity, it may continue for life in fpite of our beft. 
endeavours to cure it having however certain in-. 
tervals. oD 

‘This is, neverthelefs, to be attempted by a frequent 
ufe of aftringent injections, and even by thofe of a 
ftimulant nature, as acrid folutions of fal ammo- 
niac, mercury, tincture of cantharides, verdigris, | 
| balfam 
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balfam of capivi, &c.*. employing the laft clafs more 
feldom however than the former; as lkewiie by 
forming an iffue, or putting a feton in, or near the 
perinzum, thereby diverting the difcharge elfewhere. 
Befides ufing injections, we may employ remedies 
internally +. To give vigour to the whole fyftem, 
and reftore the tone of the parts at the fame time, 
the patient fhould enter on a courfe of chalybeates, 
as advifed under the head of Dyfpepfia, affifted by 
cold bathing and a reftorative diet. Where fcro- 

| phula 
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phula is apparent, it is ufual to adminitter hemlock, 
combined with bark. 

In every cafe where the difeafe is obftinate and 
ftricture fufpected, the introduction of a bougie will 
be proper to,afcertain it, and when fatisfied as to 
its real exiftence, we ought either to advife a perfe- 
verance in the ufe of Loupies, or elfe to apply the 
caultic in the manner practifed by Mr. Home. 


; ai 
* 


Of CHANCRES. 


THE fecbad local form, under which the venereal 
poifon has been mentioned to fhew itfelf, is that of a 
Chanere, which is diftingnifhed by a want of difpo- 
fition to heal, a thickened bafe, and circumferibed 
inflammation, with other characteriftic marks al- 
ready noticed. GS 

The parts moft apt to be affected with thefe ul- 


cerations in men, ate the prepuce, the frenum, and 


in the angle between the glans and body of the 
penis ; ; and in women, dbout the nymphe and cli- 
toris ; but in fome inflances they have extended into 
the vagina, and even fo far up as the os uteri. Ve- 
nereal matter, by being applied to other parts of 
the body covered with a mucous membrane, fuch 


as the lips, noftrils, &c, may give rife to chan-— 


cres there alfo; but being mott ufually applied to 


the organs of generation, in confequence of an in-’ | 


tercourfe between the fexes, thefe are the ufual 
feat of fuch ulcers. 


6 : A. chancre 


-. 
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A chancre. makes its appearance either with a 
flight inflammation, which afterwards ulcerates, or 
there arifes a fmal! pimple or puftule filled with a 
tranfparent fluid, which foon breaks and forms into 
a fpreading ulcer. The period, at which it makes 
its appearance after infection, is very various, being 
moft commonly in five or fix days, but in fome 
cafes, not till after the expiration of as ges 
weeks. 

As there is always a rifk that an abfarasign of 
matter may take place from a chancre, and that 
poffibly very fpeedily, it will not only be necefiary 
to attend to the ulcer, but likewife to fecure the 
conftitution by a ufe of fuch remedies, as are well 
known to poffefs the power of counteracting vene- 
real poifon. 

In cafes of a very recent nature, chancres may 
often be removed by the application of cauftic, or 
‘by wafhing them with a weak folution of corrofive 
_ fublimate in fpirit of wine ; but where they are eX- 
tenfive, and have been of fome ftanding, it will be 
neceflary to drefs them daily with ointments com- 
pofed of red precipitate, calomel, &c, {pread upon » 
fine lint. When much pain and irritation prevail, 
opiates will have a good effect. 

To give them a difpofition to heal kindly, it will 
be highly neceffary to attend ftrictly to cleanlinefs. 
Mr. John Hunter, in his Treatife on the Venereal 
Difeafe, feems however to have thought this unne- 
; ceflary ; for he fays, he is inclined to believe that 
no’ matter of whatever kind can produce any eifect 
on the part that formed it; neither can the matter — 
1 L 4 . of 
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of any fore, let it be what it will, ever do any hurt 
to that fore, and from thence he draws the conclu- 
fion, that the wiping or wafhing away any matter, 
under the idea of keeping the parts clean, is in 
every cafe, abfurd. , 

Where’ chancres exift along with phymofis, the 
cure will be both tedious and uncertain, and cannot 
often be effected by throwing up injections of a 
cleanfing nature from time to time, between the 
prepuce and glans. ‘The more certain method will 
be, to make an incifion through the former, or to 
perform the operation of circumcifion. 

Chaneres' fometimes appear on the nipples of 
women who fuckle infe&ted children, and excite 
much pain. To leffen the irritability of the parts 
that are difeafed, it will be proper to bathe the ul- 
cers twice or thrice a day with a ftrong folution of 
opium in water, and afterwards to drefs them with 
{permaceti ointment, to which a proper quantity of 
calomel has been added. 

Befides topical applications, it will be neceflary 
to fecure the conftitution from becoming affeted at 
fome after period, in confequence of an abforption 
of the matter from the ulcers, by having recourfe to 
mercury, which muft be ufed either externally or 
internally, as fhall be found moft fuitable to the con- 
ftitution and convenience of the patient. In em- 
ploying it, we are however to avoid exciting the | 
tmallett degree of falivation whatever, and there- 
fore, we are to intr oduce it gradually into the fyftem, 
carefully watching its effects. The length of time 
it ought to be uled, will depend on the: virulence 
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ef the difeafe, and other accidental circumftances; 
but at any rate, we fhould never totally defift from 
its ufe, until the expiration of feveral days after 
the difappearance of the ulcers. : | 
- We have hitherto been accuftomed to look upon 
mercury as the only certain antidote againft the ve- 
nereal poifon; but the nitric acid has lately been re- 
commended as poffeffinga fimilar power.. Mr. W. 
Scott, furgeon at Bombay, feems to be the firft who 
employed it laterally in fyphilis. He tells us, he has 
had fuch extenfive experience of its good effects, 
that he looks upon it to be by no means lefs effec- 
tual than mercury in removing that difeafe in all its 
forms, and in every ftage of its continuance; and 
from its not producing many of the inconveniences 
that arife from a ufe of that metal, he thinks it may, 
‘in fome refpects, be preferable. He obferves, that _ 
mercury, introduced into the circulation, is attended 
by many difagreeable effets, that render it often 
neceflary to give over its ufe before it has anfwered 
the defired intention; but that the nitric acid may 
be taken a long time, without any material injury 
to the health, and without producing inflammation 
and a flow of faliva, as fram a ule of mercury, but 
merely a temporary forenefs in the gums and teeth. 
~ Qn the recommendation of this gentleman, many 
practitioners have been induced to employ the nitric 
acid in the primary affections of fyphilis, fuch as 
chancre, gonorrhoea, &c. and, we are informed, with 
tolerable fuccefs. Some few have, however, not giv- 
en in fo favourable a report of its effeéts; but more 
particularly Mr, Blair, furgeon to the Locke hof- 
ee US RE SIRS Le eae pital, 


U5 4) Practice oF Puysie: 


pital. . The weight of evidence is, notwithftanding, 
much in favour of the nitric acid, in primary affections ; 
but whether its effeéts will be permanent or not, 
further experience and time only can determine. 
Should they prove fo, this medicine will be a valu- 
able acquifition, as there are many eonftitutions in 
which mercury excites very alarming effects, and in 
which, it would be moft defirable indeed to procure 
a fubftitute poffeffed of equal powers to remove this 
difeafe, and at the (age time of lefs hurtful pro« 
perties. 

A matter of much importance and worthy of no« 
tice, is, that the nitric acid has not been perceived to 
éxcite the action of other difeafes, more efpecially . 
fcrophula, one of the greateft inconveniences at~ 
tending a mercurial courfe, and by which many 
have had their conftitution ruined, and others have 
loft their life. | 

The fenfible effeéts generally produced by a ufe 
of this acid, are an increafe of the appetite, coftive- 
nefs, the mouth and tongue becoming moift and 
white, with a flight forenefs in the gums, the urine 
being of a light feave colour, clear and increafed in 
quantity ; and the blood, when drawn, exhibiting 
the fame appearances as under a¢tive saillenitcidens 
the coagulum being covered with a tough coat of 
coagulable lymph. In a few inftances, a burning 
fenfation in the ftomach has been obferved; but this - 
has only happened, where the dofe has been too 
ereat. | 

The mode of adminiftering the nitric acid, is to 


give one drachm of it diluted i in a wine-bottle full 
of 


° 
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of water every day 5 and where this quantity does 
not feem to produce the defired Beigtts to increafe it 


gradually to two or more. 


A courfe of this medicine requires no particular 
regimen nor confinement, and, in general, it pro 
duces its effects more quickly than mercury, of- 
ten performing a cure in the courle of a fortnight. 
or leis. 

Nitric acid is known to contain abour four parts 
of vital air, united to one of azote, with a certain 
proportion of water, and is fuppofed to remove the 
fymptoms of fyphilis by oxygenating the bady to a 
confiderable degree, producing thereby, a general 
increafed action of the whole ten ‘ 


Of 4 Buso. - 


It has already been obferved, that betwixt a local 
and a conftitutional affection, there often arifes a kind 
of intermediate ftate, and that in confequence of the 
abforption of venereal matter from fome furface to 


- which it has been applied, ‘the glands fituated near- 


eft to the parts thus affected, are apt to become in- 
durated,, fwelled, and inflamed, and fo to give rife to. 
what is called a Bubo; and the parts of generation 
ufually coming firft in contact with the matter, fo 
the glands in the groins are the moft general feat of 
this particular fymptom. In moft cafes, the vene- 
real virus is abforbed from a chancre, or ulcer in the 
urethra; but inftances have occured, where a bubo 
has arofe without cither gonorrhea or any kiad of 


“ 


ulceration 2 


Ne 
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ulceration, and where the matter appears to have 
been abforbed, without any erofion of the Hein or 
mucous membrane. — | 

~ A bubo comes on with a pain in the groin, ac- 
somata with fome degree of hardnefs and fwel- 
ling, and is at firft, about the fize of a kidney bean, 
sbut continuing to increafe, it at length becomes as 
Jarge as an. eggs occafions the perfon to experience 
fie difficulty in walking, and is attended with a 
pulfation and throbbing in the tumor, and a great 
rednefs of the fkin. In fome cafes, the fuppuration 
_ isquickly completed, in others, it goes on very flow ; 
and in others again, the inflammatory. appearances 
go off without any formation of pus. In a few 
inftances, the glands have been known to become 
fcirrhous. 

As many other fwellings in the groin, fuch as a, 
rupture, aneurifm, lumbar abcefs, and fcirrhous af- 
fection of the glands, may be miftaken for a bubo, 
it will always be advifable, in doubtful cafes, to en- 
quire whether.or not,the patient has lately been af- 
flicted either with a gonorrhoea or chancre, and whe- 
ther or not he has lately laboured under any other 
complaint, that might have given rife to the fwel- 
ling. It may likewife be advifable to attend to the 
progrefs which the tumor has made,. By a due 
‘confideration and inveftigation of thefe circumftan- 
ces, we cannot fail to dies a jutt conclufion astothe 
real nature of the difeafe. 

The following are the characteriftics of a venereal 
bubo. The fwelling is ufually confined to one gland, 
the colour of the {kin where inflammation prevails, is 


of 
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of a florid red, the pain is very acute, the progrefs 
from inflammation to fuppuration and ulceration is 
generally very rapid, the fuppuration is large in pro- 
portion to the fize of the gland, and there is only 
one abcefs. 

A bubo is never attended with danger, where the 
inflamed gland proceeds on regularly to fuppuration ; 
_ but in particular cafes, it acquires an indolence after 
comiag to acertain length, arifing from a {crophu- 
lous taint; or, by being combined with eryfipelas, 
it terminates in gangrene, and occafions a great lofs 
of fubftance. This termination is however more 
frequently met with in hoipitals than in private prac- 
tice, and may partly be attributed to the contami- 
nated ftate of the air of the wards, wherein —— 
patients are lodged. 


‘The many inconveniences that ane from allow- 


ing a venereal bubo to fuppurate, fhould induce the 
practitioner to‘exert his utmoft endeavours to pre- 


vent it from proceeding to fuch a ftate, and to occa- 


fion its fpeedy refolution or difperfion, if poffible. To 
effect this, it will be proper, where the fkin is occu- 
pied by much rednefs and inflammation, and the 
tumor by a throbbing, to draw off a fufficient quan- 
tity of blood immediately from the neighbourhood 
of the inflamed part, during the firft days of the dii- 
eafe, by means of four or five leeches; the patient 
at the fame time keeping his body open with fome 
gentle laxative, ufing a very {pare diet, and avoid- 
ing exercife. -After the leeches have ceafed to bleed, 


the parts may be wetted frequently throughout the 


courfe of the day with linen pledgets dipt in any of 


~ 


the - 


{ 
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the fedative embrocations advifed for a faeliag of 
the tefticle, and by night, be covered with a poultice 
of linfeed or rye meal, moiftened either with a di« 
luted folution of ceruffa acetata, or the Sune lie 
thareyri compofita. 

Ifthe tumor is unattended by any inflammatory — 
fymptoms, then topical bleeding may not be alto- 
gether neceflary, as probably, the timely applica- 
tion of mercurial ointment will be fufficient to dif- 
perfe it, Tc give this its due and proper effect, it 
fhould not however be applied immediately upon 
the tumor, but be rubbed in on the infide of the 

thigh which is affected. e: 
_. With regard to the quantity to be yaibbed i In, No 
exprefs rule can be laid down, as fome conftitutions 
are readily affected by mercury, and others again, 
are neither very quickly or fenfibly operated upon 
by it. In all cafes, it will be moft advifable to be- 
pin with a fmall quantity of about the fize of a hazle 
nut, and fo to increafe it daily, until it comes to that 
of a moderate fized wallnut, which courie is to be 
purfued every night, until the tumor and induration 
have entirely fubfided. Indeed if it is continued for 
fome little time after the difappearance of both, it 
will be attended with the more certatn effect. — | 

Should the falivary glands become affeted from 
a ufe of the unction, and any deeree of falivation en- 
fue, the patient ought immediately to difcontinue it 
fer fome days, keeping his body open with gentle 
— jaxatives, and wafhine his mouth and throat fre- 
quently with a gargle compofed of borax and ho- 

ys __ney 
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ney * diffolvedin water. The borax will not only aé& 
as an aftringent, but will diminifh the irritable ftate 
of the glands by its fedative Power. To affitt in lef- 
fening the irritation, it will be advifable, during a 
courfe of the unction, to give an opiate every nicht 
at bed time. | 

If a bubo is too far advanced to be difperfed at 
the time that affiftance 1s applied for, or obftinately 
continues its courfe to fuppuration, in fpite of our 
beft endeavours to prevent it, we are then to affift 
‘the formation of proper pus by a full diet, and the 
application of emollient poultices. When this is 
formed, the tumor may be opened by a lancet or 
cauftic, and the ulcer be brought to a proper digef- 
tion, by the internal ufe of mercury,. taking care, 
however, not to carry it to the extent of producing 
any degree of falivation. 

In thofe cafes, where there prevails either a fcro- 
phulous or an eryfipelatous difpofition, it frequently 
happens that the fore does not heal kindly, but on. 
the contrary fpreads from the glands to the cellular 
fubftance, inflames the {kin and contiguous parts, 
affumes a foul {fpungy appearance, and is accompa- 
nied by much pain and a difcharge of an highly acrid 
matter; or fhould the ulceration heal in one part, it 
© Shortly afterwards breaks out in another, and becom- 
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ing very extenfive, it lays bare a large portion of the 
thigh or lower part of the abdotien.. . 
Cafes of this nature have always been moft fuc+ 
cefsfully treated by adminiftering opium internally 
in confiderable dofes, by touching the edges and 
hardened parts of the fore occafionally with cauftic, 
and by dreffing it with red precipitate, either {prin- 
-kled on it, or applied in the form of ointment, 
which feldom fails to alter the difcharge from a thin | 
- fharp fanies, to proper pus, and inftead of exciting 
pain, commonly removes it Opium has been 
much employed in thefe untoward cafes, partly on 
the fappofition of its being poflefied of fome fpeci- 
fic power inthe cure of fephiliss but its utility feems 
to depend entirely on its narcotic quality, and its al- 
laying the pain and irritation with which fuch fores 
are uniformly accompanied, when the difcharge ts 
‘thin and acrid. 
Cicuta hasitikeevite been reforted to in thefe cafes 
_ with fingular advantage, and may therefore be taken 
internally, and alfo be applied externally. We may 
begin with about two grains of its extract in the form 
of a pill, and fo increafe the quantity daily, until it 
fhews its effects on the fyftem by producing a flight 
_ degree of giddinefs. The juice of the frefh herb, 
mixed up with the common emollient cataplafm, 
_/may be ufed as an external application, renewing it 
morning and night, and previoufly fomenting the — 
ulcerated parts with a ftrong deco@tion or infufion 
of the dried leaves, _ ioe 
In untoward cafes of this nature, a milk diet, 
country air, and fea bathing, have alfo proved fer- 
viceable, 
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viceable, as has likewife a decotion of mezereon, 
taken in the quantity of a quart daily. The ni- 
tric acid not being perceived to excite the action 
of fcrophula as mercury does, it is reafonable to fup- 
pofe, that where this difpofition exifts along with a 
venereal taint, it might be fubftituted with a very 
good effect. For the mode of adminiftering it, fee 
Chancre. 

In all cafes of bubo, as well as of aeacds and go- 
norrhoea, where mercury is ufed either internally or 
externally, it will be neceffary for the patient 
to abftain from food of a high feafoned and 
falted nature, and from all kinds of fpirituous and 
fermented liquors; and as any expofure to cold, 
whiift under a courfe of this medicine, is very apt to 
bring on a falivation, when it would not otherwife 
have arifen, he ought moft carefully to avoid get- 
ting wet, or expofing himfelf to moift cold air, 
_ taking the precaution at the fame time to adapt his 
cloathing to the feafon of the year. 


Of the ConstTituTIONAL Diszase, 


or 


Laigs; 


‘A Conftitutional taint is the third form under 
which it has been mentioned, that the venereal poi- 
fon is apt to fhew itfelf, and which always arifes in 
confequence of the matter being abforbed and car- 
ried into the circulating mafs of fluids. The ab- 

Vor, II M. forption 
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forption of it may, however, take place in three 
ways. 

-rft. It may-be carried into the circulation, with- 
out producing any evident local effect on the part; 
to which it was at firft applied: 

adly. It may take place in confequence of fome 
local affection, fuch as either. gonorrheea, chancre, 
or bubo: and, 

3dly. It may enfue from an application of 
the matter to a common fore or wound, fimilar 
to what happens in inoculating for the {mall pox. 

The moft general way, however, in which a éon- 
ftitutional taint is produced, is by an abforption of 
the matter, either from achancre or bubo. 

When venereal matter gets into the fyftem, fome 
fymptoms of it may often be obferved in the courfe 
of fix or eight weeks, or probably fooner; but in 
fome cafes;, it will continue in the circulating mafs. 
of fluids for many months, before any vifible effe&ts 
are produced. The fy{ftem being completely conta- 
_minated, it then occafions many local effeéts in dif- 
ferent parts of the body, and fhews itfelf under a va- 
riety of fhapes, many of which put on the appear- 
ance of a diftin€t»difeafe. We may prefume that 
this variety depends wholly on the difference of con-. 
ftitution, the different kinds of parts ‘affected, and 
the different ftate thefe parts were in, at the time the 
miatter of poifon was applied. 

The firft fymptoms ufually fhew themfelves on 
the fkin, and in the mouth and throat. When the 
rnatter is fecreted principally inthe fkin, reddith and 
brea fpots appear here and there on its furface, 

and 
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dnd eruptions of a copper colour are difperfed over 
different parts of the body, on the top of which; 
there foon forms a thick fcurf or fcale. This fcurf 
falls off after a fhort time, and is fucceéded by ano- 
ther, and the fame happening feveral times, and at 
length cafting off deép, an ulcer is formed, which 
difcharges an acrid foetid matter. 

When the matter is fecreted in the glands of the 
throat and mouth, the tongue will often be affected; 
fo as to ocafion a thicknefs of {fpeech, and the tonfils, 
palate, and uvula, will become ulcerated, fo as to 
produce a forene{s and difficulty in fwallowing, and 
likewile a hoarfenefs in the voice. Ina venereal ul- 
cet of the tonfil, a portion, of its fubftance feems as 
if it was dug out; it is moreover very foul, and has 4 
thick white matter adhereing to it, which cannot be 
wafhed off. By thefe characteriftic marks, it may 


-. in general, readily be diftinguifhed from any other 


pew of ulceration in thefe parts. 

If the difeafe affedts the eyes, obftinate inflamma- 
tion, and fometimes ulceration will alfo attack thefé 
_organs. 

The matter fometimes falls on deep feated parts; 
fuch as thé tendons, ligaments, and periofteum, and 
— occafions hard, painful fwellings to arife; known by 
the name of nodes. 

"When the difeafe is fuffered to take its own courfe; 
and not counteracted by proper remedies, the pati- 
ent will, in the Courfe of time; be afflicted with fe- 
vere pains, but more pafticularly in the night time; 
his countenance will become fallow, his hair will fatt 
fF, he will lofe his appetite, ftrength, and flefh; his 
M 2 rete | 
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re{t will be much difturbed by night, and a fimall 
fever of the heétic kind, will arife. The ulcers in 
the mouth and throat. being likewife fuffered to 
fpread, and to occafion a‘caries of the bones of the 
palate, an opening will be made from the mouth to 
the nofe, and the cartilages and bones of the nofe, 
being at length conodea away, this will fink on a 
level with she face. 

Some conftitutions will bear up for a “OeActls 
time againtt the difeafe, whilft others again, will foon 
fink under the general weaknefs and irritation pro- — 
duced by it. If the diforder is recent, and the con- 
ftitution not impaired by other difeafes, a perfect 
cure may eafily be effected; but where it is of long 
ftanding, and accompanied with the fymptoms of 
irritation which have been mentioned, the cure will 
prove tedious, and in many cafes uncertain, as the 
conftitution and ftrength of the patient may not ad- 
mit of his going through a courfe of medicine fuf- 
ficient to deftroy the poifor, or his health may be 
in fuch a ftate, as that only a very fmall quantity of 
mercury can be adminiftered, even at confiderable 
intervals. 

The general appearances to be siilesnied. on dif- 
fections or thote who die of lues, are, caries of the 
bones, but more particularly thofe of the cranium, - 
often communicating ulceration to the brain itfelf; 
together with enlargements and indurations of the 
Lymphatic glands, {cirrhus of feveral of the organs, 
particularly the Jiver and lungs, and exoftofes of 
many of the hardeft bones. | 

We have always been accuftomed to aitiche 

mercury, 
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mercury as the only certain antidote, which we 
are acquainted with, to the venereal poifon; from 
whence it is evident, that it will abfolutely be ne- 
ceffary to have recourfe to it, in all cafes where the 
fyftem becomes tainted. 

Many who rank as regular practitioners, | befides 
thofe who act as quacks, fully fenfible of the credu- 
lity of mankind, have endeavoured to make the 
vulgar believe, that by repeated examinations of the 
various productions of nature, they have each of 
them been able to dilcover a fpecific of a milder and 
‘more innocent nature than mercury for the venereal 
difeafe; and puffing handbills and advertifements 
_ daily announce, that they can perform a radical cure 
without giving one grain of this mineral. A fair 
analyfis of fuch of thefe noftrums, as have been 
found at all ferviceable in cafes of this nature, has, 
however, clearly deteéted the falfity of thefe men’s 
affertions, and proved, beyond a poffibility of doubr, 
that their new difcovered fpecifics are but fome 
active preparation of mercury, under a di‘guifed 
fhape. 

Mercury may be introduced into the fyftem in two 
ways, viz. either by an external application of it in 
the form of untion, or by giving fome preparation 
of itinternally; and it may be ufed to fuch an extent 
as to excite a falivation, or with fuch moderation, as 
only to give a tendency that way, without fuffering 
it to proceed fo far, which, in every cafe, will be 

’ the fafeft and moft advifable method. A third me- 
thod or alterative courfe has been adopted by fome 
practitioners; but although this may anfwer in pri- 
M 3. ; mary 
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mary affections, ftill itis by no means calculated te 
_ fecure the patient againft a return of the difeafe. 

There are fome eee who are but little af- 
fected by mercury, when applied externally to the 
body in the form of unction, as the abforbent vef- 
fels will not readily receive it; and there are others 
again, whofe internal abforbents will not take up 34 
fufficient quantity, to produce much effc& either on 
thedifeafe, or the conftitution ; and the medicine 
pafles off by the bowels, cccafioning ficknefs at 
the ftomach, and griping pains. 

To adminifter mercury judicioufly, it ought 
therefore to be ufed in the way, that is moft fuitable 
to the conftitution of the patient. Ifon a trial, the 
external application of it fhould produce.no effect, 
either on the difeafe or conftitution, then it fhould 
be adminiftered inwardly ; on the other hand, if its 
internal ule fails, or produces any difagreeable ef- 
fect on the ftomach and inteftines, then the external 
application ought to be fubftituted, Indeed the 
fkin not being fo effential to life as: the ftomach, is. 
capable of bearing the application of mercury to it, 
much better than the latter. 

Although the quantity of mercury to be intro- 
duced into the lyftem for the cure of a lues, muft 
always be in proportion to the virulence of the dif- 
eafe, ftill in throwing it in, we fhould neither pro- 
ceed with hafte or violence, nor admunifter it in large or. 
too frequent dofes.- In all cafes, 1 it will be moft pru- 
dent to begin with a fmall quantity, whether given 
internally « or applied externally, and to increafe it 
gradually, fo as that the fyftem fhall be inured im- 

perceptibl y 
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perceptibly to the remedy ; and as foon as the pati- 
ent perceives a copperifh tafte in his mouth, with a 
great foetor of breath, and a more than ordinary 
fecretion of faliva, he ought then to proceed cau- 
tioufly, and where neceflary, wholly defift from its 
ufe for a day or two, returning to it, however, as 
foon as thefe fenfations have fomewhat abated. 

To ufe the medicine fo as to give a tendency to 
falivation, without proceeding any length, and to 
keep it conftantly at that point, during the whole 
courfe, is what he is to aim at. 

Mercury, when introduced haftily, and in large 
dofes into the conftitution, is apt to produce fenfible 
and difagreeable effects upon particular parts of the 
body. It often occafions a fweiling and inflam- 
mMation in the mouth, tongue, and falivary glands, 
and thereby produces a profufe falivation. It like- 
wife affects the ftomach and inteftines, and excites 
naufea, griping pains, and diarrhoga, and in fome 
inftances, it produces profufe fweats and great de- 
bility. 

Introducing mercury into the ee fo as to give 
rife to any of thefe effeéts, will therefore be es 
improper. Unlefs the difeafe is proceeding fo fat in 
its courfe, as that it might be attended.with fome 
rik to the patient, to wait until it was checked by 
introducing it gradually ; or unlefs*he is fo irritable 
to the effects of mercury, as that even the {fmalleft 
quantity ufed internally, or applied externally, af- 
fects his mouth, it will be wrong to occafion a fali- 
vation, as the cure will always be rendered thereby 

M 4 more 
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more tedious, as well as uncertain, inftead of being 
haftened. | 

To prevent a falivation, it will be peeatliry: be- 
fides beginning with fmall dofes of mercury, and 
proceeding gradually, that the patient fhould take 
care not to ftimulate the falivary glands, either by 
rubbing the fkin over them, and keeping it too 
warm with flannel, or by applying any thing of a 
{timulating nature to the mouth, and he fhould like- 
wife avoid as much as poffible any expofure to cold; 
for this being applied whilft the body isin an irri- 
table ftate from the ufe of mercury, is likewife apt 
to occafion inflammation and tumefaction of thefe 
glands, and fo to give rife to a falivation. 

The perfon'that is under a courfe of mercury 
fhould abftain from all falted and high feafoned 
meats, confining his diet to plain animal food that 
is light of digedions to thin broths, preparations of 
fago, barley and rice, cuftards, light puddings, 
milk, vegetables, ripe fruits, &c. He fhould 
avoid ali fpirituous liquors and acids; and if he 
drinks wine, the quantity ought to be very {mall, 
and always diluted with a proper proportion of 
waier. | 

The late Mr. John Hunter feems, however, to 
have thought an attention to diet, under fuch eir- 
cumftances, to be wholiy unneceflaty; for in his 
Treatife on the Venereal Difeafe, he fays, that the 
manner of living under a mercuria! courfe need not 
be altered from the common, becaufe mercury has 
no aétion upon the difeafe, which is more favoured 

3 ey 
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by one way of life than another; and he adds, I fee 
no reafon why mercury fhould not cure the venereal 
difeafe, under any mode whatever of regimen. He 
afks what effect eating a hearty dinner, and drink- 
ing a bottie of wine after it, can have over the aétion 
of mercury upon a venereal fore, either to make it 
affect any part fenfibly, as falling on the elands of 
the mouth, or prevent its effeét on the venereal irri- 
tation? In anfwer thereto, I have so to fay, that 
-aufe of mercury never fails to render the body ir- 
ritable, fo any thing of a f{timulating nature applied 
to the falivary glands, whilft under a ftate of increafed 
fufceptibility and irritability, will be likely to occa- 
fion inflammation and tumefaction in thefe parts, and 
thereby provoke a falivation; an event which fhould - 
ever be avoided, when it can poffibly be difpenf hie 
with, 

When we make ufe of unétion for the cure of {y+ 
philis, without intending to excite a falivation, we 
may direct the patient to rub thoroughly into the 
hams and thighs, about half a drachm of the com- 
mon blue ointment, every night; and this courle he is 
to continue, until a coppery tafte is perceived in the 
mouth, with fomewhat of an increafe of faliva. As 
foon as thefe are perceptible, he muft go on eradu- 
ally, and fhould they feem to proceed to a greater | 
height than what is intended, inftead of “ne the 
ointment every night, he ought then to ere 
courfe to it only every deher, night. On the con- 
trary, fhould the quantity of ointment here directed, 
be infafficient to produce any apparent effect on the 
mouth, 
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mouth, he muit then increafe it gradually every 
night, until he can attain the defired point. | 
If we employ mercury internally, with the fame 
view of not bringing on a falivation, we may then. 
give two or three of the pilula ex hydrargyro 
every night at bed time; or inftead of thefe, we 
may recommend fome of the other active prepara-~ 
tions of mercury, fuch as calomel *, the hydrargyr. 
calcinatus +, or hydrargyr, muriatus [, which may 
be taken in fmall dofes at firft, and fo be aug. 
mented gradually, as may be found neceffary. Along 
with thefe remedies, we may recommend the pati- 
ent to drink about a quart a day of the décoctum 
farfaparilla compofitum, which’ will tend to carry 
off the mercury by the fkin and kidneys. Where 
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any of its preparations affect the bowels, and excite 
either a purging or eriping, a fufficient quantity of 
opium fhould be given at the fame time to prevent 
thefe Sonie quences. 

When, from the urgent nature of the cafe, we are 
obliged to employ mercury {o as to excite a faliva- 
tion, we muft then introduce it into the fyftem ina 
gradual manner, by beginning with a {mall quantity, 
and augmenting it daily, taking care to obferve its 
effects with ereat attention. If we ufe undtion, (to 
which a preference ought always to be given where 
we mean to excite a falivation) we may direét the 
patient.to rub in, as has before been advifed, about a 
drachm of it every night previous to his going to bed. 
If the falivary glands do not become afeeee after a 
few days application of the ointment, he can then in- 
creafe the quantity each night, until a fufficient flow 
of faliva is procured, 

During the continuance of the fpitting, the pulfe - 
‘fhoukd never exceed g5 or 100 in a minute; neither 
fhould the quantity of che faliva which is difcharged, 
be greater than two or three pints in24 hours. Un- 
der fuch a courfe, the body is to be enveloped in 
flannel, and the patient to drink plentifully of dilu- 
ent liquors. To alleviate the forenefs of his mouth 
and gums, he may ufe fome foothing garele * three 
or four times a day. 

Tf 
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If we pive mercury internally, with the intention 

_ of exciting a falivation, we mutt proceed in the fame 
cautious manner, increafing or dimiifhing the dofe, 
according to the efrect produced. 

When a falivation comes on quicker, or proceeds 
with greater violence than we could with, notwith- 
{tanding all our precautions, we muift not only leffen 
the quantity of mercury, but we muit.alfo give one or 
two gentle purges, and keep the chamber fomewhat~ 
cooler than before. Sulphur has generally been 

-fuppofed to poffefs a power of checking the rapid 
effects of mercury; and therefore, where a falivation 
comes on with great rapidity and violence, we may 
have recourfe to it in dofes of, from half a drachm, 
to one drachm twice a day, befides taking the fteps 
jut mentioned. 

In mild cafes of fy phili is, it probably will require 
from four to fix weeks perfeverance in the ufe of 
mercury to effe& a cure; but in cafes of long ftand- 
ing, and a more confirmed nature, it may be neceffary 
to continue it for eight or ten weeks, or even longer, 
‘Whether we attempt the cure by falivation, or in the 
milder way, by giving a tendency to it, without 
proceeding that length, we fhould always recom. 
mend the patient to perfevere in the plan, even for 
fome fhort time after the departure of the fymptoms, 
in order that he may be infured of a perfeé cure; 
for the venereal action may to appearance be ftopt, — 
and the fymptoms vanifh, and yet all return again, _ 
the virus not having been completely fubdued. 

As foon as the ufe of mercury 1s left off, the 
diet may be amended, a purge or two be exhibited, 

and 
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and areturn to the free air be eradually made, after 
which, tonics, with country air and exercife, will 
greatly tend to recruit the ftrength. 

In the progrefs of the difeafe, it is often found necef- 
fary, befidesemploying mercury inorderto counteract 
or deftroy the virus in the fy{tem, to attend to par- 
ticular fymptoms; for the removal of which, a to- 
pical treatment may likewife be requifite. The 
tonfils, uvula, and other parts of the fauces, are fre- 
quently difcovered in a ftate of ulceration, where 
the difeafe has been of long ftanding. In fuch cafes, 
the parts fhould be well .cleanfed by wafhing them 
twice or thrice a day with fome proper garele * 
after which, the fumes arifing from myrrh, and the 
hydrargyrus fulphuratus ruber thrown upon a hot 
iron, may be brought in contact v with them by means 
of an inverted funnel. 

When eruptions ulcerate, wafhing them with ca- 
lomel and water, or the hydrargyrus muriatus and 
aqua calcis, and dreffing them with mild mercurial 
ointment, will be moft proper; making ufe, at the 
fame time, of a decoction of mezereon root, as ad- 
. vifed in thofe cafes where nodes arife, _ 

Venereal pains, blotches, and fcaly eruptions will 
be 


Se aaememneieenseeenencaietieteeenaentaneeniamenntiamensesieeadmnaeestbieeatmeatiatiiaatadhdansneaemna mandeemmemennenmmmeaiedei 


* KX. Hydrarg. Muriat. gr. iij. Solve in 
Spirit. Vin, Rettif. ZG. et adde 
Decok, Cinchon. yi 
Tinét. Myrrh, 


Mel. Rolfe 44 7fs. M 
ft. ee 


174 Practice or Puysic: 


- be removed moft readily, by employing fudorifics 
at the fame time with mercury. About a quart of 
the decoétum: farfaparilla compofitum, “or of the 
Lifbon diet drink *, the qualities of which have been 
the fubject of fo much encomium, may therefore be 
drank daily with this view. In preparing this laft; 
the powdered antimony and pumice ftone are to be 
tied in feparate pieces of rag, and boiled along with 
the other ingredients. It is probable that the ope- 
ration of thefe medicines, where the patient is not 
under a falivation, may be affifted by going into a 
warm bath now and then; but in having recourfe to 
this remedy, the patient muft obferve the ¢reateft pre- 
caution not to take cold, by wrapping himfelf up 
‘in very warm cloathing on his coming out-of the 
bath. 

If the pains are fo fevere as to prevent his reff 
by night, he fhould take an opiate f on going 
to bed. | 

Nodes on the bones, are tobe relieved by rub- 
bing them every night, with a fmall quantity of mer- 
curial ointment, or by wearing a plafter of the fame 
nature over them; affifted by a decoétion of thé 
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woods, or mezereon*, together with opiates, where 
the pain Is great. i 

In inveterate cafes, where the furface of sie bone 
becomes carious, it then will be found neceffary 
either to make an inciffion through the whole leneth 
of the difeafed part, or to apply a cauftic to it Abit 
the purpofe of procuring an exfoliation; but this laf 
will require great caution and fkill, and in applying it; 
fome expertnefs will be requifite, to prevent It from 
{preading to a greater extent, than what is intended, 
or may really be neceflary. 

When verucz arife, they fhould either be cut off. 
and afterwards be rubbed with blue vitriol, or elf 
be touched with cauftic; or fome of the other reme- 
dies advifed under the head of Gonorrhea, i in fuch 
aections, 

_Ophthalmia fenacdimne’ prevails as a confequence 
of fyphilis, and requires a topical treatment. Where 
the eyes are much inflamed, it will be advifable to 
apply two or three leeches to each temple, and like- 
wife to give one or two cooling purgatives. Should 
the inflammation and pain not abate, we may then 
apply a large blifter to the back of the neck, or a 
fmall one behind each ear. Befides thefe méans, the 
eyes may be bathed two or three times a day with 
fome cooling collyrium, as advifed under the head 
of Ophthalmia, and the irritation of light be avoided 

either 
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either by confining the patient to a dark room, or ob- 
liging him to wear a large ereen fhade over his eyes. 

Where the.difeafe falls on the bones of the nofe, 
befides making ufe of mercury, with the decoétum 
farfaparilla compos. or the Lifbon diet drink, we’ 
fhould employ detergent lotions *, which may 
be applied to the parts by means of a fyringe. 
When combined with ulcerations of the tonfils, pa- 
late, or uvula, we muft likewife make ufe of fumi- 
gations and gareles, as before recommended. 

In thofe cafes, where great debility is indicated, 
either by the general fyftem, or by the appearance 
of ulcers of a phagedenic nature, we muft then 
omit the ufe of mercury for a time, and have re- 
courfe to the Peruvian bark, with wine, and a nu- 
tritive diet, remaving the patient at the fame time 
into a pure air, if his fituation is any way clofe or 
confined. Occurrences of this nature happen more 
frequently in hofpitals, than in private practice, and 
are owing, ina great meafure, to the vitiated alr 
which prevails in the wards fet apart for venereal 
patients. 

Other remedies have been recommended, as pof- 
fefling fpecific effects in fyphilis, befides mercury. 
‘Thefe are the oxygenated murtate of potafh and the 

fie different 
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different acids, but more particularly the nitrous or: 
nitric, which has been noticed in pointing out the 
proper treatment of chancres. It remains further 
to obferve, that from the many trials I have made 
of it, it appears to be well calculated to remove moft 
of the primary fymptoms of this difeafe, and'may 
therefore be ufed in all fuch cafes with fafety, and 
moft likely with the affurance of much advantage; 
but ina confirmed fyphilis, it ought never to be folely 
relied on. Its inefficacy in all fuch cafes has been 
fully fubftantiated, not only by Mr. Blair*, but by 
various other practitioners of eminence. Many allow. 
it, however, to poffefs a palliative power, and almoft 
all admit its falutary effects in remedying the difor- 


-. dered ftate of the fyftem, arifing from the exceffive 


ufe of mercury. 

With refpect to the nitric acid, and other new re= 
medies propofed as a fubftitute for mercury, in the 
cure of fyphilis, Mr. Blair expreffes himfelf in the 
following words : 

1{t. Dyfpeptic and debilitated venereal’ patients 
(if they be not heétical) almoft certainly receive be- 
nefit from a daily ufe of the acids, in conjunétion, 
or given alternately with mercury. They not only 
have their general ftrength and appetite improved, 
but are alfo enabled to Bear the proper quantity of 
mercury much better, than when it is adminiftered 
alone. 

adly. 


‘ '* See his Effay on the Venereal Difeafe, Part II, 
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adly. In eryfipelatous, phagedenic, languid, fif- 


tulous, and irritable ulcers, where no venereal infec- 
tion exifts, and where mercury would probably do 
harm, the diluted acids are fometimes aftonifhingly 
efficacious, employed externally as well as inter- 
nally. ) 

3dly. Old chronic pains, and tumors in the bones, 
ligaments, and membranous parts, have been allevi- 
ated by an internal ufe of the new remedies, efpect- 
ally when the fymptoms arofe from the mal-adminif- 
tration of mercury. 

4thly. The nitric lotion is often ferviceable in 
cafes of excoriated glans or prepuce, &c. accompa- 
nied with a puriform difcharge, where the degree of 
fwelling, pain, and inflammation are inconfiderable; 
but the common faturnine wafh appears to be equal- 
ly beneficial, and has the advantage of never in- 
creafing the inflammatory fymptoms. 

thly. Gonorrhea and leucorrhoea may now rand : 
then be removed by the acids, employed internally,‘ 
or by injection; but they often will produce a trou- 
blefome dyfuria, and are not fo certain in arrefting 
thofe difcharges, as the common means of cure. 

6thly. Buboes, tending to fuppuratien, and indu- 
rated lvmphatic glands, have fometimes been dif- 
perfed by thefe medicines; but in this refpect, like- 
wife, they are inferior to other modes of treat-— 
ment. 

athly. Although the refult of my own experience 
has not Seen me to perfitt i in the ufe of M. 
Aylon’ aoe payaenatedd lard,” feveral practitioners 
in London have compofed an ointment (impreg- 

nated 
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nated with nitrous acid) which is highly ferviceable 
in herpetic, impetiginous, and itchy eruptions. In 
fuch cafes, I have repeatedly feen good effects from 
the nitric mixture and lotion. 

8thly. Moft of the local inconveniences which 
arife from an incautious ufe of mercury, fuch as ul- 
cerated cheeks, {welled tongue, fpongy gums, loofe 
teeth, foetid breath, and profufe falivation (however 
paradoxical it may feem) have been more fpeedily 
and effectually relieved by the internal exhibition of 
the acids, than by any other medical treatment hi- 
therto employed; io that for thefe purpofes, I now 
truft to them confidently, and almoft exclufively. 

gthly. Under no circumftances of difeafe, or 
peculiarity of conftitution, has the oxygenated muri- 
ate of potafh appeared to me preferable to the acids ; 
but on the contrary, the latter have proved much 
more beneficial, and lefs injurious to the fyitem, than 
the former. This remark, perhaps, will hold equally 
true of the oxygen gas; refpecting which, however, 
the evidence is at prefent too defective to ground 
any folid conclufion upon. I think, alfo, that very 
little reliance can be placed in the nitric acid bath, 


except for fome cutaneous affections. 


rothly. I have never derived any manifeft advan~ 
tage from increafing the daily quanzity of the acids 
to more than two drams; and incommon, I find one 
meafured dram fufficient, either diluted in plain wa- 
ter, or qualified with fyrup, opium, or ardent ipirits. 
For a lotion or injection, I mix fiom twenty to fixty 
drops of the concentrated acid, with a pint of pure 
_ water. 
ns rithly. 


_ Fin 
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rithly. Of all the different acids, I have feen moft. 
benefit from the nitrous or nitric. The latter is more 
palatable, though not more efficacious than the for- 
mer; but in certain conftitutions none of the acids 
willagree, and in fome cafes, efpecially where con- 
fiderable inflammation exifts, it is highly improper 
to exhibit them. When they did not /peedily im- 
prove the appetite, and afford an increafe of vigour, 
| have feldom feen any future benefit to the general 
health from their continued exhibition. : 
12thly. Where “ the faline antifyphilitics,” as they 
are called, have difagreed, fome of the following 
unpleafant confequences enfued: viz. violent vo- 
miting, flatulency, cardialgia, eroding pains in the 
ftomach, diarrhoea, dyfentery, obftinate conttipation, 
heat in the bowels, conftant itching of the fkin, mi- 
liary eruptions, univerfal tremor, frequent cold fhi- 
vering, extreme giddinefs, throbbing in the head, dif- 
ordered intellect, erethifmus, irregular palpitation of 
the heart, intermitting and quick pulfe, dyfpneea, ar- 
dor urinz, forcing pain of the uterus, diminifhed:or 
fuppreffed fecretion of. bile, fpitting of blood, he- 
merrhage from the nofe, ophthalmia, and phloeiftic: 
diathefis; to which may be added (in fome few ex- 
amples) an injurious. effect on the enamel of the. — 
teeth, inflamed lips, fwelled cheeks, deep ulcers of 

the tongue, and copious ptyalifm. — : 
13thly. L regard the chemical explanation which 
has generally been given of the modus operandi of 
the new remedies, and of mercury, in the venereal 
difeafe, as entirely hypothetical. But whatever be 
their refpective mode of action, their fenfible effects 
8 : are 


CrassIII. Of Cacnectic Drspaszs. 181 


are not ftrictly analogous to each other; for the fali- 
vation now and then arifing from a free ufe of the 
acids, 1s very different from a mercurial. ptyalifm, 
being unaccompanied with loofenefs of the teeth, 
fpongy gums, or foetid breath; and their conftitu- 
tional effects, in many particulars, feem of an oppo- 
fite nature from thofe which are experienced by a 
lone continued courfe of mercury. 
Such are the fentiments entertained by Mr. Blair, 
with refpect toa ufe of the acids, | 
The lobelia, or blue cardinal, is another new re- 
medy which of late has been recommended for the 
cure of fyphilis; but its effects are by no means fuf- 
ficiently eftablifhed to place any great dependance 
upon it. It is givenin the form of decoction *, the 
patient beginning with half a pint twiceaday. After 
fome little time, the fame quantity is then to be ta- 
ken four times a day; and to be continued fo long 
as its purgative effect is not too confiderable. When 
the cafe is otherwile, it is to be difcontinued for three 
or four days, and then to be had recourie to again 
till the cure 1s completed, 
_ The effects of this decoction are evidently purga- 
tive, as will be obferved from what has juft been 
mentioned. 
Another new remedy is, the decoctum Aftragali t, 
which 


* &. Rad. Lobeliz Syphilitic. Siccas Manip. j. 
Aq. Diftillate t6xij. Coque ad thviyj. ~ 


+ KR. Rad. Aftragal. Excapi 3}, 
Aq. Fontan. tbiij. Coq. 
ad bij. Bibat. in die. 
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which has been very extenfively ufed in Germany, 
and is faid to poflefs very powerful effects as an anti- 
fyphilitic. For a more particular account of its vir+ 
tues, I muft beg leave to refer the reader to the Lon- 
don Medical Journal. 

The decoftum dulcamare * is likewife anothernew 
remedy which is highly fpoken of in anomalous dif- 
eafes, originating in lues venerea, ‘The dofe is half 
a pint in twenty-four hours, mixed with an equal 
quantity of milk. : | : 

The treatment of fyphilis in infants, is noticed 
amoneft the other difeafes to which they are fub-_ 
ject. . 


Of the SIBBENS. 


Siszens or fivvins, is a difeafe which appears to 
be confined to the Weft of Scotland, and feems to 
have been firft noticed by Dr. Gilchrift, who obferves, 
that its fpreading is chiefly owing to a negleé& of 
cleanlinefs, From the report of others, we are in- 
formed that it is commonly got by drinking from the 
fame cup, fleeping in the fame bed, or handling the 
fores of fuch as labour under it. 

The firft appearances of the difeafe are ufually to 
be obferved in fuperficial ulcerations on the tonfils 
and uvula, together with an aphthous eruption in the 


infide 


*, XR. Stipitum. Dulcam. Recent. ij. 
_Aq. Fontan. dbiv. Coq. 
dd tbij. et Col. 
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 infide of the mouth, cheeks, and lips. Sometimes a 


hoarfenefs attends this {tate of the parts, and excref- 
fences, fimilar to a rafpberry, arife from them. From 
thefe the name of Sibbens is derived. 

Soon after the affection of the mouth has taken 
place, fmall puftules are to be difcovered on the fkin, 
which break after a time, and leave behind them a 
dry livid cruft, beneath which, ulcers form that bear 
fome refemblance to a chancre, as they {pread more 
in depth than in breadth. 

Inftead of ulcerations, colleétions of matter in the 
form of boils, or critical abcefies, fometimes appear. 
in different parts, which ‘degenerate into fores of a 
fuperficial kind, difcharging a thin acrid fecretion. 
Thefe are foon filled up with a fungous excreffence, 
which, as happens in the yaws, fhoot up in the form 
of a rafpberry, like thofe of the mouth and 
throat. 

It is feldom that the bones become aflecied in con- 
fequence of the fibbens; but in fome cafes, the grifly 
parts of the nofe ‘have fuffered by erofion. 

By the natives, the difeafe has been fuppofed to 
have fome connexion with the itch; by others it has 
been thought to bear a great affinity to fyphylis; bus 
undoubtedly it has a greater refemblance to the yaws 
than to any other dicate whatever, and might pofti- 
bly have been introduced into the Weft a Scotland 
by fome perfon from the coatt of Africa or the Weft~ 
Indies, where it is a very prevalent diforder, being, 
however, chiefly confined to negroes and perfons of: 
colour. 

N4 Sibbens 
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Sibbens is to be cured exactly in the fame man- 
ner as the yaws, both as to its topical and conftitu- 
tional treatment. 


: 


Of the YAWS, 
er 


FRAMBQGSIA. 


"Tutsis a very common difeafe amongft the negroes 
in our fugar colonies, and imported, no doubt, ori- 
ginally from Africa. Itis of a very contagious na- 
ture, and may be quickly propagated by cohabiting, 
or otherwife coming in contact with fuch as:are af- 
fected with it; hence, although white people do not 
feem {fo fufceptible of its influence as thofe of colour, 
they neverthelefs fometimes become tainted. 

The difeafe comes on without much previous in. 
difpofition, but on a fudden, fmall {pots or pimples, 
not larger than the head of a pin, make their appear- 
ance on the fkin, and thefe increafe daily in fize, and 
become very protuberant. On the {kin being abra- __ 
ded, there is found beneath them, inftead of matter, 
a white ough, which feparates, and difcovers, grow- 
ing from the cutis, a red fubftance of different fizes, 
but always preferving ‘n its form the appearance of 

a {mall 


Crass IIT.: Of Cacuectic Diseases. 185 


a fmall mulberry or rafpberry. Particular parts of 
the body, fuch as the face, arm-pits, groins, puden- 
da, and anus, are obferved to be more ufually the feat 
of the difeafe than any others, There they appear 
largeft, and their number is commonly proportioned 
to their fize, being feweft where they are large, and 
numerous where they are {maill. 

As the difeafe advances in its progrefs, the hairs 
on the parts affected become white, and an ichorous 
matter is difcharged from the excreflences, which, 
by lodging on the fkin, and becoming dry, gives it 
a very loathfome appearance. : 

The duration of the yaws is very uncertain, but is 
generally fuppofed to depend a good deal on the ha- 
bit of body, at the time of receiving the infetion. 

In fome cafes, they arrive at their full fize and ma- 
turity in the fpace of four or five weeks; but in 
others, they have taken two or three months. No 
perfon is ever liable to the difeafe a fecond time. 

Where a judicious mode of treatment has been 
adopted, the yaws, although a very loathfome com- 
plaint, feldom proves either difficult or tedious of 
cure, and even in the worft of cafés, is never attend 
ed with immediate danger; but where the eruptions 
have been repelled into the fyitem by external appli- 
cations, or too early a ufe of mercury has been re- 
forted to, the cure is often greatly protracted, and in 
fome cafes rendered uncertain. Where the difeafe 
has been fuffered to purfue its courfe without any af- 
fiftance, foul ulcers of a confiderable extent are apt 
to be formed, which induce great debility, and often 
occalion a caries of the bones. 


Having 
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Having clearly afcertained the diforder to be the 
yaws, the negro ought to be fent immediately to 
dome very private part of the eftate, where he can 
have no poffible communication with fuch as have 
never had it. This precaution is by no means fuf 
ficiently attended to, as thofe who labour under the 
difeafe are too frequenily fuffered to affociate and_ 
nx in friendiy. intercourfe. with other negroes, by 
which means it is propagated from one to another, 
inftead of being eradicated. 

During the eruptive flage of the difeafe, we are 
to afaft the efforts of nature in determining the 

5 
noxious matter to the furface of the body, by giving 
fome mild diaphoretic *, which may be wathed 
down with about half a pint of the decoétum farfa- . 
parillze compofitum. — With thefe remedies the pa- 
tient {hould make ufe of a warm bath about twice 
a week, confining himleif at the fame time to a ve- 
_ getable die : 

Ia the oe ftage eo difeate, where the erup- 
tions begin to dry cf, it may be advifeable to em- 
ploy mercury, fo as to produce an alterative effect. 
A weak folution of the hydrargyrus muriatus f, is 

: the 


es 


* py. Pulv. Contrayerv. gr. x. | t R. Hydrargyr. Muriat Qrilf. 


Camphor. gr. 13. Spirit. Vin. Ten. Zvj. M. 
Flores. Sulph, er.xv. Cochl. ampl. i. mane et vefp. 
Syr. Simpl. q. s. M. fuinend, 
fc, Bolus mane et noc. fomendus. ee ae 
Fel R.Hydrargyr, eas ShXxv, 
R. Pulv. Gum. Goaiae, Bite. spirit. Vin. Gal. 7 
wee Antimonial. gy. ij. Vin. Antimon. 
Flor. Sulphur. gr. xv. Tint. Opiiaa 3j. M. 
Theriac, Simpl, q..c. M. Capiat guttas xx.—-xxx, mane 


A; Bolus, , et nocte quotidie. 
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the medicine which | have found to anfwer beft on 
this occafion, and in order to difguife its naufeous 
tafte, it may be given in a little milk. The decoc- 
tum farfaparilla compos. may be ufed at the fame_ 
time. Both are to be continued until the fcabs be- 
come perfectly dry and fall off; at which period 
they are to be omitted, and then a few dofes of fea~ 
water, or fome other gentle purgative, fhould be 
given. If the mouth becomes much affected by the 
mercury, its ufe muft either be diicontinued for a 
time, or the dofe be leffened. | 

It generally happens that there remains one large 
eruption after all the reft have dried away. ‘This is 
called the mafter yaw, and is obferved to rife confi- 
derably above the fkin in a.red fungus, which at 
laft degenerates into a foul ulcer, and difcharges an 
ichorous matter. The beft application for the cure 
of this is, the unguentum hydrargyri nitrati. 

From the thicknefs of the cuticle in the feet, 
when the yaws appear there, the difcharge is apt to 
be confined. When they break, they are difficult 
to heal, often ulcerating the whole fole, and thereby 
rendering the perfon incapable of walking; thefe 
are called the crab yaws. A poultice of the freth 
cafiava root, which is of the narcotic tribe, is the bef 
application in fach cafes. ; 

Hard fwellings of a very painful nature fometimes 
appear likewife in the foles of the feet,.as a confe- 
quence of the yaws, and occafion lamenefs. To re- » 
move them, the patient fhould bathe his feet in 
warm water until the fwellings become fomewhat 
foft ; they chen fhould be feared with an hot iron, 

which 


ae 
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which prodtices an efchar and fore that is readily 


healed by dreffing it with verdigrife powder, or 
fome other gentle efcharotic. 


Thoculation has been propofed for this difeafe, 


and probably might be as fuccefsful as in the vac- 


cine pock and {mall pox; but as many negroes pafs 


through life without the yaws, and they never prove 


fatal when judicioufly treated, it is not likely that 
owners of Weft India eftates will be ready to fub- 
mit tothe unneceflary lofs of labour, which would 
be incurred by having recourfe to the operation, the _ 
difeafe requiring in fome cafes two or three months 

to @o through its regular courfe. 


Of the ELEPHANTIASIS, 


Turs difeafe evidently derives its name fiom the 
appearance which the leg and foot put on at an ad- 
vanced period. The cells of the adipofe membrane, 
which cover and connect the mufcular fibres of 
thefe parts, feem to be its feat. In moft inftances, 
itis confined to one leg, but I have met with cafes. 


*where both were affected. 


Elephantiafis has generally been fuppoled to arife 


‘in coniequence of fome flight attack of fever, on the 


-ceffation of which, the morbid matter falls on the 


leo, and occafions a diftention and tumefaction of 


the limb, which is afterwards overfpread with uneven 


lumps 
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Jumps and deep fiflures. By fome authors, it has 
been confidered as a fpecies of leprofy, but it often 
fubfifts for many years without being accompanied 
with any of the fymptoms which characterize that 
difeafe, as I have feen in many inftances. | 

It fometimes comes on gradually without much 
previous indifpofition, but more generally the per- 
fon is feized with a coldnefs and fhivering, pains in. 
the head, back, and loins, and fome degree of nau- 
fea. A flight fever then enfues, and a fevere pain 
is felt in dne of. the inguinal glands, which aftert 
fhort time becomes hard, fwelled, and inflamed. 
No fuppuration however enfues, but a red ftreak 
may be obferved running down the thigh from the 
fwelled gland to the leg. As the igilanta hie in- 
creafes in all the parts, the fever generally abates, 
and perhaps after two or three days continuance, 
goes off. It however returns again at uncertain pe- 
riods, leaving the lee ereatly {welled with varicous 
turgid veins, “te {kin ‘rough and rugged, and a thick- 
ued membrana cellulofa. Scales appear alfo on 
the furface, which do not fall off, but are enlarged by 
‘the increafing thicknefs of the membranes ; uneven. 
lumps, with deep fiflures are formed, and the leg 
and foot become at laft of an enormous fize. 

A perfon may labour under this difeafe many 
years. without finding much alteration in the genéral 
health, except during the continuance of the attacks,: 
and perhaps the chief inconvenience he will expe- 
rience, is the enormous bulky leg which he drags 
about with him. ‘The iB ocaene aime has indeed ia- 
duced many who have laboured under the difeafe 

to 
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to fubmit to an amputation, but the operation fel- 
dom proves a radical cure, as the other leg fre- 
quently becomes affected. 

Hillary obferves*, that he never faw both legs 
{welled at the fame time. Inftances where they 
have alike acquired a frightful and prodigious fize, 
have, however, fhewiutly fallen under the obfer- 
vation of other phyficians. 

Although the fever, which precedes the inflamma- 
tory affection of the groin fometimes runs high, ftill it 
never will be neceffary to have recourfe to the lancet 
in order to moderate it. Should any great degree 
of naufea prevail, it may be advifeable to give an 
emetic, and after its operation, if the body fhould 
be coftive, fome gentle purgative may be adminif- 
tered. 

‘To promote a moderate perfpiration, the dtipho: 
retics advifed under the head of Simple Fever may 
be prefcribed ; to affift the effect of which, the pati- 
ent fhould drink plentifully of warm diluting liquors. 
The parts affected are to be well fomented with 
cloths dipped in a warm infufien of emollient herbs, 
and afterwards be wrapped up in flannel. | 

When the fever goes off, the cinchona may be 
given with adv authors and it is probable that an if- 
fue put into the thigh might be ferviceable. 

If fuitable means have been neglected on the firft 
attack of the difeafe, and the leg eas become much © 

cate 


@ Sce his Treatife on the Difeafes of Barbadoes. 
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enlarged, with a fcaly and irregular furface, no cure 
can be expected. It ts probable, however, that gen- 
tle alteratives *, with warm bathing, might fomewhat 
retard its progrefs. The decoét. farfaparille, me- 
zerei, or lobelize fyphiliticae (fee Lues and Leprofy) 
might alfo be ufed with advantage. 

It appears from fome late accounts, that the ar 
deo phyficians cure the elephantialis by the ufe of 
arfenic internally. They make it into pills with 
pepper in the following manner t+. 

Take of white arfenic fine and frefh one part, of 
picked black pepper fix parts. 

Let both be very well beaten together fora con- 
fiderable time in an iton:mortar, saa then reduced 
into an impalpable powder in one of ftone, with a 
{tone peftle; and thus completely levigated, a little 
water being mixed with them, make pills of them as 
large as tares or final pulfe, and keep them dry 3 in 
a fhady meee 

One of thefe pills muft be taken morning and 
evening, with fome betel leaf, or, in countries where 
this is not to be had, with cold water. If the body 
be cleanfed from foulnefs and obftructions by gentle 

cathartics 


4+ See Extraé from the ‘Afiatic Refearches, in the New Me- ) 
dical Journal for July. 


* RK. Sulph. Antimon. Pracipit. 9ij. 
Calome!, 9}. 
Pulv, Gum, Guaiac. 3}. 
Syrup Simpl. q. s. M. 
Fiant Pilule No. xxx. Capiat i. vel iij. mane ef ve! ipere 
guotidie cum 
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cathartics and bleeding, before the medicine is ad- 
miniftered, the remedy, we are told, will ack 
more {peedily. 

When an amputation of the difeafed limb is fub- 
mitted to, in confequence of the great encumbrance, 
"a proper difcharge fhould, for very obvious reafons, 
be promoted from the other leg by means of an iffue, — 
or from the end of the ftump isfell, provided the am- 
putation has been made below the knee. - 


Of the LEPROSY, 
or 


LEPRA. 


Leprosy confifts in an eruption of copper-ca- 
loured fpots difperfed over various parts of the body, 
with fome degree of infenfibility in thefe, together 
with a glofly and fcaly appearance of the {kin, 
thickening of the lobes of the ears, falling of the 
hair, hoarfenefs of the voice, offenfivenefs of the 
breath, and ulcerations in various 5 ados | 
Monfieur Sonnini informs us*, that the leprofy, 
whatever may be its nature, is.not in Egypt confi- 


dered 


® See his Travels through Egypr; Pe 559: 
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dered as a contagious difeafe, and that lepers are not 

there, as in Turkey, fecluded from fociety. The 

Feyptians take no precaution to preferve themfelves | 
from infe€tion, nor do they confider that this indif- _ 
ference is attended with the fmalleft danger. In fo 
doing, I muft fay they lay under a great error, as 
the difeafe is very readily propagated from one as 
fon to another by contact or cohabitation. 

He further mentions, that from a variety of ob- 
fervations, it appears, that perfons afflicted with the 
leprofy have ardent difpofitions. towards the phyfical 
inftances of love, and he quotes an inftance of aleper, 
who, on the very night of his death, was feveral times _ 
hurried away by the warmth of his temperament. 
He tells us, he has noticed at Canea, in the ifland of 
Candia, great numbers of lepers, both men and wo- 
men, banifhed without the gates of the city in mi- 
’ ferable hovels, where they abandoned themfelves 
to the greateft excefles of voluptuous irritation. 
They were fometimes to be feen fatisfying their dif- 
 gufting and impetuous luft in open day, by the fide 
of the roads leading to the town near which they 
lived ; but he obferves it is only thofe who are trou- 
bled with that fpecies of leprofy which is confined 
to the joints, that have this difpofition to venery. | 
Thofe afflicted with the other fpecies of leprofy, 
which Hillary has diftinguifhed in his Treatife on 
the Difeafes of Barbadoes, under the title of the 
Leprofy of the Arabs, have no fuch propenfity. 
The fufferings thefe undergo deprive them at 
once of every kind of defire as well as of the 
means of gratification, fuppofing they even poffefled ~ 

Vou. IL. O the 
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the power. This remark of Monfieur Sonnini feerné 
well founded, as I have myfelf frequently cbferved 
an immoderate propenfity in lepers to venery. 

The difeafe arifes frequently from an hereditary 
taint, being in that cafe entailed from one genera- 
tion on another; but it more commonly proceeds 
from infection, communicated either by cohabiting, 
or otherwife coming in contact with thofe who la- 
bour under it ina high degree. That the pre-dil- 
pofition to the leprofy is often derived from the pa- 
rents, I have had the moft convincing proofs, hav- 
ing feen it affect many perfons of one family, although 
they have been kept apart from each other. 

It fhews itfelf in numerous copper coloured fpots 
| difperfed over the whole body, which are attended 
with a degree of infenfibility, and thefe keep in- 
creafing gradually both in fize and number, perhaps, 
for fome months, without eccafioning any great al-- 
teration in the general flate of health. As the dit 
eafe advances however, the fkin begins to grow | 
rough and f{caly, the features of the “face bint 
greatly enlarged, efpecially above the eye-brows, the 
hairs of which, and the beard, fall off; the ale of 
the nofe {well and become fcabby, the noftrils ulce- 
rate, the voice is hoarfe, and the pronunciation nafal, — 
the lobes of the ears are greatly thickened, and af- 

feted with tubercles and dry feabs ; and fometimes 
ulcers are produced upon the fingers and. toes, which 
at laft feparate joint after joint; the breath is highly 
offenfive, fetid virulent fores arife in various parts 
of the body, which becomes at length a putrid mafs ; 
) Mi 
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it waftes daily, and nature at sees finks under the 
weight of mifery. 

This i is the form under wich the leprofy i is ufually 
met with in warm climates amonett negroes, a race 
of people feemingly more liable to its attacks than 
whites ; but in this and other cold climates, it always 
appears under a much milder form, and is never at- 
tended with the violent fymptoms juft enumerated, 
{eeming to be merely a local difeafe of the cutis, its 
-veffels, and glands. 

Although, by paying a proper attention to regi- 
men, and adaahiterins alteratives, we may be able 
fomewhat to retard the proerefs of the difeafe, and 
thereby prolong the life of the patient, ftill when 
the habit becomes generally tainted, all means will 
be likely to prove ineficacious. When it arrives at 
the ftage of ulceration, it is Le infectious by 
conde : 

In diffections of leprofy, all ine organs have been 
difcovered in a ftate of putrefcency, except fne= 
heart. 

If any relief is to be afforded in this difeafe, it is 
chiefly to be obtained by the regular and rigid ob- 
| fervance of a vegetable diet, commenced on the firft 
appearance of its approach. As foon therefore as 
any fymptom of it is obferved, the patient fhould be 
_debarred from fifh, butter, and all forts of animal 
food whatever, fubftituting fruits and vegetables of 
all kinds, and.this courfe ought to be. perfifted in 
for the remainder of his life. At the fame time 
that he gives up the ufe of animal food, he ought 
likewife to avoid all heating liquors, fuch as wine and 

“i 2 ae bax Iva: 
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fpirits. Befides paying much attention to diet, he 
is likewife to take a due proportion of moderate 
exercife, and to keep his body regularly open. 
Small dofes of mereury have been given at an 
early period of the difeafe, but I cannot fay I ever 
faw any good effect derived from their ufe. A fo- 
lution of corrofive fublimate and Plummer’s pill *, 
are the preparations moft in repute, and with thefe 
the patient may drink about a pint a day of the 
decoctum farfaparille compos. It is faid that a 
decoction of elm bark taken in the fame quantity 
daily, has proved highly ferviceable in fome cafes 
of incipient leprofy. A beer made from the effence 
of fpruce fermented with molaffes or fyrup, and ufed 
for ordinary drink, has likewife proved ufeful in 
fome inftances. 
Strange remedies, fuch as viper and lizard broths 
-have been recommended in the cure of leprofy, but 
on all the trials which I have known made with 
them, they proved wholly inefficacious. - 
Arfenic has lately been propofed as a remedy, 
- which we are given to underftand is much ufed in 
ffia in this diforder, Dr. Fowler’s drops, as men- 
tioned under the head of Intermittents, or the pills 
as advifed under that of Elephantiafis, may be em- 
ployed, fhould we with to make trial of it. 
.- To prevent the leprofy from fpreading, it will be | 
'.neceflary to avoid any kind of clofe communication 
with 


* B. Calomel Preparat. 
- Sulph. Antimon. Prascip. aa 3}. 
, Guaiac. Gumm, Refin. 31). 
Bals. Copaib. q..s. M. 3 
fiant Pilule lx, Capiat. iemiv. hora decubitus. — 
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with perfons who are infected. It is too cuftomary 
with proprietors and managers of eftates in the co- 
lonies to turn fuch negroes adrift on the public, and 
being thus exonerated from labour and fervitude, 
they range about, and infect all thefe with whom 
they either cohabit or affociate. It 1s true, indeed, 
that the legiflative body in many of the iflands has 
enacted laws for the prevention of this evil; but 
from a negleét in the magittrates and conflables to 
enforce them, they are wholly difregarded, and the 
difeafe has become a very frequent one. 

The mild fpecies of leprofy met with in cold cli- 
mates, isto be removed by {mall dofes of mercury 
given fo as to produce an alterative effect, affitted 
by a decoétion of the woods, mezereon, lobelia fyphi- 
litica, and the decoét. dulcamarz: or decoét. aftragali, 
as mentioned under the head of Syphilis. hefe 
will cleanfe and foften the fkin. Harrogate water 
has been found very ferviceable, not only ina great 
variety of cutaneous complaints of a trifling nature, 
but likewife in many of the more obftinate and 
painful diforders of the fkin, fuch as the elephantiafis 
and leprous eruption. Thefe complaints receive 
material advantage in the ufe of the warm bath, 
which accordingly makes part of the plan of cure ; 
and during its ufe, very moderate dofes of the water 
warmed, and repeated at proper intervals, will ma- 
terially affift in keeping up that full perfpiraticn 
which is promoted by the bathing, and always kept 
up for fome hours, by confining the patient in 
bed after immerfion, wrapped up in flannel. Inithis 
refpect, however, the cold fulphureous waters are 
not fo advantageous as thofe which are naturally 

Ogre hot 
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hot; for the former, in being artificially warmed, 
mutt lofe fome of the (aint repee gas, on which” 
part of their.efficacy, even when applied externally, 
muft depend; but we have no natural fprings of 
this kind in our country. They are, however, to be 
met with at Aix la Chapelle in Germany, and in our 
-two colonies, the iflands of Jamaica and Nevis. 
Perfons refident in thefe places, who labour under 
_leprous eruptions, fhould not fail to avail themfelves 
of the advantages to be derived from thefe waters. 
We are informed by Dr. Kinglake * that, in fe- 
veral cafes of chronic eruption on the cuticular fur- 
face, which had refifted the warm bath, the internal 
and external ufe of the corrofive muriat of mercury, 
antimonials, guaicum, and likewile the nitrous acid, 
he performed complete cures by giving the patient 
ten drops of the fulphuric acid three times a day in 
a tea-cupfull, of pure water, and by wafhing the 
eruptions with a folution of the fame mixed in wa- 
ter, in the proportion of half a drachm of the former. 
to one pint of the latter. This was done by dipping 
a fmall piece of linen in the liquid, ‘and moiftening 
with it the parts affected. He obferved that, the 
. external application was productive of fevere pain 
at firft, but this inconvenience daily diminithed. 
The dofe of fulphuric acid above-mentioned is cal- 
culated for a child ofthree years of age, but adults 
may take thirty drops thrice a day i in half a pint of 
water, gradually increafing the quantity to one or two 
sca-fgoonful ete PE attended with any purgative effect, 
a {mall addition of tinétura opii may be made. 


_# Sce Medical and Phyfical Journal, Vol. IV. p. 482. 
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Of the PLICA POLONICA, 
or 


PLAITED HAIR. 


"Tuts is a difeafe endemic in Poland, and the neizh- 
bouring countries,and inwhich a morbid matter is criti- 
cally depofited upon the hair, and binds it together 
infuch a manner, that to unravel it, is impoffibie. 
There is no certainty when, or where it firft arofe, 
but fome modern writers make the date of its 

origin 1337, and add, that ic came from Tartary. 
The exciting caufes of the difeafe are faid to be 
uncertain, as neither the air, water, nor food feem to 
have any effect on producing it; nor are cleanlinefs 
and regular combing of the hair any defence again 
it, Certain it is, however, that it prevails only among 
the lower clafs of people; whence fome have con- 
ceived that it is to be confidered merely as a confe- 
quence of uncleanlinefs. From fome obfervations 
made by Mr. Frederick Hoffman, furgeon to the 
Pruffian army, it appears that a predi{pofition to it 
may be tranfmitced from parents to their offspring, 
and he obferves* that as no othercaufe canbe affigned 
for 


—. 


* See his Obfervations on Plica Polonica, Vol. 1V. Part ii. 
of the Memoirs of the Literary and Philofophical Society of 


Vianchefter. : 
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| for the difeafe, itis probable, that ic arifes, accord-_ 
ing to the general opinion, from contagion ; a con- 
tagion which, like that of pfora, can be communi- 
cated by contact only. 

According to Monfieur de la Fontaine* the proxi- 
mate caule of the difeafe feems to be a peculiar mor- 
bid matter, which is clammy and acrid, has its feat 
in the lymph, and is depofited critically upon the hair. 
An opinion univerfally prevalent with the Polifh 
peafants is, that the difeafe is a falutary effort of 
nature to expel a morbid matter from the body, 
and that to interrupt the courfe of it, would be pro- 
ductive of danger; hence they make no attempt to 
cure, or even palliate the complaint. It is afferted 
that paralyfis, and even death itfelf, has fucceeded 
imprudent attempts to check the progrefs of the 
difeafe, in which refpect, it feems to bear fome ana: 
logy to various chronic cutaneous eruptions, 

Both fexes have been obferved to be equally liable 
to the attacks of plica, and when once produced, it 
continues the remainder of life. It ufually comes 
_ on during infancy, and but feldom after the age of 
twenty. Befides the human fpecies, other animals, 
fuch as the horfe, and thofe of the canine {pecies, as 
dogs, wolves, and foxes, are fubject to this com- 
plaint. | 
Tite 


’ 
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% See Article the Firft, Vol. the rf, of the Annals of Me- 
dicine for the Year 1796, sie Andrew Duncan, M. D, 
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The acceffion of the difeafe is in general preceded 
by irregular {paimodic affections, pains in different 
parts of the body, a flow fever, and various difeafes 
of the eyes, all which ceafe immediately on the ap- 
pearance of the plica*. Moft ufually the hairs 
of the head are alone affeCted, and that only in par- 
ticular parts. In thefe, the hairs grow confiderably 
longer than in the,reft, and are much knotted and en- 
tangled together; being alfo covered with the vifcid 
matter, which iffues from their roots, and which af- 
- fifts in gluing them together. — 

In proportion as the quantity of this eluten, and 
the implication of the hair increafes, it is ftill more 
and more difficult to clean and comb it; hence a de- 
gree of phthiarifis is produced, and the head con- 
tracts an extremely fetid ithell, to which, however, 
the Polifh peafants are fo much accuftomed, that they 
endure it without complaint, or any manifeft incons © 
venience. — 

The difeafe ufually continues for life, but is not 
found to be attended with fatal confequences, except. 
perhaps from an injudicious mode of treatment. 

In the beginning of the difeafe, we are recom- 
mended by Monf. de la Fontaine to employ refol- 
vent, attenuant, faponaceous, demuicent, and emol- 
lient remedies, to prepare the morbid matter for a 
crifis. If thefe be not fufficient, he adds, extra& of 
aconite, or cicuta, calomel, or fome antimonial. In 

general, 


* From the difeafe making its appearance in this manner, it . 
would probably have been better to have given it a place 
amongift the exanthemata. 
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general, he fays, antimony is a fpecific is this difeafe; 
If it be complicated with lues, corrofive fublimate 
produces the very beft effects, but falivation is highly 
detrimental in-every cafe. 

In order to bring about a crifis, we are advifed to 
make ufe of fudorifics. Thefe remedies can only be 
employed when no fever is prefent; in this cafe, blood 
“Jetting and evacuants muft be ufed very cautioufly, 
Monf. de la Fontaine compares the difeafe to the 
fmall-pox, and obferves that when the fever is too 
weak to produce the eruption, it muft be increafed 5 
when it istoo violent, it muft be diminifhed. Hence 
the ftrength of the patient mutt often be fupported 
with a generous diet. 

Exiernal remedies are almoft always proper and 
neceffary, fuch as the application of warmth to the 
head in the form of vapour, warm bath, or a decoc- 
tion of various plants. When the head-ach is vio- 
Jent, a folution of foap is often cf great ule. Si. 
napifms and blifters are likewife applied with advan- 
tage. | 

If the morbid matter be depofited on the furface 
of the body, it occafions malignant and obftinate 
fores, which give a great deal of trouble. Antimo- 
ny fhould always be an ingredient in whatever is ap- 
plied to thefe. If the matter has a tendency to de- 
pofite itfelf in the nails, it muft be encouraged by 
the application of ftimulants, fuch as tincture of can~ 
tharides, blifters, or by touching a frefh plica with 
the fingers. Againtt the vermin, hair-powder rub- 
bed with mercury, is the beft remedy. 

When all thefe means prove inadequate to pro- 

duce 
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duce the crifis, babeubiade of the difeafe will often 
effet it. This is performed by putting ona cap 
which has juft been worn by one who has a recent 
plica. After a complete crifis, the plica feparates 
from the head; and’ remains attached only by the 
found hair. If it has become dry, and all fymp- 
toms have ceafed, it may be cut off; on the contrary, 
if recent, and the fymptoms {till continue, its remo- 
val may be attended with great hazard, often induc-- 
ing other violent difeafes. 


Of the SCURVY, 
or 


SCORBUTUS. 


"Tue Scurvy is a difeafe of a putrid nature, much 
more prevalent in cold climates than in warm ones, 
and which chiefly affects failors, and fuch as are fhut 
up in befieged places, owing as 1s fuppofed to their 
being deprived of frefh provifions, and a due quan- 
tity of acefcent food, affifted by the prevalence of 
cold and moifture, and by fuch other caufes as deprefs 
the nervous energy, as indolence, confinement, want 
of exercife, neglect of cleanlinefs, much labour and 
fatioue, fadnefs, defpondency, &c. Thefe feveral 
qebilicating caufes, with the concurrence of a diet 
confifting 
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confifling principally of falted or putrefcent food, 
will be fure to produce this difeafe. It feems, how- 
ever, to depend more on a defect of nourifhment, 
than on a vitiated ftate ; and the reafon that falted 
provifions are fo productive of the fcurvy, is moft 
probably, becaufe they are drained of their nutri-« 
tious juices, which are extracted and run off in 
brine. As the difeafe is apt to become pretty gene- 
ral amongit the crew of a fhip, when it- has once 
made its appearance, it has been fuppofed by many 
to be of a contagious nature; but the conjecture © 
feems by no means well founded. | 
A preternatural faline ftate of the blood has been 
affigned as its proximate caufe. It has been con- 
tended by fome phyficians, that the primary morbid 
affection in this difeafe, is a debilitated ftate of the 
folids, arifing principally from the want of aliment. 
The {curvy comes on gradually, with heavinefs, 
wearinefs, and unwillingnefs to move about, together 
with dejection of {pirits, confiderable lois of ftrength, 
and debility. As it advances.in its progrefs, the 
countenance becomes fallow-and bloated, refpiration 
1s hurried on the leaft motion, the teeth become loofe, 
the gums are fpongy, the breath is very offenfive, li- 
vid fpots appear on different parts of the body, old 
wounds which have been long healed up, break out: 
afrefh, fevere wandering pains are felt, particularly © 
by night, the fkin is dry, the urine fmall in quantity, 
turning blue vegetable infufions of a green colour, 
and the pulfe is fmall, frequent, and towards the laft, 
intermitting; but the intellects are for the moft part 
clear and difting. 
| 3 2 By 
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By an aggravation of the fymptoms, the difeafe, 
in its laft ftage, exhibits a moft wretched appearance. 
The joints become fwelled and ftiff, the tendons of 
the legs are rigid and contracted, general emaciation 
enfues, hemorrhages break forth from different parts, 
fetid evacuations are difcharged by ftool, and a diar- 
rhoea or dyfentery arifes, which foon terminates the 
tragic {cene. 

Scurvy, as ufually met with on fhore, or where the 
perfon has not been expofed to the influence of the 
remote caufes before enumerated, is unattended by 
any violent fymptoms, as flight blotches with fcaly 
eruptions on different parts of the body, and a {pon- 
ginefs of the gums, are the chief ones to be ob- 
ferved. 

In forming our judgment as to the event of the 
difeafe, we are to be directed by the violence of the 
fymptoms, by the fituation of the patient with re- 
fpect to a vegetable diet, or other proper fubftitutes, 
by his former ftate of health, and by his conftitution 
not having been impaired by previous difeafes. 

Dilledtions of fcurvy have always difcovered the 
blood to be in a very diffolved itate. The thorax 
ufually contains more or lefs of a watery fluid, which 
in many cafes, poffeffes fo high a degree of acrimo- | 
ny, as to excoriate the hands by coming in contact 
with it. The cavity of the abdomen contains the 
fame kind of fluid. The lungs are black and pu- 
trid, and the heart itfelf has been found in a fimilat 
ftate, with its cavity filled with a corrupted fluid. 
Tn many eae the epiphyfes have been faund di- 
vided from' the bones, the cartilages feparated from 
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the ribs, and feveral of the bones iisratetves: dif 
folved by cariés.. The brain feldom fhews any marks 
of difeafe. 

From experimerits made on the blood and urine 
of fcorbutic patients, it appears that three ounces of 
blood, on cooling, confifted of two ounces of coagu- 
lum and one of ferum. The ¢oagulum conlifted of 
two parts, that onthe top, about the fixteenth of an 
inch, was,of a florid red, and tough ; that in the bot- 
tom, of adeep red, approaching to black, and eafily - 
divided. The ferum, with refpect to colour, was 
not uncommon. , Vinegar did ‘not alter the colour 
of the black part of the coagulum, By the addition 
of lemon juice, it became fomewhat lighter; on the 
admixture of a {olution of nitre in vinegar it became 
of a floridred; thé fame took place with nitre and 
lemon juice. By volatile alkali, and diluted vitriolic 
acid, the coagulum was turned black, and was again 
rendered florid by the addition of nitre in the juice 
of lemons, and in vinegar. 

To counteract the principal remote caufes of the 
difeafe, viz. the effect of falt provifions, and the 
want of frefh meat and vegetables, every fhip bound 
on a long voyage, fhould be fupplied with an ample 
ftore of flour, pearl barley, groats, peas, oatmeal, 
rice, fago, vermicelli, portable foup, potatoes, four 
krout (which is cabbage fermented with vinegar) rai- 
fins, currants, prunes, and other dried fruits, various 
fpices, many kinds of medicinal herbs, as balm, mint, 
penny royal, fage, &c. together with fugar, treacle, 
honey, effence of fpruce, and frefh wort. High en- 
comiuims have indeed been pafféd on the elicaey of 

this 


f 
Crass II]. Of Cacaretie Diszases: 204 


of this laft by all the navigators who have made trial 
of it, and they feem by no means to have been un- | 
worthily beftowed; but as its falubrious qualities are 
greatly impaired by its becoming damp and mouldy, 
every poffible care fhould be taken to prevent this 
from happening. 

_ Befides the articles which have been énumerated, 
the fhip fhould likewife be fupplied with a fufficient 
ftore of fpirituous and fermented liquors, as rum, 
brandy, beer, and porter, together with wine, cyder, 
vinegar, and other acids, but more particularly the 
concrete juice of lemons, limes, andoranges, together 
with thefe fruits in their natural ftate. 

If it can be avoided, falted provifions fhould by 
no means be conftantly ferved out to thecrew; but 
frefh animal food, with a due proportion of fuch fari- 
naceous fubftances as the fhip is f{upplied with, or of 
fuch frefh vegetables and fruits as have been procur- 
ed at whatever ports it may have touched, ought to 
be delivered out to the men. 

To preferve. them in health, it will further be 
neceffary to keep the fhip perfe@tly clean, and to 
have the different parts of it daily purified by a free 
admiffion of air, when the weather will admit of ir, 
‘and likewife by frequent fumigations agreeable to 
Dr. Carmichael Smith’s plan, as mentioned under 
the head of Putrid Fever. ‘This precaution will more 
particularly be neceffary for the purification of fuch 
places, as are remarkably clofe and confined. 

The coldnefs and moifture of the atmofphere are 
to be corrected by fufficient fires. 

Cleanlinefs on board of a thip is high y necefii lary 
ior 
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for the prefervation of the health of feamen ; but the 
cuftum of frequent fwabbings or wafhings between 
the decks, as is commonly practifed, is certainly in- 
jurious, and greatly favours the production of fcurvy 
and other difeales, by a conftant saa being 
kept up. 

The men fhould be made to air r their hammocks 
and bedding every fine day; they fhould wafh their 
bod.es often, and they fhould change their linen and 


other clothes frequently. In rainy weather, on being 


relieved from their duty on the deck by the fucceed- 
ing watch, they. fhould take off their wet clothes, 
inftead of keeping them on, and lying down with 
them, as they are too aptto do. In fine pleafant 
weather, and after their ufual duty is over, they 
fhould be indulged in any innocent amufement that 
will keep their minds, as well as bodies, in a ftate of 
pleafant activity, and perhaps none more proper 
than dancing, which makes a fiddle, or a pipe and 
tabour, a- del firable acquifition on board of every 
fhip bound on a long voyage. _ 

' No feamen labouring under any difeafe, efpecially 
one of a contagious nature, fhould be fuffered to re- 
main among{t thofe that are in health. On the 
contrary, he ought quickly to be removed to the 


hofpital or fick room, a place which every fhip that — 


has a number of men on board, fhould by all means 


be furnifhed with, and this fhould be fituated in 


an airy and dry part of it. 

Wohilft fpeaking of the means of preferving the health 
of feamen, it may not be improper to obferve, although 
not unperd atsly relating to the difeafe I am here 

treating 
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treating of, that in warm climates the crews of fhips 
are healthier at fea, when the air is dry and ferene, 
and the heat moderated by gentle breezes, than 
when rainy or damp weather prevails, and they 
ufually enjoy better health, when the fhip is moored 
at a confiderable diftance:from the fhore, and to 
windward of any marfhy ground or ftagnant wa- 
ters, than when it is anchored to leeward of thefe, 
and lays clofe in with the land. Mafters of vefiels 
ftationed on, or trading to any parts between the 
tropics, will therefore act prudently, when they have 
arrived at their deftined port, to anchor at a confie 
- derabie diftance from the fhore, and as far to wind- 
ward of all {wamps, pools and lakes as can conveni-~ 
ently be done, as the noxious vapours which will 
be wafted to the crew, when the fhip is in a ftation 
of this nature, will not fail to give rife to difeafes 
amoneft them. 

When unavoidably obliged to fubmit to fuch an 
inconvenience, fome means ought to be adopted to 
prevent any difagreeable confequences from enfuing. 
For this ee a large fail fhould be hoifted at the 
foremaft or moft windward part of the fhip, fo as 
to prevent the noxious vapours from coming abaft ; 
the cabin, fteerage, and between the decks fhould 
_ be fumigated now and then, and the feamen fhouid 
"be made to fmoke tobacco freely. 

_-Unilefs abfolutely neceffary, it will be improper 

to permit any of the crew to fleep from on board, 
when ftationed off an unhealthy fhore; but when 
neceflity obliges them to do fo, for the purpofes of 
wooding or watering, a tent or marquee fhould then 

Vou, II. ® be 
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be erected, if a proper houfe cannot be procured, 
_ and this fhould be pitched on the drieit and higheft 
{pot that can be found, being fo fituated as that the 
door fhall open towards the fea. Under cover of 
this, a fufficient number of hammocks are to be ful- 
pended forthe accommodation of the men by night, 
as they fhould by no means be fuffered to fleep on 
the ne 
If the tent happens reefoaseas i to be in the 

eighbourhood ofa morafs, or has unavoidably been 
pitched on flat moift ground, it will be advifeable to 
keep up a conftant fire in it by day, as well as by 
night; and as a further preventive againft thofe , 
malignant diforders which are apt to arife in fuch 
fituations, the men fhould be direéted to fmoke 
freely of-tobacco, and to take a wine-glafs full of the 
tinctura cort. Peruviani compofita every morning 

on an cae ftomach, and the fame quantity again 
at night. - sa 

Nothing is more produétive of difeafe in warm 

climates amenett feamen, than an immoderate ule of 
fpiritueus and fermented liquors, as they:are too apt, 
whilft under a ftate of intoxication, to repofe them- 
felves on the bare ground, where perhaps they lay 
<soee for many hours to the influence of the me- 
ridian fun, the heavy dews of the evening, or the 
damp chilling air of the night, The commander | 
of a fhip, who pays attention’to the health of his 
crew, will therefore take every poflible precau- 
tion to prevent his mén from being guilty of an ex-. 
cels of this nature, as likewife, that they do not lay 
Out 


/ 
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out in the open air, when overcome by fatigue and 
hard labour. | . 

When, from a want of the proper precautions bes 
fore pointed out, the fcurvy makes its appearance 
amoneft a number of men, be it on board of a fhip 
or in a clofe garrifon, we are then to counteract its 
effects, firft, by obviating the putrid ftate of the 
fyftem, and fecondly, by afterwards reftoring it to 
its former vigour. te 

The firft of thefe is to be accomplithed by a diet 
of freth animal and vegetable food, but more par- 
ticularly the latter, confifting of garden crefs, water 
crefs, muftard, horfe-radifh, common radifh, feurvy 
erafs, celery, endive, and lettuces, all of which 
may be eaten in their crude ftate, together with {pi- 
nach, beet, carrots, turnips, Gab babes: cauliflowers, 
brocoli, afparagus, the young fhoots of hops, &c. 
which may be prepared by any common procefs of 
cookery. To thefe may be added a free ufe of ripe 
fruits, efpecially thofe of the fubacid kind, fuch ag 
oranges, fhadocks, and others of this clafs. For or- 
dinary drink, the patient may ufe milk, or its pro- 
 ductions, as whey, butter-milk, &c. or elfe an in-. 
fufion of malt. 

_Such things are however only to be procured on 
fhore, and therefore cannot. be obtained for a fhip’s 
crew, unlefs they remain in port. When at fea, 
other fub&titutes muft be reforted to. 

One of the moft effeCtual of this kind has been 
» found to be lemon juice, which moft fhips belong- 
ing to government, and bound ona long voyage; 
are, I underftand, now fupplied with. Where frefh 

Px vege- 
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vegetables-are not to be obtained, we ought to have 
recourfe to this. To render its effets more certain, 
and prevent it from irritating the bowels, we fhould 
mix it with a fufficient quantity of water and fugar, 
which will make-a pleafant drink ufually known 
under the name of Sherbet. If a due. proportion 
of wine is added, it will render it ftill more anti- 
feptic. The quantity of juice ufed during the firft 
three or four days, ought not to exceed two ounces 
daily; but it may afterwards be increafed to three or 
four per diem. In Dr. Trotter’s Medicina Nau- 
tica, is inferted a letter from Mr. A. Baird, fur- 
eeon of the Hector fhip of war, communicating to 
him the wonderful benefit derived from the ufe of 
lemon juice in a voyage to and from the Eaft Indies, 
during which, although the {curvy became very pre- 
valent, he did not lofe a fingle man... His words 
are, “When I confider the alarming progrefs which 
« the {curvy was making among the Hector fhip’s 
“company, previous to the adminifteation of le- 
“mon juice as a preventive; the fudden check 
© that difeafe met with afterwards, and the powerful 
< effect of the acid in very bad cafes; I think 


& 


« 1 fhall not be accufed of prefumption, when ~ 
« JT pronounce it, if properly adminiftered, a moft _ 


© infallible remedy both in the cure and prevention 
© of fcurvy.” 


a 


| Where the fref juice cannot be procured, we 


may fubftitute with the gseateft advantage the citric 
acid in a concrete form, as prepared by Mr. Cox- 
well of Temple-bar.‘ We are informed by Dr. 

Trotter 


~ 


~ Crass ILL. Of Cacuzeric DisBaszes. 213 


Trotter *, that he has experienced its powers againft 
{curvy to be equal to any effect he has ever ob- 
ferved from the recent fruit, in its moft perfect ftate. 
Other practitioners have reported alike favoura- 
bly of it. It takes from fixteen to eighteen parts 
of water to bring the concrete acid to the ftandard 
of lemon juice. It is obtained after the manner of 
Scheele +, by combining the frefh vegetable acid 
with lime, and then precipitating again by means of | 
the vitriolic acid. 

It has been common to employ the foffil acids in 
this difeafe ; but there is fome reafon to doubt if they 
are of any fervice, and it is certain, they are not ef- 
fectual remedies. Moreover, they can hardly be 
thrown in, in fuch a quantity as to be ufeful anti- 
feptics. 

In a treatife on fcurvy by Mr. D. Patterfon, fur- 
geon to the navy, we are informed, that from cer- 
tain reafons, be was induced to try a folution of ni- 
tre in common vinegar, in feveral cafes of this dif- 
eafe, which with inexpreffible pleafure he faw to 
fucceed in every one of them ; and from frequent 
trials of it, he is convinced that the feurvy may be 
cured at fea, without the affiftance of recent vege- 
table matter. If this turns out as ftated, the dif 
covery will indeed prove of great national advan- 
tage. 

Mr. 


* See Medical and Phyfical Journal, Vol. IV. p. 154. 
+ See Crell’s Journal for 1784. 
ae pew 
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Mr. Patterfon fuppofes, that the good effects of 
nitre, in mitigating or removing the difeafe, are to 
be accounted for folely from the dephlogifticated or 
vital air, it contains, and that it may be rendered 
more oe by being combined with an acid. He 
allows common vinegar to be of little or no utility, 
when given by itfelf; yet fuppofes, that if it was 
charged with dephlogifticated or oxygen air, it might 
prove highly beneficial; and this he prefumes to be 
efrected by the addition of nitre. The following is 
his method of preparing sins new remedy, and mak~ 
ing ufe of it. | 

At firft, he diffolved two ounces of nitre in one 
quart of the fhip’s vinegar, and gave half an ounce 
of the folution (which he named acidum nitrofyum, 
or nitrous vinegar) to fome twice, to others thrice 
in the day, and as frequently bathed their: blotched 
and ulcerated limbs with the fame. From the good 
effect it had, and froma its not producing the fmalleft 
decree of naufea, colic, or diarrhoea, he was induced 
to augment the dofe to an ounce, and to repeat it as 
often as before. 3 

Finding by far the greater number of fcorbutics, 
who were under his charge, bore the -increafed dofe 
of the medicine, without experiencing the leaft un- 
eafinefs, he now, inftead of two, diffolved four ounces 
ofnitre in one quart of vinegar, and gave from half 
an ounce to two’ ounces of this ftrong Pee twice, 
thrice, or four times in the day, if they were either 
blotched, ftiff, or ulcerated. In this, manner, we 
are informed he continues to ufe it. 
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He adds, “ fome patients cannot bear the nitrous 
vinegar’ without the addition of water; while 
others, without the leaft inconveniency, bear it 
undiluted. The difcharge by ftool, or the pre- 
fence of gripes and naufta, guide me with reipect 
to increafing or duagianiles the dofe-of the ni- 
trous vinegar ; ‘but at the fame time, it 1s nota 

flicht degree either of naufea, colica, or diarrhea, 
that renders an alteration in the quantity of the 
medicine neceflary. To a great number of fcor- 
butic patients, eight ounces of this ftrong folution, | 


containing one ounce of nitre, have, in the courfe 


of the day, as long as fuch a quantity was necef- 
fary, been adminiftered to each with the greateft 
fuccefs. Alfo, a circumftance no lefs curious 
than pleafing, large and frequently repeated dofes 
of this medicine have been given in cafes of dy- 
fenteria fcorbutica, and inftead of increafing, I 
have always found it remove the difeafe. Some- 


‘ times, notwithftanding the free ufe of the nitrous 


vinegar, I have oe conftipation take place to 
a cont able degree, in which cafe, I have found 
intermediate dofes of crem. tarcari neceffary and 
highty advantageous. This very conftipated 
{late generally occurred where the difeafe was 
far advanced; but in a few particular cafes, in 
delicate habits, and where the difeafe was not far 
advanced, I have perceived even {mall dofes of the 
nitrous vinegar ruffle the ftomach and inteftines ; 
to prevent or remove which, I have found two, 


three, or four grains of camphor, with each dote 


of the medicine very effectual.” | 
a Pee The 
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The effects of the medicine are as follow : ‘* Dur- 
ing a courfe of the nitrous vinegar, the belly 1 in 
general i is kept gently lax, the difcharge of urine 
is increafed, and changes from an alcaline to a 
healthy nature; the fin becomes open and more 
agreeable to the touch; the chillinefs is changed to 
a “pleafing warmth ; and the pulfe acquires ftea- 
dinefs and healthy ftrength. Sleep comes to be 
more and more nari The fallow and the 
gloomy, is gradually changed into a clear and 
cheerful countenance. By degrees, the inflam- 
mation of the mouth and nofe fubfides ; the gums 
heal and get firm, ‘The lower extremities lofe, 
fafter than could have been fuppofed, their livid 
hue; they gradually become fofter, lefs painful, 
and more flexible, and ulcers put on a healthy ap- 
pearance and {kin over. ‘The great oppreffion 
about the breaft and ftomach gives way, and the 
cough and the breathing become lefs laborious. 
The appetite and the fenfe of tafte are reftored ; 
the depreffion of fpirits and the laffitude are not 
remembered ; the {trength increafes, and, at laft, . 
health returns.” 

My. Patterfon, in comparing the effect of vege- 


table acid with that of the nitrous vinegar, writes as 
follows: In the month of July 1794 at fea, a fmall 
quantity of limes were purchafed, by order of Ad- 
miral Murray, for the ufe of the feorbutics, at that 
time on board; but inftead of depending altogether 
on their power, I gave them only to a certain num- 
ber, on purpofe to compare their effe& with that 
of rhe nitrous vinegar, which was more generally 


adminiftered 5 
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adminiftered; and from what I have feen of both, 
and after having weighed all circumftances, [am at 
prefent inclined to-decide in favour of the latter. 

Such is the report made by Mr. Patterfonon the 
effect of thefe two acids; and as he feems to attri- 
bute the good effect of the remedy which he moft 
approves of, co the nitre it contains, and not to the 
vinegar, | beg leave to propofe the following query. 
Might not a ‘Plution of nitre in lemon or lime j juice 
(which of ‘themfelves are powerful remédies in 
_feurvy) be: preferable to a folution of it in vinegar,. 
or even to thefe acids, given by themfelves? 

By the means which have been pointed out, to- 
gether with fome other auxiliaries, fuch as fpruce 
beer, frefh infufions of malt or wort, fugar, and the 
fuccus cochleariz compofitus, we are induced to 
fuppofe that we fhall in moft cafes, even in thofe of a 
defperate nature, be able to obviate the putrid ten- 
dency of the fytem and effect a cure. Introducing 
oxygen into the fyftem, by any kind of means, may 
likewife prove a good auxiliary. 

In the courfe of the difeafe, particular fymptoms 
may however arife, which will require a feparate 
treatment. Pains of the belly are to be allayed by 
emollients and opiates; impeded refpiration by blif- 
ters, for bleeding is never tobe ufed; contractions of 
the hams and calves of the legs are to be relieved by 
fomenting the parts with warm vinegar and water, 
and by the application of emollient poultices ; fpon- 
ginefs cf the gums and loofenefs of the teeth are to 
be obviated by wathing the mouth frequently with 
aie | gargles 


eit 
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aargles of an aftringent and antifeptic nature *, and 
foul ulcers are to be cleanfed and healed by wathing 
them with lemon juice, ora tincture confifting of 
equal parts of that of myrrh and bark, and then dref- 
fing them with fome kind of digeftive ointment, or 
a poultice of forrell, Some navy furgeons report, 
that they have known the moft obiiaate ulcers of a 
fcorbutic nature cured by applying a pafte of oatmeal 
and water to them, the furface being fprinkled with — 
the agua lithargyri acetata. In very bad cafes of, 
ulceration, it is probable that the application either 
of the cataplafma effervefcens, or cataplafma carbo- 
nis, as mentioned under the head of Gangrene, might 
be attended with a very good effect. 

Dr. Harnefs, phyfician to the Britifh fleet in the 
Mediterranean fome fhort time ago, informs us ft, 
that after the failure of other remedies, in the cure of 
icorbutic ulcers, and thofe where there was a tend- 
ency to mortification, he found the application of the 
ga(tric fluid of graminiverous animals, to have been 
poner: of the haupict confequences. 

If, in the courfe of the difeafe, the belly fhould not 
be loofened by the ufe of frefh vegetables, and coftive- 
nefs prevails, we may then advife the taking a de-— 
coction of tamarinds with a little cream of tartar to 

obviate 


+ See Dr. Duncan’s Annals of Medicine for 1797. 
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| obviate it. Where the fkin is dry and pacrhed, a 


gentle diaphorefis may be excited by 'a decoétion 
6f the woods joined with antimony, as adviled i in 


_lues venerea. 


~ 


To anfwer the Ligand indication of reftoring the 
ince vigour of the fyftem, the patient fheukd be 
put ander a courfe of Peruvian bark, with chaly- 
beates, and other tonics, as directed under the head 


of Dyfpepfia. He fhould at the fame time breathe a 


pure, temperate, and dry air, take fuch daily exercife 
as his ftrength wiil admit of, ufea generous nutritive 
diet, and ie a life of great acess and tempe- 
rance. i 

It has been generally fuppofed, that anne 
tients require land air, and land recreations, for their 
more fpeedy and effectual recovery. Dr. Trotter, 
in his Medicina Nautica, endeavours to controvert 
this opinion. His words are, “ There is not at pre= 
« fent an officer in the fleet, that in doing juftice to 
«© either his people or his country, would prefer the 
*° cure out of a fhip. Nay, there 1s often the moft 
“ urgent neceflity for keeping them on board, till 
‘ they acquire a certain degree of ftrength. In the 
© very weak flage, a feorbutic patient cannot bear 
«¢ the external air, which has been leng obferved, 
«« and recently confirmed by the five men dying in 
«© the boat belonging to the Prince of Wales fhip 
of war, between the Downs and Deal hofpi- 3 
Otay, 

An infance is mentioned in Mont. Bi aweucck 
Coffigny’s voyage to Canton, of a German foldier of 


twenty-eight years of age, who expired fuddenly 


when 
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when the crew came in fight of the ifland of Rode- 
rigo, and who, although he had fome flight fymp- 
toms of the fcurvy, was not fo illas to be entered on 
the fick lift. He obferves, that he has feen other 
{corbutic patients, on infpiring the land air, lofe all 
their ftrength, and die whilft they were carrying to 
the hofpital. He conjectures, that the denfity of 
the land air ftifled the German foldier, his lungs 
having loft their elafticity, &c. Dr. Trotter’s fen- 
timents are fully corroborated by this gentleman’s 
remarks. 

In thofe painful affeCtions of the fkin, of the kind 
ufually termed fcorbutic eruptions, that arife often 
without any very obvious caufe, that chiefly depend 
_ onthe habit of body, and make their appearance at 
{tated intervals, in painful ulcerations of the fkin, 
producing a difcharge of lymph, and an abundant 
defquamation, a long continued courfe of the Chel- 
tenham water 1s Open attended with a very good i - 
effect. 


~ 
t 


Of th JAUNDICE, 
OF. 


ICTERUS., 


Jaunnice confitts i in an effufion of bile throughout 
the whole habit, tinging the fkin “es eyes, of a deep © 
ReHow colour. 


at 
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Tc takes place moft ufually in confequence of an 
interrupted excretion of the bile, from an obftruc- 
tion in the duétus communis choledocus, which oc- 
cafions its paffing again into the blood-veffels. In 
fome cafes, it may however be oS to a redun- 
dant fecretion of the bile. — 

The caufes producing the firft of thes are, the 
- prefence of biliary calculi in the gall bladder, and 
its ducts; fpafmodic conftriction of the ducts them- 
felves; and laftly, the preffure made by tumors fitu- 
ated in adjacent parts; hence jaundice is often an at= 
tendant fymptom on a {cirrhofity of the liver, pan- 
creas, &c. and frequently likewife on pregnancy. 

Chronic bilious affections are frequently brought 
on by drinking freely, but more particularly of fpi- 
rituous liquors; hence they aré often to be ob- _ 
ferved in the debauchee and the drinker of drams. 
They are likewife frequently met with in thofe who 
lead a fedentary life, and who indulge much in anxi- 
ous thoughts. | ; 

A flight degree of jaundice often proceeds froma 
redundant fecretion of the bile, and a bilious habit is 
therefore conftitutional to fome people, but more par- 
ticularly to thofe who refide long in a warm climate. 

By attending to the various circumftances, and 
fymptoms which prefent themfelves, we fhall, in ge- 
neral, be able to afcertain with much certainty the 
real nature of the caufe which has given rife to the 
difeates :).. 

We may be affured by the long continuance of 
the complaint, and by feeling the liver and other parts 
externally, whether or not it arifes from any tumor 

in 
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in this vifcus, or the .pancreas, melenter y, oromen- 
tum. 4 

Where paffions of the mind induce the difeafe, 
without any hardnefs or enlargement of the liver or 
adjacent poe and without any appearance of cal- 
culi in the faeces, or on diffection after death, we are 
naturally 1 induced to conclude, that the diforder was 
owing to a {pafmodic affection ef the biltary ducts. 

Where gall ftones are lodged in the dutts, acute 
Jancinating pains will be felt in ihe region of the parts, 
which will ceafe for a time, and then return again; 
great irritation at the ftomach, and frequent vomit- 
ing will attend, and the patient will experience an ag- 
gravation of the pain after eating. Such calculi are 
of various fizes, from a pea to that of a walnut, and 
in fome cafes, are voided in a confiderable number, 
being like the gail, of a yellow, brownith, or green 
colour. 

The jaundice comes on with languor, inactivity, 
loathing of food, flatulency, acidities in the ftomach 
and-bowels, and coftivenefs. .As it advances in its 
progrefs, the fkin and eyes become tinged of a deep 
yellow; there is a bitter tafte in the mouth, with fre- 
quent naufea and vomiting ; the urine 1s very high 
coloured ; the ftools are of a grey or clayey appear- 
ance, anda dull obtufe pain is felt in the right hypo- 
chondrium, which is much aggravated by prefiure 
- with the fingers. Where the pain is-very acute, the 
pulfe is apt to become hard and full, and other febrile 
fymptoms to attend. : 

The difeafe, when of long continuance, a and pro- 
ceeding from a chronic affeetion of the liver or other 

neighbouring 
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neighbouring vifcera, 3 is often attended with anafar- 
cous fwellings, and fometimes with afcites. 

Where jaundice is recent, and is occafioned by 
concretions obftructing the biliary duéts, it is proba- 
ble, that by ufine proper means, we may be able to 
effect a cure; but where it is brought on by tumors 
of the neighbouring parts, or has arifen in confe- 
quence of other difeafes, attended with fymptoms of 
obftructed vifcera;. our endervours will moft likely 
not be crowned with fuccefs. Arifing during a ftate 
of pregnancy, itis of little confequence, as it will 
ceafe on par rturition. 

On opening the bodies of thofe who die of jaun- 
dice, the yellow tinge appears to pervade even the 
moft interior part of f the body; itis diffufed through- 
out the whole of the cellular membrane, inthe car- 
tilages and bones, and even the fubftance of the brain 
iS coloured by it. A difeafed ftate of the’liver, galt | 
bladder, or adjacent vileera, is ufually to be met 


with. 
The cure of the difeafe, unpromifing as it may at 


_ times appear, is neverthelefs to be attempted firft by 


reftoring the interrupted paflage of the bile through 
the duct; fecondly, by carrying it off by the intef- 
tines; and thirdly, by relieving the particular fymp- 
toms.» Whether the paflage of the bile is obftructed 
by biliary concretions, or by fpafmodic confiriCtion 
of the ductus communis choledochus, the fame plan 


3 mult be adopted. 


Concretions, when of f confid lerable fize, frequently 
excite, by their great diftention of the biliary duct in 


their paffage through it, not only acute pain, but 
very 
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very often a confiderable degree of inflammation 
likewife. When this is the cafe, much fever is apt 
to attend. ‘To guard againft fuch confequences; it 
will therefore be advifable in: full plethoric habits, 
where the {ymptoms run high, to take away a quan- 
uty of blood, proportiomable to the ftate of the pulfe, 
the feverity of the pain, and the age of the patient. 
Having'acopted this ftep, we fhould next dire& him 


_to be put into a warm bath, in which he may be al- . 
lowed to continue until fome degree of fainting is 


excited; he is then to be ecbeet to bed, and to 
take an opiate, and this may be repeated every four 
or fix hours until eafe is procured. Befides thefe 
means, we may advife the conflant application of 
a bladder filled with warm watery immediately over 
the region of the part which is moft painful, together 
with the frequent exhibition of an emollient laxative 
elyfter. - With thefe, it is probable, that fmall nau- 
feating dofes of antimonials, or of the pulvis ipecacu- 
anhge Conpolun, together witha free ufe of diluting 
— might ve fome relief. | 

With ibe: intention of pufhing forward biliary con- 
cretions, vomiting has been much employed in jaun- 
dice. Inrecent cafes, where we have no reafon to 
fufpect the concretion to be of any confiderable:fize, 
and where the pain is not acute, this remedy may be 
attended with a good effect, by compreffing, during 


its ee ne diftended gall bladder and bi- 


liary veflels; but in cafes eonaed with acute pain, 
and a confiderable degree of fever, by which we are 


made acquainted with the prefence of inflammation, . 


vomiting 
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vomiting would certainly, be likely to prove inju- 
rious. 

Purgatives have likewife been much wld ‘in jaun- 
dice, not only with the view of obviating coftivenefs, 
but alfo with that of exciting the action of the biliary _ 
ducts, by increafing that of the inteftines. Some 
phyficians have however judged them ufeful only 
where there is a flow and bound belly, whilft others 
again affure us, that draftic purges, whofe action is 
both  brifk and of long continuance, have proved 
highly ferviceable. 

Where the difeafe proceeds from calculi, or from 
{pafmodic ftricture, it feems rational to prefume, that 
after having purfued the fteps before recommended, 
we may then make ufe of active purges * with much 
advantage; and in thefe cafes, I have certainly expe- 
rienced their beneficial effects very frequently; but 
where the difeafe arifes in. confequence of fome 
chronic affection of the liver, or other adjacent vif- 
cera, active purgatives would be likely to do harm. 
by inducing much debility. : 

| — With 
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_. Mel. Optim. q. s. M. Puly. Zingib. aa gr. xiJ. 
ft. Bolus. | ft. Pulvis. 


¥ Oty Le Q- 
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. With the intention of diflodging biliary concre- 
tions, gentle exercife, but more particularly that of 
‘riding - on-horfeback, together with frictions, have 


been much advifed in jaundice, when unaccompanied 
‘by any acute pain. 


The warm bath, together with anodynes, by their 
relaxing and antifpafmodic powers, have proved 
highly ufeful in this difeafe, when proceeding either — 
from calculi or fpafmodic ftri€ture, and therefore 
when either of thefe caufes is fufpected to have given 
rife to jaundice, ae fhould by no means be neg- 
lected. 

When a biliary concretion remains ee in 
{pite of all our endeavours to diflodge it, and pro- 
mote its being voided by ftocl, we may then attempt 
ics folution by rJhonwiptcs, however unfuccefsful or 
inadequate they may prove. The moft powerful of 
this claf{; have been noticed under the head of ftone — 
in the bladder, and to schich I beg leave to refer the 
reader. | 

Should we difcover that the difeafe has arifen in. 
confequence of an inflammatory affection of the li- 
ver, we muft, at an early period, have recourfe to 
the ufual means for carrying it off by refolution; but 
where thefe have either failed or been neglected, and 

‘it has proceeded on to a chronic. ftate of enlarge- 
ment and fcirrhofity, preffing thereby on the biliary 
duéts, we muft then refort to a ufe of mercury, as __ 
_advifed under the head of chronic inflammation of 
that vifcus. In warm climates, the application of 
mercury in the form of ointment, has always been 
found the moft efficacious means of difcuffing tu- 

mors 
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mors in the liver, and if more univerfally adopted 
in cold ones, would in all probability be attended 
with an alike good effect. 

In cafes of this nature, as well as in thofe of the . 
former, it has been much praétifed to employ neu- 
tral falts *, together with alkalies ¢, foap, and other 
deobftruents tL Soap has indeed ee looked upon as 


2 and 


* R. Decog&t. Cinchon, ifs. 
Tinét, ejufd. 33. 
Sal. Polychreft. gr. xv. 
Pulv. Rhabarb. gr. v. M. 
ft. Hauftus mane, hora meri- 
dian. etvelpere fumend. 


aaa 


- + R. Natri Praeparat. 33. 
Pulv. Cinchonz 3}. 
w—— Rhabarb. 3{s. 
Mucilag.Gum.Arab.q.s.M. 
ft, Eletuarium cujus fumat, 
nuc, mafehat-quantitatem ter 
in dic. 


Kel 


RK. Decoét. Cinchon, 3x. 
Tin&. Colomb. 3ij. 
Ka]. Praparat. gr. xij. M4. 

fr, Hauftus mane iterumque 
hora ante prandium, fto- 
macho vacuo fumendus, 


Fel 


R. Kali Praeparat. 
Sacchar, Alb. 4a jij. 
Aq. Fontan. Zvj. , 
Tin, Lav. c. 3fs. M. 

ft, Miftura. Capiat Cochl, i. 

tertia vel quart. hora. 


¢ RK. Sapon. Alb. 9}. 


Pulv. Rhabarb. gr. iv. 
Ol. Junip. gutt. 1ij. 
Conferv. Aurant. q. s. M. 
ft. Bol. ter in die fumend 
‘cum Cochl. iv. Infus. Gen-~ 
tian. C. 
Veal 


RX. Gum. Ammoniac. — 
Sapon.Venet. a4 3). 

Ol. Junip. gutt. v. 
Syrup. Zingib. q. s. M. 
fant Pilule xxiv. quarum fu- 
mat iv. vel v. bis in die. 
Fel 

Rt. Pulv. Rhabarb, . 
~—-—- Aromat. 42 3)- 
Saponis Optim. 3H: 
Ol. Junip. gutt. v 
Syrup. Zingib. q. s. M. 
ft. Maffa, in pilulas 1. divi- 
denda quarum fumat iij. vel 
iv. mane et notte. 
Fel 
RK. Sapon. Venet, afs. 
Aq. Cinnam. Sills. 
Syrup. Althez 3ij. 
Tiné. Lav. c. 3j. M. 
ft. Haaftus mane et vefper, 
fumend. 


—- 
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a kind of {pecific in jaundice, and has therefore been 
employed i in confiderable quantities. Cicuta has alfo 


-beenufed, but moft probably without much B00 . 


» effect. Combining i it either with bark or mercury * 
might poffibly make it more efficacious. 

The fymptoms which ufually prove moft diftreff- 
ing in this difeafe, are the pain in the epigaftrium, 
ficknefs at the ftomach, and coftivenefs. 

_ The two former of thefe will generally be relieved 


by the bleeding, warm bath, fomentations applied to ~ 


the part, the exhibition of emollient gly ters, and opi- 
ates, as before advifed. Where they fail, the appli- 
cation of a large bhifter may, poffibly, be attended 
with a better effect. Should the naufea and vomit- 
ing continue in {pite of thefe means, we may then 
~ give the faline medicines in the aét of effervefcence, 
or 


* BR. Pulv. Cinchon. 
Extract, Cicut. aa 3}j. 
Syrup. Zingib. q. s. M. . 
fant Pilul. Ix. fumat iij. ad xij. in die. 


Kel 


RK. Pilul. ex Hydrargyro afs, 
Extract. Cicut. 3. M. 


fiant Pilul. 1. quarum fumat ij. mane et no&te. . 


Fel 


RK. Extrad. Cicute 3H). 
_ Sapon, Venet. 3]. M. 
fant, Pilul, 1. Capiatij. ad v. bis vekter in die. 
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or fomething of a cordial antifpafmodic * nature, 
that may be likely to abate the irritation in the fto- 
mach. | | 

Coftivenefs is to be removed by gentle laxatives, 
fuch as here advifed f. | 

When the difeafe is of a chronic nature, and at- 
tended with anafarcous fwellings, it will be proper 
to employ diueretics, as recommended under the: 
head of Dropfv, ftrengthening the general fyftem at 
the fame tirne with aftringent bitters, chalybeates, 
mineral waters, a nutritive generous diet, and gen- 
tle daily exercife, but more particularly on horfe- 
back, ) 

In the progrefs of the diforder, it fometimes hap- 
pens that a fpontaneous diarrhoea arifes and prevents 
the future abforption of the bile into the mafs of 


fluids. 
* KR. Confe&. Aromat. 3j. | Fel 
Aq. Fontan. 3vfs. | F 
Spirit, Bees ic K.Fru&.Tam. 3v}.Decoque ex. 
—— Ammon. c. 3{. Aq. Fontan. 3v. ad Zils. 
Tin. Opii gart. xl. M. 3 Lolet ede 
_ ft. Miftura cujus capiat Cochl, Mann. Opium. 3[s. 
ij. vel itj, urgent. naufea, fe. LN 3. M. 
+ B. Ol. Ricini Zij. Fel 


Mucil. Gum. Arab. 3). aie oe 
bere Ginul oF adie Rk. Aloes Socotorin. Zifs. 


Aq, Anethi 3}. Sapon. Venet. 3}. 


P 
Tina. Jalap. 3ij. M. Kal. Praeparat. zfs. 


Syrup. Spin. Cerv, q. S. M, 
Capiat dimidium pro re nata.} ¢. Pilul, xxxvj. capiac iij. 


Vel vel iv. hora decubitus, - 
. KR. Pulv. Jalapii 9). 

Cryf. Tartar. 9ij. 
ft, Pulvis pro dos. 


Q3 
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fluids. As long as ‘it continues moderate, and indu- 
ces no debility, it may be allowed to go on; but 
where it attacks with violence, or kee place in a 
conftitution much injured and enfeebledc, it fhould 
‘be ftopt by having recourle to the means advifed un- 
der that paribate head.. . 

When a putrid difpofition thews itfelf, this mutt 

be counteracted by proper antifeptics. In jaun- 
dice arifing from a {fcirrhofity of the liver, we muft 
adopt the fteps recommended 1 in chronic inflamma. — 
tion of that organ. 
_- A variety of other different remedies have been 
_ mentioned as poffeffing a good effec in jaundice, but: 
many of them have been found on trial to be per- 
feétly inert. Amoneft the reft, raw eges have been 
propofed as a folvent. } 
Jaundice which arifes from fimple obftruction of 
the gail ducts, is often removed by the internal as 
well as external ufe of Bath waters. 

The complicated difeafes which are often brought 
on by.a long refidence in hot climates, affecting the 
fecretion of bile, the functions of the ftomach and 
alimentary canal, and which generally produce or- 
ganic derangement in fome part of the hepatic fyftem, 
likewife receive much benefit from the Bath water, if 
~ufed at a time when fuppurative inflammation is not © 
actually prefent. 

Cheltenham..water is another remedy which has 
been found of effential fervice in obftruétions of the 
liver, and the other ergans connected with the func- 
tions of the al limentary cael. Perfons who have had 
their biliary organs injured ey a long refidence in 

* ; . warm 
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warm climates, and who are fuffering under the 

fymptoms either of excefs or deficiency of bile, and 
an irregularity in its fecretion, receive remarkable 

benefit from a courfe of this water, judicioufly exhi- 

bited. Its ufe may be here continued even during 
a confiderable degree of debility, and from the great’ 
determination to the bowels, it may be employed 
with advantage to check the incipient fymptoms of 
dropfy and general anafarca, which fo often proceed 

E SiG age ab ractinn athe liver, Chetinitan water, 

befides containing falts of a purgative nature, is like- 

wife a chalybeate. The iron is fufpended entirely 

by carbonic acid, of which gas, the water contains 

about an eighth of its bulk. 


Q4 
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CLASS IV. 


LOCAL DISEASES. 


- Of Nicur Buiinpnegss, 
or 


NyYcCTALOPIA. 


N this difeafe, the fightis perfectly clearand diftin& 
I inthe day time, but a total blindnefs takes place 
by night, from which occurrence it takes its name. 
The diforder is peculiar to the inhabitants of warm 
climates, being rarely if ever, met with i in cold ones, 
and has been fuppofed to proceed from an affeétion 
of the retina and optic nerves, which fuffer fo much 
from the ftrong refleéted rays of the fun by day, as 
not to be fufceptible of the faint or weak light which | 
the night furnifhes. 3 
It becomes apparent towards evening with a dim- . 
nefs of fight, which gradually increafes as the night 
approaches, and the darker it gets, fo much the more 
indiftinéct does vifion become. — It is, in general, un- 
attended by any other pepe m, except that perhaps 
a more 
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a more than ordinary fenfe of fulnefS is now and 
then perceived in the fore part of the head and over 
the eyes. 

Nyétalopia, never proves a difeafe of much confe- 
quence, or of long duratien; but on ane RORUET Ys 
generally admits of an eafy cure. 

Evacuation, both by bleeding and purging, has 
been recommended by fuch’ writers as have taken 
notice of this diforder; but as it is fuppofed to de- 

pend upon a relaxed flate of the optic nerves or reti- 
na, thefe remedies appear to be improper, and thofe 
we employ ought to be fuch as will ftrenethen the 
tone of the parts. With this view, the eyes fhould 

_ be wafhed feveral times a day, by means of an eye-- 
cup, with cold water, or fome gentle aftringent col- . 
lyrium *;. the patient at the fae time wearing a 
green filk blind over his eyes, and avoiding all expo- 
fures to the fun, or any great glare of ali: 

If the internal ufe of any medicine is neceflary, it. 
is probable that the Peruvian bark, joined with vale-_ 
rian, might be the moft proper. 


* &. Zinc. Vitriolat, gr. vij—xe 
~ Aq. Rofe Zw. M. | : 
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Of that Species of Blindnefs, called 


GUTTA SERENA, 
oF 


AMAUROSIS. 


- 


Tu 15 difeafe confifts ina dimnefs of fight, whether 
the object be near or ata diftance, together with 
the reprefentations of flies, duft, &c. floating before 
the eyes. 

It 1s in general fuppofed to depend on fome af- 
fection of the optic nerves; but its caufes are never- 
thelefs faid to be various; fome of which are, from 
their nature, incapable of being removed. Thus, 
in one cafe, the blindnefs has been found to be oc- 
cafioned by an encyfted tumor, which was fituated 
in the fubftance of the cerebrum, and preffed on the 
optic nerves, near their origin: In a fecond, bya 
cyft, containing a confiderable quantity of water, 
and lodging itfelf on tke optic nerves, at the part 
- where they unite: Ina third, by a caries of the 
os. frontis, occafioning an alteration in the optic fo- 
_ ramina; and in a fourth, by mal-formation of the op- 
tic nerves themfelves. 

In fome cafes, the defect of vifion has been at- 
tempted to be accounted for, by fuppofing fome de- 
fect in the optic nerves, difqualifying them for con- 

veying 
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veying the impreffion of objects through the eyes 
to the brain, as, upon the minuteft infpection by 
diffection, nothing has been difcovered either in 
the ftruéture of the eyes, or in the ftate of any ef 
the component parts contributing to the faculty of 
vifion, which could at all obftruét the perform- 
ance of their proper office. 

Mr. Ware, in his treatife on this difeafe, | men- 
tions, that a dilitation of the circulus arteriofus, 
or arterial circle, furrounding the fella turcica. 
(which is formed by the carotid arteries on each fide, 
by branches paffing from them to meet each other 

‘before, and by other branches paffing backward-to 

meet branches from the bafilary artery behind) may 
likewife be a caufe of gutta ferena. The anterior 
portion of this circle paffes over the optic nerves, 
which undoubtedly may therefore become agles deas 
fed, when any enlargement of thefe veffels takes 
place. 

A dilitation of the artery, which paffes dire&ly 
through the centre of the optic nerve to the retina, 
may, it is prefumed, likewrfe become a caufe of de- 
fective vifion. | | 

Gutta ferena, although confiderably relieved in 

_fome inftances, proves generally an incurable dif- 
eafe. | | 
Its treatment is ufually regulated on the plan of fti- 
mulating either the parts stecerifelves; or the fyftem 
ingeneral, T he firft is to be done by applying blif- 
ters and iffues behind the ears, or at the back of the 
neck, and continuing them for a confiderable length 


of 
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_of time; by promoting a difcharge from the nofe by 
means of errhines *, and by ftimulant collyriums. 

—Eleétricity has been employed in fome cafes with 
a very happy effect, when other remedies have failed. 

Mr. Ware informs us, that in feveral inftances of 
common gutta ferena, he obferved confiderable relief 
to be obtained by the ufe of a fnuff compofed of ten 
grains of turbith mineral, with about a drachm of | 
the pulvis fternutatorius ; or in the place of that, the 
glycirrhiza, or faccharum commune. . 

Stimulants have been applied: immediately to the 
eyes, in fome cafes of gutta ferenay- with a good ef- 
feé&t, but more pavdcoladly in thofe which feem to 
depend upon any paralytic affection, or relaxation of 
the optic nerve. In fuch cafes, an infufion of dryed 
capficums in water, in the proportion of one grain 
to the ounce, may be made ufe of, dropping a few 
drops into the eyes morning and evening. ‘The fe- 
verity of the pain may be great at firft from this 
application, but, by perfeverance, i it will be found to 
abate. 

To ftimulate the fyfem, it is ufual to have re- 
courfe to mercury, which is to be ufed and to be con- 
tinued until 1¢ produces fome fenfible effet. In that. 
form of the difeafe, which is accompanied with a 
contracted ftate of the pupil, and which has been 
produced, probably, by an internal opthalmy, Mr. 
Ware is of opinion, that it may beft be relieved by 

| the 


—*® Polv. Afari. Compofit, 
Pharmacop. Londinenfis. 
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the internal ufe of the hydrare yrus moriatus, a quar- 
ter of a grain for a dofe. 

Where the difeafe feems to arife from a aultiarien 
of the anterior portion of the cirulus arteriofus, as be- 
forementioned, he thinks the caufe may often be re- 
- moved by bleeding, purging, bliftering, &c. but 
unfortunately we have no criterion to diftinguifh 
this from other caufes, and this ftate of the parts 
can only be inferred from a phlethoric habit of et 
in the patient. 

In thofe cafes, which feem to depend upon a re- 
laxation of the optic nerve; the means adviled under 
the head of Nyétalopia may be proper. 

Weare informed by Dr. Ritcher, profeffor of me- 
-dicine in the univerfity of Gottingen, in a publica- 
tion which bears the title of Medical and Surgical 
Obfervations, that he has lately reftored to fight fe- 
veral patients who laboured under gutta ferena. In 
all thofe cafes, he thinks the caufe of the difeafe feem- 
ed to be feated in the abdominal vifcera, for he cur- 
ed them all, he fays, by means of medicines, which 
diffolve obftructions in the vifcera, and evacuate. 
He affirms, that in this way, he has not unfrequently . 
performed a complete cure, in cafes where he hard- 
ly expected it, and in fome, where the difeafe had 
actually continued for feveral years, 

After vomiting, he recommends the pills men- 
tioned below *; aide fays, it isoften neceflary to. 


perfevere 


at eee 


*®. Gum. Ammon. pees 

wm Alafoetid. 
Palv, Rad. Valerian. 
-—~—= Summitat. Arnic. a 
Sapon. Venet. a4 33). 
Antimon. Tartarifat. gr. xvilj. 
Syrup. q. s. M. 

ft, Pilul. pond, gran, ij. quar, fumat. ter quotid. N° xv. 
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perfevere in the ufe of thefe remedies fix or eight 
weeks before any amendment is perceived. A 
gradual increafe of the dofe ts alfo requifite. A 
difappearance of the fiery fparks from before the 
eyes, and of the fenfation of tenfion in the ball of the 
eye, are the firft fympioms he obferves of amend- 
‘ment, which give reafon to hope for fuccefs in the 
cure of gutta ferena. 


Of th HEAD-ACH, 
: or 


CEPHALALGIA. 


Ts affection is, in fome inftances, general over 
- the whole of the head; at other times it is confined 
toa particular fide, and now and then cafes occur 
- where the pain occupies fo {mall a part, that it may 
readily be covered with the end of the finger, which 
has been called Clavis Hyltericus. 

The caufes which give rife to head-ach are moft 
ufually indigeftion, foulnefs of the ftomach, the hin- 
derance of a free circulation of blood through the 
head, long expofures to the fun, tranflations of gouty 
and rheumatic matter from other parts of the body, 
the ftoppage of fome long accuftomed evacuation, _ 
and laftly, too great a determination of blood to the 

head. 


Crass 1V. Of Locat Distaszs, ae 


head. Head-ach is, however,more frequently a fymp- 
tomatic affection than a primary one, and often ari- 
fes in confequence of a fever, or of hypochondriafis, 
hyfteria, or fome other nervous difeafe. 

The fymptoms which attend ona pain in the head, 
ufually vary according to the caufe which has pro- 
duced the complaint. 

“Where a head-ach is ooo ade of fome other 
difeafe, it will readily ceafe on a removal thereof, as 
in the cafe of fever. Where the pain comes on fud- 
denly, is acute, and attended with a noife in the ears, 


eiddinefs, -and a lofs of fpeech, it denotes an attack 


of apoplexy or palfy. When it arifes in hypochon- 
driacal or hyfterical perfons, is very acute, and ac- 
companied with much throbbing of the temporal ar- 
terles, it is apt to terminate in madnefs. A head- 


ach, proceeding from fome fixed nervous affection, | 
is difficult to be removed entirely, and the patient | 


is liable to frequent returns of it. 


Between the head and ftomach, there is a great 


fympathy; wherefore it happens, that where there is 
a foulnefs in the ftomach, the head is frequently af- 
fected with pain. Where fuch a caufe is apprehend- 
ed to exit, it will by all means be advifable to give 


a gentle emetic ; and if any coftivenefs prevails, this 


fhould be removed by fome proper laxative. 

Where the difeafe proceeds from an over fulnefs 
of the veflels, or from too great a determination of 
biood to the head, a proper quantity may be drawn 
_off by opening the jugular vein on ‘the fide moft af- 
fected, or by the application of leeches to the tem- 
ples, the patient afterwards taking care to ufe a {pare 

- regimen, 


i eermage: cs 
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regimen, to keep his body perfectly open, and to 
‘wear nothing tight about his neck. “Thofe who are — 
of a full plethoric habit of body, and who are trou- 
" bled with fevere and frequent attacks of the head-ach, 
will act prudently i in having recourfe to a feton in the 
neck, or iffues. To alleviate the pain at the time, 
linen cloths wetted in vinegar and water, or in cam- 
phorated {pirits, may be applied to the forehead = 
temples. 

When a head-ach arifes from a'tranflation of gouty 
or rheumatic matter from fome other part, it will - 
be advifable to excité a flight inflammation in 
the extremities, by the application of {mall blifters, 
and at the fame time to open the body by adminif- 
tering fome ftomachic purgative, as the tinctura rha- 
barbi compolita. hee 

If a venereal taint is the caufe of the head-ach, re- 
courfe muft be had to mercury, as advifed under the 
head of Syphilis. 

In head-achs which arife asa Son hustice of fome 
nervous affection, the moft proper medicines will be 
‘valerian, caftor, afafoetida, ether, 8cc: which may 
be adminiftered as advifed in hy pochunaniatts hyf- 
teria, and dyfpepfia. 

Where a head-ach is attended with creat pain, long 
want of reft, and a flight delirium, we may venture 
to give opiates in a eonfiderible dofe, provided pro- 
per evacuations have been premifed. | 

Should we have reafon to fuppofe that the head- 
-ach has proceeded from a ftagnation of ferum in the 

yeffels, or on the io nBrenees of the head, perpetual 
pliers; iffues, and mercurial purges will then be 
neceflary, 


\ 
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neceflaty, and along with thefe, we may employ er- 
rhines, fuch as the eulyic afari compofitus. 

In periodical head-achs, we are informed by Dr. 
Fowler, that he experienced the moft happy effects 
from giving the folution of arfenic, as mentioned 
. under the head of Intermittent Fevers. The bett 
way in fuch cafes will be, to begin with about three 


2 pee ng, grr 
es 


drops repeated twice a day, and fo to increafe the ! 


“number gradually to eight or ten, 


Of a GIDDINESS. in she HEAD, 


or 
VERTIGO. 


Tuts affection Pen moft ufually either from 


too great a fulnefs of blood in the veffels of the — 


head, or is fymptomatic of dyfpepfia, uppochendy 
fis, or hyfteria. 

The patient is feized on a fudden witha “finn 
ming in the head; every thing appears to him to 
go round, he ftaggers, and is in danger of falling 
down, | 

This complaint is attended by no danger, when it 
arifes as a fymptom of hyfteria, or any other nervous 
difeafe; but when it takes place in confequence of 

Vou. R an 
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an over fulnefs of blood in the veflels of the head, 
and is not timely relieved by proper evacuation, it 
may terminate in apoplexy or palfy. 

Where vertigo prevails as a fymptom of fome.ner- 
vous difeafe, recourfe muft be had to the medicines 
and remedies which are moft fuitable to the removal 
of the primary affeClion; but where it is occafioned 
by an over diftention of the veffels of the head, either 
general or topical bleeding, together with a frequent 
ufe of cooling purgatives, and a {pare regimen, ought 
to be employed. Should the complaint not be re- 
moved by thefe means, a feton in the neck, or iffues 
near the part affected, will be advifable. 


Of the TOOTH-ACH, 
or 


ODONTALGIA. 


‘Te Tooth-ach confifts in an acute pain in one or 
more of the teeth; but moft generally it originates 
in one, and from that is diffufed to the adjacent - 
parts. 

A caries of the tooth itfelf, affected by different 
irritating caufes fuch as the:application of cold, or 
fome acrid matter, is the moft ufual caufe of this 


o ! 


complaint ; 
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complaint; but in fome cafes, it would feem to pro- 
ceed from a rheumatic affection of the mufcles and 
membranes of the jaw, and here the whole fide of 
the face will be affected. When it takes place in 
pregnancy, it isto be confidered as arifing either 
from an increafed irritability or from fympathy. 

It may be prefumed, that the acrid matter which 
occafions the tooth ach, is produced by fome vice 
that originates in the tooth itfelf. In fome inftances, 
the caries appears firft upon the external furface or 
enamel of the tooth in one or more fpots, which are 
fuperficial; but in others, it commences in the inter- 
nal furface, or bony part; the former is, however, by 
far the moft frequent. ‘The cartes, by fpreading and 
corroding deeper, at length penetrates the fubftance 
of the tooth, and the external air, and other matters 
getting into the cavity, ftimulate the nerve, and 
thereby excite the tooth-ach. 

The moft effectual cure for this difeafe is, extrac- 
tion of the carious tooth; but as this in fome cafes 
may not be advifable, and in others might be ftrong- 
ly objected to by the patient, it will chan be necef- 
fary to fubfticute palliative means, 

To relieve the urgency of pain, in thofe cafes 
where there is an opening made into the fubftance of 
the tooth by the caries, it is ufual to introduce either 
cotton impregnated with fubftances of a cauftic na- 
ture, fuch as the effential oil of cloves, nutmeg, &c. 
together with vitriolic or other mineral acids, ‘or a 
{mall pill compofed of opium and camphor. In 
fome inftances, the actual cautery has been employ- 
ed to deftroy the fenfibility of the nerve. — 

fod R 2 Thefe 
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Thefe are the remedies to be made ufe of when 
_ the difeafe is confined to a fingle tocth; but when 
the neighbouring parts become likewife affected, or 
that there is no accefs for fuch an application to the 
nerve, in confequence of the tooth having no cavity 
in it, other meafures are to be adopted. 

Exciting an irritation in the neighbouring parts, 
by means of blifters applied behind the ears, or 
by rubbing the jaws with fome kind of ftimulating 
liniment *, and afterwards keeping them warm with 
flannel, has often afforded much relief, in cafes where 
the pain is fomewhat diffufed. 

Promoting an increafed excretion from the fali- 
vary glands, by means of pungent matticatories, fuch 
as horferaddifh, fcurvy grafs, ginger, and pellitory 
‘root, has likewife been adopted in fimilar cafes with 
much advantage. 

In thofe rheumatic affections of the maxilla, . to 
which many perfons are fubject under certain ftates of 


the atmofphere, and in which the pain is nag confined. 
to any one tooth, but occupies the whole jaw, the: 


pyrethrum has often been peculiarly ufeful. When 
the tendernefs or tumour of thé’ gums renders the 
maftication of the root impracticable, a piece of lint, 


moiftened — 


* R. Liniment. Ammon, Fort. 3). 


Vel 
RL. Spirit. Camphorat. 3j. 
Aq. Ammon. Pur. 311). 
Effent. Ol. Bergam. gutt. x. M. 


~~ _ a — : 
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niniicnees in the tincture, prepared as below * » may 
then be applied to the moft painful part, renewing 
it as the occafion may require ; or the pill here + ad- 
vifed, may be held in the mouth until diffolved. 

In order to prevent the admiffion of air, and other 
external matters, which might prove exciting caufes 
either of pain or further pciatiess in the oa It 
will be advifable, where there is a lofs of fubftance, 
to fill up the cavity as accurately as poffible, either 
with lead or gold, by which operation it may often 
be preferved for many years, without giving the per- 
fon any further inconvenience. 

Wathing the teeth every morning with a foft brajh 
or piece of fponge, dipt in clear water; frequently 
removing the tartar from off them; and making ufe 
of fome abforbent teflaceous powder tT, reduced to © 
avery fine confiftence, twice or thrice a week, are 
the beft means for preferving the teeth. Where 
the patient is of a fcorbutic habit, and the eums in- 
clining to foftnefs and {ponginefs, they may be wafh- 
ed now and then with what is here § advifed. 

Tinctures 


* &. Pulv. Rad. Pyrethri 3x. t K. Bol. Armen. 


Spirit. Vin, Reif. ib). ' Corn. Cery. Calcinat. aa zij, M. 
Tafand. per dies decem et r 
Cola. poftea adde 


Camphor. 3}. § &. Tinct. Cort. Perav. Zils. 
Ol. Rorifmarin. Rls. } —— Myrrh. 3fs. 
Tin&. Opi 3. M. Mel. Rofe 3ij. M. 


fiat Tinctura, 


+ BR. Pulv. Rad. Bebe 3}. 
Mucilag. Gum. Arab. -q-5- M. 
fiant Pilul z xi]. 


R 3 
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Tinctures compofed of mineral acids diluted, 
and concealed under various artifices, and gritty 
fubftances tinged of. divers colours, are vended in 
the fhops under pompous names, as dentrifices, but 
although they give a whitenefs to the teeth, they 
neverthelefs prove highly pernicious to the enamel, 
and ought therefore to be ufed with ereat caution. 


Of DEAFNESS, 


or 


PARACUSIS. 


Dearness is occafioned by any thing that proves 
injurious to the ear, as loud noifes from the firing 
of cannon, violent colds particularly affecting the 
head, inflammation or ulceration of the eer tee | 
hard wax, or other fubftances interrupting founds ; 
too great a drvnefs or too much moifture in the 
parts, or by atony, debility, or paralyfis of the au- 
ditory nerves. In fome inftances, it enfues in con- 
fequence of preceding difeafes, fuch as fever, fy- - 
philis, &c. and in others, it depends upon an ori- 
ginal defect in the ftructure or formation of the ear. 
In the laft inftance, the perfon is ufually not only 
deaf, but likewife dumb. 

It 


: 


_ Crass IV. Of Loca Diseaszs, 247 


It is often difficult to remove deafneis, but more 
efpecially where it prevails as a confequence of a 
wound, ulcer, or inflammation of the tympanum. 
Where it proceeds from mal-conformation, it ad-. 
mits of no cure. 

When deafnefs is occafioned by wax fticking in 
the ear, or by any defective or difeafed actions of 
the clandula cerumenez, a little of either of the re- 
medies here * advifed may be dropt into it, or be 
applied at the end of a fmall doMil of cotton every 
morning and night, previoufly fyringing it with a 
little warm milk and water, or foap and water. If 
a thin acrid or fetid difcharge accompanics the di- 
ficulty of hearing, it will be advifable to apply a 
{mall bhifter behind the ear, and to render it, per- 
petual by dreffing it with the unguentum cantha- 
ridis. 

When the eek proceeds from cold particularly 
affecting the head, the patient fhould be careful to. 
keep this warm by night; the effects of which may. 
be increafed by putting the feet into warm water 
previous to his getting into bed, and taking fome 
proper diaphoretic. | | 

If deafnefs feems to be owing to vai lity of fome 
part of the organ, or arifes in confequence of hyf- 

teria, 


Eee eerste heap II : 


* KX, Fellis Bovis 3'ij. 
Balfam. Peruv. 7). M. 
? 
Kel 


thd RX. Natri Muriati 33 
Aque Diftillat. q. 3. 
ad folutionem, 
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teria, it is then to be removed by ftimulants * 
dropt into the ear, by drawing fparks with an 
electrical machine, and by cold bathing. If it has 
arifen in confequence of fyphilis, we muft have re- 
courfe to mercury. 

Where the difeafe is the effect of fever, it ufually 
goes off, as the patient regains his ftrength. 

To affift the hearing of perfons who are deaf in a 
high degree, we may recommend the ufe of an ear 
trumpet, baci fo called. 


Of th SCALD HEAD, 
or | | 


TINEA. 


‘Tus difeafe confifts in a fcabby eruption of the 
hairy fcalp, arifing from an obftruction to its excre- 
tion, which being confined, generates a peculiar 
acrid matter, eroding the fkin of the head, and af- 

terwards 


* KR. Ol. Amygdal. Dulc. Zfs. 
—— Terebinth. gutt. xu. M. 
Kel 
, &. Ol. Olive Zfs. 
_ Aq. Ammon. Pur. gutt. xxx. Mo 
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terwards fpreading its acrimony to the adjacent 
parts. : 

The cure confifts in fhaving the head clofe, and 
afterwards covering it with an ointment made of 
fulphur and pitch *, previous to the daily applica- 
tion of which, it may be wafhed with a little of: 
either of the lotions here + advifed. 

Befides thefe external applications, fmall dofes of 
antimonials and mercurials combined, as in Plum- 
metr’s pill (See Elephantiafis) or agreeable to the 
formula below +, may be given internally, To 
haften the cure, the courfe of the flvids may in part 
be diverted from the head by means of iffues or a 
feton. 


* XX. Picis Liquid. thfs. t RK. Calomelanos 3}. 
Cere Flav. Z{s. : | 
Flor. Sulph. at M. Antimon. Tartar. gr. xv. 


ft. Unguentum. — Opii Purificat. 3fs. 


(Ga ees 


+ R. Nicotiani Zi. Syrup. Simpl, q. s. M. 
Aq. Fontan. ij. ‘ “tf ieee toes 

Coque ad ibfs. et Colatur. adde hed Saciebers Nowe Pee 
Aq. Kali 3}. M. omn. noét. hora decubitus. 


Fel 
R. Kali Sulphurat. Zfs. 
Aq. Calcis iby. M. 
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Of BRONCHOCELE. 


Turs difeafe is marked by a tumour on the fore 
part of the neck, and feated between: the trachea. 
and fkin. In géneral, it has been fuppofed princi- 
pally to occupy the thyroid gland. 

We are given to underftand that it 1s a very 
common diforder in Derbythire, but its occur- 
rence is by no means frequent in other parts of - 
Great Britain, or in Ireland. Amoneft the inha- 
bitants of the Alps, and other mountainous coun- 
‘tries bordering thereon, it 1s a difeafe which is very 
often met with, and is there known by the name 
of Goitre. The caufe which gives rife to it, is by | 
no means certain, but it has generally been attri- 
buted to a ufe of fhow water. 

Dr. Saunders obferves *, «that fnow water has 
long lain under the imputation of occafioning thofe 
ftrumous fwellings in the neck which deform the 
inhabitants of many of the Alpine vallies; but 
that this opinion is not fupported by any well au- 
thenticated indifputable fats, and is rendered ftill 
more improbable, if not entirely overturned, by the 
frequency of the difeafe in Sumatra, where ice and 
{now are never feen; and its being quire unknown 
at Chili and in Thibet, though the rivers in thefe 
countries are chiefly fupplied by the melting of the 

{now, 


* See his Treatife on Mineral Waters. 
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{now, with which the mountains are always co- 
vered. | 

The {welling is at firft without pain, or any evi- 
dent fluétuation, and the fkin retains its natural ap- 
pearance; but as the tumour increafes in fize, it 
becomes hard and irregular, the {kin acquires a 
yellow colour, and the veins of the neck become 
varicous ; the face is fubject to flufhings, and the 
patient complains of frequent head achs, and like- 


wife of pains darting through the body of the tu- 
mour. 


When the difeafe is of he ftanding, and the 
fwelling confiderable, we fhail ae iin general, a 
very dificult matter to effect a cure by medicine ’ 
or any external application, and it might be unfafe 
to attempt its removal with the knife, on account 
of the enlarged {tate of its arteries, and its vicinity 
to the carotids ; but in an early ftag@of the difcafe, 
we fhall, in general, be able by the aid of medi- 
cine to effect a cure. : 

Bronchoccie has by fome practitioners been fup- 
pofed to bea dropfical affection of the thyroic cland; 
and it is true that a great number of capfules filled 
with water, has in one inftance been found in 
it on diffection, but in general no fuch appear-. 
ances are’ to. be obferved: In “two cafes exa- 
mined by Mr. Benjamin Bell, this cland was evi- 
dently much diminifhed in fize from the compreflion 
of the tumour, which was chiefly compofed of con- 
“ denfed cellular fubftance, with effufions of a vifcid 
brown matter in different parts of it. ‘Tome, the 
difeafe appears to be entirely fteatomous. 

Although 


. 
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Although fome relief has been obtained at times, 
and the difeafe probably fomewhat retarded by ex-. 
ternal applications, fuch as blifters, difcutient embro- 
cations, and faponaceous and mercurial plafters, 
fill a complete cure has feldom been effected with- 
out an mternal ufe of medicine, and that which has 
always proved the moft efficacious, is burnt fponge. 
‘T be form under which this ts moft ufually exhibited, 
is that of a lozenge. Many perfons labouring un- 
der bronchocele have been cured by this remedy, 
fome of whom began to fuffer much, and to be fe- 
sioufly alarmed on account of the difficulty of deglu- 
tition and refpiration, with which their complaints 
were attended; but whether it Cures in a fhorter 
fpace of time by being adminiftered in the form of 
2 lozenge, or bolus, fo as to allow of its gradual 
folution, in preference to being fwallowed at once, 
is a point notgyet fully afcertained. 

Dr. Chefton, of Gloucefter, has found burnt 
fponge to fucceed in various cafes when employed 
acreeable to the annexed formula*, and fubject to 


the following regulations, which appear to be an — 


improvement on the methads recommended in the 


Coventry receipt, under the fanétion of Dr. Bate +. 


When the tumour appears about the age of pu- 
berty, and before its firucture has been too mor- 
bidly 


+ See the Phamacopeeia Chirurgica, p. 139. 
* . Spongie Ute afs. 
Mucilag. Arabic. Gummi q, s, 
fiat Trochifcus. | 
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bidly deranged, 2 pill, confifting of'a grain or two 
of ‘calomel, muft be given for three fucceflive 
nights, and on the fourth morning a faline purge. 
Every night afterwards, for three weeks, one of the 
troches fhovl d, when the patient is in bed, be put 
under the tongue, faffered to diflolve gradually, 
and the folution fwallowed. The difeuft at firft 
arifing from this remedy foon wears off. The pills 
and purge are to be repeated at the end of three 
weeks, and the troches had recourfe to as before, 
and this plan is to be purfued till the tumour is en- 
tirely difperfed. 

It appears to me, that we fhould ftand a better 
chance of effecting both a fpeedier and more cer- 
tain cure by adminiftering the remedy more fre- 
quently than is here recommended by Dr. Chefton, 
and likewife in more confiderable dofes than are 
contained in the Ceventry receipt *, for inftances 
have occurred, where one was taken evéw twice 
a day for a length of tine, to no purpofe, but when 
the number was increafed to three, a good effe& 
was foon evident. 

The formula inferted below }, is the preparation 
of calcined {ponge, which I have been in the habit 


ot 


* The quantity of calcined {ponge in each bolus is only ten 
erains. 


4 


t RK. Spongiz Utt. zvj. 
Pulv. Gum. Arabic 3). 
—— Zingib. 3fs. 
Syrup. Simpl. q. s. 
Ta trochifc, Now xii. diitribuend., 
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of employing, and moft generally with the defired 
fuccefs. Care muft be taken that no more fyrup 
be ufed than 1s abfolutely neceffary to make the dry 
ingredients cohere; for which reafon, it muft be 
added flowly, and the mafs: muft be well beaten, 
The lozenges are to be dried before the fire, on a 
plate that has been flightly oiled,.to prevent them 
from fticking, and muft be kept in fome -veffel, 
tied over with bladder. One of them is tobe placed 
under the tongue, morning and night, fo as to admit 
of its gradual folution ; and if after.a fhort time no 
' apparent benefit feems to be derived, the fame may 
be repeated thrice, or even four times a day. 
Sulvhurated pot afh diffolved in water (in the 
proportion of thirty grains to a quart daily) is a re- 
medy which has been employed by Dr. Ritcher with 
fuccefs in fome cafes where calcined fponge failed. 
Occurrences of this. nature will rarely happen, 
however, if the difeafe is counteracted in time. 
We are informed by the Rev. Jofeph Townfend, 
‘in his Guide to Health, that the difeafe is very fre- 
quent in the vale of Pewfy, and that during thirty 
years, he never failed to cure jit in all who applied 
to him for‘advice.. He mentions, that he formerly 
gave lozenges of burnt cork, burnt fponge, and 
pummice ftone, in equal parts, fimilar to Dr. Bates’s © 
Coventry remedy, and always found this fufficient 
without any other medicine or application ; but. 
latterly, confidering that it is the alkali of thefe 
lozenges, which combines with the fat collected on 
.the thyroid gland, and making a foap, he has con- 
| fined 


f 
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fined himfelf wholly to burnt fponge, which abounds 
with foda. 

Whether burnt eee adminiftered in the form 
of lozenge, or {wallowed at once, acts locally, and 
if it acts locally, whether it is conveyed to the thy- 
roid gland by means of abforbents not hitherto dif- 
covered, or whether the thyroid gland is a mucous 
gland, and is ftimulated to excretion by the action 
of this medicine,.on the neighbouring parts, has not 
been afcertained. Such theories age however been | 
fusgelted. 

From the remedy in queftion having been fo fre- 
quently employed in fcrophulous cafes with advan- 
tage, 1 am induced to fuppofe that its effects are 
by no means of a local nature. 

It has been obferved, under the head of the laft- 
mentioned diforder, that the natron preparatum 
being the bafis of burnt fponge, is now frequently 
employed inftead of it, and itis indeed a more active 
medicine. In bronchocele it may likewife be fub- 
ftituted inftead of calcined fponge, and may be made 
up into lozenges in the fame proportion and man- 
ner as has been advifed with the latter, 
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Of th ITCH, 


or 


PSORA. 


‘T’'weE Itch is evidently confined to the fkin, and 


never affects the general fyftem, however great its 
irritation. 

It arifes moft ufually from infection, communi- 
cated by coming into immediate contaét with the 
body of a perfon already affected, or by wearing the 
fame clothes, or lying in the fame linen that he has 
done; but it is fometimes produced by unwhole- 
fome food, bad air, and a negleé of cleanlineis. 
Thofe who refide in a cold meuntainous fituation, 
feem particularly predifpofed to it. 

It thews itfelf in {mall pimples about the fingers, 
wrifts, hams, and waift, which after a fhort time 


become fo many puitules, and are attended with 


fuch an itching, as to occafion a conftant defire to 
fcratch. When they break, the acrid fluid which 


they contained, falls on the neighbouring parts, and 


thereby fpreads the difeafe over almoft the whole 
body, if proper remedies are not ufed to check its 
progrefs. Where the puftules are very large, and 
attended with much inflammation, they are apt to 
run into boils. 


9. | The 
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The remedy which hasbeen ufed with the greateft 
fuccefs in the cure of this difeafe is fulphur, which 
is not only ufed externally in the form of ointment, 
as in the Unguentum Sulphuris, but is fometimes 
alfo employed internally. As its external ufe, al- 
though very efficacious, is however attended with 
much inconvenience from the dirtinefs of its appli- 
cation, as well as its difagreeable fmell, other reme- 
dies are frequently fubftituted. The moft effi- 
cacious of thefe are a folution of arfenic, or cor- 
rofive fublimate*, different combinations of the 
vitriolic acid+, white hellebore {; and a ftrong de- 
coction of digitalis. 

Such as are affli€ted with the itch fhould be de- 
barred thé ufe of high feafoned difhes, falred meats, 
fifh of all kinds, ana heating liquors; their diet 
confifting principally of vescables and milk, witha 
fmall proportion of a food. They fhould 
fhift their linen frequently, and pay the greateft at- 
tention to cleanlinefs. When the unguentum acidi 
vitriolici is ufed, the parts to which it is applied | 

- fhould 


* pe Hydrargyr. Muriat. er. vj.) { KR. Helleb. Albi Pulv. 2]. 


Ammon. Muriat. gr. x. Adipis Suillz Prepar. Ziv.M. 
Aq. Diftillat. Ziv. M. ft. Unguentum. 
ft. Lotio. | Gees 
-. Hydrargyr. Muniat. gr. x. | BR. Pulv. Rad. Helleb. 3). 
Ovi Unius Vitellum. Ag. Diftillat. f5i. 
Adipis Suille Preparat. Zj. M. Decoque ad libram unam et 
ft. Unguentum. liquori frigefacto et colate 
3 seoeomare -adde 
+ RR. Acidi Vitriolici 3fs. Spirit. Vinos. Reaif. Zi. M. 


Adipis Suille Praparat. 7). i ft, Lotto. 
fi, Unguentum, 


Vou. II. ‘s 


Ab 
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fhould be covered with flannel inftead of linen, ort 


account of the deftfuctive effeGts of the acid on 
vegetable fubftances. 


Of HERPES. 


Herpes confifts in an eruption of broad itchy 
{pots difperfed here and there over the fkin, of a 
whitifh or red colour, which at length run into each — 
other, and difcharge a thin oe fluid. After a 
certain time, they form fcurfy fcales, which peel off 
and leave the under furface red; the fame appear- 
ances are, however, renewed in a fucceffive feries, 
till the difeafe is either cured, or goes off fpon- 
taneoufly, which is however rarely the cafe. Being 
a local difeafe, and confined to the fkin, it feldom 
happens that the general health fuffers any change. 

Its caufes may be referred to a want of cleanli- 
nefs, alow diet, and a damp fituation; but certain 
conftitutions feem neverthelefs particularly predif- 
pofed to herpetic eruptions. | 

The cure of herpes is to be effected by lotions of 
vitriolated zinc, and cerufla acetata, as advifed under 
the head of Ring Worm, together with liniments 
compofed of mercury, or the vitriolic acid, as re- 
commended for the Itch. 

A ftrong decoétion of digitalis is faid to be an 
effectual external application to herpetic eruptions. 

Where the difeafe is inveterate, it may be necef- 
fary to have recourfe to the internal ufe of medicine, 

fuch 
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fuch as Plummer’s pill *, folution of corrofive fub- 
limate, decoétum ulmi, or vitriolic acid julap +; to- 
gether with a vegetable and milk diet. 


Of the RING WORM, 
or 


IMPE EFGO. 


‘Tuts is a cutaneous difeafe, and arifes moft fre« 
quently from coming in contact with thofe already 
affected by it; but in forne habits there feerhns a 
predifpofition to it. Itis a difeafe more frequently 
met with in warm climates than in cold ones, is of a 
very contagious nature, and in inveterate cafes, is 
very difficult to eradicate. 

Jt fhews itfelf in fmall red pimples, which break 
out in a circular form, and containa thin acrid fluid. 
When the body is heated by exercife, thefe itch in- 
tolerably, and upon being {Cratched, difcharge their 
contents, which by falling on the neighbouring parts, 
f{pread the difeafe to a confiderable degree. The 
original fize of the circle, formed by the pimples, is 
ufually about that of a fixpenny piece; but in pro- 
cefs of time, it will become, by neglett, as large as 
the palm of the hand. 


Where. 
# BR. Calomelanos + RK. Acid. Vitriolic. Zi. 
Sulph. Antim. Precip. 44 3). Aq. Fontan. Fils. poit 
Guaiac. Gummi-refine 31). effervefcentiam adde 
Balf, Copaib. q. f. M. ‘Syrup. Simp. +3ij! M. 
fiant Pilul. Lx. Capiat 3). vel 31). 
Capiat i—iv. omn, noc. hor. Bis terve in die ex Agua 
decubitus, Pare cyatho, 
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Where the difeafe is not of an inveterate nature, 
it may eafily be removed by wafhing the parts affected 
with fome kind of aftringent lotion *, and where: this 
fails, recourfe may then be had to the remedies 
advifed for the cure of the itch. The application of 
mufhroom ketchup,to the pimples is reported ‘to 
be a very efficacious remedy. 

It feldom happens that an internal ufe of medi- 
cine is neceflary. Where the difeafe is very in- 
veterate, fome gentle alterative, fuch as Plummer’s 
pill, with a decoction of the woods may probably be 
_moft proper. See Herpes. 


Of the GUINEA WORM. 


Tt HIs Difeafe confifts in afmall round worm, very 
much refembling the ftring,of.a violin, and of/a 
white colour all over, except. the. head, which is 
black, that. infinuates. itfelf. into. different. parts. of 
the body, immediately between the mufcles and 
cellular membrane. The arms, legs, and thighs- 
are however the moft general feats of it, in which 
parts it is often met with, of the length of one or 

two feet. | : 
It isa difeafe only to be met with amongft negroes 
that are brought from the-coaft of- Africa, or failors 
who 


- 


* R. Zinc. Vitriolat. 3%. 
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who are lately returned from thence, and has 
generally ‘been fuppofed'to arife from drinking or 
bathing in ‘the waters of ftagnant ponds, where the 
animalcules of the worm are depofited. It is how- 
ever, beyond all doubt, of a contagious nature, as 1 
have known it to fpread pretty univerfally through 
a gang of negroes, when ‘the neceflary precaution of 
feparating the difeafed from the healthy has been 
neglected. 

The guinea worm does not produce any acute 
‘pain, until it is near a ftate of maturity, at which 
period, the part in which it its lodged becomes 
{welled, inflamed, and very painful to the touch, 
and bears a ftrong refemblance to a boil, which is 
not much difpofed to fuppurate. The tumour, how- 
ever, breaks at laft, after having remained in an in- 
dolent ftate for a confiderable length of time, and 
then the head of the worm may be perceived pro- 
truded from the orifice, which continuing to pufh a 
litcle forward every day, may at laft be laid hold of 
with eafe. 

No injurious confequences ntlend on the difeafe 
when properly treated; but by breaking the worm 
from too much hurry in endeavouring to extract it, 
large abfceffes and ill-conditioned ulcers are fome- 
times formed. 

Whilft the tumour remains in a hard indolent 
ftate, it will be neceffary to keep an emollient poul-— 
tice coniftantly applied to it, in order to bring it to a 
{peedy and proper fuppuration. When it breaks, 
and the head of the worm protrudes fo far as that 
it can be laid hold of with eafe, apiece of cotton 

$3 rolled 
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rolled up like a quill, is then to be tied to it, and as 

-it advances, it is to be daily twifted gently round, 
until.the whole of it is extracted, ufing at the fame 
‘time the greateft precaution that it may not be 
broken. The wound 1s then to be covered with 
dry lint, over which is to be laid a pledget of tow, 
{pread with the unguentum refine flave. 

An internal ufe of medicine is feldom neceflary. 
As the difeafe has been mentioned to be of a con- 
tagious nature, it will always be advifable to fepa- 
rate the difeafed from the healthy, or at leaf{t not to 
Jer them come tn contact with each other. 


Of a CANCER, 


i or 


SARCOMA. 


A Cancer is an ulcer of the very worft kind, with 
an uneven furface, and ragged and painful edges, 
which fpreads in a very rapid manner, difcharges a 
thin acrimonious matter that excoriates the neigh- 
bouring intezuments, and has a very fetid fmell, 


and which is ufually preceded by a hard or {cirrhous - 


{welling of the part, if glandular. | 
The difeafe is moft commonly contined to glands, 
and particularly the teftes and mamma; but it 
is neverthelefs now and then to be met with in the 
face, 
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face, and other parts that are thinly covered with 
flefn, and which are at the fame time, a good deal. 
expoied to external irritation. From a lodgement 
of foot in the rugz of the fcrotum, chimney-fweepers 
who have arrived at the age of puberty, are very 
fubject to a peculiar cancerous affection in this part, 
and firft noticed by the late Mr. Pott *. 

A cancer arifes moft frequently from fome external 
injury, fuch as a blow; but is now and then to be met 
with as the confequence of previous inflammation 
excited by other caufes. From feveral perfons of 
one family having been known to be afflicted with 
cancer, it feems as if there had been in thefe cafes 
an hereditary predifpofition to the difeafe. 

It ufually begins with a {mall {welling in the 
eland, unaccompanied either by pain or any dif. 
colouration. This gradually increafes both in 
hardnefs and fize, is at length attended with lanci- 
nating pains, and varicous iwellings of the veins, 
and with an uneafinefs and painful fenfation in the 
neighbouring parts. It fometimes remains in this _ 
occult ftate for a confiderable length of time; but 
in other cafes, it proceeds on to fuppuration with 
great rapidity, and fo forms the ulcer. Its procrefs 
will, however, depend: much on the ftate of the 
patient’s conftitution, and whether the difeafe has 
arifen from an hereditary pre-difpofition, or from 
fome external injury. ; 

When the tumour ulcerates, and thereby affords an 
opportunity for an abforption of the matter into the 

fyftem, 


* See his Chirurgical Works, p. 734. 
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fyftem, we have every reafon to fuppofe that a cure 
can feldom, if ever, be effected; for although we may 
remove the difeafed part, {till the virus sil be likely 
fooner or later to fhew itfelf in fome other: glandular 
part. Extirpation, under fuch circumftances, will 
therefore, in all probability, be attended with no 
lafting advantage. ) 

Hhtae the ose or fcirrhous ftate of the tumour, 
it will be advifable to have recourfe to frequent to- 
pical bleedings by means of leeches, together with 
faturnine applications, gentle laxatives, fo as to keep 
an open belly, and a milk and vegetable diet. If 
thefe means fail, we may make trial of a weak mer- 
curial liniment to the part, together with a decoétion 
of the woods combined with fome antimonial pre- 
paration, as advifed under the head of Scirrhus, 
In the early ftage of the difeafe, a flight courfe of 
mercury (either by means of unction, as mentioned 
under the particular head of Scirrhus, or of fmall 
dofes of calomel or corrofive fublimate, joined with 
-antimonials, and affifted by vegetable fubftances which 


poflefs a diaphoretic nature, fuch as guaiac, faflafras, 


china-root, farfaparilla, and mezereon) has in fome 

cafes been attended with a very happy effect. 
Hemlock is a medicine which, fince the days of 

Stork, has been much employed in cancer, and of- 


ten, we have reafon to fuppofe, with confiderable ad-. 


vantage. To derive this with the greater certainty, 
however, we fhould make ufe of it before the ftate 
of ulceration commences. In adminiftering any of 


the preparations of hemlock, ‘we fhould always be- 


ein Wiel a {mall dofe, and fo augment it gradually, 


dll 


he 
te 
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till the patient begins to experience fome inconve- 
nient effects in the head and ftomach; at which pe- 
riod it is, that the advantages, if any can be pro- 
- duced, will begin to be manifeft. The extract is its 
moft active preparation, and this may be employed 
in pills of two grains each, from one to twelve, in 
the twenty-four hours. Drinking about a pint or a 
quart a day of the decoctuin farfaparilla compofi- 
tum, or the Lifbon diet-drink *, might probably in- 
creafe its powers. In this laft, the powdered anti- 
mony and pumice-ftone, are to be tied in feparate 
pieces of rag, and boiled along with the other in- 
eredients. i 

Where no advantage feems to be derived from 
any of the means which have been advifed; but, on 
the contrary, the tumour feems to be proceeding haf- 
tily on to fuppuration and ulceration, the only ef- 
fe€tual remedy thea left is its complete extirpation, 
‘and this we fhould not fail to enforce moft ftrenu- 
oufly tothe patient, provided it is moveable and not 
attached to bony parts, and its local fituation does 
not render the operation improper. 

As the female breafts are however liable to en- 
largements and indurations from external injuries, 
expofures to cold during a puerperal ftate, and fuch 

other 


* &. Sarfaparille Concif. 
Rad. Chine aa ifs. 
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other caufes which by inattention might poffibly be 
miftaken for a fcirrhus, it will certainly be very ne- 
ceffary in all doubtful cafes to fcrutinize minutely 
into the rife of the tumour, the fymptoms and ap- 
pearances with which it is attended, and the progrefs 
that it has made, in order that we may afcertain the 
real exiftence of the difeafe in queftion, previous to 
our having recourfe to the operation. 

Where this has been neglected, and the inflamma- 
tion has proceeded on to fuppuration and ulceration, 


we are then to endeavour to correct the fetor and ~ 


acrimony of the difcharge; to defend the adjacent 
parts from its effeéts, and to quiet the pain and leffen 
the irritability of the fore. 

The firft of thefe intentions is to be anfwered by 
- wafhing the ulcer with the dephlogifticated muriatic 
acid diluted with three times its weight, or more, ac- 
cording to the irritability of the fore, and the fmart- 
ing it occafions, as recommended by Dr. Crawford; 
and then applying a carrot poultice, or one compof- 
ed of an infufion of malt, oatmeal, and yeft, as di- 
rected under the head of Gangrene. The cataplaf- 
ma carbonis (which is compofed of about half a 
pound. of the common bread poultice, with two 
eunces of wood charcoal in very fine powder) is 


another application which has likewife been found 


highly ufeful in fweetening fetid ulcers, and ob- 


tunding the acrimony; and may perhaps be prefer- 


able to the fermenting cataplafm, as this, by lying on 
the part fome hours, becomes more offenfive than 
phe {mell it was intended to corre. 


char 


The application of carbonic acid gas, or air — 
3 | in 


» 
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in its élnftic ftate, has been much ufed in the ulcerat- 
ed {tage of the difeafe, and often with a feeming hap- 
py effect, as we are informed by Dr. Ewart, of 
Bath *, who employed it agreeable to the following 
procefs : 
The neck of a bladder was cut off, fo as to Fp iitalee 
a circular aperture into it, of fuch dimenfions as to 
correfpond nearly with the fize of the uicer of the 
breaft. A round hole of the fame fize was cut in a 
piece of foft leather, fpread with adhefive plafter, and 
large enough to furround the ulcer; the cut end of 
the bladder was introduced through the hole in the 
leather, and its edges folded back, and ftuck to the 
plafter on the oppofite fide, forming fomewhat of the 
fhape of a round hat, the plafter refembling the rim, 
and the bladder, when diftended, the crown. Inor- 
der more effectually to cement the adhefion of the © 
bladder to the plafter, and to make it air-tight, nar- 
row circular {trips of plafter were applied round their 
junction both infide and without. The large plaf- 
ter was then fixed on the mamma, the aperture in 
its centre, with the bladder fitted to it, being placed 
exactly over the ulcer, novpart of which was-touched 
by the plafter. A {mall orifice was made at the fun- 
dus of the bladder, fufficient to admit a tube of 
about a quarter of an’ inch diameter, which commu- 
nicated with the top of an inverted cylinder, fufpend- 
| red 


* See his Hiftory of Two Cafes of Ulcerated Cancer of the 
Mamma, one of which has been cured, the other much relieved, 
by a new method of applying carbonic acid gas. 
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ed upon water, which cylinder was filled with carbo- 
nic acid gas. The blad:er being clofely {queezed, to 
expel from it the atmofpheric air it contained, and the 
above-mentioned tube being inferted-into the orifice 
formed to receive it, and tied by a ligature paffed 
over the bladder, the iaverted palaces was preffed 
down in the water, fo that the carbonic acid air was 
made to rufh through the tube, and diftend the blad- 
der; the tube being then withdrawn, the orifice of 
the fundus of the bladder was tied, to prevent the 
efcape of the carbonic acid air, which was thereby 
kept in contact with the ulcer. As often as the 
bladder collapfed, fo as to fhew that much of this 
air had got out, it was filled in the fame manner as 
before; and this operation was repeated fometimes 
twice, fometimes three times a day, according as it 
appeared neceflary. A proof of this fimple appara- 
tus fully anfwering its purpofe, was, that the bladder, 
when filled at night, was for the moft part found to 
contain a confiderable quantity of its air the follow- 
ing morning, 

"The fecond indication of LMR the adjacent 
parts from being acted upon by the acrimony of the 
difcharge, is to be effected by dreffing or covering 


them with mild cerates, compofed of lapis calami- | 


naris or ceruffa acetata: and 
The third indication of quieting the pain, and lef. 
fening the irritability of the fore, is to be anfwered 


by fomenting it with a decoction of poppies, and 


then applying a cataplafm of cicuta, as likewife by 
an internat ufe of opium at the fame time. 

Henbane, nightfhade, and others of the narcotic 

I gery ss 8 
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elafs, have alfo been employed. in external applica- 
tions as well as cicuta. : 

Befides applications of the narcotic kind, many 
of a cauftic nature have been much ufed in the ul- 
cerated {lage of cancer, and they have been employ- 
ed under a variety of forms; but their principal in- 
gredients are well known to be either arfenic or cor- 


rofive fublimate. The moft noted are the Arundel 


powder, Guy’s powder, and Plunket’s powder *, the 
laft of which is a compofition of crows-foot, dogs- 


fermel, and arfenic. It is prepared and applied as 


follows: The crows-foot and dogs-fennel being frefh 
gathered and bruifed, the other ingredients are to be 
added, and the whole beaten into a pafte. This is 


to be formed into balls, and dried in the fun..§ When: 
ufed, they are to be powdered, mixed with the yolk. 
of an egg, and applied, on a piece of pig’s bladder, 


to the furface of the cancer. In this ftate the cauf- 
tic is to remain, till the efchar feparates {pontane- 
oufly. When this remedy is ufed in cancers of the 
nofe or lips, the greateft circum{pection will be ne- 
ceflary, left a portion of the arfenic fhould be fwal- 
lowed. 


A cauttic compofed of one ounce of powdered an~ 


timony,. and half an ounce of powdered arfenic, flux-. 
ed together ina crucible, and afterwards reduced to 
powder, was very extenfively ufed by the late Mr. 

Juftamond 


* BY. Ranunculi Acris Fol. 
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Juftamond in his treatment of cancers, and oftet 
with a moit happy effect. By an addition of pow- 
‘dered opium, this remedy may be reduced to any 
degree of mildnefss. 
Aileric, befides being applied externally in can- 
cers, has likewife been adniniigred intetnally, and 
-fometimes with a feeming goéd effect. Where the 
practitioner is defirous of making a trial of it, he can 
give Dr. Fowler’s folution, as mentioned under the 
head of Intermittent Fever. A poultice made with 
crumb of bread, and moiftened with fome of this 
folution, diluted to the proportion of one grain of 
arfenic to a quart, might probably prove a very good 
external application, as well as the two former which 
have been noticed 
Arfenic and cicuta, having beet found to poffefs 
preater virtues in this difeafe than any other reme- 
dies yet tried, it has been propofed as query * whe- 
ther we might not expect fome good effects from 
giving them both at the fame time? 
A (attikived folution of muriated barytes in dofes 
_ of from three or four to ten or twelve drops twice a 
day, in any convenient vehicle, has been recom- 
mended by Dr. Crawford in cancerous and icrophu- 
Jous affections. Inthe early ftage of cancer, it 
feems to have been frequently employed with fome 
advantage, but never in its laft flage. — 
-In the cancer {croti, to which chimney- -{weepers 
are peculiarly fubject, extirpation bids fair for effect- 


ing 


* See Dr. Temple’s Pradtice of Phyfic, p. 312. 
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~ ing a complete cure, if done before the virus has 
fejzed the tefticle, and the habit is tainted. A cafe 
of this nature, lately came uncer my care, in which 
the difeafed part was removed by ligatures; the pa- 
tient having been, fome months before his applica- 
tion to me, difcharged from the Winchefter hofpi- 
tal, for refufing to fubmit to an extirpation of the 
part with a knife, to which, undoubtedly, a decided 
preference was due. ‘The cure has however proved 
as complete a one as I ever witneffed, although the 
cafe was fomewhat deplorable, the patient being far 
advanced in life, and much emaciated by deeaie 
pain, and poverty. | 


Of th CHILBLAIN, 
oF 
PERNIO. 


Curterarns are painful inflammatory fwellings, 
of a deep purple or leaden colour, to which the fin- 
gers, toes, heels, and other extreme parts of the bo-= 
dy are fubjecét, on being expofed to a fevere degree 
of cold. The pain is not conftant, but rather pun- 
gent and fhooting at particular times, and an infup- 
portable itching attends. In fome inftances, the fkin 
remains entire, but in others, it breaks and dif- 

charges 
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chargesa thin fluid. When the degree of cold has 
been very great, or the application: long continued, 
the parts affected are apt to mortify and flough off; 
Jeaving a foul ill-conditioned ulcer behind. 

Children and old people are more apt to be trou- 
bled with chilblains than thofe of a' middle age ; and 
fuch as ate of a fcrophulous habit, are remarked to 
fuffer feverely from them. | 

. The beft mode of preventing Phere! affections 1s 
to avoid with much care any expofure to wet or cold, 
wherefore thofé who are fubject to them fhould be 
cautious, on the approach of winter, to cover the 
_ parts which are apt to be injured with woollen gloves 
and ftockings. 

In common cafes of chilbieins, as ‘foon as any 
part is perceived to be affected, it will be proper to 
rub it well with warm fpirits of rofemary, to which 
a fmall addition of fpirits of turpentine has been 
made; after which we may apply pieces of foft li- 
nen, moiftened with camphorated fpirits of wine or 
any of the embrocations here advifed*, and thefe 
are to be kept on conftantly. 

3 ‘When 
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‘When the fwellings break and difcharge a thin 
matter, or ulcerate, poultices and emollient oint- 
ments may be applied for a few days; but as thefe 
aré.apt to induce fungous excreflences over the 
fores, which it will be difficult afterwards to re- 
move, they fhould not be perfifted in long. The 
occafional application of cauftic to the edges, and 
drefling the fore daily with the unguentum hydrar- 
eyri nitratt will effectually prevent any luxuriancy 
of granulation. Should this be found of too ef- 
charotic a nature, its ftrength may eafily be re- 
duced by a {mall addition of the niche {per- 
Matis cet. 


Of ULCERS. 


Iw including ulcers amongft the other difeafes, 
it is by no means my intention to interfere with 
what belongs to the province of furgery, and only 
a few remarks will be made on fuch as are accom- 
panied by an affection of the fyftem, taking notice 
at the fame time of Mr. Baynton’s new method of 
treating thofe of an obftinate nature. 

Ulcers ufually proceed from fome external in- 
jury, fuch as a wound or bruife, being afterwards 
kept open by negleét or an improper mode of treat~ 

Vou. II. AD ment ; 
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ment; or they arife in confequence of inflammation, 
fyphilis, fcurvy, or fome other dileafe. 

When an ulcer is of long ftanding, and has be- 
come habitual, or feems to ferve as a drain in car= 
rying off fome peccant humour from the body, it. 
fhould by no means be healed up without fubfti- 
tuting an artificial difcharge in its ftead, by means 
of one or more iffues, as many have fallen martyrs 
to imprudences of this nature, but more particularly 
thofe who have been fomewhat advanced in life. 
Where an ulcer is of a recent nature, it ought to. 
be healed up as expeditioufly as poffible, with the 
affiftance of precipitate and light bandages carried 
from the foot and ankle upwards. 

Where the granulations rife above the level of 
the fkin, the vitriol of copper may be fubftituted as 
repreffing them, and leaving the furface more dif- 
pofed for cicatrization. Mr. Home recommends 
the application of rhubarb in thefe cafes, but its. 
powers feem of rather too feeble a nature. 

To fweeten fetid ulcers, and difpofe them to gra- 
nulate favourably, a poultice compofed of half a 
pound of the common farinaceous cataplafm, and 
two: ounces of wood charcoal, well mixed together, 
is often employed with a moft happy effect. Car- 
rots boiled’ ‘a fufficient length of time, and. then 
mafhed into a pulp, fo as to form a poultice of a 
proper confiftence, are alfo ufed in cafes of this na-_ 
ture with a fimilar good effect. In ulcers requiring 
to be treated with powerful antifeptic remedies, 
the Cataplafma Effervefcens of the Pharmacopoeia 

3 | 3 Chirurgica 
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Chirurgica (as directed to be prepared under the 
head of SE) will be the moft proper appli-. 
cation. — } 
In ulcers of long ride, and where the habie 
of body is vitiated, befides attending to the local 
affection, it will be right to endeavour to amend 
the depravity of conftitution, by adminiftering 
medicines of an alterative nature, fuch as Plum- 
mer’s pill, a folution of corrofive fublimate and a: 
decoction of the woods. Where we have reafon to 
fufpect a venereal taint to be lurking in the contfti- 
tution, thefe medicines will be indifpenfibly ne- 
ceffary. 

Where ulcers arife in confequence of fcurvy, the 
remedies advifed under that head muft be reforted 
to, befides attending to the fores. , 

It not unfrequently happens, that a combination — 
ef the different kinds of ulcer takes place, and. 
that the callous is attended with a fpecific morbid 
action, The latter may be removed, and yet the: 
ulcer may be intractable from affuming the former 
chara¢ter. Whatever plan of treatment be adopted, 
it appears evidently the intention to reduce it to the 
{tate of a fimple ulcer. Whether in this form, or 
attended with callous edges, the plan of treatment: 
- recommended by Mr. Baynton will be proper. He 
writes as follows. 

The parts fhould be firft cleared of that hair 
which is fometimes found in confiderable quanti-. 
ties upon the legs, by means of a razor, that none 
of the difcharges by being retained, may become 
acrid and inflame the {fkin, and that the dreffings 

T 2 may 
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may be removed with eafe at each time of. their 
renewal, which in fome cafes, where the difcharges 
are very profufe and the ulcers very irritable, may 
perhaps be neceffary twice in the twenty-four 
hours, but which I have, in almoft every inftance, © 
been only under the neceffity of performing once in 
that {pace of time. 

The plafter fhould be prepared for fpreading, by 
melting in an iron ladle over a flow fire, four ounces 
of common plafter of diachylon, with half a drachm 
of yellow refin; when melted, it fhould be ftirred 
till it begins to cool, and then fpread thinly upon 
flips of {mooth porous calico of a convenient length 
and breadth, by fweeping it quickly from the end 

that is held by the left hand of the perfon who 
fpreads it, to the other end that muft be held firmly 
by another perfon, with the common elaftic f{patula 
that is ufed by apothecaries ; the uneven edges muft 
then be cut off, and the pieces fo prepared, cut into 
flips of from two to three inches in breadth, and of 
a length that will, after being paffed round the limb, 
leave an end of about four inches. 

The middle of the piece fo prepared, fhould then 
be applied to the found part of the limb, that is op- 
pofite to the inferior part of the ulcer, fo that the 
lower edge of the plafter may be placed about an 
inch below the edge of the fore, and the ends fhould 
then be drawn over the ulcer with as much gradual - 
extenfion as the patient can well bear: other flips. 
fhould be fecured in the fame way, each abdve the 
other, until the whole furface of the fore and the limb 


are 
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are completely covered with the plafter, at leaft an 
inch above and below the difeafed part. | 
The whole of the affected parts fhould then be de- — 

fended with pieces of foft calico, three or four times 
doubledand very evenly applied; and acalico bandage 
of about three inches in breadth and four or five yards 
in length, or rather as much as will be fufficient to 
fupport the limb from the foot to the knee, fhould 
be applied with as much firmnefs as can be borne by 
the patient, and as much evennefs as can be obtain- 
ed by the attention of the furgeon, by paffing it firft 
round the leg at the ankle joint, then once or twice 
round the foot, and afterwards up the limb till it 
reaches the knee, obferving that each turn of the 
bandage fhould have its lower edge {fo placed, as to 
be about an inch above the lower edge of the fold 

next below. | 
The whole of the parts that are at all affected, 
fhould then be well moiftened .with cold {pring 
water, poured from a large tea-pot; and it fhould, 
if the parts be much inflamed, or the difcharges 
either acrid or profufe, be renewed as often as the 
heat of the parts may indicate, or perhaps at leaft 
once in every hour. The patient may then take 
what exercife he pleafes, as I have been generally 
told by mine, that they have been eafier when they. 
walked much; and have as generally found that 
their cures have not been retarded, but, on the con- 
trary, moft times accelerated by their exertions in 
that way; and I think it will be obvious, that cures 
which are obtained under, fuch treatment, will be 
much more lafting than thofe that are accomplifhed 
P93 in, 
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in any way where the patient is confined to his 
bed. 


_ Mr. Baynton HT I have chofen to apply the 


-mneans here recommended to thofe cafes that have 


fallen under my care, at an early hour in the morn- 
ing ; that is before the oedema has come on which fo 
frequently attends fuch cafes; firft, with a view to 
reftore the tone of the refluent veffels, by fupporting 


their fides when in a natural ftate, and fecondly, 


with the expectation of being able to bring the di- 
vided edges nearer together, whilft the parts are in — 
that fituation, and the fkin relaxed, than it would 


-be poffible to do when the parts are diftended by 


tumefaction. 
I have alfo preferred the ufe of calico to linen, 


from much experience of its fuperiority in many re- 


fpects: it does not fubjeét the parts to that incon- 
venient and undue ftricture that is experienced in 
the ufé of linen; it is more pervious, and confe- 
quently: prevents the formation of finufes, which — 
might be occafioned by a compleat retention of the 
difcharges, if accompanied by the preffure fo much 
recommended; it appears to poffefs more of the ac- 
commodating properties of the true {kin, and by its 
elafticity, is well calculated to yield a little to muf- 
cular action, whilft it affords fufficient fupport to. 
the parts; and laftly, it is much cheaper. I have ~ 
before faid, that porous calico will be found moft 
ufeful, and I prefer that which being fmooth and 


. free from inequalities, is to be bought at about a 


fhilling a yard, to that which is more expenfive, and 
lefs pervious, Asa bandage too, I think it much 
: preferable 
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preferable to either linen or flannel; it 1s more elaf- 
tic, foft, and accommodating than the former; and 
befides being lefs cumbrous and more cleanly than 
the latter, poffefies the additional advantage of being 
a much better conduétor of that morbid heat which . 
fo conftantly affects inflamed parts, and which it is 
eflential to remove. 

The many cafes cited by Mr. Baynton in his 
trad *, feem clearly to eftablifh the fuperiority 
of this method of treatment over every other that 
has yet been adopted, and to prove that fpeedy cures 

-may be obtained in the worft and oldeft ulcers, of 
the pooreft people, even where the true fkin cannot 
be brought forward, fo as in any degree to cover 
the denuded parts. | 

Mr. Baynton afks, to what circumftances are we 
to afcribe thefe facts? and goes on to fay, they can- 
not furely be referred to the ingredients of the ad- 
hefive plafter, to the effects of the bandage, to the 
exercife that is ufed, nor to any conftitutional inter- 
ference, as the fame effects have always followed 
the application of thefe principles, whether the pa- 
tients have been young er old, robuft, or emaciated, 
temperate, or diforderly ; whilft ointments, com- 
pofed of the fame ingredients as the adhefive platter, 
bandages, exercife, and all the means, except the 
enaeavour to bring thz divided parts together, to which 
it may be fuppofed the cures can be attributed, had 

been 


* See his defcriptive account of a new method of treating old 
ulcers of the legs. 
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been tried in every way in moft cafes, without any 
{uch advantages being obtained. 

This Gileftion Mr, Baynton anfwers ae by 
_ referring to Mr. Hunter’s doétrine on this fubjedt, 
which teaches, that fores in their progrefs of healing, 
are leffened in their extent, by a contraction of the 

newly formed granulations, and that this contraction 
is affifted by the mechanical effects of the adhefive 
plafter applied in the way juft mentioned. 

Another theory, as to the modus operandi of the 
remedy, has been fuggefted by Mr. Simmons *, 
furgeon to the Manchetter Infrmary, who aipheen 
highly of the employment of adhefive plafters, as 
recommended by Mr. Baynton, and feems to con- 
fider it as one of the greateft improvements in mo- 
dern furgery: he has found, that more can be ac- 
complifhed by it in one week, than could be effected 
in feveral according to the old method. 

Mr. Baynton, " obferves, confiders the efficacy 
of his plan as depending on i endeavour to bring 
the divided parts nearer together. But whoever 
attends to its effect, on an extenfive old ulcer, on 
the anterior part of the leg, for example, will fee the 
impoffibility of bringing the original {kin to approxi- 
mate. Admitting a a the benefit may be pro- 
duced in two ways: Jirft, by acting as a bandage, 
giving tone, and removing ndaacan: and Jecondly, 
by keeping the ulcerated furface level with the fur- 

rounding 


, ie 
* “See Dr. Duncan’s Annals of Medicine for 1797> Article 
the ‘14th, 
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rounding fkin. The procefs of fkinning refembles 
the freezing of water, or the cryttallization of falts, 
both of Riteiunes facilitated by an even furface, 
which is effential to the due configuration of the 
~cryftals. On the fame principle it is, that the ad- 
hefive plafters are fo efficacious. Such are this _ 
gentleman’s fentiments on the modus operandi of 
the method propofed by Mr. Baynton, and they 
feem very plaslioue: 


Of SPRAINS, 


Ac CIDENTS of this nature happen moft fre- 
quently in the wrifts, knees, and ankles; and are 
ufually occafioned by a flip, or fome fudden effort or 
yiolent exertion. | 
Sprains of the tendons and ligaments are ufually 
productive of an immediate painful and inflamma- 
tory fwelling. Jn fevere fprains there is often not 
only an increafed action of the arteries in the inflam- 
ed part, but there is likewife an inftantaneous effu- 
fion from the rupture of fome of the {mall veffels. 
In general, we may fuppofe the effufion to be of the 
ferous kind, as the fkin is not altered in colour for 
fome time after the accident; but it fometimes hap- 
pens that the tumefied parts are either of a deep red 
or leaden colour from the very firft, owing to blood 
being extravafated from the ruptured vefiels. ’ 
co as : 1 
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In the treatment of fprains, two circumftances 
are principally to be attended to: the firft, to pre- 
vent by every poffible means, the fwelling from ar- 
riving at any confiderable magnitude; the fecond, to 
employ thofe remedies which are known to be pow- 
erful in removing inflammation. 

To anfwer the’ firft of thefe intentions, reftringene 
applications, fuch as vinegar, ardent fpirits, and the 
_ lees of red wine may be made ufe of. By immerfing 
the injured part in any of thefe immediately on re- 
ceiving the injury, the effufion will be rendered 
much lefs than it otherwife would be, and may per- 
haps be altogether prevented. Plunging the {prain- 
ed limb into the coldeft water that can be procured 
as foon after the accident as poffible, is often at- 
tended with the beft effect, and may be advifed as 
the firft ftep, till one or other of the articles juft 
mentioned can be procured, 

To anfwer the fecond intention of removing in- 
flammation, we may have recourfe to local blood- 
letting by the application of feveral leeches to the 
tumefied part; and if the pain and inflammation do 
not fubfide readily, their application may be repeat- 
ed the next day. Should any degree of fever attend 
in confequence of the violence of the fprain, opiates 
’ together with refrigerants, and the remedies which 
prove ufeful in other inflammations producing fever, 
ought to be adminiftered. 

In cafes where the accident is trifling, or after 
blood has been drawn off from the part affected, we 
may apply a diluted folution of the ceruffa acetata or 

aqua 
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aqua lithargyni, by keeping linen cloths dipt in either 
of them conftantly to it throughout the courfe of the 
day. At night, a poultice confifting of oatmeal and 
linfeed meal mixed up with vinegar may be laid on. 
This laft, however, will not be effentially neceflary, 
except where much tenfion and pain are prefent. 

With thefe and fuch other difcutient applications*, 
proper reft will be neceffary for the limb, which 
never fhould be kept in a pendent pofition. 

W here a weaknefs remains behind in confequence 
of a fprain, pumping cold water upon the partevery | 
morning, and wearing a calico bandage for a con- 
fiderable length of time, as a {upport to it, will be the 
beft means to purfue. 


& 


, . 
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Of SCALDS and BURNS. 


Tw all accidents of this nature, it feems to be of the 
utmoft importance to apply a remedy at the inftant; 

for by this means, the violent anguith is allayed, and 
wefication which in fcalds at leaft, is ufuaily fo con- 
fiderable as to lay the foundation for a tedious cura- 
tive procefs, isin a great degree prevented. . Of the 

*remedies moft quickly to be procured on fuch oc- 
cafions, rum or brandy may be had recourfe to, but 
above all, plunging the part which has fuftained the 
accident without a moment’s delay into very cold 
water, of pumping upon it, is of the greateft 
' fervice. Of late, the application of ice has been 
much recommended by Sir James Earle, and a few 
other practitioners of eminence. 

Where the fkin is fcorched and deftroyed, the 
part may be fmeared with a feather dipped into the 
oily iiniment * here advifed, as is the practice at 
St, Thomas’s hofpital, previous to which it may be 
wafhed with fome foothing application f. 

To alleviate pain and procure reft, in cafes where 
the injury is of an extenfive nature, it will be right 
to have recourfe to opiates, | 
When 

* R. Olei Olivee Fiij. Vel 
‘Aq. Calcis Zvj. M. R. Aq. Lithargyr. Acet. 3}. 


os Spirit. Campbor. 21. 
fr, Lanimentum. Ag. Diftillar th a 
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When much febrile heat enfues, we fhould em- 
ploy gentle laxatives, as likewife refrigerants; in. 
_fhort the ar dome eat plan fhould ftrictly be ad- 
hered to. 

If the parts become: livid and black, ‘fo as to 
threaten the coming on of a mortification, then the 
Peruvian bark and wine, with the other means ad- 
vifed under that particular head, muft be reforted to. 

Inftead of the application of cold water, ice, and 
the other foothing means juft mentioned, a plan of a. 
direct oppofite nature has lately been recommended 
by Mr. Edward Kentith, furgeon *. He advifes to. 
apply ftimulants externally, fuch as {pirits of turpen- 
tine, the fluor volatile alkali, and ether fo managed 
as to avoid the cooling procels of evaporation, 

In their application, we are dire&ted to proceed 
as follows. ‘he injured parts are to be bathed two 
or three times over with fpirits of wine, or fpirits of 
wine with camphor, or fpirit of turpentine, heated 
by ftanding in hot water. After this, a liniment is 
to be applied on foft cloth, compofed of the com- 
mon yellow bafilicon, foftened with fpirit of turpen- 
tine. This liniment is to be renewed only once in 
a4 hours, and at the fecond dreffing, the parts.are to 
be wafhed with proof fpirit, or laudanum made 
warm. When a fecretion of pus takes place, milder 
applications muft be made, till the cure is effected. 

To excite the fyftem at the fame time, he recom- 
mends the internal ufe of ether, brandy, opium, and 
other ftimulants, which are to be given in proportion 
to the degree of injury, immediately after the acci- 

dent 
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. dent, and to be repeated once or twice within the 
firft twelve hours, and afterwards wine or ale till 
‘fuppuration takes place, when it will be no longer 
neceflary to excite the fyftem. 

On this mode of treatment fo highly fpoken of by 
Mr. Kentifh, I have to remark that it requires not 
only his own further experience, but likewife the 
concurrent teftimony of other practitioners. Mr- 
Bell has:indeed lately favoured us with fome obfer- 
vations * which tend oreatly to recommend it. His 
words are, “ The fuperiority of the ftimulating 
“© practice is manifefted in this; that when the cite. 
« tial oil of turpentine is applied to a fcalded or 
«¢ burned part, relief is, in moft cafes that I have feen, 
«© produced within half an hour, provided that the 
« remedy is made ufe of as foon after the accident 
« as poffible; nor have I obferved any cafe, under 
«¢ the above circumftances, where the pain was pro- 
. tracted more than two hours. 

« In feveral flight cafes where I have feen cold 
« water nrade'ufe of, it always required fix, and not 
« unfrequently eight hours to free the fufferer from 
agony; for the moment the application of cold 
water ceafed, the pain returned with much greater © 
violence. He adds, I recolleét a cafe which an 
eminent furgeon in Newcaftle, Mr. Anderfon, 
«© communicated to Mr. Kentifh more than twa. 
«© years ago, and which is moft decidedly in favour 
of whatis here advanced. A Lady had both her 
arms feverely fcalded with boiling water, from 
above the elbows down to the finger ends. The. 
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«¢ ol. terebinth, was applied to one arm foon after the 
** accident, and the other plunged into cold water, 
*© which was renewed as often as it became warm. 
«¢ That arm to which the ol, terebinth. was applied, 
© became perfectly eafy in about half an hour; the 
the other continued to give pain, when taken out 
© of the water, even for an inftant, for more than. 
fix hours; and.as far as I recollect, it required a 
much longer time for its cure than the other.” 
By further information from Mr, Kentifh, * we 
are yiven to underftand that the faculty in his neigh-. 
_ bourhood t+ have almott all adopted his mode of. 
practice on the fulleft conviction of its efficacy. It 
appears likewife that Mr. S. Hammick, jun. of the 
royal naval hofpital at Plymouth, has favoured him 
with his opinion of its fuperior merit to every other 
means ufed in that extenfive inftitution, where he 
has an ample field for experiment, from the frequent 
explofions of gun powder on board his majefty’s 
fhips. His words are, “‘ I am decidedly of opinion. 
«© that the practice of applying immediately to burns 
‘ the fpirit of turpentine, is the beft I have ever yet 
feen adopted, as the procefs to fuppuration is, in: 
«« oeneral, more rapid, and thofe irregular marks, or 
feams, found after other applications, are not to be 
“¢ met with after the turpentine; neither is the fkin 
fo difpofed to crack, or break open again, a9 was — 
“ formerly too often the cafe, producing the moft 
‘© troublefome and irritable fores.” 
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» In Mr. Kentith’s fecond effay on burns, in whith | 
he attempts to refute the opinion of Sir James 
Earle, on the fuppofed benefit of the application of - 
ice in fuch accidents, a number of additional proofs 
are brought forward to eftablifh the fuperiority of 
his ftimulant mode of treatment over that of cold 
applications. In the detail of praétice he has how- 
ever been induced to make fome alterations from his 
original plan, notwithftanding that he therein purfues 

the F pridiciple of treatment sccoreheiaeas in his firft 
effay. His words are, “In the firit fpecies, where 
© the aétion of a part only is increased, \ have not found 

“© any thing better for the firft application than the 
« heated ol, terebinth. and the digeftive thinned with 
“ the fame. In fuperficial hehe. when the paiz has 
“© ceafed, it will be advifable to defift from this ap- 
«¢ plication in about four and twenty hours, as that 
'€ time, in many cafes, will be fufficient, and at the » 
© fecond dreffing, a digeftive fufficiertly thinned 
© with common oil, will be adequate to the cafe, and 
«¢ onthe third day to begin with the ceratum e lapide 
‘ caliminar. I have frequently feen fecondary in- 
«* flammation excited by the remedy, which in the 
«¢ firft inftance puzzled and perplexed me confide- 
<‘ rably: I have likewife been informed of this 
« confequence by fev eral gentlemen. The moit 
«¢ certain remedy for this unpleafant fymptom is to 
<¢ apply a plafter with digeftive thinned with oil, or 
“<a plafter of cerate, and over that a large warm 
“¢ poultice. ‘This moft effectually takes off the ir- 
© ritation of the part, and the cerate’ will finifh the. 
« cure, Should there be much uneafinefs of the 
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bs fyftem, an anodyne Pep eionke to the age of the 
‘¢ patient fhould be given.’ 

Mr. Parkinfon, i Leicefter, is another advacate 
for the ftimulating plan, and fpeaks highly of the 
efficacy of {pirits of wine in relieving pain and in- 
flammation occafioned by burning of fealding any 
part of the body *. The mode of treatment he re- 
commends, is to’ cover the parts with pieces of 
bladder, foftened by dipping them in warm water, 
keeping the outer furface conftantly wetted with the 

fpirits. Fie mentions that the pain ufually ceafes in 
half an hour, but in deep arid extenfive burns, 
the application muft be continued for twelve or 
twenty-four hours, at the end of which time the in- 
flammation will be found to be entirely removed. 
To heal the ulcer, a cerate of wax and oil may 
then be applied. 

In the fecond volume of Medical Tracts and Ob- 
fervations, the late Mr. John “Hunter has ftated 
the communications of an eminent brewer at Edin- 
burgh (Mr. David Cleghorn) on the fubject of 
burns aud fcalds, which accidents have been very 
fuccefsfully treated by applying vinegar. The good 
effects of vinegar in thefe cafes, Mr. Kentifh is in- 
clined to attribute to the alcohol it contains. 


* See Memoirs of the Medical Society, Vol. 5, Article 7. 
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Of a SUPPRESSION aid DIFFICULTY 
of URINE, 


or 
- ISCHURIA ad DYSURIA.. 


Wuen there is a frequent defire of making water — 
attended with much difficulty in voiding it, the com-_ 
complaint is called a dyfury or ftrangury ; and when 
there is a total fuppreffion of urine, it is. known by 
the name of an ifchury.: Both ifchuria and dyfuria 
are diftinguifhed into acute, when arifing in confe- 
quence of inflammation, and chronic, when pro-— 
ceeding from any other caufe, fuch as calculus, &c. 
The caufes which give rife to thefe difeafes are, an 
inflammation of the urethra, occafioned either by 
venereal fores, or by a ule of acrid injections, tumour 
or ulcer of the proftate gland, inflammation of the 
bladder or kidneys, confiderable enlargements of the 
hemorrhoidal veins, a lodgement of indurated feces 
in the rectum, fpafm at the neck of the bladder, the 
abforption of cantharides applied externally on taken — 
internally, and excefs in drinking either fpirituous or 
vinous liquors; but particles of gravel fticking at: 
‘the neck of the bladder, or lodging in the urethra, 
. and thereby producing irritation, prove the moft 
frequent caufe.. Gouty matter falling on the neck 
of the bladder, will fometimes occafion thefe com- 
plaints. ) 
| In| 
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Tn dyfury, there is ‘a frequent inclination to make 
water, attended'with a fmarting pain, heat, and dif- 
ficulty in voiding it, together with’ a‘fenfe’ of fulnefs 
in the region ofthe bladder. "The fymptoms ofte 
vary however, according to the caufe which has 
giver rife to it. fit proceeds from a calculus in 
the kidney”or ureter, befides the affections men- 
tioned, it will be accompanied: with naufea, vomit- 
ing, and acute pains in’the loins’and region of the 
ureter and kidney ‘of the’ fide affeted. “When a 
ftofie in the bladdér or gravel in the urethra is the 
caufe, an acute pain will be felt at the énd of the 
penis, particularly‘on voiding the laft drops of urine, 
and the ftream of water will either be divided into 
two, or be difcharged ‘in’ a twilted manner not un- 
like a'cork fcrew. Ifa fcirrhus of the proftate gland | 
has occafioned the fuppreffion or difficulty of urine, 
a’ hard indolent tumour unattended with any acute 
pain may readily be felt in the perineum, or by in- 
troducing the finger in ano, | | 
 Dyfary is feldom attended with much danger, 

unlefs by neglect it fhould terminate in a total ob- 
{truction. If{chury may- always be regarded as a 
dangerous complaint, when it continues for any 
length of time, from the great diftention and often 
confequent inflammation, which enfue.. In thofe— 
cafes where neither a bougie, nor a catheter can be 
_ introduced, the event in all probability will be fatal, 
as few patients will fubmit to the only other means 
of drawing off the urine before a confiderable degree 
of inflammation, and tendency-to gangrene have 
taken place, . 

: Us: When 
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When a dyfury has arifen in confequence of the 
application of a blifter, as fometimes happens, 
nothing more will be neceffary than to direct the 
patient to drink plentifully of warm diluent liquors, 
fuch as a thin folution of gum arabic, linfeed tea, 
or barley water. When it proceeds from any other 
caufe, and the fymptoms are. violent, befides the 
means juft mentioned, flannel cloths wrung out in 
a warm deco¢tion of emollient herbs, or a bladder 
filled with warm water fhould be kept conftantly 
applied over the region of the pubis, and emollient | 
glyfters fhould be injected frequently, both with the 
view of acting as an internal fomentation, and of 
diflodging any indurated foeces which may be col- 
leéted, and which by their preffure and ftimulus 
will of themfelves often produce a ftrangury, or 
difficulty of making urine. 

In an ifchury of any continuance, it will always be 
advifable to guard againft the taking place of any 
degree of inflammation, by drawing off a quantity of 
blood, proportionable to the age and habit of the 
patient, at an early period of the complaint, befides 
having recourfe to emollient fomentations, and laxa- 
tive glyfters, 

Jf the fuppreffion does not give way to thefe 
means, the patient fhould be put into a warm bath, 
and having kept him in it for about ten minutes, or 
a quarter of an hour, he is then to. be taken out, and 
the introduction of a catheter or hollow bougie to be | 
attempted, 

In every inftance of the complaint, whether ari- 
fing from ftricture, gravel, inflammation, or {pafm, 
2 | opiates 
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opiates will prove highly ferviceable, and ought 
therefore to be adminiftered not only by the mouth 
along with diuretics *, but likewife in clyfters re- 
peated very Bacteay: +. 

InjeCting fweet oil, or even warm milk, and 
water frequently up the urethra will often afford re- 
hef, efpecially if the fuppreffion has been occafioned 
by a {mall piece of gravel which has ftuck in the 
canal. 

In both ifchuria and dyfuria arifing from gravel 
or a ftone in the bladder, befides adopting this ftep, 
we fhould have recourfe to the means adviled eX- 
prefsly under thefe heads. 

Making the patient ftand on a cold ftone floor, 
_ and applying fnow or ice to the region of the 
pubis, have been known to remove a fuppreffion 
of urine when other remedies have failed. 

When 
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Vitel. Ovi q. f.ad folut. 
et adde 
Decoét,pro Enemat. cfs 
Ol, Ricini 
Tin, Opii gutt. L. i 
ft. Enema. 


Fel 


RX Terebinth. vulg. 3iij. 
Vitel. Oviij vel q. f. ad 
Solut. et adde 
Decoét. pro Enemat. 3 xij. 
Ol. Olivze Zi. 
Tinét.Opiigutt.xxx —L.M. 
ft. Enema, 
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>, When all thefe means. prove. unfuccefsful, to- - 
‘ ete * will often be attended with a happy 
effech; but from: the languor, faintnefs, cold {weats, 
naufea, and great depreffion of, the living, power; 
which they pre duce, (even: to, an alarming degree 
fom ietimes) it: is dificult:to: pertuade: patients to 
-fubmit to them on any frefh attack of the complaint. 
For the difcovery of a new and-very ‘efficacious 
remedy in fuppreffions of urine, arifing from {pafm, 
the profeffion is» much indebted to’ Mr.».Cline-— 
This is the Tinétura Ferri Muriati, which isto be 
given in. dofes. of ten drops, repeated ‘every ten 
minutes, until fome fenfible effect is. produced. 
After fix dofes the urine ufually fows freely.;, To 
the good effects of this remedy I can myfelf bear 
teftimony, having tried it in two cafes of kpalinedic 
fuppreffion with . faces. | 
In.ifchuria, particularly where it is of a chronic 
nature, camphor has been found a very valuable 
medicine, -and may be given as-advifed. below. +, 
adminiftering | a dofe of “the oleum ricini now and: 
thea, : lee A 
ain po abe cafes, where all the “méans hich 


“have been advifed prove “ineffectual, and where 
. — imminent 


¢ 


t 


* KR  Nicotiane Sicce 33}. 
_ Aq. Fervent. thy. Col. 
ft. sted seat Gh 
+ KR Camphor. gr. v. 
Calomel. gr. iij.—v. 


Oa gr. i. 
~ Conferv. Auraut. q. f. M, 
ft. Bolus bis in dic fimaesdos. 


- 
ey | 
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imminent danger is to be apprehended from the 
vait diftention 1 OF the bladder, recourfe fhould be 


_ had before it is too late, to the oneragn of punc- 


turing it with a trocar. — 
Thofe who are: fubjeCt to the affections here 


treated of, ought carefully to guard againit all ex- 


Saal 


tained in its cavity, 


pofures to ‘cold, and seoc ee getting wet in the 
feet: they fhould lead a temperate life, avoid all 
fevere exercife, efpecially on horfeback, and they 
fhould ufe. every precaution againft receiving any 
venereal taint. .Thofe who are liable to a iup- 


_ preffion or difficulty- of urine, either from ftrictures 


or caruncles in the urethra, will aét prudently in 
wearing a bougie for an hour or two every day. | 


Of an INCONTINENCY of URINE, 
or : . 
ENEURESIS.'! 


Tuts difeafe ufually proceeds either fice relaxation 
or a paralytic affection of the fphinéter of the 
bladder, induced by various debilitating caules, 
fuch as too free a ufe of {pirituous liquors, maftur- 


bation, and excefs in venery; or it arifes from com- 


preffion on the bladder, from a difeafed flate of 
the organ, or from fome irritating fubftance con- — 


~ 


ae . A Wheao 
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When it prevails in confequence of relaxation in 
‘the parts, the cure is to be attempted by general and 
topical bathing, but more particularly the latter; by 
blifters applied to the perinzeum, and by an internal 
ule of chalybeates and other tonics, as advifed under 
the head of Dy{pepfia. The Uva Urfi taken froma 
fcruple to half a drachm twice or thrice a day, 
drinking about half a pint cf lime water after each 
dofe, may likewife be of fome fervice. 

Should the difeafe be owing to a paralyfis of the 
bladder, befides applying a blifter to the perinzeum, 
and making ufe of eleétricity to the parts, we fhould 
give the patient medicines of a ftimulating nature, 
fuch as cantharides. 

When it is occafioned by any extraneous fub- 
ftance lodged in the bladder, fuch as a ftone, we 

cannot effect a cure but by removing this. 

As arifing from pregnancy, it is only to be re- 
lieved by delivery ; but poffibly it may be palliated 
by confining the woman as much as or to an 
horizontal pofture, 

To prevent in men the urine from galling and 
excoriating the parts, it will be neceflary for the 
patient to wear fome vefiel adapted to the penis that 
- will receive it as it drops; or he may wear a jugum 
penis, which will prevent its being evacuated invo- 
luntarily. Women may weara fponge fo faftened as 
to abforb the moifture. | 


a 
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or 


ANAPHROGDISIA. 


~ Iw fome cafes this difeafe is owing to an original 
defeét in the organs of generation; but it more 
ufually arifes either from topical weaknefs, brought 
on by excefs in venery, or onanifm; or from great 
debility in the fyftem, produced by fevere evacua- 
tions, preceding difeafes, or the want of nutritive food. 
In a few inftances, it may be occafioned probably 
by a want of fufficient confidence, or a degree of 
fear at the time. 

Where the difeafe proceeds from an original defe@ 
in the organs of generation, it will not be poffibie to 
effect a cure. When it depends upon fome difeafe of 
the parts, this muft be removed by the means which 
have been pointed out as moft proper. 

If it arifes in confequence of general weaknefs, 
the fyftem is to be ftrengthened by a generous 
nutritive diet, by cold bathing both general and 
topical, by the Peruvian bark, myrrh, chalybeates, 
and other tonics, as advifed under the head of Dyf- 


pepfia. Stimulants, fuch as cantharides *, might | 


likewife be of fervice, if given in fmall dofes, 


ae Of 
* K. Cantharid. grs. xvilj. 
Opii 
Camphore 44 grs. xxxvj. 
Conferv. Cynofbat.q. f. M. 
Fiant Pilule xxxvj. Capiat j. omn. not. hora decubitus. 
Fel ; 
IX. Deco. Cinchon. 3}. 
Ting, Cinnam, C. 3ij. 
—— Cantharid. gutt. xij. 
Acid, Vitriol. Dilut. gutt. xx. M. 
ft. Hauftus ter in die fumendus. 
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of FUROR UTERINUS, 


Ts 1s difeafe comes on with melancholy, lafcivious 
cafting about of the eyes, and frequent fighing, and 
as it increafes, the face becomes red and_' fluthed, 
and the woman makes ufe of libidinous geftures 
and f{peeches, and fhews,an immoderate.defire for 
coition. 

It frequently arifes either from inflammation of 
the pudenda, or from an acrimony in the fluids of 
the parts. In moft inftances, it ought to be confi- 
dered asa high degree of hyfteria, or as a fpecies 
of madnefs. 

When the difeafe i is the confequence of local in- 
flamation, we mutt refort to bleeding and cooling 
laxative medicines, together with refrigerants, fick 
as nitre, and topical application of fedative lotions *, 
roeernady, we may likewife employ carpal com-~ 
bined with opium fF. 


If 
* B. Aq. Difillat. Ziv. ce Dassen oh. 
— Lithargyr. Acet. — Nitri gr. x. 
guit. XXv. Ooi gncth 
Tind. Opii gutt. x}. pii gr. 


Confery. Rofe.q. f. M. 


Fel 
, | | ft. Bolus ter Esai die 
~ BR. sa oe ! far PRE 


Spirit. Vin. Reétif. a a Jj. ° 
Tinct, Opii gut. L. M. 
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If itiproceeds from acrid matter, the patient mutt 
drink pleatifully of cooling demulcent liquors. In- 
- jections of the fame nature may alfo be thrown up 
the vagina,” the parts be wafhed: with ome fedative 
lotion as juft advited, or be anointed with fome 
foothing liniment*;...and..opium..be adminifter red 
in fall and frequent repeated dofes. | 

The diet is to.be cooling and light, contin 
principally of vegetables‘and mi ik, and every thing 
that might prove.an additional ,ftimulus fhould be 
avoided. 


Of @ LOSS of APPETITE, 
or 


ANOREXIA. 


A want of appetite and loathing of food is not 
ufually an original affection, but prevails as a iymp- 
tom of fome ier difeate, fuch as dy{pepfi ja, andis | 
therefore to be obviated by the means advifed under 
eae head.” i ) 


¥, + Rl. ee Cerze Alb. Zi. 
ot AD Lithargyr, Acet. 36. M. 
Bch gh 
ie th Pines Vitriolat. ° 
‘Ceruf, Acetat. 2 2 er. xv. 
Adipis Suilla, ae 
TMA Opi’ “a ME 
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In fpontaneous anorexy, where the ftomach is 
loaded-with bile or crudities, an emetic in the even- 
ing, with fome kind of ftomachic purgative the 
next morning, will feldom fail to effect a cure. 


Of the HEART-BURN, FLATULENCY, and 
ERUCTATIONS. 


Tue caufes and treatment of thefe have been 
fully laid down under thre peut of aA 
‘ + | 


ef § f 
, YM a | 


Of the CANINE APPETITE, 
or 


BULIMUS. 


Turs difeafe is the direét oppofite of anorexia, as 
the patient is affected with an infatiable and almoft: 
perpetual defire of eating, in which, if he is not in- 
dulged, he is apt to fall into fainting fits. 

Its real caufes we feem not to be very well ac- 
quainted with. In fome cafes, it has been fuppofed 
to proceed from an acid in the ftomach, and in 
others, from too great a fenfibility or peculiar af- 
fection of its nervous coat. In moft inftances, it 

ought 
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ought in my opinion to be confidered as depending 
more frequently on monftrofity than difeafe.. 

In the third volume of the Medical and Phyfical - 
Journal *, is reported an extraordinary and well at- 
tefted cafe of this nature in a French prifoner, who 
in one day confumed of 
: Raw cow’s udder 4 lbs. 

Raw beef - - 10 
Candles - + 2 
| Total 16 lbs. 
Befides five bottles of porter. 

It appears from Dr. Cochrane’s report of this. 
cafe, as infpector and furgeon of the prifon in Liver- 
pool, where this cannibal is confined, that the feces 
were by no means in proportion to the ingefta, and 
indeed feldom exceeded thofe of other men, and that 
with the ordinary allowance of drink, the quantity 
of urine was not more than a quart a day; neither 
was it more offenfive than that of other men, but 
that there was a conftant propenfity to exhalation 
from the furface of his body, and that foon after his. 
getting into bed, he was ufually attacked with fuch 
a profufe fweating as to oblige him to throw off his 
fhirt. In this cafe, it is therefore evident, that the 
recrementitious parts of the aliment were evacu- 
ated principally by the fkin, and the fame may 
probably happen in moft cafes of bulimus. 

When a ravenous appetite is occafioned by an 

acidity 


Sa cn aia emcee 


# See page 209. 
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acidity in the ftomach, this ought to be corrected by 
an emetic, with the after ufe of alkalies. 

Where the power of the ftomach ‘in quickly dif 
folving, affimilating and difpofing of the aliment, ‘is 
fo great as in the mee jut mentioned,‘ we probably 
may be able to allay its contractile force by oil, fat 
meats, opiates, and a free ule’ of tobacco, which may 
both be chewed and {moked. The agua kali ad- 
riniftered in dofes of about five and twenty or thirty 

~ drops in a little veal broth, and repeated twice a 
day, might probably have a good effect. 

A medica friend has lately communicated a cafe 

- of bulimus to me, which was cured by confining 
the patient to a diet confifting wholly of eges boil led 
to a very hard confiftence, and thefe ‘he carried con- 
{tantly about with him, in order to fatiate his appe- 
tite whenever it became craving. 


OF an INVOLUNTARY BRP aes. 
of the SEMEN, 
or 


GONNORRHGA DORMIENTIUM. 


An involuntary emiffion of femen during fleep 
often proceeds from general debility, but is more 
ufually the effect of a weaknefs of the feminal vef- 
fels, in confequence either of exceffive venery or 
onaniim, 


\ 


I : 
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onanifm. In a few inftances, it may probably be 
occafioned by a repletion of thefe veffels. 

The difeafe is often difheult to remove, and in 
many cafes proves incurable. 

It is however to be attempted by the patient’s 
abftaining from the remote caufes depending upon 
his will; by a generous and nutritive diet; by cold 
bathing both local and general; by balfams *, by 
chalybeates +, the Peruvian bark, and other aftrin- 
gent bitters, as advifed under the head of dyipepfia, 
and by the application of a blifter to the perineum. 

In preventing an involuntary difcharge of femen, 


and obviating the debility of the parts, a ufe of Spa _ 


water has often proved very ferviceable. It is. a 
ftrongly acidulous chalybeate water, containing 
more iron, and efpecially more carbonic acid, than 
any other we have inthis country. | 


" XX. Ball. Copaiv. +3}. + RK. Gum Olibap, . 
Vitel. Ovi N° 1. Tere in orci Myrrh. , “ 
mortario marmor. et adde gra- Extract. Gentian. aa 3). 


Ferri Vitriolat. 3j. 


datim | ~ Balf. Copaiv. q. f. M. 
Ting. Benz. C. 3fs. | ft, Mafla in-pilul. L. diftri- 
Aq. Fontan. Zvfs. buend. quarum fumat. iv. 
Syrup. Althee Zfs. M. ter in die. 
fr. Mift.-cujus {umat cochl. ij coerce : 
“adi R. Zinc. Vitriolat. gr. xxiv. 
rays bonds Noro a Extract. Chameemel, 3s. 


—-—-— Cinchon. 3). M. 

Fiant Pilul. (N° xxiv. 
Caplat j. mane et notte 
quotidie. 


\ 
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Of th GRAWEL and STONE. 


‘Tess difeafes depend upon a peculiar difpofition © 
of the fluids, and more particularly the fecretion of 
the kidneys, to form a calculous matter, and have 
been fuppoted to be owing to the prefence of an 
acid principle in ‘them, termed the lithic acid, 
which feems confirmed by the benefit derived from 
a courfe of alcaline medicines. A long ufe of fer- 
mented liquors, and of wines abounding with 
tartar, or of waters which have a larger proportion 
of earthy matter fufpended in them, will in many 
conftitutions prove occafional caufes of the gravel 
and ftone. Inftances have been adduced where the 
laft of thefe has arifen from the accidental introduc- 
tion of fome fubftance into the bladder, thereby 
forming a nucleus, 

Thofe who are in the decline of life, and who 
have been much engaged in fedentary employments, 
as likewife thofe who are much afflicted with the 
gout, are in general very fubject to nephritic com- 
plaints. From the difference in the ftructure of the 
urinary paflages in the fexes, men are much more 
liable to them than women. In warm climates we 
feldorn meet with inftances of calculous concre- 
tions forming of any fize either in the kidneys or » 
bladder, as the particles of fand depofited from the 
urine, ufually pafs off before they can ‘adhere toge- 
ther, owing to the relaxed ftate of the parts. 

| A 


} 
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A fit of the gravel is attended with a fixed pain in 
the loins, numbnefs of the thigh on the fide affected, 
naufea and vomitting, and not unfrequently with a 
flight fuppreffion of urine. As the irritating mat- 
ter removes from the kidney down into the ureter, 


it fometimes produces fuch acute pain as to’occafion 


faintings and convulfive fits. 

The fymptoms which attend on a ftone in the 
bladder are a frequent inclination to make water, 
which flows in a {mall quantity, is often fuddenly 
interrupted, and is voided towards the end with 
pain in the glans penis. The patient moreover 
cannot bear any kind of rough motion; neither can 
he make ufe of any fevere euchcite without endur- 
ing great torture, and perhaps bringing on either a 
ieharae of bloody urine, or fome degree of tem- 
porary fuppreffion. With thefe fymptoms, he ex- 
periences pain in the neck of the bladder, tenefmus, 
itching and uneafinefs in the anus, frequent naufea, 
and fometimes a numbnefs of one or both thighs, 
with a retraction of one of the teftes. 

As all attempts to diffolve a calculus in the 
kidneys or bladder have hitherto proved ineffectual, 
(however certain perfons actuated by felfifh motives 
may have alledged to the contrary) we are to con- 


fider the difeafe as capable of being removed only 4. // 


by lithotomy; an operation always attended with 
much danger, but more particularly fo, where the 
patient is advanced in years, the difeafe complicated 
with any organic affection of the parts, and the ge- 
neral health confiderably ‘impaired. Under fuch 
circumftances it indeed never fhould be attempted. 
Vou.ll. - x i oa AR 
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When from thefe or other caufes, the preference | 
is given to a palliative mode of treatment, we muft 
in that cafe have recourfe to lithontriptics. Thefe 
will prevent the farther accumulation of calculous 
matter, and will likewife render the urinary organs 
lefs fenfrble to the irritation of the calculus which 
exits. 

Of the clafs of lithontriptics, the fixed alkali feems 
to be the moft powerful, and has indeed been moft 
generally employed. It may be ufed both in its, 
cauftic * and mild + ftate. 

The alkaline aerated water is a preparation of the 
latter kind, which has lately been much extolled 
for its virtues in calculous and nephritic complaints, 
and is indeed pretty generally fubftituted inftead of 
aqua kali, and other active lithontriptics, the long, 
exhibition of which is ufually attended with injurious 
confequences to the fyftem. The quantity of the 
aerated alkaline water ufually taken is about a gill 
thrice a day, viz. before breakfaft, dinner, and fup- 
per. When the ftomach will bear a greater quan- 
tity, an Englifh pint may be taken in a day. If it 
proves cold to the ftomach, or occafions flatulency, a 
tea {poontul or two of brandy may be added. Should 
the irritation of the urinary paflages be great, it 


. | probably 


©. Aque Kali gutt. xx —| KR. Kali Aerati jj. - 


xxx. in jufculi cyatho. ter Capiat bis die in Aqua 
in die fumend. Senfim au- diftilat. fj. folut. 
. geatur dofis. RX Pilul. Sapon. ers. x. prodof. 


RK. Aq. Calcis thj. in die. 
+ RK. Natr. Preparat: fs. —3i. KX. Aq. Aerat. Alkal. tbj. in die. 
bis terve in die fumend, , 
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probably may be of ufe to take a few drops of lau- 
danum with each dofe; but thisought to be difcon- 
tinued as foon as there is an abatement of thefe 
painful fymptoms. No particular diet or regimen 
is neceflary to be obferved while ufing this medi- 
cine, farther than abftaining from acids, butter and 
fat meats. 
| ikaline falts, although poffeffed of acrimonious 
properties in their feparate ftate, are neverthelefs 
rendered perfectly mild and inoffenfive to the fyftem, 
by combining them with fixed air, as in the aerated 
water, and they are found by no means to lofe their 
folvent quality. For the introdudction of this water 
into medical practice, the world is indebted to Mr. 
Colbourne of Bath, fince which its beneficial effet? 
have been noticed, and ftrongly recommended by 
Dr. Falconer, Dr. Percival, and other writers. 
When the machine for preparing the aerated al- 


kaline water invented by Dr. Booth, is not at hand, : 


a medicine nearly fimilar may be prepared in the 
following manner. Dhiffolve gers: 20 of falt of tar- 
tar in two or three table fpoonfuls of water, and add 
to the folution a table-fpoonful of the juice of 
lemons. This mixture fhould be fwallowed im- 
-mediately, and is the proper dofe, which may be: 
repeated three or four times a day. It may, how- 
ever, be doubted if the effects of this would be as 


powerful as the other. The method of preparing é 


the aerated alkaline water with the machine in- 
vented by Dr. Booth differs from that juft men- 
tioned, in adding to each pint of water in the middle 
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of the glafs of the machine, a quarter of an ounce 
of the fixed vegetable alkali. 

The kali aeratum is a preparation fomewhat of a 
fimilar nature, which is now ufed at St. Bartholo- 
mew’s, and other hofpitals, as a lithontriptic, and is 
given in the dofe of two drachms diffolved in a 
pint of diftilled water twice a day. It confifts- of 
half an ounce of prepared kali, five drachms of 
diftilled water, and one drachm of prepared am- 
monia. The kali being diffolved in a water bath, 

the prepared ammonia is to be added, and when 
the effervefcence is at an end, the mixture is to be ~ 
fet by to cryftallize. | 
To brace the parts, and render the fecretion more 
natural, aftringents, fuch as the uva urfi*, have 
likewife been employed in cafes of calculus as well 
as nephritis. 

Muriatic acid, given in dofes of twenty or thirty 
drops three or fou times a day, diluted with water, 
has been found in feveral cafes, where gravel was 
expelled from the bladder, to afford much benefit, 
and to appeafe the pain in micturation f. 

In violent paroxyfms of pain, recourfe muft be 
had to fomentations applied both externally and in= 

ternally, 


+ See Memoirs of the Medical Society, Vol. 5, Article 8. 


* &. Pulv. Uve Uri 9). — gifs. pet 2 6 ais 

ae R. Pulv. Uve Urfi Zifs. 
oe see a Pulp. Prun, Gailic. 3}. 
Spirit. Junip. 3). Syrup. Althee q.{. M. 


Syrup. Cort. Aurant. 3ij. M. | ft. Electuarium cujas fumat. 


ft. Hauftus ter in diefumendus-| Gant. nuc. molch, ter in dies, 
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ternally *; and where thefe prove ineffectual, the 
patient fhould be put into a warm bath. With 
thefe means, he fhould drink plentifully of diluting 
mucilaginous liquors, and take fome proper opiate, 
which he may repeat according to the urgency of 
the fymptoms. 

‘In cafes of gravel, the folution of the calcareous 
matter is to be attempted by the fame means which 
have been recommended for a ftone in the bladder. 
In thofe difeafes which arife from a relaxation of the 
kidneys and bladder, the uva urfi with the alkaline 
aerated water will be likely to prove highly fervice- 
able. 

In calculous concretions as well as in other cafes 
of difeafed bladder, it has been recommended to 
make ufe of. an inftrument named vefice lotura, in 
order to inject lime water immediately into that 
organ, inftead of fending it circuitoufly there through 
the conftitution. The expectations of relief from 
this plan of treatment feem however to fall far fhort 
of thofe entertained by its advifer +. ‘ 

| | During 

+ See cafes of the fuccefsful practice of vefice lotura, in the 
cure of difeafed bladders, by Mr. Jefle Foot, furgeon. 


*&. T'erebinth. Venet. Ziij. Vis 


: ee me Terebinth. Vulg. Zfs. 
Vitell. Ovi ij. vel q. f. ad Ovi Unius ewes gq. f 
folut. et adde ad folut. 

otueee Decott. Avenee 3xij. 
Decoét. pro Enemate 2 xij. Tings Qpii sutt. xxx, M. 
Sal. Cathart. Amar. Zs. Vel 
RK. Decoét. Sem. Lin: Pe 


Ol. Olive 3}. Natr, Vitriolat. Zis. 

“Tin. Ovii _M. Ol. Ricini oir. 

Em BH: SBM ,, ae - Tina. Opii 3fs. — 3]. M. 
ft, Enema. ft. Enema. 
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During an acute fit of the gravel we fhould draw 
off a quantity of blood, proportionable to the age of 
the perfon, after which he ought to be put into a 
warm bath.. When taken out of it, flannel cloths 
wrung out in a warm infufion of emollient herbs, or 
bladders filled with warm water may be applied 
immediately over the part; emollient and diuretic 
glyfters may be injected trequently, as advifed for 
the ftone, sa opiates* be adminiftered repeatedly 
until the pain and irritation are removed. To affift 
thefe means, the patient fhould drink freely of mu- 
cilaginous diluting liquors, fuch as linfeed tea, fo- 
Jutions of gum arabic, and a decoétion of barley, to 
which may be added a {mall quantity of nitre, if 
much febrile heat prevails, or there feems any ten- 
dency to inflammation. 

Should it be found neceflary to open the body by 
means of any purgative, the oleum ricini will be the 
moft proper. 

The diet of thofe who are afflicted either with the 
ftone or gravel, fhould be light and nutritive, care- 
- fully avoiding fermented liquors, wines abounding 
with tartar, and all acids. Spring or foft water will 
be preferable to pump water. 

Seltzer water has fometimes been employ ed with 
much advantage in difeafes of the urinary organs, 


_ efpecially 
*-W. Kal. Acetat. 3fs. ; Vel 
Aq. Menth. Sativ. ifs. R. Mucilag. Gum. Arab. 3jfs. 
Spirit. Raphan. C. 3). Spirit. Janip. 3}. 
Tin&. Opii gutt. xxxv, - AEtheris Nitros. 3{se 


Syr. Althea 31}. M. Tine, Opli gutt. xxx. 
ft. Hauftus. | Syrup. Althee 31) M. 
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efpecially thofe which are attended with the for- 
mation of calculus. What folvent power it may 
exercife over thefe concretions is not yet determined ; 
but it is certain, that under the ufe of this remedy, 
the mucous, fabulous, and often purulent difcharge 
which accompanies the urine, 1s rendered much lefs 
painful, and in general, mi¢turation is much les dif- - 
ficult. 

Painful complaints of the kidneys and_ bladder 
connected with the formation of calculus, are faid 
to be much relieved by an internal ufe of the Buxton 
water, and its ufe as a bath is found greatly to afitt 
its employment as an internal medicine. 

Many who have been much incommeoded with 
eravelly complaints have experienced relief by ufing 
the garden leek, prepared in the following manner. 

Take a handful of the roots or fibrous parts, with’ 
a few {prigs of fennel, and boil them in two quarts 
of water over a gentle fire, until the halfis evapo- 
rated; then pour off the remainder, ftrain it, and _ 
drink about a pint.a day. 
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Of WORMS, 
or 
VERMESs)) 
"Tue human body is infefted by three kinds of 


worms, viz. the afcarides, or {mali white worm ; the 
teres, or round worm; and the tenia, or tape worm, 
which is flat, confifts of many joints, and is ufually 
of a confiderable length. The laft is, however, more 
rarely met with in this country than the others; 
but in Germany and Switzerland, the inhabitants are 
much troubled with it. Different fituations of the 
inteftines have been mentioned as being occupied by 
each kind, particularly the reétum as the feat of the 
-afcarides, where they are obferved always ne 
in mucus. 

Unwholfome food, with a bad digeftion, iatihe 
to be the principal caufe of worms. ‘They appear 
moft frequently in thofe of a relaxed habit, and - 
whofe bowels contain a preternatural quantity of 
mucus, or flimy matter. Hence it isa difeafe moft 
common to children; but they fometimes prevail 
in adults to a very high degree, particularly in thofe 
who live chiefly on a vegetable diet. | 

Worms may readily be diftinguifhed by the fol- ~ 
lowing fymptoms, viz. variable appetite; fetid 
breath ; acid eructations and pains in the ftomach ; 
grinding of the teeth during fleep; picking of the 
nofe; palenefs of countenance; hardnefs and ful- 
nefs of the belly; flimy ftools, with occafional 
griping pains, more particularly about the navel; 
heat 


. 
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heat and itchinefs about the anus ; fhort dry cough ; 
emaciation of the body ; flow fever, with evening 
exacerbations, and irregular pulfe, and fometimes 
convulfive fits. 

It is often a very difficult matter to expel worms 
from the body, but more efpecially the tenia. When 
they prove fatal, it is by their erofion of particular 
parts, and their thus inducing a tabid ftate. 

In the cure of this difeafe, we muft have in view, 
firft, the effecting their deftruction and difcharge ; 
and fecondly, the preventing their future generation. 

The firft of thefe is to be accomplifhed by cer- 
tain remedies, known by the name of vermifuges, 
which all act in one of the three following ways: 

1it. By fimple evacuation or purging, as mer- 
cury, rhubarb, and aloes; as alfo the different ftrong 
bitters, as rue, tanfy, and wormwood.. adly. Me- 
chanically, as the pulvis ftanni, coweech, &c. or, 
3dly. Chemically, as lime water, which loofens 

their adhefion to the inteftines, by difolving the 
mucus in which they are involved. 

We may begin with thofe which act mechani- 
_cally *, and which have been found the moft pow- 


* RX. Stanni Rafur, oF Fel 
Conferv. Abfinth. aaz Se iva Shed. 
Syr. Simpl, q. f. M. ft. - oe ers 
Electuarium, cujus fumat 3i- Pulv. Stanni gr. xv. M. 
OR es ft, Pulvis. 
Fel Vel 
R. Stanni Preparat. 3fs. 
Conferv. Rutz 9). BR. Dolichos. gr. iv. — vilj. 
Syr Zingib. q: f. M. Mel, Optim, q: f, M. 


ft, Bolus. ft. Bolus. 
| ; erful, 
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erful, and after continuing them for two or three days, 
we may then have recourfe to thofe which have a 
pureative effect *; changing both after a continuance 
of fome time, for thofe which act chemically t-— 
Along with thofe which-aét mechanically, it will 
by no means be improper to employ fome kind of 
bitter infufion ft. 

If all thefe means prove ineffe€tual, we may 
then make ufe of the Indian pink root, or fpigelia, 
which has on many occafions been found a very 
- powerful medicine. About ten grains of the powder 
may ‘be given morning and night to a child of eight | 
‘or ten years old, to which age the dofes of the pre- 
ceding remedies are adapted: * 

By a proper ufe of the dolichos pruriens, or 
cow-eech, with the oleum ricini, after every fecond 
‘dofe as apurgative, we feldom however will have 
‘occafion to feek relief from any other medicine, 
‘as in feveral hundred cafes where I had feen it ufed 
during my practice in the Weft [ndies, I never 
knew it once to fail. It appears to have been but 
very lately introduced into this country, which, 
_ confidering its wonderful vermifuge powers, is fome- 


* KR. Calomel. gr. iij. ioe R. Aq. Calcis ibfs. in die. 


Pulv. Rhabarb. gr. x. M. Pel 
Vol Pil. Saponis. 


t KX. Rad. Gentian, 
Fol. Abfinth, 
— Rute 
Fel ree Limon, aa Zij. 
q. Perventis Tp). 
R. eh Ricini breast) pro Macera per horam unam, et 
. col, 


R. Pulv. Jalapii gre x. 
Calomel. gr. 11. M. 


what 
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what furprifing.—Certain lozenges, fo much puffed 
off of late for their anthelmintic effect, confift wholly, 
in my opnion, of cow-eech combined with white 
fugar. 

A decodtion of the Geoffraea inermis, or cabbage 
bark, is another remedy much ufed in the Weft 
Indies, but more particularly in Jamaica, for de- 
ftroying worms, and often with a very happy 
effect. 

For the deftruction of afcarides, it is much prac- 
tifed to throw up injections into the reétum that 
will prove obnoxious, and thereby diflodge them. 
Any of thofe recommended below * may be tried. 

The male fern or filix mas, is a remedy which has 
been much extolled for its deftruétive powers to 
the tape worm, which, of all others, proves the moft 
dificult to expel from the body. The dofe for an 
adult is from one to two drachms. After two 
dofes, it will be right to give a purge of calomel 
and jalap, in about the proportion of five grains of 
the former to five-and-twenty of the latter. 


* Rl. Aq. Calc. tepid. Zx. pro Enemate. 


Kel 
R. Fol. Sabin. 

———— Rute. 

—— Abfinth.a a Ziij. Coq. 
ex Aq. Pure ib). ad Zx. 
Colat. adde 

Ol. Ricini Zfs. M. ft. 
Enema. 


Vel 


RK. Fol. Nicotian. 3fs. 
Aq. Fervent. Zx. Col. 


In 
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In the fifth volume of the Journal de Peterf- 
bourg, a new remedy has been propofed by M. 
Schmuker, and confirmed by M. Loeffler, for the 
_deftruction of the tenia. It is the feeds of the 
cevadilla *, half a drachm of which, in fine pow- 
der, he givés to the patient every morning fafting, 
suixed with honey; exhibiting on the fifth morn- 
ine a draftic purgative. M. Schmucker affirms that 
this remedy never failed of giving relief in one out 
of many hundred cafes in which he tried it. When 
#t excites confiderable heat in the ftomach, he men- 
tions it will be beft:to give it-in the form of pills. 

- Sulphureous waters, fuch as thofe of Harrogate 


in this country, and of. the Hflands of Jamaica and- 


Nevis in the Weft Indies, have been found, when 
drank upon the fpot, to be very good anthelminties. 
Harrogate water is a fafe and powerful remedy 
againt the round worm and afcarides, when taken 
in fuch a dofe as to prove a brifk purgative; and in 
the latter cafe, when ufed likewife as a olyfter, the 
afcarides being chiefly confined tothe rectum, and 
therefore within the reach of this form of medicine. 
Thofe who are afflicted with worms fhould abftain 
from all crude vegetables and unripe fruits, making 
their diet confift chiefly of animal food that is light, 
nutritive, and eafy of digeftion. 


After a proper gouife of the vermifuge meal. | 
cines which have been advifed, we then fhould eni- 


_ * Veratrum fabadilla, Hordeum caufticum. c. b. Indian cauftic 
barley: ~~ ‘lhe feed veffel of a Mexican plant, relembling in its 


form and flruure a barley ear, but with {maller feeds, not 
above the fize of infeed. Lewis. 


ploy 
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ploy fuch others as have a tendency to ftrengthen 
the ftomach and inteftines, in order to prevent any 
worms from being generated in future; a relaxation 
of thefe parts being a conftant attendant on the dif= 
eafe. The moft proper tonics are the Peruvian — 
bark, aftringent bitters, and chalybeates; various 


forms of which will be found under the head of Dyfi 
pepfia. 


CC OS TV Ew ES: 5, 
Qi ag 


OBSTIPATIO. 


'T i115 affection is to be confidered either as contti- 
tutional or as fymptomatic, but in general, it pre- 
vails as the latter. 

With the defect of {tools, there frequently exifts 
naufea, want of appetite, Aatulency, pains in the 
head, and a degree of febrile heat. 

The difeafe is to be obviated by an attention to 
diet, by obferving certain regular periods, and 
where thefe fail, by having recourfe to laxatives. 

The diet of fuch as.are of a coftive habit, ought 
to confift a good deal of vegetables and ripe fruits, 
and their ordinary drink of malt liquors. 

With Sea to the fecond object to be attended 
to, a habit of regularity fhould be endeavoured: to 


be 


\ 
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be eftablifhed by the perfons going at a certain 


hour or hours each day. 


If a natural inclination 


arifes at any time, this ought likewife to be encou- 


raged. 


a 


The laxatives moft proper for obviating cof 
—tivenefs are thofe which afford the leaft irritation *, 
but which will at the fame time proeure one or two 


motions daily. 


Of IMMODERATE SWEATING, 


EPHIDROSIS. 


Turs is ufually a fymptomatic affection, but it ne- 
verthelefs fometimes prevails as an idiopathic dif- 


* KR. Kal. Fartarifat. Zfs. 
Mann. Optim. 1). 


| Ag. Fervent. . Sry. 
Ting. Jalap. ij. M. 
Capiat dimidium pro dof. 
Vel 

R. Fol. Senne yj. 

Aq. Font. 2x. 

Coque ad Zvj. et 
Colat. adde 


Cryft. Tartar. 3}. 

Syrup. Spin. Cerv. 3ij. M. 
Sumat. Zij. pro dof. et repe- 

tatur poft horas tres, fi fit 

necedlitas.. 


Fel 
R. Ol. Ricini. 3yvj. 
Mucil.Gum. Arab.3fs. Tere 
fimul et adde . 
Aq. Cinnam, 3f{s. 
Tin&t. Senne C. 31. M. 
ft. Hauftus. 


K. Eled&t. e Senna 33]. 
Cryf. Tartar. 33}. 
Pulv. Jalap. 3}. 
Syrup Zingib. q, f. M. 
ft. Electuarium cujus fumat 
quantit. juglandis hora 
fomn. 
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eafe, and then 1s commonly owing to general weak- 
enefs and debility, accompanied with a preturnatural 
determination to the furface. of the body. | 
The cure is to be effected by covering the body 
lightly with apparel and bedciothes; by keeping the 
the chamber of a moderate temperature; by de- 
termining from the furface of the body, by means of 
diuretics and gentle laxatives; and laftly, by ftrength- 
ening the fyftem by chalybeates, cold bathing, and 
the other means advifed under the head of Dyi- 
pepfia, avoiding at the fame time too long an indul- 
gence in bed, and aufe of warm flops. 


€ 320 ) 
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PARTICULAR CLASS. 


Of POISONS. 


Porsons are of four kinds—mineral, vegetable, 


aerial, and animal. Mineral poifons are to be dif-~ 


tinguifhed from vegetable poifons by their action. 
The former corrode, ftimulate, or inflame; the 
latter generally ftupify, and leave no marks of in- 
fliammation. None of the mineral poifons termi- 
nate life, till after a moft excruciating operation of 
two or three hours at leaft; whereas fome of the 
vegetable ones deftroy in a few minutes. From 
the animal poifons the diftin¢tion is as ftriking, for 


although in the plague the mouth and throat are 


frequently affected in the fame way, yet the local 
difeafe of the ftomach is never prefent. The 
aerial poifons operate ftill more quickly than any of 
~ the other claffes, and their aétion on refpiration is fo 
peculiar, that it can never be miftaken. 

: , OF 


Of the Minera. Portsons. 228 


Of the MINERAL POISONS. 


Tus chief of the mineral poifons are arfenic, cor- 
rofive fublimate, and lead. 

Where arfenic has been adminiftered, or ee 
perhaps in a miftake for fome other medicine of a 
fimilar colour, a pricking and burning fenfation, 
-will foon be experienced. in the ftomach, fudden 
and excruciating pains will be felt in the bowels, a 
fevere vomiting willarife, the tongue, mouth, and 
throat will become rough and parched, and an un- 
quenchable thirft will prevail with much anxiety and 
reftlefnefs. If the dofe has been confiderable, and 
proper antidotes have not been employed in time, 
an inflammation of the ftomach and inteftines will 
then be the confequence, which will foon terminate 
in gangrene, giving rife to much diftention of the 
abdomen, coldneis of the extremities, fetid vo- 
miting and ftools, hiccups, and laftly, the death of 
the Berlin: ee | 

There are two theories entertained with refpect 
‘to the mode in which arfenic operates: The one is, 
that its deleterious properties are owing to the action 
of its fharp fpicula on the ftomach; the other, that 
it has a peculiar action on the nervous fyftem. Nei- 
ther of thefe feems however to be true to the extent 
meant to be inculcated. | 

The effects produced by fwallowing corrofive 
fublimate in a confiderable dofe, are pretty fimilar \ 
to thofe occafioned by arfenic. i 

MOLs Lt. | Y¥ The 


522 Practice or Puysic:? 

The effects of ‘lead introduced into the ftomach 
and bowels have already been noticed under the 
head of Poictou Colic, or Dry Belly Ach 
From poifons of all kinds more or Jefs danger is 
always to be apprehended; but the degree will always 
be in proportion to the quantity which has been 
{wallowed, and to the time which has elapfed_pre- 
vious to any affiftance being given. 

In all cafes of poifon arifing either from arfenic 
or corrofive fublimate, it will be neffary <3 procure 
as {peedy and quick an evacuation upwards as pof- 
fible, by means of a ftrong emetic *; drinking freely 
afterwards of diluting liquors, fuch as a decoction 
_of barley, with eum arabic, mutton and veal broths, 
linfced tea and milk, in order to fheathe the parts 
and prevent their being acted upon by the particles 
of the poifonous matter. With the fame intention, 
oil is not only frequently adminiftered by the mouth, 
but likewife thrown up into the inteftines in the 
form of glyfter, a With a decoction of emol- 
lient herbs. 

Alkaline falts have been found to obviate the fatal 
effects of mineral poifons, and therefore in accidents 
of this nature it will always be advifable to make 

afe of them without lofs of time. For this purpofe, 
diffolve about an ounce of falt of tartar, or falt of 


wormwood, 
* Bf. Zinc. Vitriol. gr. xv. : Fel 
Pulv. Ipecac. gr. x. M. RX. Antimon. Tartarifat. gr. ij, 
ft. Pulvis flat. jumend. | Zinc. Vitriolat, gr. v. M. 


ft, Emet, 
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wormwood, in a gallon of water, and give the patient 
a tea-cup-ful frequently. 
Where neither of thefe falts are at hand, then a 
{mall quantity of wood afhes, mixed up with boiling 
water, fo as to make it of a fufficient ftrength,may Se | 
fubftituted, fuffering the liquor to ftand until ic 
fettles, and then filtering it through linen for ufe. 
Although not belonging to the clafs of poifons, 
it may be worthy of obfervation to notice here, that 
in cafes of nails, or any other iron fubftance being 
accidentally fwallowed and lodged in the ftomach, | 
nitric acid, diluted with water, Wit sag found a Le 
erful folvent. 


' i | 
Of VEGETABLE POISONS. 


Some fpecies of mufhrooms, as well as hemlock, 
nightfhade, and other plants of the narcotic tribe, 
by being eaten in a miftake, often in this climate 
prove a fource of poifon. In the Weft Indies fimi- 
Jar accidents frequently happen from ufing the caf- 
fava, in its crude ftate. In this ftate it acts as 2 
moft deadly poifon ; but by having its acrimonious 
juice carefully expreffed, and being afterwards baked 
into thin cakes, it then becomes a wholefome and nu- 
tritive kind of bread, much ufed in moft of the 
ilands, as alfo in Africa,—Such is the wonderful 

effect produced by fire over this plant. 
The fymptoms occafioned by all poifonous fub- 
ftances of this clafs are, giddinefs, confufion of fight, 
| a<¥ 2 wildnefs 


(324 Practice or Prysre: 


wildnefs of the eyes, palpitations, lofs of memory’ 


and voice, ftupot, naufea, vomiting, great diften- 
tion of the ftomach, natvetial twitchings and con- 
vulfions. 

Tndenaccideies of tiie Ratare ae muft attempt 
the immediate evacuation of the offending matter, 
or the counteracting 1 its effects. 

The firft is to be obtained by powerful emetics 
and diluents, as recommended under the head of 
Mineral. Poifons, together with laxative glyfters ; 
and, 4a | : ial | 
_ The fecond, by making the patient drink co- 

pioufly of liquors, highly acidulated with elixir of 


vitriol, vinegar, or the juice of Jemons or limes, 


and by roufing the fytem from a ftate of torpor, 
by a blifter applied between the fhoulders, and the - 


application of finapifms to the foles of the feet. 

. To obviate the fatal effets of opium, where a 
iene dofe has been taken either through miftake, 
or 8 an intention of deftroying life, it will be 
neceflary to produce fuch a degree of irritation as 
will counteract its foporific quality, For this 
purpofe, the patient fhould be rubbed conftantly 
with falt in different parts; he fhould have an 
emetic of half a drachm of vitriolated zinc dif- 
folved in about an ounce of water; given as foon as 


poffible ; and after it operates he fhould take elixir of 


vitriol, lemon-juice, &c. together with wine or ther 
mixed up with cordial confetion. To make-him 
fwallow, it will be neceffary to lay him on his back, 
and then to put a fmall quantity of the liquid into 
his m outh, irritating at the fame time his noftrils 

‘ with 


s 
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with a feather dipped in the liquor vol. cornu cervi. 
The friction with falt and other external ftimulants 
feems neceflary, as the ftomach is rendered fo torpid | 
by the opium, that but little effect can otherwife be 
produced by the exhibition of internal medicines. 


% 


Of AERIAL POISONS, 


Wuere a perfon fuffers by inhaling air which i 18 
unfit for refpiration, and which has proved of fo de- 
ftructive a nature as feemingly to deprive him of life, 
we mutt then have immediate recourfe to the means 
which have been recommended under the head of 
{ufpended animation, enfuing in confequence of : 
fuffocation, 


Of ANIMAL POISONS. 


SeveraL of thefe have already been mentioned, 
and their mode of operation noticed under the heads 
of Hydrophobia, Syphilis, Cancer, and Contagion. 
It only therefore remains to treat of the poifon of 
the rattle-fnake, viper, and fome peculiar kinds of 
fifh, which in warm climates are frequently attended 
with fatal confequences. 

The fymptoms which attend on the introduction 
of the poifon of the rattle-fnake into the blood are 
naufea, a full ftrong agitated pulfe, fweling of the © 

Y¥'3 ‘ whole 


326 Practice or Puysic: 


whole body, eyes much fuffufed with blood, fome- 
times copious bloody fweats, and often hemorrhages 
from the eyes, nofe, and ears. The teeth chatter, 
and the pains and groans of the fufferer indicate ap- 
proaching diffolution, 

The poifon of this reptile is generally of a yel- 
lowith, fomewhat greenifh colour, which becomes 
darker in hot weather. During the coupling fea- 
fon, it is obferved to be more active or virulent 
than at any ether. So deadly are its effects, that 
it has been known to kill a dog ina few minutes. 

When a perfon has been wounded by a rattles — 
fnake, the firft ftep to be adopted is, to pafs a 
tight ligature above the injured part, (where capable — 
of fuch an application,) fo as to prevent the further 
abforption of the virus into the fyftem, and then 
to, evacuate that which has already been admitted, 
by fucking the wound as practifed by the Creek 
Indians with impunity, and by afterwards promo- 
ting difcharges of blood and ferum from it by means 
of fcarifications, excifion, or the application of 
cauttic. 


Soap lees, ftrong falt of tartar, volatile alkah, 


and the fpiritus ammonia fuccinatus, have all been 
found excellent applications to wounds inflicted ' by 

_ the rattle-fhake, provided they have been ufed im- 
mediately after the accident. The frefh juice of | 
the plantain tree applied to a wound of this nature, 
is faid to be a powerful antidote againft the poifon. | 
When through neglect the venom has_ been 
abforbed, all that can " done is to excite a ftrong 
perfpiration, by means of emetics and pow erful 
9 | fucorifics. 
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 fudorifics. ‘This we are informed by Dr. Barton * 

is effected in a violent degree by the juice of the 
garden rue, which the Indians in Jerley give in the 
dofe of two table fpoonfuls every two hours. 

Where this is not to be obtained, or ready at hand, 
we may advife large dofes of Venice treacle, with 
volatile aromatic fpirit, and vitriolic ether, which 
may be frequently repeated, the patient drinking a 
little warm rum and water after each. 

The ufe of oil, as a remedy for the bite of fer- 
pents, was long ago recommended in the Philofo- 
phical Tranfactions of the Royal Society of London; 
bute from fubfequent experience it feems to have 
received no fanction. Of late, however, its effi- 
cacy has been afferted, in cafes of the bite of the 
rattle-fnake, by Mr. J. Miller, of Pendleton county, 
North America. He obferves, that in a great 
number of inftances, olive oil, taken inwardly, in 
the quantity of a few fpoonfuls, and applied alfo to 
the bitten part, has proved icfelf fully adequate to the 
worlt of cafes, if timely exhibited. 

In bites of other venemous ferpents, which are 
to be met with very generally in almoft all of our 
Weft India iflands, the fame mode of treatment muft 
be adopted as has juft been advifed. The arifio- 
lochia, or fnake wood, taken inwardly in the form 
of inftifion, and applied externally in that af poul- 
tice, is much ufed by the negros ayainit venemous 
bites; as is alfo a fpecies of grafs, calied chicken 


® See Tranfactions of the Amesican Sr amis Society, 
held at Philadelphia, Vol, II. 
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foot, which is ufually mixed up by them with a 
little falt and fpirits, fo as to make a cataplafm of a 
proper confiftence. , 


The poifonous ferpents are for the moft part dif 


tinguifhed by their fangs, which, in the living animal, 
when held properly by the neck, or irritated, are 
readily enough difcerned; though not always fa 
eafily in a recumbent ftate, or in the dead fubject. 
But the want of a row of teeth in the upper jaw, 
found in that of all harmlefs ferpents, ferves alfo 
as a criterion, even where the fangs have pur- 
‘pofely been eradicated, or loft by accident. : In fer-> 
- pents not venemous, there are three rows of com- 
mon teeth in the upper jaw: in the poifonous kinds, 
the external row is wanting *. 

The fymptoms which attend on a bite of the 
viper are, acute pain in the wounded part, together 
with a confiderable degree of fwelling, that is at firft 
red, but which afterwards becomes livid and dif- 
fufes itfelf over the neighbouring parts, After a 
fhort time the conftitutional fymptoms make their 
appearance; the perfon becomes faint, the pulie is 
{mall and intermitting, naufea and vomiting enfue, 
the {kin has a yellow tinge, and death not unfre- 
quently is the confequence. | é 

Thetreatment to beadopted in acafe of this nature, 
mutt be pretty fimilar to that which has been advifed 
for the bite of the rattle-{nake; viz. preventing the 
abforption of the matter into the fyftem, by means 


of 


* See Dr. Ruffel’s Account of Indian Serpents, 
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of a ligature above the part, and deftroying the viru- 
lence of that which has been introduced into the 
wound, by fcarifications, excifion, cauftic, or the ap- 
plication of foap lees, ftrong falt of tartar, volatile 
alkali, or the {piritus ammoniz fuccinatus; employ- 
ing ftrong diaphoredtics internally at the fame time, 
in order-te determine to the furface. 

As an external a pplication, a poultice of quick- 
lime with oi] and honey, has been recommended, 
as has likewife a cataplafm of garlic. This laft has 
alfo been given internally with advantage. 

The bite of the fnake or adder of this country 
is attended with fymptoms of a fimilar nature, but 
they are not fo violent, neither does it often prove 
fatal. Much the fame treatment is to be adopted 
as in the former cafes. 3 

Europeans, on their firft going out to the Weft 
Indies, and other warm climates, ufually fuffer very 
much from the bite of mufquictos. They area {pe- 
cies of gnat, and on whatever part thefe pitch, they 
immediately produce {mall tumours, which are at- 
tended with fo high a degree of itching and in- 
flammation, that the perfon cannot refrain from 
{cratching, by a frequent repetition of which he not 

uncommonly occafions them to ulcerate, particularly 
if he is of a robuft and full habit. 

To allay the itching and inflammation, the parts 
may be bathed fi sone ay with a folution of opium 
in water, or with the aqua lithargyri acetata, fuf- 
ficiently diluted. Volatile alkali is likewife a good 
application. It will at the fame time be neceflary 
to make ufe of fome cooling laxative, and a fpare diet. 

Aye 
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Where puftules arife on the parts that have been 
bitten, opening them with a lancet about the third 
day, and letting out the watery matter, will be proper. 

Thofe who. fuffer much from the bite of thefe 
infects, fhould wear gloves and long linen trowfers by 
day, in order to defend the extremities from their at- 
tacks; and by night, they fhould fleep under the co- 
ver of a net, which being ufually made of thin lawn 
or gauze, is perfectly cool, and effetually fhuts them 
out. 

The topical applications for the bites of fcorpions, 
centipedes, fpiders, and wafps, are the fame as ad- 
vifed for thofe of mufquittos. Olive oil is, however, 
much made ufe of alfo as an external application. 

In this country fome kinds of fifth, fuch as eels, 
falmon, herrings, and, in peculiar conftitutions, muf- 
cles, lampreys, and even lobfters, independently of 
their putrefcency, give a fingular irritation to the 
fyftem, and during their digeftion in the ftomach 
occafion a confiderable efflorefcence on the {fkin, 
fometimes partial, at other times over the whole 
. body; fometimes with a confiderable febrile difor- 
der, and at other times with very little. In warm 
climates we however meet very frequently with 
fith poffefled of the moft deleterious quality. The 
barracuta, (perca major) king fifh, (xiphias) ca- — 
vallee, (fcamber) rock fifh, (perca marina) {fmooth 
bottle-fifh, (oftracion glabellum) and yellow-bill 
fprat, but more particularly the latter, are the fifh — 
moft to be dreaded. 

The caufe of this deleterious quality in fifh has 
given rife to various conjectures. Some are inclined 

to 
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tothink there are two diftin& varieties of the fame fith; 
others impute itto copperas banks, on or near which 
the fith feed ; and others again think that it proceeds 
from their particular food, whic} although not hurt- 
ful to them, tinctures them neverthelefs with a 
poifon deadly to many other creatures. Of all thefe 
conclufions the lat feems to be the beft grounded, 
as it is an indifputable fact, attefted in innumerable 
inftances, that when the fifh 1s removed off the 
hook, if the precaution is taken to gut it immedi- 
ately and falt it, it feldom or never creates any dif 
order, or at moft only in a very flight degree, even if 
of ever fo poifonous a nature. Except in the fprat 
and cavallee, no two diftinét varieties of the fame 
filh are to be obferved; and with refpedct to copperas 
banks in the W eit Indies, their exiftence is a mere 
fuppofition, never having been facisfactorily afcer- 
tained. ; 

The circumftance of the alimentary tube being 
More poifonous than any other part of the fith, is 
ceitainly a ttrong confirmation of \its deleterious 
quality being owing to the food; the mufcular 
parts being only flightly tinétured by the chyle and 
‘blood conveyed to them, whilft the greareft part 
of the poifon remains in the guts. I| think we 
may reft well aflured that the poifon lies in the in- 
tettinal tube, 1s affimilated with its food, and cir- 
culates without any detriment to the fifh; and more- 
over, that the :onger the fifh remains out of water, 
the more violent the poifon becomes. 

Certain and rapid death 1s almoft fure to enfue 
from eating the yellow-bill fprat; but from a ufe of 
| moft 
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moft other kinds of poifonous fifh, the aise 1s 
{eized after a few hours with languor, heavinefs, and 
faintnefs, fucceeded by great reftleffnefs, fiufhings 
in the face, giddinets in the head, cardialgia, naufea, 
eriping pains in the bowels, and a fevere vomiting 
and purging. The burning which was felt at firft 
only in the face and eyes, is at length extended over 
the whole body, but more sate the palms of 
the hands and foles .of the feet, and is often fuc- 
ceeded by an eruption or efflorefcence, rifing up in 
large bumps fimilar to bug-bites, and Fendivis 
by the name of nettle-{pring. The pulfe is ufu- 
ally hard and frequent at firft, but it foon becomes 
low and feeble. With the ‘ardor of the {fkin, 
there is invariably a prickly fenfation in the hands 
when immerfed in cold water, which particular 
{ymptom may always enable us to decide with con- 
fidence on the real nature of the difeafe. 
In fome cafes the neck of the bladder, uréthra, 
and fphinéter ani are likewife affected with ardor, 
and the patient experiences fome difficulty of making 
‘water, together with a confiderable degree of te- 
nefinus. : 

Some navigators, whofe crews were much af- 


fected by eating fifth of a poifonous nature, have in- - 


informed us that a {welling of the falivary glands, 
accompanied by a profufe fpitting, was a fymptom 
which very frequently attended. In-the few cafes 
which fell under my care during my refidence in 
the Weft Indies, no fuch fymptom ever was appa- 
rent. In the advanced ftage of the difeafe, I ob- 
ferved that the whole furface of the body acquired a 


deep 


7 
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deep yellow hue as in_ jaundice, and that the urine 
was likewife tinged of the fame colour. Even the 
perfpiration gave a deep yellow tinge to the linen. 
Thefe appearances took place in a very high degree 
in one or two cafes, but more particularly fo in my 
own, as I was fo unfortunate as once to experience 
the deleterious effects of a poifonous rock fith. 

Where a large quantity of the poifon has been 
taken, or it hae been of fo deadly a nature as to 
prove fatal, the patient generally goes off in ftrong 
convulfions ; but where the quantity and nature of 
the poifon have not been fo powerful as to occafion 
death, and the violence of the diforder fuffers fome 
‘abatement, the body becomes emaciated, the cu- 
ticle peels off in various parts, but more pariicu- 
larly in the palms of the hands and. foles of the 
feet; the hair drops, and acute fhooting pains in 
the articulations of the wrifts, knees, sin ankles, 

and fometimes in the cylindrical bones, are felt for 
a confiderable lenoth of time. “From the great dé» 
bility which is induced, it not unfrequently happens 
that cedematous {wellings of — lower extremities 
enfue. 

The poifon of fith is slowest attended with much 
immediate danger, and even when the perfon does 
efcape its deadly confequence, his conftitution not 
uncommonly receives fo fevere a fhock, that in 
order to reftore its wonted vigour, he will find it ne- 
ceflary to vifit a cold climate. The neceflity of this 
ftep I wofully experienced, and fome years elapfed 
before the defired end was obtained. 5 

The 
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The intentions of cure in affections of this nature 
are, firft, to procure a difcharge of the poifon as 
quickly as poffible, and fecondly, to counteract or 
alleviate the effects that arife from it. 

The firft of thefe intentions is to be anfwered by 
giving a {mart emetic, together with copiousdraughts 
of diluent liquors, as advifed under the head of mi- 
neral poifons. Where the perfon is of a full ple- 
thoric habit and capable of bearing evacuation, it 
may alfo be advifable, after the operation of the 
vomit, to give fome proper purgative, as the oleum 
ricini, which, as oil is found highly ufeful of icfelf in 
many kinds of poifons, may be attended with a 
double effet. Where there is great irritation of 
the ftomach without much purging, we may fubfti- 
tute calomel *, which, from the fmallnefs ofits bulk, 
may be more likely to be retained. ‘ 

To anfwer the fecond intention, we muft employ 
{uch remedies as have been found to poflefs a power 
of counteracting the poifon in fome degree. Spi- 
-rituous liquors and other ftrong cordials, fuch as 
madeira wine, but more particularly the former, have 
long been fuppofed to have a confiderable power of 
obviating the deleterious effects of poifonous fith. 
The conclufion is, I think, well grounded, as it has 
been obferved in moft cafes, that thofe who have 


taken 


® BR. Calomel. gr, xii. 
Extract. Colocynth. C. gr. x. 
Opii gr. i. 
Syrup. Simp. q. s, M. ft. Bolus.. 
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caken a quantity of rum or brandy after eating fith 
of this nature, have fuffered confiderably lefs than 
thofe who neglected that precaution. 

Dr. Clarke of Dominica, in a letterto Dr. Sim- 
mons of London *, obferves that capficum (cayenne 
pepper) has long ago been known to poffefs the 
power of counteracting the’ poifonous effects of fifth. 
If this was really'a fact, we fhould feldom or never 
hear of any accident of this nature, as the neeros 
ufe a confiderable quantity of the frefh capficum 
with every article whatever of their food. It is pro- 
bable however that it may be employed with alco- 
hol and other ftimulants with fome advantage. 

An infufion of the fenfitive plant has been men- 
tioned as a remedy from which fome benefit may be 
derived in cafes of fifh poifon. I have made trial 
of it, but cannot report any thing in its favour. 

_ Befides employing ftimulants internally to coun- 
teraét the effects of the poifon, we fhould attend to 
the fymptoms which are moft urgent. If the vo- 
miting and purging continue even, although proper 
evacuations have been premifed (whieh frequently 
happens) we muft then have recourfe to opiates ad- 
miniftered by the mouth, as advifed under the head 
of cholera morbus, and exhibited in glyfters along 
with mutton broth, or a folution of ftarch. , 

To allay the heat and drynefs of the fkin, and 
determine to the furface of the body, it will be 
proper, after the irritation of the ftomach has ceafed, 


to 


* See Vol. vii: of Medical Fa@s and Obfervations, p. 28g. _ 
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_ to give fmall dofes of the pulvis ipecac. compos., 

_ pulvis antimonialis, or pulvis jacob. ver. as recom- 
mended under the head of fimple fever, together 
with a free ufe of diluent liquors. Where any de- 
eree of ftrangury is prefent, thefe laft will more im- 
mediately be neceflary. 

The pains in the joints are fometimes very obfti- 
nate, and yield only to a confiderable lapfe of time. 
Covering the parts with flannel, together with the 
frequent ufe of a tepid bath, and drinking muftard 
whey, or a decoction of guiacum, or mezereon, 
will be the moft likely means to afford relief. 

To obviate the debility which arifes in. confe- 
quence of the difeafe, and reftore vigour to the 
fyftem, the patient muft enter ona courfe of tonics, 
as recommended under the head of dyfpepfia ; and 
where thefe do not prove fufficiently efficacious, he 
fhould remove without further lofs of time to a> 
cold climate. 7 : 

As fifth forms a great part of the diet of the inha- 
bitants of the Weft PaiEe, and 1s daily ferved up at 
moft tables, it may be of fome importance to be 
able to diftinguith thofe of a poifonous nature, from 
thofe that are wholefome. ‘The fafeft criterion to 
judge by is to give the entrails to a dog, cat, or 
duck, and if after an hour or two no diforder 
-arifes, the fifh may then be eaten with fafety. 
Another method much pra¢tifed, however, is to put 
a filver fpoon for fome time into the water in which 
the fith is boiling, and if upon taking out the fpoon, 
it appears unfullied, the fifh is then fuppoied to be. 
fafe ;-but if the colour be at all changed, it is then » 

judged, 
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judged unwholefome. This teft fhould never be 
depended upon. 

From the obfervations of filhermen, it appears 
that fifh that have no {cales are moft apt to prove 
poifonous. 


Of SUSPENDED ANIMATION. 


Tw confequence of downline, and alfo of fuffoca- 
tion and ftrangulation, a confiderable check is often 
given to the principle of life, without wholly extin- 
guifhing it. When it happens from the firft of 
thefe caufes, the circulation becomes gradually more 
feeble and flow, and much anxiety is felt about the 
precordia; to relieve which, the perfon attempts to 
rife to the furface of the water; he then difcharges 
a quantity of air from the lungs, in the place of 
which water is received. After ftrugeling in this 
manner for fome fhort time, convulfive {pafms arife, 
the organs of refpiration ceafe to act, and he at laft 
expires; foon after which the fkin becomes of a 
purple or blue caft, particularly about the face 
and neck, and the body finks. 

When a perfon dies from fuffocation, the fymp- 
toms are ufually the fame as in apoplexy. 
The phenomena which attend on ftrangulation — 

Vou, Il. PE «ATC, 
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are, convulfive paroxyfms luperadded to the apo 
pleétic fymptoms. , 

Livid and dark brown fpots « on the face, ithe oreat 
rigidiry and coldnefs of the body, a glafly appear- 
ance of the eyes, and a flaccid ftate of the fkin, de- 
note a perfect extinction of life: but the only cer- 


tain fign is actual putrefaction, and, therefore, in every: 


cafe where this fymptom is not prefent, and where 
we are unacquainted with the length of time the body 
may have been under water, every poflible means 
fhould be employed for reftoring it to life immedi- 
ately upon its being found, as the noble machine 
may be ftopped, and the {pring neverthelefs ftill retain 
in fome degree its elaftic vigour. 

‘Diffe€tions of thofe who have died by drowaine 
fhew, that an accumulation of blood in the venous 
fyftem forms the great morbid change, which takes 
place in accidents of this nature. The lungs are in 
a ftate of collapfe, and the accumulation of blood 
is confined to the vena cava, the heart, and the parts 
of the venous fyftem. In fome cafes the ftomach 
is found to contain a quantity of water; in others, 
none is to be perceived. In All inftances, the ex- 
ternal furface of the brain appears of a highly florid 
colour, without any great diftention of veffels or 
marks of effufion. It has been fuppofed, however, 
by many, that perfons who die by drowning fuffer 
from the intervention of apoplexy. 


The appearances exhibited on diffection, in cafes - 


of ftrangulation and fuffocation, are pretty fimilar 
to thofe in drowning, except the abfence of water 


in 
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in the lunes and ftomach ; and that in thefe, there is 
always a greater turgefcence in the veffels of the 
pia mater. 

The following are the means to be employed for 
the recovery of perfons recently drowned. 3 

As foon as the body is taken out of the water, it 
is immediately to be conveyed, with as little toffing 
and agitation as poffible, to the neareft houfe, where 
it is quickly to be ftripped of the wet clothes, to be 
wiped perfectly dry, and then to be laid between 
warm blankets, and on the right fide in preference 
to the left, in order that the paflage of the blood 
from the heart may be favoured by the pofition. 
The head is at the fame time to be covered with a 
woollen cap, and bags filled-with warm fand are to 
be applied to the feet. The doors and windows 
of the apartment are to be thrown open, in order 
that the atmofphere may be freely admitted, and no 
perfons but fuch as are neceflary in the nea 
fhould be allowed to enter it. | 
_ Having taken thefe fteps, we fhould next en- 
deavour to expand the lungs, and make them, if 
poffible, reaffume their office. When not furnifhed 
qzith the proper bellows invented by Mr, Hunter 
for this exprefs purpofe, we mult be content with 
blowing in air by means of a common pair, or by 
inferting a pipe into one noftril, comprefling the 
other, fhutting the perfon’s mouth at the fame time, 
and then blowing through the pipe with a confider- 
able degree of force. By any of thefe means we 


may be able to inflate the lungs. : 
. | “2 | The 
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The lungs being inflated, we fhould then rub 
every part of the body with warm flannel cloths, in- 
creafing the degree of heat gradually as the fymp- 
toms of re-animation feem to return. Should the 
frictions not be attended with any effect, we ought 
then to put the perfon into a warm bath. A high 
degree of heat will not be neceffary ; a moderate 
degese will be fufficient. 

When all thefe means prove ineffectual, it is cuf- 
tomary to ftimulate the brain by applying volatile 
falts to the nofe, and by rubbing the temples with 
fpirits of hartfhorn. In thefe cafes, it is likewife 
ufual to irritate the ftomach and inteftines; the 
former, by means of emetics introduced into the — 
organ through a flexible tube, and the latter by means 
of injeCtions, but more particularly thofe of tobacco 
fmoke. The propriety of this remedy has however 
been difputed by fome practitioners, on account of 
its fedative powers, and, inftead of being likely to 
prove beneficial, has'been judged injurious. 

With refpect to emetics, their ufe fhould be con 
fined folely to thofe cafes where a very evident ful- 
nefs of the ftomach is to be obferved externally, 
from its vem loaded either with water or food, or 
both. 

- Eledtricity is fometimes had recourfe to in order 
to promote a reftoration of life: unlefs employed 
by infulation alone, it will however be more likely 
to do harm than good. 

Bleeding isa raed which is often employed in 
cafes of a fufpenfion of the vital powers from drown- 
ing; but. the natural heat fhould always be fome- 

eae what 
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what reftored to the body, by a purfuance of the 
means which have been recommended, before we 
attempt to open a vein. Where ftupor, head-ach, 
&c. remain after the perfon has come to himéelf, 
it may then prove ufeful. In cafes of ftrangulation 
and fuffocation, where there are evident marks of 
turgefcence in the brain, the operation will be i tkely 
to ford much benefit. 

The means which have been advifed are diligently 
to be perfevered in for a confiderable time, and the 
cafe by no means to be given up as irretrievably 
loft, until at leaft after the expiration of four or five 
hours trial, as recoveries have been effected to this 
extent. 
~ On the fmalleft appearance of refpiration, or re- 
reftoration of the principle of life, wine or medi- 
cines of a warm cordial nature are to be conveyed 
into the ftomach, in {mall quantities at a time, and to 
be frequently repeated. When the patient comes 
perfectly to himfelf, he is to be kept very quiet, 

and to be allowed every benefit from repofe. 


Po 
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Of the DISEASES 


‘ of 
PRE Gh Aw FT 


Turee different ftages evidently exift during a 
{tate of pregnancy, each of which has a diftinct fet 
of fymptoms; and when we refle&t on the alteration 
that takes place in the confticution in confequence 
of impregnation, and the vaft diftention and diflodge- 
ment of the uterus which prevail at a more advanced 
period, we cannot be furprifed at the many com- 
plaints and irregularities which then arife. 

The firft ftage of pregnancy is ufually accom. 
panied with a fuppreffion of the menfes, together 
with frequent naufea and vomiting, heartburn, in- 
digeftion, peculiar longings, head-ach, giddinefs, 
tooth-ach, and fometimesa flight cough; the breafts 
become enlarged, fhooting pains extend through 
them, and the circle round the nipple alters to a 
dark brown colour. There often occurs likewife a 
feverifh difpofition, with debility, emaciation, irrita- 
bility and peevifhnefs of temper, and a total altera- 
tion of the countenance, every feature of which be- 
comes much fharpened. Some women breed fo 
eafily as to experience hardly any kind of inconve= 
nience whatever; whilft others again are perfectly — 

! incapable 
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incapable of retaining the leaft thing on their fto- 
mach, and are thereby reduced, to a ftate of ex. 
treme weaknefs, 

With many women, the vomitine will continue 
during the whole or greater part of the fecond ftage 
of pregnancy, as well as the firft ; but this does not 
ufually happen. Partial fuppreffions of urine, witha 
frequent inclination to void it; itching about the ex- 
ternal parts of generation, coftivenefs, tenefmus, 
and the piles, are what they are chiefly incommoded 
by during this period. Moft women quicken 
about the fixteenth week after conception, at which 
time the mother becomes fenfible of the flight efforts 
of the child, and, befides the complaints juft enu-_ 
merated, fhe will then be liable to fudden faintings, 
and flight hyfteric affections. 

During the three laft months, or third ftage of preg- 
nancy, general uneafinefs, reftlefinefs ( particularly by 
night) coftivenefs, cedematous {wellings ofthe feet, an- 
kles, and private parts, cramps in the legs and thighs, 
difficulty of retaining the urine for any length of time, 
varicous fwellings of the veins of the belly and lower 
extremities, and the piles, are the affections which 
ufually prove moft troublelome. In weak delicate 
women of irritable habits, convulfive fits fometimes 
arife, which are ever to be regarded in a dangerous 
light. 

Jt has been obferved, that frequent naufea and 
vomiting are apt to prove very troublefome to preg- 
nant women, and in many cafes to reduce them to 
a ftate of very great debility. As thefe moft fre- 
quently arife immediately upon firft getting out of 

LA bed 
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bed in the morning, the patient fhould be recom- 
mended, under fuch circumftances, never to rife 
until fhe has taken either a difh of tea, coffee, or 
whatever elfe fhe has ufually accuftomed herfelf to 
for breakfaft. 

If the vomiting fhould become at any time fo 
fevere as to threaten the bringing on a mifcarriage, 
from the violence of ftraining, it then may be ad- 
vifable to direct two or three table {poonfuls of the 
faline medicine to be taken every now and then, in 
fuch a manner as that the effervefcence fhall enfue 
after it is {wallowed; befides which the patient’s 
body fhould be kept open with fome gentle laxa- 
‘tive. | 

Local applications have been recommended to 
abate exceflive vomiting. As fuch, a piece of folded 
linen cloth, moiftened with laudanum, may be kept 
conttantly applied to the region of the ftomach. 
‘Probably a fmall addition of vitriolic xsther might 
increafe its good effect. It fometimes happens that 
vomiting is inceffant for many.days together, ac- 
companied with great proftration of ftrength and 
conftant thirft, and at the fame time an utter im- 
pofibility of retaining any thing on the ftomach. 


In this ftate, the application of leeches to the pit of | 


the ftomach, and a conftant attention to fuffer no- 


thing to be {wallowed that can irritate, allowing the. 


patient. only affes milk, and that by fingle fpoon- 
fuls, have been found to afford relief. Ifa confi- 
derable degree of naufea prevails, without the abi- 
lity of throwing up, fourteen or fifteen grains of 
puly. ipecac. may then be given, experience having 

proved, 
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proved that gentle emetics may be adminiftered 
‘with perfect fafety to pregnant women. : 

When either head-ach, drowfinefS, or a fenfe 
of fulnefs in the veffels, proves troublefome, draw- 
ing off a few ounces of blood from the arm, par- 
Gealarly i in robuft women, will moft likely be at- 
tended with advantage. 

If the |patient is incommoded by heart- bum, 
(which ufually proceeds from an acidity in the flo- 
mach) half a drachm of magnefia may be taken 
morning and evening to obviate it; and if this fails, 
we may then have recourfe to tne absorbent mixture 
advifed below *, which, Dr. Sims informs us + he’ 
has found the moit efficacious of all remedies for 
the removal of this diftreffing aed seal In pregnant 
women. | 

When peculiar longings arife in a flate of preg- 
nancy, they fhould ats be gratified, if poffible, 
as women are apt to mifcarry from the anxiety thefe 
occafion, when not indulged in them: but that the 
child in utero can be marked by any depraved ap-. 
petite of the mother, or be mutilated by any difa- 
greeable object being prefented to her, cannot be 
admitted. 

Should 


+ See Medical and ies eal Journal, N® vill. p. 206. 
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Should any hyfterical affeCtion or fudden fainting 
arife, little more will be neceffary than to expofe the 
_ patient to a free open air, to place her in an hori- 
zontal pofition, and to give her a glafs of cold water 
with a-few drops of the liquor volat. cornu cervi, or . 
‘a little wine fufficiently diluted. 

Coftivenefs, partial fuppreffions of urine, and the 
piles, which attend on the fecond flage of pregnancy, 
are occafioned by the great preffure of the uterus 
on the rectum and bladder. The firft and laft of 
thefe fymptoms are to be obviated by a daily ufe of 
fome gentle laxative, fuch as a folution of manna, or 
the ele€tuary adviied below *. Pills compofed 
principally of aloes, (fuch as’ Anderfon’s) are too ge- 
nerally ufed by pregnant women for this purpofe ; 
but they are highly improper, as being of too ftimu- 
Jating a nature, and very apt to occafion hemor- 
thages and the piles. 

When a fuppreffion of urine takes place, befides 
making ufe of emollient fomentations and laxative 
glyfters, and bleeding, if the fymptoms run high, 
yt will be necefflary to have recourfe to chirurgical 
affiftance, by drawing it off Py means of a ca- 
theter. 

Where a fevere itching about the parts of gene- 
ration attends on pregnancy, it will be proper to 

keep 


* W. Elect. e Senna 3ij. 
eas Tartar. 33]. 
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keep the woman’s body perfeétly open with fome 
cooling laxative, and to wafh the parts three or four 
times a day with a diluted folution of lead. If much 
inflammation accompanies the itching, topical bleed~ 
ing may be requifite. 

The Swellings of the fect: ankles, and private 
parts, which ie in the laft ftage of pregnancy, are 
occafioned by the preflure made by the womb, 
which now prevents the free return of the blood 
from the lower extremities. Gravid women are 
ufually free from thefe complaints in the morning, | 
but towards night. they frequently fuffer much from 
them, Slight fcarifications with the edge of a lan- . 
cet to dif{charge the ftagnated fluid, with the after 
application of flannels wrung out in a warm infu- 
fion of emollient herbs, have been employed in 
cafes of great diftention. In general, however, it 
will only be neceffary that the patient does not keep 
her feet in a pendent pofition for any length of 
time. | 

Cramps of the legs and thighs are to be relieved 
by rubbing the parts with cold vinegar. Where 
the ftomach is affected with fpafins, proper dofes 
of wether and laudanum, with the other means ad- 
vifed under the head of hytteria in cramps of that, 
organ, will afford the greateft relief. In fuch 
cafes the patient muft carefully avoid every kind 
_ of food that is apt to prove flatulent or hard of di- 
geftion, and fhe muft keep her body perfectly 
open. 

Inquietude and inability to fleep prove trouble- 
fome complaints towards the latter period of preg- 

nancy 
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nancy, the patient being often obliged to rife fre- 
quently throughout the courfe of the night, in order 
to expofe herfelf to the influence of the cool air. 
Nothing affords fo great relief in cafes of this na- 
ture, as bleeding in fmall quantities, with the oc- 
cafional ufe oF fome cooling laxative medicine. 
Opiates are never attended with advantage in fuch 
conditions. | | 
The veins of the legs, thighs, and belly often be- 
come varicous in the laft flage of pregnancy, and 
fometimes put on an alarming appearance from their 
ereat enlargement and diftention. No bad confe- 
quences have, however, been obferved to attend 
fuch a condition, and the only thing neceflary to be 


done is to empty the vafcular fyftem by moderate 


bleeding, gentle purging, and a fpare diet. Should 
the vein of any particular part become fo diftended 
as to prove troublefome, it may then be advifable 
to apply a bandage of a moderate BEuE es fo as to 
give the neceffary fupport. 

If a jaundice or any other bilious affe€tion pre- 
vails during a ftate of pregnancy, as fometimes hap- 
pens, from the preffure of the uterus on the gall 
bladder, it is to be obviated by keeping the body 
open with fome gentle laxative, fuch as pills com- 
pofed of rhubarb and foap. 

An incontinence of urine in pregnant women is 
only to be removed by delivery. 


Pains fomewhat refembling thofe of labour, and | 


known by the name of falfe pains, are apt to come 
on at an advanced ftage of pregnancy, and often to 
occafion an unneceffary alarm, In fuch cafes, confine- 

| ment, 
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ment, in an horizontal pofition, bleeding, if plethoric, 
laxative medicines, if coftive, and adminiftering {mall 
and frequent dofes of fome opiate until the patient 
finds eafe, will be neceflary. 

Convulfions arifing in women that are far ad- 
vanced in pregnancy are always attended with im- 
minent danger, and are genérally produced by 
the unufual {timulus in the womb, being moft apt 
to take place in thofe of an irritable habit. They 
have been obferved to arife oftener during the firft 
pregnancy than in any future one. If any inclina- 
tion to throw up prevails, it may be affifted by giv- 
ing the patient a little camomile tea, fhould fhe be 
capable of fwallowing, after which an opiate draught - 
_may be given to allay irritation *. Should the not 
be relieved by thefe means, blifters ought to be ap 
plied, and the labour pains promoted by every pof- 
fible means. A warm bath will be very proper. 
The alternate ufe of alkalies and opium, together 
with warm bathing, as mentioned under the head of 
tetanus, have likewife been much recommended by 
Dr. Stutz of Suabia, in the convulfions of pregnant 
women 7. 


To 


+ See Medical and Phyfical Journal, Vol. v. p. 472. 
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To prevent puerperal convulfion from fuperven- 
ing, it will be prudent to pay an early attention to a 
ufe of the lancet, and when it does arife, we fhould by 
no means neglect blood-letting. 


Of ABORTIONS and FLOODINGS. 


Or all the difeafes which attend on pregnancy, 
(with an exception to convulfions) none are accom- 
panied with fo much danger as floodings, but 
more particularly at an advanced ftage of preg- 
nancy, thefe being often fo rapid and violent as to 
deftroy the woman in a very fhort time, where 
proper means are not quickly adopted. 

Abortions giving rife to floodings may happen at 
any period of pregnancy, but they take place more 
frequently before the fifth month thamat any other 
period.. When a woman happens to part with her 
burden before the feventh month, fhe is faid to 
have mifcarried ; but when delivered of it after this 
time, the term labour is ufually applied. 

Children born at the end of the feventh month 
are feldom reared, and when they are, they ufually 
prove {mall and weakly; but thofe of eight months 
are frequently preferved by beftowing proper care 
on them. 


In 
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in confequence of an imperfect conception, it 
fometimes happens that moles or fubftances of a 
fiefhy nature (which upon being cut open contain 
not the Galle veltige of a child) are formed in 
the uterus, and thefe at length becoming detached, 
give rife to a confiderable degree of hemor- 
rhage. 

As fome women menftruate during the firft 
months of pregnancy, it will be neceffary to diftin- 
euifh between an approaching mifcarriage and a vi- 
fitation of the menfes, which may readily be done by 
enquiri:g whether or not the hemorrhage has pro- 
_ ceeded from any evident caufe, and whether it flows 
gently or is accompanied with unufual pains. The 
former ufually arifes from fome fright, furprife, or 
accident, and does not flow gently and regularly, 
but burfts out of a fudden, and again ftops all at 
ence, and is alfo attended with fevere pains in the 
back and bottom of the belly; whereas the ae is 
marked with no fuch occurrences. 

The caufes which give rife to Aoodings se a 
{tate of pregnancy are, violent exertions of {trength, 
lifting fome heavy weight, fudden furprifes and 
frights, violent fits of paffion, great uneafinefs of 
mind, uncommon longings, overfulnefs of blood, 
profufe evacuations, general weakneis of the fyftem, 
external injuries, as blows and bruifes, and the 
death of the child, in confequence of which, the 
placenta becomes partially or wholly detached from 
the uterus, leaving the mouths of the veffels of the 
Jatter, which anaftamofed with thofe of the former, 
perfectly open. | 

Abortions 


3 
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Abortions are often preceded by a general fenfe 

of coldnefs, flaccidity of the breafts, vomiting and 

flicht pains in the loins, and lower region of the 


bel ly. After a fhort continuance of thefe fymptoms, | 


a flight difcharge of blood then enfues, coming 
away fometimes in clots, and at others, gufhing 
out in a florid ftream, then {topping BR for a 
fhort time, and again returning violently. 

- Floodings are more or lefgs dangerous according 
to the fiage of pregnancy in which they happen. 
The farther a’: woman is advanced therein, the 
greater will be the rifk, efpecially if unaccompanied 
by labour pains, as the mouths of the vefféls which 
pour out the blood are much enlarged during the 


“daft face of pregnancy, and of courfe a vaft quan- 


tity wal be difcharged in a fhort {pace of time. Al- 


though seas before the fifth month are fel- 


ony attended with immediate danger, the lofs of 


blood being ufually {mall, they neverthelefs fre- 


quently lay the foundation of many grievous ail- 
ments by happening repeatedly. Some women are 


vifited by habitual mifcarriages, and obferve a ftated * 


period for feveral fucceflive pregnancies, which is 
more ufually about the third month, than at any 
other time. 

When a woman is fleets to habitual abortions, 


and is of a full plethoric habit, fhe ought to be 


bled juft before the ufual time of her mifcarrying. 


She fhould likewife ufe a fpare diet, keep her body ~ 


perfectly open, and avoid all agitations of the mind, 
fevere exercife, and fuch objects as may be likely 
to make a difagreeable impreffion on her. On the 

ei i contrary; 
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contrary, if fhe is a weak lax habit, bleeding ought 
not by any means to be adopted, but moderate ex- 
ercife in a carriage or on horfeback, together with 
@ nutritive generous diet, and a courfe of chalybeates, 

and other tonics, fhould be recommended. sae 

If a woman is threatened with a mifcarriage in 
confequence of the death of the child the is preg- 
nant with, and no flooding arifes, the proerefs of 
nature fhould be waited for with patience, foothing 
her mind, and fupporting her ftrength with a ge- 
nerous diet; but where an approaching mifcarriage 
is accompanied with a fevere fooding, and the wo- 
man is far advanced in her pregnancy, the labour 
ought then to be promoted by every poffible 
means. | : , 

A flooding coming on in confequence of fome 
flight feparation of the placenta from the uterus, 
may frequently be ftopped by immediately adopt 
ing proper fteps, and the woman be enabled to go 
out her full time. Should we not be fo fortunate 
however as to procure this event, we muft then en- 
deavour to reftrain the hemorrhage. 

On the firft appearance of a flooding, the woman 
fhould be confined to her bed, and be placed with her 
hips fomewhat more elevated than herhead, keeping 
her at the fame time perfectly cool, debarring her 
of all food of a heating ftimulant nature, and giv- 
ing her cool liquors to drink fharpened with fome 
agreeable acid. If coftivenefs prevails, it muft be | 
obviated by adminiftering a laxative glyfter. | 
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If the difcharge is copious, and accompanied with 
{fpafmodic pains in the uterus, it will be advifable 
to prefcribe opiates in {mall and frequent repeated 
dofes, fo as to keep up a conftant effect, and they 
_may be combined either with refrigerants *, or 
with aftringents +, or with both. To afift the ef- 
fect of thefe medicines, linen cloths wrung out in 
cold vinegar and water fhould be kept conftantly 
applied ‘to the back and private parts. 

Aftringent injections are often employed 1 in flood- 
ings,and where the hemorrhage remits for any length 
of time, they undoubtedly will prove beneficidl, 
and ought therefore to be ufed as mentioned under 
the head of menorrhagia; but in floodings unaccom- 
panied by any remiffion, they are by no means 
likely to afford much relief. 

When the means above mentioned have been 
purfued without the defired effect, and the woman 
becomes expofed to imminent danger from great 
lofs of ftrength, it will then be necefflary to have 


recourfe 
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recourfe to more powerful aftringents*, fuch as 
zincum vitriolatuin, vitriol. cupri and ceruffa ace- 
tata. As foon however as the hemorrhage has 
ceafed, a gentle purge of the oleum ricini fhould be 
adminiftered, in order to prevent any bad effect 
from the action of thefe remedies on the coats of 
the {tomach and inteftines. 
It has been mentioned under the head of He- ,, 


moptyfis, that the digitalis purperea has been found #°% |" 


to prove highly ufeful in this difeafe, by its great 
power in retarding the action of the heart and ar- 
teries ; and we have every reafon to fuppofle it might 
be attended with an equal good effect in cafes of 
profufe floodings arifing in women of a plethoric 
habit, if adminiftered in fufficient dofes +. 


If 
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~ Ifthe woman is in the laft ftaze of pregnancy, 
and all our endeavours to ftop or reprefs the he- 
morrhage prove abortive, and it feems to endanger 
her life from its feverity, it then will be neceffary 
to deliver her as expeditioufly as poffible, although 
it probably may be attended with much difficulty, 
unlefs affifted in the dilatation of the parts by the 
coming on of the natural labour pains. 


Of the DISEASES 
which attend on 


The PUERPERAL STATE, 


Arrer-patns, Shortly after delivery, thefe ufu- 
ally come on, and with fome women prove remark- 
ably fevere. The quicker the labour has been, 
the flighter will thefe prove in general. Women 
with their firft child are feldom much troubled with 
them, but as the uterus contracts lefs readily after 
each future labour, fo they are more liable to fot. 
fer from them in any fucceeding delivery, than in 
the firft. - 

When after-pains prove fo troublefome as to de~ 
prive the patient of her reft, it will be neceflary to 


have 


¢ 
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have recourfe to opiates joined with other antifpaf 
modics *. Hot cloths or bladders filled with warm 
water, may be applied as, an external fomen- 
tation, Thefe means are to be affifted by keeping 
up a fuficient preffure on the belly at the fame 
time, by means of a broad bandage. 7 

Coftivenefs. This is apt to prevail after deli- 

very, and fhould always be removed by a laxative 

ete or fome gentle purgative, fuch as a folution 

of falts and manna, or about an ounce of the oleum 
ricini. 

Flow of the Lochia. In all women a certain 
degree of hemorrhage ufually takes place after de- 
livery, produced by the removal of the placenta, 
which thereby lays bare the mouths of the blood- 
vefiels in the infide of the uterus ; and this commonly 
continues until the womb contracts to fuch a fize as 
to clofe them up again. The difcharge for the 
- four or five firft days confifts ufually of florid blood, 
after which time, it aflumes a mucous appearance, 
and fo ceafes gradually. 

In weak and relaxed habits, it fometimes hap: 
pens, that inftead of faturating a cloth now and 
then, as is natural to all women, the blood gufhes 


out — 
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out with fuch rapidity and violence as to run quickly 
through all the bed clothes, and even to foak through 
the bed itfelf; in which cafe, the patient will be re- 
duced to a ftate of great debility, if the hemorrhage 
is not foon relbraliedl: To effect this, the means 
recommended under the heads of Menorrhagia and 
Abortions muft be adopted. 

_ Where a fuppreffion of the lochia enfues before 


the accuftomed period, the diicharge ought again - 


to be promoted, if poffible, by plentiful uilGeon, Aad 
the application of warm fomentations to the parts. 
Should thefe means prove ineffectual, ‘gentle’ evacu- 
ations fhould be made. 

The Milk Fever. About the third or fourth 
day after delivery, the breafts generally become 
turgid and painful, from the fecretion of milk which 
: ahs takes place in them. When this is moderate 
and free, no inconvenience will be experienced ; 
but when copious and accompanied by any ob- 


- ftruction in the lactiferous tubes, in confequence of 


the ufe of fome repellent application, or of an ex- 
pofure to cold, the breafts will then become hard, 
fwelled, and painful, and a fmall fever will arife, 
accompanied by naufea, reftlefsnefs, pains in the 
head and back, and a confiderable degree of thirft. 


To prevent any confequences of this kind, it will - 


always be advifable to apply the child to the breafts 


at a very early period after delivery, By delaying 


to do fo immediately on the fecretion of milk com- 
mencing, the breafts are not only apt to become 
_ much enlarged and diftended, but the nipples’ are 

often 
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often fo much retracted, that the child cannot lay 
hold of them without the greateft difficulty. 

~ Where the. mother’s health will not admit of her 
fuckling the child, or any other thing happens to 
prevent ity fhe fhould be careful to have her breafts 
drawn three or four times a day by fome other per- 
fon ; and with the view of preventing a copious fe- 
cretion of milk, fhe fhould ufe a very {pare diet, 
keep her body perfeétly open with laxative medicines, | 
and abftain as much as poffible from all kinds of }i- 
quids, This mode of proceeding will be far pre- . 
ferable to the ufe of repellent applications to dry up, 
or put a ftop tothe fecretion. 

If any degree of fever arifes, befides confining 
the patient to a fpare diet, keeping her very quiet, | 
and obviating coftivenefs by means of cooling laxa- 
tives, we may give her {mall and frequent repeated 
dofes of antimonials, together with refrigerants, 
fuch as nitre, as advifed under the head of Simple 
Fever. 

Inflammation and tumours in the breafts. From 
neglecting to put the child at an early period to the 
breafts, or of getting them drawn by fome other 
~ perfon, accidents of this nature happen very fre- 
quently to lying-in women. 

With refpeét to the mode of treating thefe kind 
of tumours, practitioners differ very rridich's fome af- 
ferting that difcuffion fhould always be attempted, 
and others, that they ought to be allowed to fuppu- 
rate ; as when the difcuffion does not fucceed, there 
may be fome danger of inducing a fcirrhous affec- 
tion of an obftinate nature. I think the fame 
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practice fhould be adopted in this cafe of inflam- 
mation as in every other, and that ‘the difcuffion of 
‘the tomour ought by all means to be attempted on 
its firft appearance ; the diftrefs and pain which al- 
ways attend on a fuppuration of the mamma being 
very great. When the inflammation and {welling 
have been of fuch long ftanding as to fhew an evident 
tendency to fippurate, any attempt to difcufs the 
_ tumour would not be advifable. 

Where difcuffion is proper, recourfe fhould be had 
at a very ‘early period to a ftridt purfuance of the 
antiphlogiftic plan. ‘The ftrength is to be fupported 
by a cool fpare diet ; the body is to be kept per- 
fe€tly open with mild laxatives; febrile heat is to be 
abated by refrigerants, fuch as nitre, with the aid of 
frequent finall dofes of fome antimonial, fuch as the 
pulvis jacobi, pulvis antimonialis, or folution of tar- 
tarifed antimony ; pain and irritation are to be al- 
layed by fufficient dofes of opium, and the inflam. 
mation, when confiderable,.1s to be abated by means 
of leeches applied to the part, as likewife by the 
conftant application of linen cloths dipped in fome 
fedative lotion*. To affift the effect of thefe means, | 

the 
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the breafts are to be evacuated frequently through- 
out the courfe of the day, but more particularly the 
one difeafed, either by the infant or fome other per- 
fon accuftomed to the bufinefs. When they are fo 
much {welled as not toallow of laying hold of the 
nipple, the proper glaffes made for that purpofe 
fhould be employed. 

If the tumour proceeds-to fuppuration, notwith- 
ftanding we may have ufed every endeavour to pre- 
vent it, we fhould then affift the operations of na- 
ture by the application of emollient poultices and 
fomentations. As foon as the fuppuration is com- 
pleted, the tumour fhould be opened, after which it 
may be dreffed with dry lint, anda pledget fpread with | 
fome kind of digeftive ointment be laid over all. 
Should any frefh fuppuration enfue, which not un- 
frequently happens, the fame mode of treatment 
mutt be adopted, and that proper pus may be formed, 
_the Peruvian bark, with a moderate quantity of wine, 
will be neceffary. | 

_Excoriations of the Nipples. From the conftant 

{tate of moifture in which thefe parts are kept with 
thofe who give fuck, fuch an occurrence 1s very 
apt to happen. When excoriations do arife, the 
parts fhould be wafhed two or three times a day 
with a diluted folution of the ceruffa acetata or aq. 
lithareyri compofita, and afterwards be -{prinkled 
with a little powder of the lapis calaminaris or 
tutty. If only one nipple is affected, the child may 
be eonfined to the other; but if both are affected, 
and the pain occafioned by its fucking is too great 
to be borne, the woman muft then defift from the 
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duties of a mother until the excoriations are fome- 
what healed, taking care however to have her breafts 
_ drawn regularly twice or thrice a day. . As long as 
we are under the neceffity of applying any of the 
preparations of lead to the nipples of the mother, it 
will be prudent not to fuffer the child to fuck her, 
as there is reafon to fear that it might be materially 
injured by fo doing. 

Miliary Eruptions. In confequence of keeping 
women very warm, and of ufing a heating diet, it 
not unfrequently happens that miliary eruptions, at- 
tended with fome degree of fever, arife during a 
puerperal ftate. Sometimes they are difperfed 
over the whole body, but they are more ufually ob- — 
ferved principally about the neck and cheft. 

To conduét the patient with fafety through the 
difeafe, the practitioner muft have recourfe to the 
means advifed under the head of Miliary Fever. 
Should the eruptions ftrike in fuddenly, and the 
pulfe fink, blifters with cordial fudorific medicines 
and wine will be proper. | 

AffeCtions of this nature may however be avoided 
in general, by an attention to diet, by keeping the 
patient’s body perfectly open, and by admitting a 
proper ventilation through her chamber. 


Of 
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Of aw INFLAMMATION Of the UTERUS*, 
or 3 : 
MSE RT Pus. 


In natural labours, as well as in thofe of a labori4 
ous fort, many caufes of injury tothe uterus and the 
peritonzeum which covers it, will be applied. The 
long continued action of the uterus on the body of 
the child, and the great preffure made by its head on © 
the foft parts, will farther add to the chance of in- 
jury. Befides thefe, an improper application of in- 
{truments, or an officioufnefs of the midwife in hurry- 
ing the labour, may have contributed to the violence. 
To thefe caufes may be added expofure.to cold, by 
taking the woman too early out of bed after delivery, 
‘and thereby throwing the circulating fluids upon the 
internal parts, putting a {top to the fecretion of milk, 
or occafioning a fuppreffion of the lochia. 

An inflammation of the womb is fometimes per- 
fe€tly diftinét, but it is more frequently commu- 
nicated to the peritonzum, fallopian tubes, and ova- 
ria; and having once begun, the natural funéions 
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® This difeafe, as well as the two facceeding ones, belong pro- 
perly to the;clafs of Pyrexiw, but as they do not arife in the 
unimprepnated fate, I have judged it mof proper to infert 
them here. 3 
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of the organ become much difturbed, which greatly 
adds to the difeafe, 

It is oftener met with in women of a robutt and 
plethoric habit, than in thofe of lax fibres and a de- 
licate conftitution, particularly where they have in- 
dulged freely in food of a heating nature, and in a 
ufe of fpirituous liquors. It never prevails as an 
epidemic, like puerperal fever, for which it has pro- 
bably often been miftaken, and to this we may 
with fome reafon afcribe the difference in the mode 
of treating the difeafe which has taken place amongtt 
phyficians. 

An inflammation of the uterus, fhews itlelf ufually 
about the fecond or third day after delivery, with a 
painful fenfation at the bottom of the belly, which 
gradually increafes in violence without any kind of 
intermiffion. On examining externally, the uterus 
appears much increafed in fize, is hard to the feel, 
and on making a preffure upon it, the patient ex- 
periences great forenefs and pain. - 

Soon afterwards, there enfues an increafe of heat 
over the whole of the body, with pains inthe head and 
back extending into the groins, rigors, confiderable 
thirft, naulea, and vomiting. The tongue is white 
and dry, the fecretion of milk is ufually much in- 
terrupted, the lochial difcharge is greatly diminifhed, 
the urine is high coloured and fcanty, and if the in- 
flammation has extended to the bladder, is then 
fo totally obftrucéted as to render the ufe of a ca- 
theter neceffary ; the body is coftive, and the pulfe 
is hard, full, and frequent. 

Thefe 
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Thefe are the fymptoms which ufually prefent 
themfelves when the inflammation does not run very 
high and is perfectly diftinét, but when it is fo ex- 
tenfive as to affect the peritoneum, thofe of irrita- 
tion then generally fucceed, and foon deftroy the 
patient. : 

Uterine inflammation is always attended with 
much danger, particularly where the fymptoms 
have ran high, and the proper means for remov- 
ing them have not been timely adopted. In fuch 
cafes, it may terminate- either in fuppuration, 
{cirrhus, or gangrene and mortification. 

Frequent rigors, fucceeded by flufhings of the 
face, quicknefs and weaknefs of the puife, great 
depreffion of ftrength, delirium, and the fudden cef- 
fation of pain and forenefs in the region of the ab- 
domen, denote a fatal termination : on the contrary, 
the enfuing of a gentle diarrhoea, the lochial difcharge 
returning in due quantity and quality, the fecre- 
tion of milk recommencing, and the uterus becom- 
ing gradually fofter and lefs tender to the touch, 
with an abatement of heat and thirft, prognofticate 
a favourable iffue. 

When fhiverings attack the patient after feveral 
days continuance of the fymptoms, but little relief 
can be afforded by medicine, the event being ge- 
nerally fatal. In this cafe, the woman einaciates and 
lofes her ftrength, becomes hectic, and finks under 
colliquative {weating or purging. 

Upon opening the bodies of women who have 
died of this difeafe, and where it exifted in a fimple 
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ftate, little or no extravafated fluid is ufually to be 
met with in the cavity of the abdomen. In fome 


inftances, the peritonaal furfaces have been dif- 


covered free from the difeafe ; whilft in others, that 
portion which covers the uterus and pofterior part 
of the bladder, has been found partially inflamed. 
The inflammation has been obferved in fome cafes 
to extend to the ovaria and fallopian tubes, which 
when cut open, are often loaded with blood. The 
uterus itfelf ufually appears of a firm fubftance, but 
is larger than in its natural ftate, and when cut 
into, a quantity of pus is often found. Gangrene 
and mortification are feldom if ever to be met 
with. 

By anearly attention to the difeafe on its firf 
approach, we may often fubdue it, and prevent the 
infammation from proceeding to any great height. 
Our immediate and fpeedy care ought therefore to 
be directed towards diminifhing the quantity of the 
circulating fluids, and weakening the action of the 
heart and arteries; and this is to be done by draw- 
ing blood from the fyftem, regulating the quantity 
which we take away, by the violence of the fymp- 
toms, the ftate of the pulfe, and the age and habit 
of the patient. In repeating the operation, we are 
to be governed ‘by the fame circumftances, and by 
the effect produced by the former evacuation. In 
plethoric habits a fecond or a third repetition may 
be neceffary ; but in thofe who are lefs robuft, if the 
inflammatory fymptoms are not entirely, carried 
off by the firft bleeding, it may be more advifa- 

ble 
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ble to draw off blood by the application of fix or 
eight leeches to the belly, than to make ufe of the 
lancet again. 

To remove the tenfion and slaeete the pain and 
forenefs, flannel cloths wrung out in a warm de- 
coction of bruifed poppy heads and camomile flowers, 
with an addition of about an eighth of {piritus cam- 
phoratus, may be kept pretty conftantly applied, 
throughout the courfe of the day, to the abdominal 
region, and at night it may be anointed with a_ 
little of the Gomera camphore. In ufing fo- 
mentations, due care muft however be taken that 
they are not applied fo wet as to run about the 
bed, and thereby occafion inconvenience to the 
patient. 

Evacuation by purging would be i improper in this 
inflammation ; but it willbe rightto preferve the reou- 
lar motion of the bowels, by giving from time to time, 
as may be found neceflary, fome gentle laxative, or 
by adminiftering emollient aperient glyfters, which 
perhaps may be the moft preferable way of pro- 
curing ftools, as they not only unload the intef- 
tines, but likewife act as a fomentation. 

In moft internal inflammations, blifters prove a 
ufeful remedy; but in that of the uterus, their 
application is attended with the rifk of increafing 
the irritation in the fyftem, and of adding to the in- 
flammation, by affecting the bladder and kidneys. 
"Whenever they are made ufe of in this difeafe, with 
the hope cf affording relief, they ought to be 
{prinkled with anor and the patient fhould 

drink 
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drink plentifully of diluting mucilaginous liquors to 
guard againft fuch contig Cenene 

To determine to the furface of the body, and ex~ 
cite a gentle perfpiration, which often proves highly 
ferviceable in this inflammation, it will be proper to 
give diaphoretic medicines. As fuch, we may em- 
ploy the pulvis ipecac. compofita, in the quantity of 
eight or ten grains, repeated every four hours; or 
the pulvis antimonialis, in the quantity of about two 
grains, and half a grain of opium made into a bolus, 
with a little of the conferva rof rubree Thefe may 
be wafhed down with two or three fpoonfuls ofa 
faline mixture. 

In order to alleviate the pain (which alone would 
greatly aggravate the difeafe) procure reft, and pre- 
vent fymptoms of irritation from arifing, the ufe of 
opium is indifpenfibly necceffary, and its dofe ought 
to be increafed until the defired effect 1s procured, 

Should a diarrheea arife {fpontaneoufly in the courfe 
of this difeafe, it ought by no means to be checked, 
unlefs it proceeds with fuch violence as to exhauft- 
the woman’s ftrength. Under fuch circumftances, 
the miftura cretacea, with an- additicn of a {mall 
quantity of tinétura opi, may be given with ad- 
vantage. Should the peinedly’ not ke found fuffi- 
ciently powerful in leffening the number of eva- 
cuations, three drachms of the tin@tura kino, or 
catechu, may be added to about fix ounces of the 
mixture. | 

Throughout the whole courfe of the lifeate, the 
patient is to be fupported by food of a light nutri- 

tive 
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tive nature, and fuch as is eafy of digeftion, carefully 
avoicing all kinds of fermented liquors. 

In chronic inflammation and fcirrhofity of the 
uterus, the repeated application of leeches above 
the pubis or to the perineum; the ufe of gentle 
laxatives ; injections into the vagina, and fomenta- 
tions and blifters to the lower part of the abdomen, 
appear to be the moft probable means of affording 
relief, and in the early ftages of effeGing a cure, _ 

Too much caution cannot be obferved by women . 
gn euarding againft any expofure to cold after deli- 
very, as they are thereby apt to bring on difeafes, 
which, if they do not prove quickly fatal, not un- 
frequently leave effets behind them, of which they 
will be fenfible the whole future period of their 
iife. 


Of an InruamMMation of the PeriToNmumM, 
or 


PERITONITIS. 


' PeriToON At inflammation frequently occurs 
jn women after delivery, and is produced by the 
fame caufes which give rife to an inflammation of 
the uterus; viz. tedious and laborious labours ; offi- 
cioufnefs in the midwife; the ufe of initruments; 
the application of cold, and adminiftering heating h- 
quors to excefs, The difeafe has by fome authors 

Vor. I. Bb begn 


7 


370 . PRACT CE OFS? ay sae 


been called puerperal fever; but. this feems im-: 
proper, as it neither is attended with contagion, nor 
ever prevails epidemucally ; and therefore the term 
is more properly applicable to the diforder treated 
of under that particular head. 
In fome: cafes the indammation attacks only a 
{mall portion of the membrane at firft, and is after- 
wards communicated to the whole of it; and in 
others, it occupies the whole at once. In the 
firft inflance, the patient feels great pain in a 
particular part of the abdomen; and in the latter, 
fhe experiences much forenefs over the whole region 
of the belly. The. uneafinefs increafing rapidly, 
great pain ee and the abdomen becomes puffed 
up and fwelled to a fize nearly equal to what it was 
before delivery. From the inflamed ftate of the 
parts, and the exquifice pain which prevails, the very 
weight of the bed-clothes becomes irkfome and in 
fufferable, and in order to fupport ic, the patient is 
obliged to lay on her back with her knees bent in 
towards her belly. She ‘is moreover incapable of 
bearing the leaft motion. 
‘The ftomach 1n moft cafes is much affected, and 
a conftant ficknefs with a vomiting of bilious mat- 
ter enfues. |The ftate of the inteftines is variable ; 
fometimes coftivene(s prevails, at others, a purging, 
and fometimes the body is perfectly regular. The 
bladder likewife becomes affected, and there arifes 
a conftant inclination to make water, but which 
comes away, however, in a very {mall quantity at 
a time. | 


As 
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As-the difeafe advances and the tumefaction aug- 
ments, great dificulty of breathing enfues ; and in: 
confequence of the general determination to. the 
bowels, the fecretion of milk becomes much dimi- 
nifhed, and is at laft entirely flopped; the breafts 
are flaccid and empty, and the Jochial difcharge 1 is 
perhaps wholly fuppreffed. 

The fyftem is ufually affeéted with a mixture of 
general inflammation, and fymptoms of irritation; 
the pulfe is frequent, fmall, and contra&ed ; the 
fkin is dry and hot, with flufhing of the face and 
rednefs of the eyes; the tongue is white and dry, 
with the prevalence of great thirft; the appetite is 
diminifhed, but not wholly loft; and the patient is. 
reftlefs, uneafy, and gets little or no {fleep. 

The difeafe continuing to preceed in its courfe, 
all the fymptoms become hizhly aggravated, and at 
Jaft a total ceffation of pain enfues; the pulfe lofes 
its ftrength, but is at the fame time more frequent; 
cold clammy fweats break out; the urine and faces 
come away involuntarily ; the extremities become — 
cold, and the patient is carried off. 

We may regard the following appearences in a 
favourable light. The pulfe becoming fuller and 
lefs frequent, the fkin moifter and cooler, the refpi- 
ration lefs laborious, the urine being voided in a 
proper quantity and lefs frequently, the return of 
the milk in the breafts, the re-appearance of tne 
fochial difcharge, a gradual diminution of the pain 
in the abdomen, and the coming on ofa gentle diar- 
rhoea towards the clofe of the difeafe. On the con-— 
trary, we are to confider the fudden ceffation of pain, 
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with a finking pulfe and much tumefaction, as fatal 
{ymptoms. 

The appearances on diaiess have been thot 
of inflammation in the perigongzum covering the 
different vifcera, as the flomach, liver, {pleen, omen- 
tum, inteftines, 8c. but that which covers the 
uterus and bladder is ufually found more inflamed 
than any other part. Moreover, there is generally 
perceived in the cavity of the abdomen, a large 
quantity of a fluid refembling ferum, mingled with 
pus, and intermixed with portions of folid matter, 
fimilar to what is mentioned under the head of 
Puerperal Fever. It feldom happens that gan- 
grene or mortification of any of the vifcera are to 
be obferved. 

In the cure of this difeafe, the fame mode oftreat- 
ment which has been advifed for an inflammation 
of the uterus muff be adopted. Bleeding from the 
fyftem fhauld therefore be had recourfe to at a very 
early period, particularly where the patient is of a 
robuft plethoric habit, and with fuch it may be ne- 
ceffary to repeat the operation; but after fymptoms of 
irritation have made their appearance, bleeding would 
infallibly prove highly prejudicial. In thofe cafes 
where there is a mixture of phlegmonous inflamma- 
tion with the fymptoms of irritation, drawing blood, 
by the application of fix or more leeches applied to 
the abdomen, will be preferable to taking it away 
from the arm. 

Emollient and antifpafmodic ie He com- 
pofed of a deco&ion of equal parts of camomile. 
flawers, bryony and bruifed poppy heads, with a 
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proper addition of alcohol or fpiritus camphoratus; 
will likewife be proper; afterwards anointing the 
belly with the liniment advifed in the laft difeate 
which has been defcribed. 

If coftivenefs prevails, the bowels muft be erip- 
tied by adminiftering fome mild laxative, fuch as 
the oleum ricini, or by means of emollient glyf- 
ters, which at the fame tiche that they procure 
ftools, will act as internal formentations. a 

Should thete prevail great irritation at the fto- 
mach, with frequent vomiting, the patient fhould 
be directed to drink freely of diluting mucilagi- 
nous liquors, taking every two or three hours a fa- 
line draught in the att of effervefcence, with an ad- 
dition of! about twelve or fifteen drops of the tinc- 
tura Opi. 

In order to determine the citculating fluids to 
the furface of the body, and excite a flight de- 
_ gree of perfpiration, we fhould adminifter fmall and 
repeated ¢ dofes of antimonials *; and in otder to 
procure fleep and alleviate pain, we may make an 
addition of opium, increafing the quantity accord- 
ing to its effects. Thefe may be wafhed down 
with two or three table {poonfuls of the miftura 
} ees 


* BF. Pulv. Antimonialis gr. ij. 
Confecdt. Opiat. gr: x. M. 
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camphorata, which will be hkely to PLONE a. fer- 
viceable medicine. 

The fame objection pie hasbeen ftarted againg 
the application of a blifter to the abdomen in an 
inflammation of the uterus, holds good in this ; and 
there is always danger of its proving injurious by 
Its irritating effet. By. fome it may. be thought, 
_ that its determining the inflammation to the external 
parts, and thereby leffening it on the internal ones, 
will greatly counterbalance fuch a confequence. 

ae the early ftage of the difeafe, where P hleg- 
monous nine fimply prevails, which 1s not 
often the cafe, it might be of fervice to make ufe 
of nitre and other refiigerants; but at a more ad- 
vanced period, and where fymptoms of irritation 
arife, they would be i improper. W hen thefe enfue 
the Peruvian bark, with a moderate quantity of 
wine, fhould be given. Should the ftomach not be 
capable of retaining the powder, a decoétion or in- 
fufion may be tried, with a {mall addition of the 
tinctura colombe. 

Ifa gentle diarrhoea fhould come on in the courfe 
of the difeafe, “it is by no means to be checked, un-- 
lefs when vioient, as it may prove cfitical.. 

‘Throughout the whole period of the diforder, the 
_patient is to be fupported by food of alight nu. 
tritive mature, admuiniitered in fmall quantities at a 
time, and repeated frequently, fo as never to over- 
load the ftomach. 


Of 
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“OF PU ERPERAE FEVER, 
or 
Frepris PUERPERARUM. 


Tutsis a.difeafe peculiar to women, and is fup- 
pofed to occafion the death of nearly one half of. 
thofe:who die in child-bed. Until of late, it has not 
been much noticed by medical writers, and even now 
Various opinions are entertained with regard both to 
its nature and the caufes producing it. Some have 
doubted if it deferves the title of {pecific, or ought 
to be regarded as of a particular genus, and thefe 
have been accuftomed to look on itas only a fimple. 
modification of the known fpecies of fever, taking 
its origin from the leven of the prevailing epidemic 
conftitution, whether inflammatory or putrid, mo- 
dified by the habit of body, the mode of living, 
the age and temperament cf the patient, the pre- 
ceding caules, the feafon of the year, and zempera- 
ture of the air, &c. Orhers again have confidered 
the difeafe mot as a fever, but as an inflammation 
either of the-uterus, peritoneum, or omentum ; and 
it is true, that in fome refpects, it is analogous to 
thefe affections; yet there is ftill fo material a. dif- 
ference in the nature of its attack, in its general 
progrefs, and in the manner of its termination, that 
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there feéms to exift an effential difference betweért 
them. 
By fome phyficians it has been reprefented as 


owing its exiftenée to the undue fecretion. of milky. 


and by others, as arifing from a fuppreffion of the’ 
Jochia. The real caufe appears to me to be a metaf- 
tafis of the milk, by which there isa tendency to de- 
pofite particles of a cafeotis arid ferous nature, eitherin 
the abdomen (as is mioft frequently the cafe,) in the 


breaft or head, or in. the external cellular membrane. 


The fymptoms of inflammation or putrefaction, 


which fometimies intervene, appear to’ be orlly fee - 


condary,; and do not conftitute the principal cha- 
racter of the difeafé. It may be coraplicated with 
the hofpital or gaok fever, and perhaps from this 
reafon, is fo common in lying-in hofpitals, in’ which: 
it is apt to: make confiderable progref{s, and'to prove’ 
fatal to a great many: women. 

The period at which women are attacked with 
this difeafe is uncertain, as in a few inftances,-it has: 
arifen at the diftance of a week after delivery; but 
the moft ufual time of its attack, 1s on the third-or 
_ fourth day after that event. The patient is feized: 
at firft with a flight coldneds and: fhivering, fucceed- 
ed by pains in: the head, ringing in the ears, flufhines: 
in the face, great anxiety atid rettlefaets, As the’ 
difeafe advances, the whole abdomen: becomes af- 
fected, is highly painful to the touch, and much tu- 
mefied. She likewife feels great pain in the back, 


hips, and fometimes in the legs, and fhe peyotaiel 
rejpiretiod with great difficulty, the breathing being’. 
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Yhort and laborious, from the preflure againft the 
diaphragm, as well as from an organic afle&tion of 
the cheft itfelf& Ifthe milk has been previoufly de- 
termined to the breafts, it fuddenly difappears on the 
approach of the difeafe ; but if the attack of fever 
commences fooner, the milk does not appear. The 
lochia are altered both in quantity and appearance 5 
the urine is turbid, fmall in quantity, and voided 
with pain, and a tenefrnus often arifes. The fkin 
is hot and dry, the pulfe weak and frequent, the num- 
ber of pulfations being often from 110 to 130 ina 
minute ; thirft prevails, and there is vaft proftra- 
tien of firength with depreffion of fpirits, a difincli- » 
hation to foetetes carelefsnefs about her child, ‘and 
watchfulnefs. on 

A vomiting not unfrequently attacks at the fame 
time, and in fo high a degree as to prevent the 
fmalleft quantity of food oF medicine fro being 
retained on the ftomach. The matter thrown up 
is of a dark porraceous colour, and often of a difa- 
ereeable fmell. ‘Fhe fun&ions of the prime vie 
are likewife much difturbed. At the commence- 
ment, they ufually go on well; but in the progrefs 
of the difeafe, a fevere purging often enfues, particu- — 
_Tarly in thofe cafes where the abdomen has been 
much diftended. It feldom happens that any vio- 
Jent delirium arifes, but the patient ts apt to falk 
into a low comatofe site wifhing by no means to 
be difturbed. 

After a few days continuance of thefe appear- 
ances, the fever often acquires a putrid tendency, 
particularly in hofpitals and confined fitwations, or 

when 
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wher the flate of the armofphere predifpofes to 
difeates of that nature; the lips, teeth, and tongue 
are covered with a dark brown fur, aphthe befet 
the whole. internal furtace of the mouth, tongue, 
uvula, tonfils, and pharynx; the breath 1s. highly 
offenfive.; the ftools are fetid, of a dark brown co- 
lour, and pafs of involuntarily ; and in.a few cafes 
purple fpots appear on cifferent parts of the body. 

A-flaccid ftate of the breafts, with forenefs, 
“pain, great abdominal tenfion, and fever, may be 
regarded as the pathognomic fymptoms of puer- 
peral. fever. After-pains may readily be diftin- 
euifhed from it by the intervals of cafe, and perfeét 
abfence of pain which attend thefe; but which. 
occurrence does not take place in the other. 

The proerefs of the difeafe is fometimes fo very 
rapid, particularly in warm climates and hot feafons, 
as to deftroy the patient in 48 hours. Even in cafes 
feemingly the moft favourable, we fhould look on 
the event as doubtful, .as the complaint is apt to be 
accompanied with delufive remiffions; and indica- 
tions arife in its progrefs, which are by no means 
proportioned to the danger. The rik feems 
however tc be greater in proportion as the acceffion 
is fooner after labour. When the difeafe comes on 
at a late period after delivery, the depreffion of 
ftrength is ufually lefs confiderable, the tumefaction _ 
of the abdomen is lefs extenfive, and the other 
fymptoms are lefs violent, and coniequently there 
will be a greater chance for the woman’s recovery. 

‘T.he re-appearance of the lochiaanda fubfidence of 
the abdominal tenfion, and forenefs after copious ftools, 
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and witha moift fin, may be regarded.ma favourable 
light, On the contrary, an. ¢x eee fwelli ling of the 
belly, fudden cefiation of pai ain, irregularity in the pulfe 
coldnefs in the extremitics,;.clammy moziflure dif. 
fufed over the whole body, dark coloured and fetid 
evacuations by ftool, and am indifference to all ex- 
ternal objects, denote certain and ipeedy death. 

On a fair computation, three fourths of the wo- 
men who have been attacked wath this difeafe, have 
fallen facrifices to it. | 

The morbid appearances oblferved on diffection 
are ufually confined almoft wholly co the abdomen. 
The firft thing that prefents itfelfis a collection of 
fluid in the cavity of the abdomen, which is fome- 
times fo confiderable in quantity, as to amount to 
feveral quarts; and it has a peculiarity of {mell differ- 
ent from any other fluid to be met with in the hu- 
man body, either in health or difeafe. Where it 
is large in quantity, the furfaces of the different 
vilcera, and of the peritonzum, will ufually be found 
* covered with a cruft formed of a folid part of this 
matter, refembling coagulated lymph. If there be 
any interftices between. the inteltines, or the other 
vifcera, they are frequently y filled with large mafles 
of the fame, a adapte ed exactly to the fhape and fize of 
fuch interilices., Ina few cafes, a depofite of a ca- 
feous and ferous nature ‘has been difcoyered like-. 
wile in the head, breaft, and external cellular mem- 
brane, as has before been obferved. In moft in- 
ftances there is found fome flight degree of inflam- 

ration in fome part of the cavity; but it is not 
co fnad invariably to any particular place, as the 
uterus, 
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titerus, ovaria, peritonzum, omentum, inteftirie’s 
and bladder, have ail in their turn been found ‘in & 
ftate of inflammation. 

In a difeafe where the fyri ptoms often come on 
with fuch violence; where the progrefs is fo very 
rapid, and the event {6 generally fatal, every affitt- 


ance fhould be afforded as foon as poffible. Un- 


fortunately, however, there has prevailed a great di 
verfity of opinion amongft phyficians relative to the 
remedies to be employed during its firft ftage, fome 
advifing copious bleeding, and others highly difap- 
proving of its being ever adopted. Under fuch a 
contrariety of opinion, which can only be accounted 
for by prefuming that other complaints, fuch 

as an inflammation of the uterus or peritoneum; 
&c. have been miftaken for this; it will be beft to 
purfue that plan which feems moft congenial to the 
nature of the difeafe. 


If it has arifen in a ftrong plethoric habit, either- 


in confequence of a laborious delivery, ot forcible 


means having been ufed, and where no epidemic 


conftitution of the atmofphere to low fever prevails, 
or no contagion has been communicated; we may 
then venture to recommend bleeding, proportioning 
the quantity that is taken away to the violence of 
the fymptoms, and the ftrength of the patient ; but 
under no other circumftances can it ever be advifa- 
ble, as in all other inftances, bleeding from thé 


fyftem has always been attended with manifeft difs 


advantage. It has in a few cafes dimtnifhed the 
pain for a fhort time, perhaps, and the bufly ap- 
pearance on the blood drawn off; has been fuppofed 

. to 
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to juftify the operation; but it generally reduces the 
patient extremely, and often haftens her death. 
_ When the attack has been fevere, and the con- 
{titution delicate, and it is judged abfolutely necef- 
fary to take away blood in order to obviate inflam- 
mation, bleeding from the fkin of the belly, by the 
application of fix or eight leeches to that part of the 
abdomen which appears to be moft affected, will 
be preferable to drawing blood from the arm, as it 
will not produce the. fame degree of debility. In 
fome countries, the application of leeches to the va- 
gina or hemorrhoidal veins has been confidered as 
the moft effectual mode of bleeding in this dif 
eafe. 

It.often happens that naufea and a vomiting of 
billious matter attend an attack of this fever. In’ 
fuch cafes, we may recommend a gentle emetic to 
be taken with a view of cleanfing the ftomach ; but 
I cannot agree with thofe who advife a repetition of 
it day after day, as has lately been practifed by Dr. 
Douicet of the Hotel Dieu at Paris, and others, as 
the operation of vomiting never fails to aggravate 
the pain, and likewife to exhauft the woman, befides 
endangering a great degree of irritability in the fto- 
mach, to which there is naturally tco great a ten- 
dency. 

Although I objeét to a repetition of aitnseiads; 
or ppcatetesh: given fo as to produce an emetic ef- 
fect; ftill [ think they may be adminiftered with 
great advantage, if given only in fmall naufeating 
dofes, fo as to determine to the furface of the body. 
As adiaphoretic, I know of none preferable in the 

prefent 
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-prefent inftance to ipecacuanha, which may be ad~ 
miniftered in dofes of about three grains, and be re- 
peated every three or four hours; or what perhaps 
may be ftill more efficacious, will be to givé it com- 
bined with optum, as in the pulvis’ tpecacuanhe 
compofitus. \Of this about fix or eight grains, ei- 
ther made into a bolus with a fmall quantity of 
conferve of rofes, or fimply in the form of powder, 
may be taken as before mentioned ; and to make 
its diaphoretic effeét the more certain, the patient 
fhould drink frequently of diluting liquors, fuch as 
whey, barley water, &c. 

To procure ftools, and abate the tenfion of the 
abdomen, it will be advifable to give an emolli- 
ent laxative glyfter at leaft twice a day, fhould cof- 
< tivenefs prevail. Drflodging the contents of the 
inteftines by thefe means, will be far preferable to 
ufing ftrong purgative medicines, which would in- 
fallibly prove injurious. Should glyfters fail, how- 
ever, in procuring even a moderate evacuation, we 
then may adminifter fome gentle laxative by the 
mouth, fuch as the oleum ricini. 

Befides employing fomentations inwardly by glyf- 
ters, we may likewife recommend the external ap- 
plication of them. Flannel cloths wrung out in a 
warm decoétion of equal parts of camomile flowers, 
and bruifed poppy heads, with an addition of about 
one third of fpirits of wine, may be applied over 
the whole region of the abdomen, and thefe ought - 
to be renewed as often as they become cold, taking 
due care that they are not fo wet as to run about 
the bed and incommode the patient. 


af 
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If the pain and forene’s are not relieved by thefe 
means, then the application of a blifter to the up- | 
per part of each thigh wil be Inghly proper, and 
it will likewile be advifable to direct an opiate * to 
be taken morning and evening, fo as tokeep up a 
con{tant. effet. The precife dofe of opium cannot 
be the fame in all cafes, and muft depend on the 
conftitution, ftrength, and age of the patient, -s alfo 
on the feverity of the pain and forenefs; and where 
thefe prevail in a very high degree, the draught may 
be repeated every four or fix hours. 

Should there te any great irritation of the fto- 
mach, that prevents either the medicines or nu- 
triment from being retained, the faline medicine 
“may be given fo as that the efferve!cence will take 
place after it 1s fwallowed, as adviled under the 
head of Simple Fever, and the ftrength muft be fup- 
ported by adminiftering clyfters compofed of ani- 
mal broths and other fuch nutritive Hquids. 

If a geatle purging arifes in the firft ftage or 
commencement of the complaint, it ought not to be 
too haftily topped, as the fever has in fome inftances 
been carried off by fuch a fpontaneous evacuation; 
but if the difeafe is of fume days ftanding, the fools 


very 
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very frequent, and the patient much reduced, we 
-muft then give aftringents*, and for ordinary 
drink, fhe may take the decoétum cornu cervi, 
with about half an ounce of gum arabic diflolved 
in every pint. ‘To fupport her ftrength, wine will 
be neceffary, and may be given diluted with water, 
as likewife mixed with her food, which fhould con- 
fitt of preparations of barley, fago, panado, Indian 
arrow root, tapioca, and the like, varied now and 
then for broths and beef tea. 

It has been obferved that this fever, after conti-- 
nuing a few days, very often acquires a putrid 
tendency. Under fuch circumftances, it will be right 
to have immediate recourfe to the Peruvian bark, 
and to exhibit it freely in as large dofes as the fto- 
mach will bear. If the powder is readily retained, 
it ought to be preferred to any other preparation of 
the atic ; but if not, a decoction or infufion may be 
fubftituted. Should it be rejected in all thefe ways, 
it may then be given in clyfters, with an addition of 
about five and twenty drops of tinctura opi added 
toeach. If it occafions any purging when taken, 
by the vane ie about two drachms of tinctura 


Kino, 
* BR. Confec. Opiat. dj. | XX. Mi&ur. Cretac. Ziij. 
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kéno, or tingtura catechu, may be added to each 
dofe. | 
A phyfician of eminence *, in treating of this 
difeafe, oblerves, that the bark, although given by 
him in the different ftages of the complaint with re- 
miffions tolerably diftinct, by no means anfwered 
the intention as a febrifuge; but, that in a few 
‘cafes where the intermiffions were complete, it had. 
fucceeded. He likewife obferves; that as a fup- 
porter of the general ftrength, it has been found of 
lefs fervice than might have been expected, on ac- 
count of the difturbed and very irritable tlate of the 
bowels, which it has a tendency to increafe. In- 
flead of bark, he adviles the Columbo root in 
powder or, infufion, in dofes to be repeated every 
four hours. To prevent the difpofition to diarrhcea, 
it may be given joined with opium f. 
If hiccups and fubfultus tencinum arife io the 
progrefs of the difeafe, recourfe muft be had to an- 
tifpafmedics, fuch as mufk, «ther, caftor, and the 
like, although it 1s probable they will avail but little. 
When any unufual coldnefs of the extremities is > 
| felt, the application of ftimulating cataplafms will 
be proper. 
The 


. * Dr. Denman. 
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The carbonat of pot-afh, or falt of tartar, isa més 
dicine which is ftrongly recommended by Citizen 
Guinot * in puerperal fevers, as wellas in all difeafes 
connected with the fecretion of milk in the female 
breaft. He advifes it to be given in dofes of, from 
ten to twelve grains three times a day,in any proper 
vehicle, and to employ at the fame time alkalis ex- 


ternally, fuch as a folution of foap in a decoction of 


poppy heads, taking care at the fame time not to 
~negle& other remedies indicated by the‘ circum- 
ftances and fymptoms of the cafe. | 

This alkaline treatment he recommends under 
the idea that the difeafe is occafioned by the pre- 
dominance of an acid. Whether it acts by coun- 
teracting the acid; diffolving the clotted milk; by 
neutralizing the acid which may actually exift there; 
by its action on the organs of perfpiration, or by in- 


ducing other ufeful crifes, cannat be afcertained ; but _ 


it is an undoubted faét that it has proved very fuc= 
cefsful and advantageous with many other pradtiti- 
oners befides Citizen Guinot, -and ought therefore 
never to be omitted at an early period of the dif- 
cafe: A combination of the carbonat of pot-afh 
with the Peruvian bark might moft probably be 
particularly ufeful in cafes of puerperal fever, com- 

plicated with that of a malignant nature. In other 


cafes 


® Ses Extracts from his Memoir inferted in the third VoL — 


of the Med. and Phyfical journal, pages 80, 165, 264, and 
363. 
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tafés it may poffibly be of fervice to combine 
ic with antimonials or ipecacuanha, as before 
advifed. | | 

In order to prevent the difeafe, it will be proper 
to keep the patient’s mind, both before, during 
the time of labour, and afterwards, as free from 
every kind of uneafinefs as poffible, as anxiety 
‘might ereatly predifpofe to an attack of it. She. 
fhould likewife carefully avoid any expofure to the 
infection of fever before delivery, as well as to the 
occafional caufes of it afterwards. Every womai 
lately delivered ought cautioufly to guard againtt | 
cold, but in doing this, her room fhould at the 
fame time be kept of a proper temperature by al- 
lowing a fufficient ventilation. She fhould obferve 
the ftricteft cleanlinefs both as to herfelf and the 
bedding. On the coming of the milk, her breafls 
ought to be drawn repeatedly throughout the courfe 
of the day by fome perfon accuftomed to the bu- 
finefs, or by applying the child; her body fhould 
be kept perfectly open, and fhe fhould abftain from 
all food of a heating orirritating nature. ~~, 

When the difeafe prevails as an epidemic amonett 
puerperal women, or occurs in a lying-in hofpital, - 
all communication ought immediately to be cut of 
between thofe who are infeGted, and fuch as have 
lately Jain in, or expect fhortly to do fo; and in 
order to root out the difeafe and ftifle contagion, 
we fhould have recourfe to fumigations, painting, 
whitewafhing, ahd a free ventilatica, as advifed 
under the heads of Malignant Fever and Dyfen- 
tery, | 

Ca. Sees 
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In fituations where puerperal fever has been pre 
valent, much advantage has been obtained by giv- 
| ing a decoction of the bark with tincture of opium 
and cordials, immediately after delivery *. 


Of the DISEASES of INFANTS, 


and firft of 
ASPHYXIA. 


‘Tue apparent ceffation of life in new born in- 
fants may be owing to variotis caufes, fuch as uni- 
verfal weaknefs of the vital powers, collections of 
elairy matter in the veficles of the lungs, the intro- 
duction of a quantity of the liquor amnii into the 
trachea, and congeftion of blood in the lungs arifing 
either from the neck of the child being tightly en- 
circled by the os uteri or navel f{tring, or from the 
head being long detained in the paflage. 

When univerfal weaknefs of the vital powers 
feems to be the caufe, we muft be cautious not to — 
fuffer any effufion of blood from the umbilical cord, 

The communication between the child and the mo- 


v ther 
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® See Mr. Goodwin’s Report on the ufe of bark, after par- 
- turition, vol, ili. p. 442 of the Med. and Phyf. Journal. 
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ther fhould be kept up as long as poffible, for which 
-reafon we fhould avoid any violent pulling at the 
cord, that the placenta may not be too foon de- | 
tached, and we fhould likewife not be in a hurry to 
apply a ligature. 

Where a portion of the liquor amnii gets into 
the trachea, and produces afphyxia, or the mouth 
of the infant is difcovered to be filled with a clairy 
matter, rendering the refpiration difficult, fonorous, 
and ratling, we muft not only rinfe the throat of the 
child, but likewife place it in an attitude which awill 
facilitate the difcharge of the liquor. Having done 
this, we fhould endeavour to re-animate the infant, 
by inflating the lungs, and then preffing out the air, — 
imitating in this way for a confiderable length of 
time, the natural refpiration. 

If a congeftion of blood in the lungs, from the 
caufes® Werte mentioned, has occafioned the ful- 
penfion of life, the moft proper ftep to be purfued, 
yw will be to fuffer a‘fmall quantity of blood to be 
loft from the end of the divided cord. 


Of the YeLtow Gum, 
or 


IcrERuS INFANTUM. 


‘Tus is a fpecies of jaundice, which for the moft 
part affects all children atjoor foon after, their birth, 
and. which ufually continues for fome days. 


Cog if 
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A has generally been fuppofed to arife from the 
meconium impaéted in the inteftines preventing 
the flow of bile into them. 

The effects produced by it are languor, indo- 
‘Jence, a yellow tinge of the fkin, and a tendency 
to fleep, which is fometimes fatal, where the child 
is prevented from fucking, 


For the moft part, the difeafe is eafily removed. 


by clearing the inteftines* by fome mild laxative, 
fuch as the oleum ricinl, where the mother’s milk 
does not of itfelf prove fufficiently aperient. 


Of Excorrations and Eruptions. 


From a negle&t of proper cleanlinefs, children 
are very apt to become chafed-in the wrinkles of 


the neck, behind the ears, and in the groins; and 
from improper food, bad milk, and dirtinefs, they 
are likewife liable to eruptions. 

To remedy occurrences of the former nature, it 
will be proper to bathe the excoriated parts twice 
or thrice a day with a little warm milk and water, 
and afterwards to fprinkle them with fome abfor- 
bent powder, fuch as tutty or calamine. Where 
the excoriation is very confiderable, a weak diluted 
folution of lead may be ufed as a wath. In ob- 
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yviating excoriations, we are however to be cau- 
tious in drying up difcharges behind the ears in 
infants, as very bad confequences have been ob- 
ferved to enfue from making ule of repellent ap- 
plications in fuch cafes, 

Children at the breaft are very Cbiek to flight 
eruptive humours, and as thefe ferve often to carry 
off fomething hurtful from the body, they likewife 
fhould not be injudicioufly repelled by any external 
application. 


Of Acipitres, Gripes, and FLATULENCY. 


a 


Improper food, bad milk, weak digeftion, and 


that natural tendency there is in the ftomach of all 
children to generate acidity, are the caufes which 


give rife to thefe affeétions, 


When the food becomes acid on the ftomach, in- 
ftead of being properly concocted, and converted 
into chyle and blood, it is apt to give rife to vo- 
miting, diarrhoea, flatulency, griping pains, green 
ftools, and a depreffion of ftrength; and where the 
irritation is very canfiderable, eenileies are apt 
to enue. E 

If acidity prevails in a high degree, And the in- 
fant is troubled with four belchings and much irri- 

Cig ® : tability 
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tability at the ftomach, it my be advifable to evas. 
cuate its contents by a’weak folution “of tartarifed 
antimony, given in the quantity of one or two tea-— 
{fpoonfuls every quarter of'an hour, until a fufficient 
effeét has been procured ; after which, a few grains 
of rhubarb and magnefia may be ordered to carry 
off the retaining offending matter. 

To prevent any frefh accumulation of the fame 
nature, it will be proper to give, as ‘circum- 
{tances sel feem to require, a hicel e of the miftura 
cretacea, but more particularly =_— any fevere 
degree of purging attends. - 

Acidities and flatulency fometimes. prevail in fo 
high a degree as to occafion fevere griping pains, 
perfesily obvious by the infant’s {creaming, crying, 
and drawing its knees up to the belly, with the pre- 
fence of abdominal tenfion. In fuch cafes it will 
be neceflary to employ carminatives both by the 
mouth *, and in the form of glyfter F and where 
the pains feetn very acute, and by no means re- 
lieved, we may make a fimall addition of opium. 
As opiates do not however agree well with chil- 

| dren, 


* R. Cret. Praeparat. gr. xij. + RK. Deco&. Hordei Ziv. 
‘Aq. Menth. Pip. Suh. Ol. Olive 33). 


wincts Liaw: 31s. ee erate ‘ 
O}. Carui gutt. ii]. Anis. gutt, iv. M, 


Syrup. Zingib. 31). M. ft. Enema. 
ft; Miftura cujus famat Cochl. Adde. pro re nata ’ 
minim. ij. pro re nata. adde fi Tinct. Opii gutt. viij.—x, 


fit necellitas. 
ho pete opi gutt, xv, 


Difeafes of INFants. 293 


dren, they fhould not be reforted to on trivial oc- 
cafions. 

Children who are partly brought up with a 
fpoon,; and who are very fabiedt to flatulency, 
fhould always have a few Caraway feeds boiled 
up with their food. | | 

Dr. Underwood, in fpeaking on the properties 
of human milk*, enters into a controverfy with 
Dr. Clarke of Dublin, who in the Tranfactions of 
the Royal Irifh Academy, has related a variety of 
experiments on this dubftance, from the refult of 
which he concluded, that human milk contained 
no fenfible quantity of curdy matter; and thar, 
therefore, the general idea of a prevailing acidity in 
the itomach of infants, feparating this matter, and 
chus acting as a caufe of moft of their complaints, 
was not well founded. 

From Dr. Underwood’s experiments it appears, 
that the human milk does really contain no inconfi- 
derable portion of curdy or cafeous matter, though 
its feparation is attended with peculiar circum- 
ftances. He allows that neither runnets, acids, nor 
{pirits, feparate any very fenfible quantity of this curd — 
in the fpace of eight and forty hours, as they con- 
fantiy do in cows muk, but that in a longer time, 
it is afforded in evident quantity. It appears alfo 

that human milk has leis tendency than other kinds 
to run into acefcency or putridity. The length of 
time neceffary for the feparation of. the curd feems 
| to 
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to have been the occafion of Dr. Clarke’s denying 
its exiftence. 

In a practical view this difference of opinion on 
the fubject does not feem very important. Al- 
though the coagulation of milk in the ftomachs of 
infants labouring under difeafe, be granted, it does 
not follow,.that the chief attention of the practiti- 
oner fhould be direéted to the deftruétion of aci- 
dity, as the means of preventing fuch coagulation. 
For the acidity itfelf is only an effect, arifing from a 
difeafed action of the ftomach, which of courfe would 
engage attention, 


Of the Lockep Jaw, 
or 


Trismus Nascentium *, 


¢ 


Turs is a difeafe not often met with in cold 
climates, but which is of very frequent occurrence 
in warm ones, particularly in our fugar colonies, 

where 


.* This being a fpafmodic difeafe, ought, in adhering to claffi« 
fication, to have been included amongft thofe of this nature; but 
as being peculiar to infants is inferted here. 
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where many infants are carried off by it foon after- 
birth, and efpecially negros and thofe of colour, as 
they are ufually called. 

It has been attributed to not purging off the me- 
conium in the bowels; to dividing the navel firing 
with blunt lacerating inftruments; to not paying 
attention to its falling off, and confequent irritation — 
from a neglect of the remaining fore, and to expo- 
fures to cold and currents of air, negro women 
being ufually permitted to lye-in at their own 
houfes, which are often in but very indifferent re- 
— £ i 

Dr. James Clarke, in 1 his Treatife on the Yellow. 
Fever and other Weft India Difeafes, informs us, 
that from having obferved the children born in 
large negro huts generally were exempt from any 
attack of the difeafe, and that white children, or 
thofe of free people, who had their kitchens apart 
from their dwelling houfes, efcaped the jaw fall; 
(the term by which the diforder is known in places 
where itis prevalent) fufpected that the fmoke from 
burning wood, which is the ufual fuel in the Weft 
Indies, was the caufe of it. In confequence of this, 
he gave orders that no fires fhould be allowed in 
the negro-houfes where the lying-in women were, 
which effectualiy an{wered the purpofe of prevent- 
ing the difeafe. ide adds, that he recommended 
a lving-in hofpital to be built on every eftate near 
the negro- -houfes, with a planked floor, fo that no 
fire could be kept in it; fince which no children, who 
were born in thefe hofpitals, and remained in them’ 


with 


‘398. PRACTICE OF Piysse: 

with their mothers for nine days, have ever beta 
attacked with this difeafe. 

I perfectly agree with Dr. Clarke; that it is highly 
neceflary every eftate fhould be furnifhed with a 
jying-in houte, and itis: what I ftronely enforced 
-to Welt India proprietors in a work * I publifhed 
pot years ago; but I oe diffent from him in 
{cribing the {moke» arifing froma wood: fire, as 
he fole caufe of the aia nafcentium. Certain 
it is, that: infants are never attacked wich at after the 
ninth day of their age, if even expofed to the influ- 


ence of this caufe, and it is therefore probable, that 


4t ig not the real and folé one. . I own, Iam much. 
5 hae 4 


inclined te fuppofe with the late Dr. Bartram *, 
that this difeafe often arifes.in negro children 
from-the want of attention to the falling off of the 
navel fring, and the confequent irritation from a 
ne of the remaising fore. The period at which 
the di ifeafe occurs feems to correfpond exactly with 
the falling of the funis,” and the ulceration left: be- 
hind.. What makes flrongly againft Dr. Clarke’s 
fuppofiton, is, that tetanus (of which trifmus na- 
-fcentium is a ipecies) is moft eel cured very 
readily when it arifes from an expo! ‘ure to cold, or 
any other caule, Jae the irritation occafioned by 
a wound. When produced by thts ca ule, it gene- 
rally 


Tn oth ne 


“® See Medical Advice, to the Inhabitants of Warm Climates, | 


p. 10 of the Introdution. 


t See the Tranfactions of the oe of Phyficians of Pia. 
@elphia, Vol. I. Art. 25. 


| 
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wally proves fatal. The difeafé in queftion termi- 
nating always in the fame manner, may with great 
propriety, therefore, be afcribed to a caufe which i is 
of a fimilar nature. 

The jaw fall proves fatal almoft in ‘every in- 
ftance, R , 

No effectual means having yet been difcovered 
for the cure of this difeafe, ali that can be done is 
to avoid as much as polfible the feveral caufes 
which have been mentioned as being likely to give 

rife to it. Every lying-in woman ought therefore to. 
be accommodated in a comfortable houfe, which is 
annoyed neither by {moke, rain, or any partial cur-= 
rent of air. On the birth of the infant, the navel 
- ftring fhould be divided with a pair of fharp {cif- 

fors, abe which the portion that remains fhould be. 
wrapped up in a little fcorched linen. No force 
whatever muft afterwards be ufed to bring on its 
Rpeenoes it fhould come away. {pontaneoully, and 
if any little ulceration is left behind, it ought to be 
‘attended to, and daily be dreffed with ine mild 
‘healing ointment, fuch as the unguent fpérmatis 
ceti or ceratum lapidis calaminaris, avoiding at the 
fame time any great preflure upon it by bandages. 
~~ To carry off the meconium which has been 
“affioned by fome practitioners. 2s a probable caufe, 
one or two tea-fpoonfuls of the oleum ricini may be 
* given to the child the day after its birth, which 
_ may again be repeated in two or three days, fhould 
the mother s milk not procure a fuflicient number 
el ftools. 


On 


es 
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On an attack of the difeafe, we ought certainly 
to have recourfe to the means advifed under the 
head of Tetanus, however unfuccefsful we may. 


be certain of their proving, 


Of the Turusny 
or 


| ApHTHA. 


‘Tue Thrufh in children, has generally been fup- 
pofed to arife from acidities, or fome other acrimo- 
nious humour lodged in the ftomach and bowels. 
Various caufes of derangement in the alimentary 
canalare certainly to be regarded as the occafional 
ones of aphthz. One of the chief of thefe is 
worms, and it appears in this way that thefe two 
complaints are fo frequently conjoined. Another 
occafional caufe is bad milk, which may be vitiated 
by whatever is injurious to the nurfe’s health, fuch 
as great anxiety, violent paffions, poor diet, &c. 


It fhews itfelf in little white fpecks or ulcers on- | 
the tongue, and whole infide ef the mouth, which . 


have very much the appearance of fmall particles of 


curdled milk. When the difeafe is mild, it is then 
confined to thefe parts; but when it is violent and 


of 
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of long ftanding, it is’ apt to extend through the 
whole courfe of the alimentary canal, from the 
mouth down to the anus, and fo to excite fevere 
purgings, flatulencies, and other difagreeable fymp- 
toms. , 

~The difeafe when recent, and confined to the 
mouth, may in general be eafily removed; but 
when of long ftanding and extending down to the 
{tomach and inteftines, it very frequently proves 
fatal, . 

To evacuate the ftomach of acidities or other 
acrimonious humours, it will be proper, on the firit 
appearance of aphthe, to give a gentle emetic. 

In recent cafes, giving fmall and repeated dofes 
of magnefia and rhubarb afterwards, and wafhing 
the child’s mouth three or four times a day with a 
detergent lotion, as advifed below*, or as recom- 
mended under the head of Aphtha Chronica, by 
means of a piece of foft linen rag rolled round the 
fore finger, will be fufficient to remove the difeafe ; 
but when it is of a malignant nature, and threatens 
tO terminate in gangrene, we mult give the Peru- 
vian bark in the form of glyfter, as well as by the 
mouth. Either an infufion or decoction of it may 
be ufed on the occafion.. 


When 
. | Vel 
* K. Decott. Hordei Ziv. KM. Ol. Ampdal. Dulc. Jj. 
Borac. Purif, 9}. . Vitellum Ovi unius 
Alum. Uft. gry. Borac, Pulverat. Oy. Mi 
Mel. Rofe 3fs. M. - one 
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‘When an excefs of purging attends, the medis, 
cines advifed under the head of Diarrhoea will be 
neceflary. ) 

_ The other means. and remedies direéted for the 
cure of aphtha chronica, in the firft volume of this 
publication, will likewife be proper in this fpecies 
of thrufh, to which head, I muft beg leave to refer 
-the reader for the fake of brevity. 


Of a Fatuine of the Funpamenrs 
or 


Prorapsus ANI. 


We often meet with this difeafe in children of a 
weak habit, or who have been much afflicted with 
fevere purgings. 

Confiderable advantages have Beat experienced 
from a frequent ufe of a aftringent injections *, *, parti- 
cularly of an infufion of galls or oak bark. and 
when a {mall proportion of opium is added to the 

liquor, 


a a Ta RNR: RA OI NRT at 
xe. RB. Cort. Querc. Contuf. 31). 
Ag. Fontan. Pius 


Coque ad Ziv. jatur. adde 
Tindt. Opi gutt. xv. M. 
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liquor, it tends greatly to leffen the i irritation in the 
extremity of the rectum. ‘The fame may be ufed 
as a wath to the protruded parts, after which they 
may be {prinkled with a little Armenian bole 
powdered very fine, and then be reduced. Should 
very great forenefs be experienced by the re- 
duction, the fingers employed on the occafion 
may be fmeared with fome of the ointment di- 
rected here *. 

With the view of ftrengthening the parts, the 
debility of which is in general to ‘be confidered as 


 - the fole caufe of this difeafe, we fhould advife not 


only the cold bath in a general way, but likewife 
the throwing cold water more direétiy on the but- 
tocks and back of the child; and befides thefe to-. 
nics, it fhould be put under a courfe of iteel, myrrh 
and the bark. , 


Of ‘TEETHING. 


Or all the occurrences to which children are 
liable, not one is attended with fuch grievous and 
diftreffing fymptoms, as difficult dentition, With 


- 


®@ &. Pulv. Gallar. 33. 
' Adipis Suillz 3). 
Opui Purificat. 3fs. M, 
ft. Unguent. 
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regard to the time of their cutting teeth, no fixed 
or exact period can be laid down, as fome cut their 
firft tooth at three or four months old, whilft others 
again have not the fmalleft appearance of a tooth ' 
before the eighth or ninth month. Dentition ge- 
nerally commences however in the majority of chil- 
dren between the fifth and eighth month. The. 
two fore-teeth, or derites incifores of the under 
jaw, are thofe which ufually appear firft, and fhortly 
after thefe are obferved, two more come out in the 
upper one exactly oppofite to the former. Thefe 
being completed, the dentes canini follow next, and 
after them, the molares. At fix or feven years of 
age, all children fhed their teeth in a gradual man- 
ner and get a frefh fet, and about the age of one 
and twenty, four more come out, one in the cor- 
ner of each jaw, which from their appearing at 
that period of life, have been named dentes fapi- 
entiz. 

Dentition is ufually attended by a gentle-drivel- 
ing, together with peevifhnefs of temper, reftlefs- 
-nefs, heat in the mouth, fwelling of the gums, ftart- 
ings during fleep, green ftodls, and a flight di- 
arrhoea. When the teeth occafion a cénfiderable 
degree of irritation in working their way through 
the gums, fome febrile heat is excited, and con- 
vulfive fits not unfrequently arife. 

When the child’s body continues open, and none 
of the violent fymptoms attendant on much irrita- 
tion enfue, we need feldom apprehend any bad con- 
fequences from teething, 
: In 
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In thofe cafes where the gum appears confiderably 
fwelled, and the child feems: to fuffer much from 
the ftimulus of the tooth in working its way, it may 
be advifable to cut down upon it with a lancet or 
{carificator. Where no fuch appearances prefent 
themfelves, and the child feems neverthelefs to be 
very reftlefs and uneafy, we can do little more than 
attend to the different fymptoms. | 


If acidity prevails, it is to be obviated by the — 


miftura cretacea or {mall dofes of magnefia; if fla- 
tulency and griping pains attend, carminatives, fuch 
as caraway feeds or a drop or two of the oleum 
anifi, are to be mixed with the food ; if the body is 
coftive, it muft be opened with fome mild laxative, 
as the oleum ricini, and if violent ftartings, with 
loud fhrieks, and. a difpofition to convulfions take 
‘place, opiates muft be reforted to. As fuch, about 
a tea-{poonful of the fyrupus papaveris albi will be 
the moft proper. A flight purging fhould never 
be ftopped. 

When a confiderable degree of fever attends on 
dentition, it has been much practifed to bleed from 
the neighbourhood of the parts immediately labour- 
ing under pain and irritation,.and with this view, 
leeches have been applied behind the ears. It is 
probable that the application of {mall blifters to the _ 
fame parts, might likewife be attended with a eces 
effect. 

The practice hitherto adopted, of giving chil- 
dren coral and other hard fubftances to put into 
cheir mouth, during the period of teething, is highly 
improper, as they have a tendency to harden the 

| Bs ae CUMS. 
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guirs. A piece of fmall wax candle, that will 
yield in fome meafure to whatever preffure ts made 


upon it by the gums of the child, may be fervices 
able. | 


Of Convutsions. 


Spasmopre affections fometimes attack infants 
without any apparent caufe ; but in general they 
are produced either by a lodgment of fome acrid 
matter in the inteftines, or arife from teething, the 
infection of the fmall pox or worms. 

When they proceed from any other caufe than 
an eruption of the fmall pox (in which they are 
ufually regarded as prognofticating a favourable 
fpecies of it) they are always sit ida as well as 
alarming. | 

In the treatment of Reset in children, the 
chief object to be attended to is the removal, if 
poffible, of the caufe which has given rife to them. 


When fuppofed to proceed from a lodgment of 


acrid matter, this ought to be removed by a lax 
ative glyfter, or fomé gentle aperient given by 
the mouth; if from flatulency, then carminatives 
ought to be ufed, as advifed under that particular 
head; and if from teething, whenever the tooth can 

be difcovered working a paflage through the gum, 


‘ a fight 


eiod 
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a flight {carification may be made with the edge of a 
lancet immediately over it. 

To allay irritation, opiates, fuch as s the fyrupus 
papav. albi, may be employed. Where the fits are 
of long duration, the application of blifters may be 
neceflary. The aqua kali praparati or oleum 
tartari per deliquum, given in doles from ten to 
twenty drops, according to the age of the child, and. 
repeated every ten minutes, has been known effec- 
tually to remove convulfive affections in young chil- 
dren, which had for a length of time refifted the 
powers of zincum calcinatum, mufk, extractum 
hyofciami, clyfters of afafoetida, anodyne inunétions, 
with opium and blifters. It is probable however 
that in thefe cafes, the fits arofe from fevere griping 
pains in confequence of acidity. 

Where.a high degree of organic debility has pre. 
vailed, molacile alkali, vig. the fpirit -C. C; ‘Sue- 
cinat. in dofes of a few drops, in fome proper ve- 
hicle, may be fubftituted for the former. In glyfters, 
the fpirit of hartfhorn is likewife of avail in thafe 
cafes in a greater or lefs dofe, according to cir- 
cumtftances. 


ri 
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Of the VENEREAL Disease i# INFANTS, 
\ . 
or 


SYPHILIS INFANTUM. 


Autuovcnu a child fometimes thews fome ap- 
pearances of fyphilis at the time of its birth, ftill it 
more frequently happens, that none are to be ob- 
ferved, until after an expiration of at leaft ten or 
‘twelve days. 

When the difeafe exifts at the time of its birth, 
or fhews itfelf foon afterwards, it makes its appear- 
ance inthe form of an eryfipelatous eforefcence 
difperfed over the whole body, the cuticle is in 
part or altogether deftroyed, and a ferous matter 
oozes from the fkin. When it makes its appear- 
~ance fome days after the birth, irregular blotches of 
a light red colour and fomewhat elevated, arife 
about the anus, nates, and pudenda.  Cruitty 
eruptions appear in other parts of the body, and 
thefe in fome places continue dry and fecale off, 
but in others, an acrid thin matter exudes: from 
them. 

However we may not be able to trace any marks 
of the exiftence of the difeafe, in either the father 
or mother of the child, ftill it may poffibly be de- 
rived from them. 

When 
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When children are born with the appearances 
jutt deferibed, or feveral dead births have followed, 
we may for the moft-part attribute them to the pa- 
_ rents labouring under fome confticutional affection 
of fyphilis, without their being probably aware of it. 
In all fuch cafes, it will be neceffary to put both of 
them under a mercurial courfe. | 

To effect a cure in a child at the breaft, it will 
in general be fufficient to give the neceffary medi- 
cines to the woman who nurfes it; which office 
fhould always be undertaken by the mother, as by 
getting any other to fuckle it, fhe would in all pro- 
bability foon be infeéted likewife. Inthe progrefs 
of the cure, the fame rules and cautions are to be 
obferved as have already been pointed out in the 
fyphilis of adults. In inftances of this nature, an 
alterative courfe long perfifted in, ought to be pre- 
ferred to that of exciting any degree of falivation. 
_Ifit is found neceflary to wean the child before 
the cure 1s completed, or to introduce the mercury 
into the habit of the child from the very beginning, 
inftead of giving it to the woman who tuckles it, 
we may then direct that it fhall take about a quar- 
ter of a grain of calomel, or the hydrargyrus calci- 
natus, every night and morning, mixed up in a little 
honey or thick firup, which courfe ought to be 
continued for at leaft a weak or ten days after 
every fymptom has oe ( 
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Nore. 


To be read after the words “ productive of injurious 
ec effects,” p. 147 of Vol. ih 


Two other improved methods of applying cauttic 
to ftrictures in the urethra, ‘where fuch an applica- _ 
tion feems neceffary, have lately been propofed, 
the one by Mr. Oe aaa and the other by Mr. 
Cartwright. 

That “recommended by the former of thefe gen- 
tlemen is as follows: “ Touch an eighth, or ae 
that to a quarter of an inch of the an of a bougie 
of any fize, with a {mall brufh dipped in common 
glue, as ufed by mechanics, and let the coating of 
glue be as thin as poffible. The glued end mutt — 
be immediately applied to a given quantity of pow- _ 
dered hanar cauftic, put upon a piece of writing 
paper: this fhould be done by alternately putting 
its different fides-to the cauflic, until the whole of 
it adheres. ‘The bougie in this ftate muft be laid 
in fome dry place to chien. which effect will take 
place in a few hours, When it ts ‘fufficiently har- 
dened, the glued end muft be gently rolled to and 
fro upon a table with a BIE? fnooth wood, about 
four inches {quare, till it is perfeétly level and 

{mooth, 
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fmooth. If the bougie be very hard, or the weather 
~ cold, this end fhould be previoufly warmed a little 
by the fire. The part thus covered. with cauftic 
fhould then be very lightly rubbed witha bit of 
bees wax, with the intention of giving it a very. 
thin coating of this fubftance.. After this, let-it be 
kept for ufe in a glafs veffel well clofed.” The 
glue fhould be made of fuch a degree of confift- 
ence only as will make the cauftic adhere to the 
bougie, and become hard when expofed for a mo- 
derate time to adry air. If it be made too ftiff, 
it will be attended with the inconvenience of re- 
quiring a longer time in being diffolved, when ap- 
plied to the conftn&ed part; on this account too, 
the coating of wax ought to be as thin as poffible. 
‘© When we have determined to ufe the cauttic 
bougie thus prepared, the diftance-of the conftricted 
part from the extremity of the penis. fhould be ac- 
curately meafured, in order to apply it with cer- 
tainty to this part only. This may be done with 
a common bougie; the exact fize of the canal, at 
the part, fhould likewife be afcertained by the fame 
inftrument. ‘This, in general, may be readily done. 
They who are ufed to pafs a bougie of a proper 
fize through a ftricture, can always tell when the 
point of this inftrumentis about to enter it. When 
it firft touches the ftriCture, it generally ftops; but 
on preffing the bougie gently on, it evidently feels 
as if its point entered a paffage, which embraces it 
on every fide. The bougie pafles on afterwards 
more or lefs freely, according to the fize of its 
Meret 
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upper ‘part, and the opennefs of the paffage beyond 
the ftricture. | 

‘© Having afcertained thefe points, it will be 
proper to chufe. a bougie, armed with cauftic, in 
the manner already mentioned, of a fize rather lefs 
than the conftriéted part. A piece of fine white 
thread fhould then be tied round the bougie, at the 
exact diftance of the ftricture from the end of the 
penis, and another thread a quarter of an inch 
nearer the externalend. By the firft ofthefe marks 
it will be known, with great accuracy, when the 
bougie enters the conftricted part; and the fecond 
will determine how far it is pufhed beyond it. 
This armed bougie (previoufly oiled) may now be 
paffed downto the ftricture, and about the eighth 
ef an inch into it, and continued in this fituation 
from five to ten minutes, now and then alternately 
moving it forward and backward, about the eighth 


of an inch each way, in order to wipe off any mu-: 


cus, which may have colleéted upon. the cauttic, 


and to affift in wiping off the cauftic itfelf On 


withdrawing the bougie, all the cauftic will be found 
to be diffolved, whence we may fairly conclude that 
it has been expended entirely on the conftricted 
part. 


« If the ftri&ture be open enough to admit. a 


bougie of a moderate fize, fuch a bougie armed 
with cauftic may very readily be paffed into it or 


a little beyond it; but, if the ftri€ture admit only - 


a very fine bougie, and cannot be dilated fo as to 
receive one of a larger fize, great care fhould be 
ufed in paffing a cauftic bougie of a {mall fize into 

the 
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the ftricture. For if this fhould not be effected, 
_and its extremity be bent in endeavouring to pufh » 
it forward, much effect cannot be expected from 
the cauftic, as it will be diffolved at a part of the 
canal anterior to the ftri¢ture. From what has been 
faid, it is evident that the fuccefs of applying the 
cauftic by this method will depend very much upon 
the nice manner in which'it is performed.” 

With refpect to the quantity of cauitic which 
ought to be applied to a ftricture, Mr. Whately 
thinks, that en the firft trial, ic fhould in no cafe ex- 

ceed one-twelfth part of a grain. If it be found, 
~ that, by two or three applications, this quantity has 
no effect in deftroying the ftrictured membrane, and 
that it gives little or no pain in its application, it 
may be cautioully increafed to an eighth, a fourth, 
or even, in fome bad cafes, to half a grain at each 
application. 

Mr. Whately prefumes that the advantages at« 
tending the cauftic bougie prepared as juft men- 
tioned are obvious. 

<< In the firft place, the bougie may be of any 
fize, even the fmalleft fize can, by this. method, 
become the vehicle of this powerful remedy; and 
may be readily pafied into, or a little beyond, fuch 
ftrictures as are extremely narrow; or fuch as are 
attended with a confiderable contraction of the ori- 
fice of the urethra. 

- € Secondly. From the protection afforded by 
the wax coating, no part whatever of the caultic — 
touches the fides of the urethra in its paflage to the 
ftricture. 

<6 Thirdly: 


412. Additions to p. 147. 


Thirdly. A determinate quantity of the cauf- 

‘tic shay be applied with certainty. , 
‘ Fourthly. The cauftic cannot be feparated 
ot the bougie. 

«< Fifthly. The cauftic may be made to a¢t on 
the whole furface of the ftricture at each application, 

« Sixthly.. Where there are more {ftrictures 
than one, and it is thought advifable to attend to 
one only at the firft, the cauftic may be directed, 
and confined in its action, to any particular {tric- 
ture, upon which the practitioner may with it to 
operate in preference to the reft. 

«© Seventhly. Fixing the cauftic with elue has 
this additional recommendation: we can attach it 
with perfect fafety to the very extremity of a 
bougie, and thereby apply it with more certainty 
to an impervious ftri€ture than is practicable with 
the common armed bougie. 

Mr. Cartwright’s mode of applying cauftic to 
ftritures is by means of a flexible canula. This 
confifts of a web made of the fineft filk or catgut, 
which is afterwards covered with the elaftic gum, 
the-infide of which has alfo a covering of the fame 
eum. The fides of the canula ought to be as thin 
as poflible, poffeffing fufficient elafticity to counter- 
act the contraction of the urethra, and the.end of 
it fhould have a few additional coverings of the gum 
to prevent its fcraping in its paflage along the canal. 
This with a ftilet fitted to it (for which the .com- 
mon plafter bougie ferves the beft) and another 
hougie of fuch a fize as to pals freely through the 

canula, 
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éaniula, with a little lunar cauftic in fine powder, 
form the whole of the apparatus. | 

In order.to avoid miftake, it will be advifable 
to have a white bougie for the ftilet, and a black 
one for the purpofe of carrying the cauftic through 
the canula, upon which the quantity of cauftic will 
be more reailily difcerned. 

The ftilet fhould fill up exactly that end of the | 
canula which is to be introduced; and this it can 
eafily be made todo, by moulding it a little with 
the fingers; the black bougie fhould be cut off at — 
the broader end, that it may have the greateft flat 
furface, and on the other end a mark fhould be 
made to correfpond with the length of the ca- 
hula. i 
The manner of applying the cauttic is then very 
fimple. Pafs the canula, fitted with its ftilet, 
gently down to the ftricture, withdraw the filet, 
taking care to keep the canula fteady in its place; 
then dip the flat end of the black bougie into the 
powdered cauftic, fo that the furface may be co- 
~vered, and apply it with as much celerity as pof- 
fible to the ftriture, which application may be re- 
peated two or three times, or more, as the Sis Raa 
may think proper. 

In cold weather, the black bougie will require to 
be warmed a little, in order to make the cauftic 
adhere to its furface for the firft application. The 
canula, after being ufed, fhould be wafhed with 
cold water, wiped, and left to dry on a brafs wire 
for a day or two, and fhould then be {meared infide 
and outfide with a little oil; and with thefe pre- 

| cautions 
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cautions one canula* will ferve for many applica- 
tions. é 

The feparation of the flough deeanding on the 
action of the part to which the cauftic has been ap- 
plied, will take place at different times under dif- 
ferent circumftances. It will, however, feldom 
happen in lefs than two days, about which time, 
Mr. Cartwright obferves, he generally tries to pafs 
a bougie ; and, fhould there be pus formed, he goes 
on with the daily ufe of bougies alone, as long as 
the ftri€ture dilates and the fuppuration continues ; 
but fhould the fuppuration ftop before the ftri@ure 
is removed, it will then be neceffary to have re- 
courfe again to the ufe of the cauftic. 

The advantages which this mode of applying 
cauftic to ftriftures in the urethra has over that by 
the armed bougie, Mr. Cartwright fays, are obvious, 
By means of, the canula the -cauftic may be cone 
veyed with great facility to any part of the canal, 
and may be as confined in its application as the 
operator may wifh, however great the irritability of 
the urethra may be; and as to the pain occafioned, 
the patient rarely feels more than is experienced in 
paffing a common bougie, and frequently lefs. 
The eauftic may thus be applied, of its full ftrength, 
undiluted by mucus, blood, or urine. The flough 
from fo partial and limited an application is necef- 
farily {mall, the inflammation very inconfiderable, 

and — 


* Canule ofall fizes, we are told, are furnifhed by Mr. Sa- 
vigny, King-ftreet, Covent Garden, and by Carfberg, Great 
Windmill-ftreet, London. | 


Additions top. i497.  .° arg 


and the hemorrhage, if any, feldom exceeds a few 
drops of blood. In fome few inftances there has 
been a flight fuppreffion of urine, which has always 
foon fubfided under the cuftomary remedies. This 
has been the greateft inconvenience that enfued even 
in patients who indulged in every irregularity and 
excefs of free living. No cafe of a fwelled tefticle 
from the application of cauftic through the canula- 
ever occurred. 

With refpect to the two methods here detailed 
of applying cauftic to ftrictures in the urethra, a 
decided preference feems to be due to that recom- 
mended by Mr. Whately. Some judicious obfer- 
vations on that propofed by Mr. Cartwright are 
inferted in the Fifth Volume* of the Medical and. 
Phyfical Journal. 2 


* Pages 575 and 576. 
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A TABLE of the Proportions of Mercury 
and Opium in the different Compofitions in 


the Lonpon PHARMACOPGIA. 


Confeftio Opiata - « 


Emplaftrum animoniac. cum hy- 
drargyro - - én 


Emplaftr. Litharg. cum hydrarg. 
Pilule ex hydrarg. » - 


PiluleexOpio - + - 


Palvis e Creta Compos. cum 
Opio See 2 : 


Pulvis e Scammon. cum Ca- 
lomelane - 3 x : 


Pulvis Ipecac. Compos. - - 
Pulvis Opiatus - -— - 
oS inGiaraOpip: 3 9) a 
* Tindura Opii Camphorata_- 
Unguentum Hydrargyri fort. 
cere eaten me semen SFLU ILS 
Unguentum hydrargyr. nitrat. 
Unguentum calcis hydrarg. albz 


continet 


Opi gr. 1. y, 


Hydrarg. 3}. 
Hydrarg. 3j. 
Hydrarg. gre t. * 
Opii gr. 3. 


Opii gr. 1. 


Calomel. gr. t. 


Opii gr. 1. 


,| Opii gr. 1. 
.| Opti gr. 1. 
.| Opit gr. 4. 


Hydrargyr. 3}. 


j.| Hydrargyr. 3). 


Hydrarg.Nitrat.gr.xij. 
Hydrarg. Alb. gr. ivfs. 
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TABLE or tore NAMES. 
altered in the 


Lonpon PHARMACOPGIA. 


Old Names. 
Acetwo Scilliticum. 
ZEthiops mineralis. 
Aqua aluminofa bateana: 
+— Calcis fimplex. 
+—— Cinnamomi fimplex. 
— f{pirituofa. 


—— hordeata. 
—— Juniperi coripofita. 


-—— Menthz Piperitidis Siniplex. 


teeecaiaactl Spirituofa. 
——-__--——. Vulgaris fimplex. 
Ea ier sata Spirituofa. 


=—— Nucis mofchate. 
«A.qua piperis jamaicenfis. 
-—— pulegt fimplex. 

— fpirituofa. 
raphani compofita. 
es Fofarum damafcenarum. 
em fapphirina. 

——— feminum anethi, . 

= anifi compofita. 
caruls 

se vitriolica camphorata. 
Argenti vivt purificatio. 
Axungi# porcine curatio. 


awe 


(Seen GE 


5. 


Balfamum fulphuris barbadenfe. 
fimplex. 
were traumaticum , 


Vou Ik, 


Bree mms 


New Names. 


_ AcETuM Scille: 


Hydrargyrus cum Sulphure, 


, Aqua aluminis compofita. 


s Caleis. 

Cinnamomis 

Spiritus Cinnamomi. 
Decoétum Hordei. 

Spiritus juniperf compofitus, 


| Aqua menthz piperitidis. 


Spiritus menthee piperiditiss | 
Aqua menthe fative. . 
Spiritus menthze fative. 
——-= nucis mofchate. 

Aqua pimento. 

~—— pulegii. 

Spiritus pulegit. 


| eae raphani compofitus. 


Aqua rofz. 
= eupri ammoniati. 
anethi; 


| Spiritus anifi compofitus. 


carul. 
Aqua zinci vitriolati cum camphoras 


_ Hydrargyri purificatio. 
| Adipis fuille preeparatio, 


Petroleum fulphuratum. 


—Oleum fulphuratum. 


Tin&tura benzoes compofitas- 
Ee 


Gy 
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Old Names. 


C, 


Calx antimoni. 
Caufticum antimoniale. © 

~~ commune fortius. 
lunare, 

Ceratum album. ~ 

—— Citinum. 

— epuloticum. 
Chalybis rubiga preparata. 
Cinnabaris factitia. 

_Confeétio cardiaca. 

Cornu cervi calcinatio. 


os 


D, 


Deco&tum album. 


—————— pettorale. » 


ES 


EleCtuarium lenitivum. 
Elixir aloes. 
myrrhe compofitum, 
paregoricum. 
Emplaftrum ex ammoniaco 
cum mercurio. 
- Emplaftrum attrahens. 

. cephalicum. 
commune. 
adhefivum 

cum gummi. 

Emplaftrum cuin mercurio, 


a e cymino. 
ven roborans. 
——-— e fapone. 
een ftomachicum, 
— veficatoriuin. 


Emulfio communis, 
Extraétum catharticum. 
thebaicam. 


(Bete meet 


F. 


Flores benzomi. 
martiales. 
Fotus communis. 


commune pro clyftere. 


New Names. 


_ Antimonium calcinatum. 


— muriatum. 
Calx cum kali puro. 
Argentum nitratum. 
Ceratum fpermatis ceti. 
refinee flave. °° 
—— lapidis calaminaris. 


Ferri rubigo. 


Hydrargyrus fulphuratus ruber. 


Confeétio aromatica. 
Cornu cervi uftio. 


. Deco&tum cornu cervie 


=> DEO enemate. 


EleCtuarium e fenna. 
Tinétura aloes compofita. 
— fabinz compofita. 
— opii camphorata. 
Emplaftrum ammoniaci | 
cum-hydrargyro. . | 
Emplaftrum cere. 


————— lithargyri. 


cum refina. 
cum gummi. 


cones hordes compofitum, 


— picis burgundice. 


tinier CHT y rare eno, 


—— CUMIN. 
——-——— — thuris. 
faponis... 
ladani. 

— cantharidis. 
Lac amygdale. 


[tum. | 


Extractum e colocynthide compofi- 


Opium purificatum. 


Flores benzoes. 
Ferrum ammoniacale. 
Decostum pro fomento. 


“ 


> 


IN THE LONDON PHARMACOPGIA. 


Old Names. 


H. 


_ Hiera picra. 


I. 


Infufum amarum fimplex. 
fenze commune. 
Julepum e camphora, 
e creta. 
e mofcho. 


L. 


Linimentum album. 
faponaceum. 
volatile. 

Lixivium faponarium. 

‘———=—= tartarl. 


M. 
- 


Mel. zgyptiacum. 

—— rofaceum. 

Mercurius calcinatus. 

————= COIrOfivus fublimatus, 

ruber. 

5 dulcis fublimatus. 
emeticus flavus. 
precipitatus albus. 


‘ae gamers | 


N. 


Nitrum vitriolatum. 


O. 


Oleum petrolei barbadenfis. 
terebinthine zthereum. 

Opium colatum. 

Oxymel fcilliticum., 
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New Names. 


Pulvis aloeticus. 


4 


Infufum gentianz compofitum, 
——-— fentie tartarifatum. 
Mittura camphorata. 

— —— cretacea, 

——— mofchata. 


\ 


_ Unguentum fpermatis ceti, 


Linimentum faponis. 
————. ammoniz. 
Aqua kali puri, 


ames Kall, 


Oxymel wruginis. 
Mel rofz. 

Hydrargyrus calcinatus. 
muriatus. 
——= Nitratus ruber. 

Calomelas. 
Hydrargyrus vitriolatus. 
Calx hydrargyri alba. 


eeetene MEIDES 


Kali vitriolatum. 


Oleum petrolei. 
——— terebinthine rectificatum, 
Opium purificatum, 
Oxymel feilla. — 
Ee2 
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Old Names. 


P. 


Philonium Londinenfe. 

Pilulz aromatice. 

— rufi 

Pulvis e bolo compofitus. 

— cum opio. 

Pulvis e ceruffa compofituss 
fternutatorius. | 


i. 


Rob baccarum fambuci. 


Saccharum faturn:. 

Sal Abfinthi. 
catharticus glauberi. 
diureticus. 
martis. 
tartari. 

_yitriol. 
volatilis falis ammoniaci. 
Species aromatice. 
Spiritus cornu cervi. . 
lavendula compofitus. 
fimplex. 
nitri dulcis. : 
glauberis. 
falis ammoniacl. 
falis ammoniaci dulcis. 
falis marini glauberi. 
vinofus camphoratus, 
vitriol: dulcis. 

Spiritus volatilis aromaticus. 

— foetidus. 

Succi Scorbutici. 

Syrupus ex althzea. 

e corticibus aurantiorum 

ewe balfamicus., 

wmnees € MECONIO. 

oxo TOfarum tolutivus, 


—— 


al or — 
¥ Sanaa on 


‘TABLE OF THE NAMES ALTERED 


New Names. 


Confectio opiata. 

Pulvis aloeticus cum guaiaeo. 
Pilulz: ex aloe cum myrrha, 
Pulvis e creta compofitus. 
cum opio. 

e ceruffa. 

——~ alari compofitus. 


Suceus baccz fambuci fpiflatus. 


Cerufla atetata. 

Kali preparatum. 
Natron vitriolatum. 
Kali acetatum. 
Ferrum vitriolatum. 
Kali preparatum. 
Zinzum vitriolatum. 
Ammonia preparata. 
Pulvis aromaticus. 
Liquor volatilis cornu cervi. 
Tinctura lavendulz compofita. 
Spiritus lavendulz. 

tetlieris nitrofie . 
Acidum nitrofam. 

Aqua ammonie. 

Spiritus ammonke. 

Acidum muriaticum. 

Spiritus camphoratus. 

getheris vitriolict. 
ammoniz compofitus. 
foetidus. 
Succus cochlearize compofitus. 
Syrupus althza. 
-—-——-—— corticis aurantii. 
-———-— tolutanus. 

——— papaveris albi. 

rofz. 


(ern ete ome 


IN THE LONDON PHARMACOP@IA. 


Old Names. 


tr. 


Tabell cardialgicz. 
‘Tartarum emeticum. 
folubile. 
vitriolatum. 
‘Tinétura amara. 
— aromatica. 
——— guaiacina volatilis, 
——— japonica. 
——— martis in fpiritu falis. 
——— melampodii. 
eee rhabarbari fpirituofa. 
vinofa. 


=> GES wae 
rofarum, 
ama facra. 
aaa ftomachica. 
Trochifci bechici albi. 


V. 


Vinum antimoniale. 
chalybeatum. 
Unguentum album. 
bafilicum flavum. 
ceruleum fortius. 
Sap mitius. 


e mercurio precipitato. 


Jaturninum. 


fimplex. 


New Names. 


Trochifci e creta. 
Antimonium tartarifatum, 
Kali tartarifatum. 
vitriolatum. 
Tinétura gentianz compofita. 
— cinnamomi compofita. 
wma — ale foetide. 
——— guaiaci. 
wee Catechu. 

ferri muriati. 
——— hellebori nigri, 
rhabarbari. 
Vinum rhabarbari. 
Infufum rofz. 
Vinum aloes. , 
Tinctura cardamomi compofita. 
Trochifci ex amylo. 
e glycyrrhizae 


eee 


Vinum antimonii. 

——— ferri. 

Unguentum cere. 

refinze flavze, 
————— hydrargyri fortius. 


——— calcis hydrargyri albe. 
— - ceruff acetata. 


em adipis fuillae, 


42% 
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INDEX TO THE REMEDIES. 


A. 


As.urron of the body with Vinegar and Water, vol.i. p. 31. 
40. 2 


Me : 
Affufion with cold Water, vol, i, p. 31. 38. 62. 255. 


Bath Cold, vol. i. p. 19. 386. 

—— Warm, vol, 1. p. 199. 377- 394+ 

Bolus Abforbent & Anodyne, vol. ii, p. 14. 

———— Anthelmintic, vol, ti, p. 313. 7°, * 

—-— Anodyne & diaphoretic, vol. i. p. 163. 197. 

—— <Antifpafmodic, vol. i. p. 33. 433. Vol. il. p. 47. 357. 

—— Aromatic & Anodyne, vol. i. p. 187. 

—— Aftringent, vol. i. p. 29. 290. 338. 344. vol. ii. p. 17, 
- 28. 34+ 354+ 355- 

— of Camphor. a li. p. 249. 298. 

~———- Carminative, vol. il. p. 57, 

——— Chalybeate, vol. i. p. 426. 435. vol. ii. p. 10. 108, 

—— Columbo root, vol. 11. p. 385. 

—— Cordial & diaphoretic, vol. 1. p. 132. 

wom OWHEECH, VOL, 1. 202. 

—— Diaphoretic, vol. i, p. 14. 28. 42.82. 113. 153. 196 
350. 358. vol. il. p. 13. 66. 186, 373. 

——- Deobftruent, vol. ii, p. 227. 

I | Bolus 
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Bolus Diueretic of Fox Glove, vol. ii. p. 70. 

— Squills, vol. ii. p. 72. 

—— Emmenagogue, vol. i. p, 406. 

—--— Laxative, vol. ii. p. 13. 

—-~- of Mufk and Opium; vol. ii. p. 47. 

—-—— Purgative, vol. i. p. 60. 162. vol. ii. 225. 

~—- draftic, vol. ii, 65. aa 

—— Sedative of Fox Glove, vol. i. 291. vol. ii. p. 355. 

—-— Stomachic, vol. i. p. 33. vol. ii. 10. 

—— Stimulating and Diueretic, vol. ii. p. 74. 

—-— Sudorific, vol. i. 184. 196. 200. 

——-— Tonic, vol. i. p. 426. 435. vol. ii. p. 10. 
—~— Diueretic, vol. il. p. 75. 


C. 


Carbonic Acid gas, vol. 11. p. 266. 
Cataplafm Antifeptic of Yeft, vol. 1. p. 96. 
| — of Arfenic and Crumb of Bread, vol. ii, P2270. 
———_—— Attenuating, vol. i. p. 195. 
with Charcoal powder, vol. i, p. 97. vol. ii. p. 266. 
———— Difcutient, vol. il. p. 133. 
wou Of Hlemlock, vol. 11, p. 118.:16e, 
Sea Tang, vol. i. p. 118. 
Stimulating, vol. 1. 376. 
Clyfter Anodyne, vol. i. p. 163. vol, ii. P+ 4. 9 
Anthelmintic for Afcarides, vol. il. FE pale 
Antifpafmodic of Tobacco, vol. i. p. 487. vol. ii. 
P.'294> 
— —— Afafoetida, vol. i. p. 425. 
——+— Carminative, vol. a, p. 485,: vol. ii..p. 57- 392. 
Demulcent & Mucilaginous, vol. 1. p. 359. 
—-—— Diueretic & Anodyne; vol, i. p..203.-309¢ 
Fimollient, vol. 1..p. 435. 
Laxative, vol, i. p. 12. 22. 370. 
Collyrium Aftringent of Alum, vol. 1. p. 117. 
Camphorated, vol, 1. p. 117. 
eam Cupreous, vol. i. p. 128 


Bed | Collyrium 


| enamel 


mel 
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Collyrium of Muriated quickfilver, vol. i. p. 119. 
Saturnine, vol. i. p. 116. 

-——_—— Sedative, vol.i. p. 117. 

peice OF Vitriolated Zinc, vol. i. p. 117. 


boas 


Decoétion Anthelmintic of the Cabbage Bark, vol. ii, p. 315. 

—— Anti-fyphilitic, vol, il. p. 174. 181. 182. 

———~— of Bark, vol. i, p.. 17.75. ° 

———— ——_————— with Cantharides, vol. 1. p. 458. 

prepared Kali, vol. i. p. 325. 

——— Snake Root, vol, i. p. 43. 7%: 

— Elm Bark, vol. ii. p. 196. 

Fox Glove, vol. i. P. 316. vol, ils ps 3956 

———-— Green Broom, vol. il. p. 73. 

———-—— Lobelia or blue Cardinal, vol. ii, p. 181. 

————-— Horfe radifh and Muftard Seed, vol.i. p. 378. 

of Mezereon, vol. ii. p. 161. 175. | 

Schitieranene Simaroibaty VOl.t, p.. 30d 

Draught Abforbent, vol. i. p. 383. vol. ii. p, 14. 

Aperient, vol.i. p. 83. 153. 162. 172. 357. 384. 450. 
vol, il, p. 133- 22964318. 

eee Antifpafmodic, vol. 1. p. 33. 392. 425- 427. 433. 446. 

465. 474. 486. vol. ii. p. 349. 357. 

- emma Anodyne, vol. i. p. 360. vol. 11. p. 174. 383. 

————-—— aid Diuveretic, vol. ii. p. 293. 310. 

——-—- Aromatic and Anodyne, vol, 1. p. 187. 

Aftringent, vol. 1. p. 361. 

and Anodyne, vol. ii. p. 16. 354. 384. 

Refrigerant, vol. i. p. 285. 289. 

Attenuating Pectoral, vol. i. p. 139. 

of Burnt Sponge, vol. ii. p. 117. 

Carminative, vol. i. p. 383. vol. il. p. 57. 

Chalybeate, vol. i. p. 323. 339. 385. 

——— of Cicuta and Bark, vol. 1. p. 458. 

Cordial Aromatic, vol. i. p, 485. 

———— Deobfiruent, vol. i. p. 117. 227. 


Creve 


ae 


Draught 
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Draught Diaphoretic, vol. 1. p. 13, 28, 74 

and Anodyne, vol. i. p. 30. 43: 146. 154, 
163. 197. 201. 246. 351. 

-—-—- Diueretic, vol. ii. p. 72,73, 74. 

——-— limetic of Squills, vol. i. p. 21g. vol. i, p. 64. 

——-— Vitriol of Copper, vol. i. p. 319. vol. ii, 

p- 65. 

Emmenagogue, vol. i. p. 402. 406. 

——~——— Laxative, vol. ll. Po 133: 229. 318. 

aah nee GE Prepared Natron, vol. ii. p. 118. 

Purging, vol. i. p. 173. 370. 486. 

ee Draitic, vol. il. p. 65. 

——-— Refrigerant, vol. 1.. p. 13. 289. 336. vol. ii. p. 141. 
354° 

——— Stimulating, vol. i. p. 378. vol. ii. P+ 35+ 74. 297. 

=——-= Stomachic, vol. i. p. 339. 362. 385. vol. il. p. 10. 

——— Sudorific, vol. i. p. 196. 200.’ 

——— Tonic, vol. i, p. 323. 339. 362. 385. vol. i. p. 10. 18 

——— of Uva Urii or Bear’s Wortleberry, vol. ii. p. 308. 

Drink Aftringent, vol.i. p. 361. vol. ii. p. 28. 

—— Antifeptic of Yeft, vol.1.p.131. 

-——— Diaphoretic, vol.1. p. 196. 

<= Diueretic; vol. 11. p. 72.314. 

———— Lifbon Diet, vol. ui. p. 174. 265. 

ame. Pectoral, vol. 1p. 328. 488, *, 

w-— Refrigerant, vol. i. p. 13. 

Drops Arfenical, vol. i. p. 78. vol. ii. p. 196. 

——— Antifpafmodic, vol. i. p. 378. 392. 425. 433. 

—— Aftringent, vol. 1. p. 2go. vol. il. p. 355. 

—— Bals. Copaivi, vol. i. p. 322. vol. il. p. 149. 

—— Diueretic, vol. ii. p. 74. 

—— Emmenagogue, vol. 1. p. 406. 

—— Lithontriptic, vol. u. p. 306. 

—— Muriated Barytes, vol. 11. p. 116. 270. 

Quickfilver, vol. ii, p. 186. 

—— Nitric Acid, vol. ii, p. 154. 

—— Sudorific, vol.i. p. 200. 

a one Acid, vol. ii. p. 198. 


Drops 
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Drops Tinéture of Benzoin, vol. ii. p. 149. 
~ Digitalis, vol.i. p. 291. vol. il. Dp. 355. 
oe Tone. vol. 1..p. 385. 435: vol. ii. p. 108. 294. 


EK, 


Eleétricity, vol. i. p. 377. 401. vol. ii. p. 248. 340. 

Electuary Anthelmintic, vol. ii. p. 313. 

Aperient, vol. i. p. 186. 342. 384. Vol. it. p. 133¢ 
318. 346. 

Balfamic and Tonic, vol. ii. p. 35. | 

Deobftruent, vol. i. p. 77. vol, ii: p. 118. 227. 

Tonic, vol, i. p, 185. 435. | 

of Uva Urfi, vol. il. p. 308, 

Emulfion Laxative, vol, ii. p. 229. 

Pectoral, vol. i. 351. 


F. 


Fadtitious Airs, vol. i. p. 308. vol. ii. p. 97, 

Fixed Air, vol. i. p. 44. 131. 

Fomentation Emollient, vol. is p. 94. 

— Hemlock, vol. ii. p. 160. 

Fumigation with nitrous Acid, vol, i. p. 46. 

t—————- —————- Sulphuric Acid and Manganefe, vol. i. p. 364. 


G. 


Gargle Antifeptic, vol. i. p. 129, 130. 280. 

Aftringent, vol. i. p. 124.219. 280. vol. ii. p. 159. 
Sedative, vol. 11. p.159. 171. 
——— Detergent, vol. i. p. 399. 


——-— of Muriated Quickfilver, vol. ii, p. 173. 


Hydrogea, 


Se 
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Hi, 


Hydrogen, vol. 1. p. 309. 


I, 


Infufion of Anguftura Bark, vol. i. p. 65. 
j———— Bitter, vol. ii. p..314. 
——— of Digitalis, vol. i. p. 291. 
saee—— Diueretic, vol. il. p. 72. 
— of Gentian with Bark, vol.i.p. 24. 185. 
 eeee— Peruvian Bark, vol. i. p. 17. 
——— Quaflia, vol. i. p. 18. 76. 385. 
of Senna with Tartarifed spo vol. 1. p. 358. 
Stomachic, vol. 1. P: 385. 
Injection Aftringent, vol. i. p. 285. 338. 345. vol. ii. P. 34. 
136. 137. 400. 
Balfamic, vol. i. p. 149. 
Mercurial, vol. il. p. 137. 
— Sedative, vol. ii. p. 132. 
Julap of Vitriolic Acid, vol. ii. p. 259. 


Le 


v 


Linus Pectoral, vol. i. p. 152+ 351- 

Liniment Antifpafmodic, vol. 1. p. 428. 

Difcutient, vol. ii. p. 140. 283. 

Ophthalmic, vol. i. p. 117. 119. 

Sedative, vol, ii. 284. 299. 

Stimulating, vol. i. p. 195. ae. vol. il. p. 244. 285.6 

Lotion Aftringent, vol. ii. p. 260. 

Difcutient, vol. ii. p. 140. 283. 

—— > Mercurial, vol. ii. p. 176. 

~—- Sedative, vol. ii. p. 142. 284. 298. 360. | 

w-— of Sulphurated Kali for Tinea Capitis, vol, 11. p. 249. 

————— White Hellebore for the ltch, vol. ii. pe 257, 
Metallic 
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M. 
— EMetallic Tractors, vol. i. p. 202. 
Mixture Abforbent, vol. i. p. 278. 383. vol. il. p. 14. 345. 
qoontetees Alcalive, Vol, it: py 2374 
Antifeptic, vol. 1. p. 43, 44. 
——-- Antifpafmodic, vol. i. p. 393. 425. vol. ii. p. 229. 
emee—= Aftringent, vol. i. p. 15. 29. 43. 132. 279+ 361, 362. 
vol. il. p. 17, 18, 35. 290. 
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